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THE BRITISH ADMIRAI5, 



GEORGE CLIFFORD, THIRD EARL OP 
CUMBERLAND. 

1558—1606. 

Akoho the naval ftdyentiireTs who (tisdnguifihed them- 
selres during queen Elizabeth's ragn, there wss no one 
who took to tl^ seas so much in the ^irit of a DOTthem 
sea king as the earl of Cumberland. Some of hia most 
noted contemporariea were Bailors bj thetr Tocadon, 
stHue became ao inddentsU; when called upon in the 
queen's serrice, and others pursued that course with the 
hope of repairing a broken fortone, or of raising one : 
but it was this nobleman's mere choice, which he fol' 
lowed to the great injury of his own ample estates, and 
to the neglect of all his private and domeadc dudes. 

George Clifford, in the male line of his family, four- 
teenth baron CUffbrd of Westmorland, and sheriff of that 
county by inheritance, and in the same descent thir- 
teenth !<ffd of the honour of Sldpton in Craven, and 
also lord Vipont and baron Vesey, was bom in hii 
father's casde at Brougham, on the 8th of August, ISSB, 
15S8. Few names are more conspicuous than that of 
'I 
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or BRQUND. 

CliSbid in the Yort and Lancaster wars, none more dis- 
tiDguished for fidelity to the cause it had espouBed ; and 
Shakspeare hiu g^veu it a wider renown than could 
Iiave been conferred by geDcalogiata asd chroniclerB. 
To thia fiunily, aI«o, Fair Rosamond belongs ; and the 
Shepherd Lord, whose memory ii embalmed in ever- 
lasting verse. Lord Clifibrd was yet a boy when his 
father bt^an to treat concerniDg his marriage with s 
daughter of Frauds, aeeond earl of Bedford; atid he was 
in die twelfth year of his age when hie father died. 
Upon the first intelligence that auch an event was likely, 
Bedford, upon the alleged ground of this marriage-treaty, 
made stut to the queen for the wardship, and it was 
15T0. grantedhim. Theboy waaatBattleAbbey when theearl 
died at Brougham : no doubt he had been placed there 
to receive the fint part of his education in the family by 
whom that venerable edifice was then possessed. It 
seems not to have been unusual in those days for youths 
of rank to connect themselves with both universities ; 
thus this earl is said to have been educated at Peter 
House, Cambridge, and also to have studied at Oxford, 
under the tuition of Whitgift, afterwards archbishop ; 
" and here he obtained some knowlei^ in the arte, and 
especially in the mathematics, which did not only in- 
cline him thereto, but rendered him more fit for mari- 
time employment" Before he was nineteen he was 
married in St. Mary Overy's church, Southwark, to his 
long'engaged spouse, the lady Margaret Russell, who 
was some two years younger. 

The earl is said to have eiccelled all the nobles of his 
time in tilting, so that in such exhibitions he was always 
the oueen's champion ; and in this and other cosUy 
recreations he consumed much of his ample patrimony. 
Elizabeth made him knight of the Garter, and appointed 
him to be one of the forty peers by whom tiie queen of 
Scots was tried, and one of the four earls who were 
present at the catastrophe of that tragedy. His first 
maritime adventure was designed for the South Seas : 
be did not embark in it himself, but fitted out at his 
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own CMt the Red Dragon of 260 tons, and the bark 
Clifibrd of 130: a pinnitce of Roleigli'i and another ISB6. 
ship completed the force, and maiter Robert Withrii^- 
ton waa the commander. Instead of paMingthe Stiaila 
of Magellu), Withrington thought he might make » 
more profitable renture by plundering Bahia ; but the 
Jesnita, with their Indian arehers, preserved that city; 
and the expedition baring committed much havoc upon 
the coast of Bcasil, with little gain, he resolved upon 
returning home, — ■ resolution which was "taken heavily 
of all the company," and heird by them in silence, " for 
very grief to see my lord's hopes thus deceived, and his 
great expenses cut away." • 

In the ensuing year he sailed for Slnys, hoping to assis 1587. 
sir Roger Williams in the defence of that town against 
the duke of Parma; but it had surrendered before his ar- 
rival. He bore his part in the defeat of the armada, on 
board the Bonad venture, captain George Raymond, when, 
says Purchas, " they won that honour that no sea can 
drown, no age wear out" The queen was so satisfied 
with his behaviour, that she gave him a commission to 
go the same year to the Spanish coast as general; and 
for his greater honour and ability, was pleased to lend 
him the Golden Lion, one^of the ships royal, to be the 
admiral ; but he victualled and fumisbed it at bis own 
cost. After some fight be to<dc a merchant ship in the 
narrow seas ; but it was now late in the autumn :' con- 
trary winds baffled his course : he was compelled to cut 
away his mainmast in a storm, and returned when it 
was impossible for him to prosecute what Purchas calls 
his true designs, f 

" His spirit remaining, nevertheless, higher than 
■ the winds, and more resolutely by storms compact and 
united in itself," be obtained of the queen one of die 
royal navy called the Victory ; with which, two small 
. fliips, the Meg or Margaret, and a caravel, set forth 
It hie chaises, and with 400 men on board he sailed 

■ SinicoU, 100. Hiklurt. iU. 7«9-TT8. Hiftorr of Biull. L 377, 37S. 
f PuKtaM, pin It. IIW 
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from Plymouth in June, 1589. The Mu^ret b»ng 
not able to endure the lea, was tent home in a few daji, 
with two Frmch Bhips, which, belonging to the party of 
the League, were deemed fklr prizes. The earl was not 
very gcrnpuloua on such occasions. He fell in with 
eleven ships from Hamburgh and the Baltic : after a 
few shot, they aent thor masters on board, showing their 
passports ; these were respected for themselves, but not 
for iome property belonging to a Jew of Lisbon, which 
they coniessed was on board, and which was valued at 
45001. He then made for the Azores, hoisted Spanish 
colours when he came in sight of St. Michael's, and in 
a night expedition succeeded in cutting four ships out 
of the road ; one of them, however, proved to be a 
Londoner, trading there under the Scotch flag, and with 
a Scotch pilot. Hia great otgect was to intercept the 
orracks, and so rmmburae himself for all his costs. At 
Flores he manned bis boats, and obtained refreshments 
as being a friend to the prior Don Antonio, whose pie- 
tended title to the PoTtngneze crown was acknowledged 
by England. " From thenee rowing a ship-board, the 
boat was pnrsued two mile* by a tnonstTous fish, whose 
flns many times appeared about the ^Us above water 
four or five yards asunder, and hia jaws gaping a yard 
and a half wide, not without great duiger of overturning 
the jonnace, and devouiing some of the company." But 
from this, which was as fornudable to the earl's boat 
as his ship was to a harmless trader, they at last escaped. 
Herehe met and "accepted into consort" captain Dariea, 
with his ship and pinnace, captain Markeabury, in a 
ship of Raleigh's, and the bark Lime. 

The earl knew not at this time how narrowly the 
homeward-bound fleet from the East Indies had escaped 
him. Seven of its huge and richly laden vessels had 
sailed for Europe eariy in the year, separately, as they 
were ready, but with orien to rendezvous at St. Helens, . 
and from thence to proceed in company, no danger 
being apprehended from cruisers on the first part of the 
voyage, but much afrerwards. The richest of these 
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BABT INDIA FLEET. 5 

TCMek ea&nd, on die coast of Natal, one of the tnoat 
kmeatable ahipwrecka of which die detaib have been 
Rcorded ; die others reached the Aures in the middle 
of July ; and wme of the smaller cnuiers fell in with 
them when they weie ill Me to defend themtelves. 
What with the length of the voyage (for the; had been 
lix months on the way), die scarcity of water and of 
proTiaioDBj and die bad quality of the stores that were 
left (for eygty Idud of knaTery was practised in the 
equipment of the Portugueze ships), the scurry was 
making great laTiges on hoard; and every day men 
who had been some days dead were discovered in the 
places whither they had crept that they might lie down 
and die in peace.* If the light Tcsseli which played 
aboot them and harassed them, in the hope, as it 
seemed, of delaying them till odters should come up, 
had been aware of their condition, they might have 
carried some of them almost without resistance; for 
diere was the utmost confusion as welt as misery on 
board. Those who were in the best plight showed no 
dispodtion to as^st their weaker comrades, aU seeking 
to secure th^nsdves with all speed nnder some of their 
own fortreases; while the Engliah insulted thtm with 
reproaches tor their cowardice, and annoyed them with 
musketry, and with such small pieces as vessels of 
thirty tons could carry. The Portugueze, hnnever, 
made their vray good to Tercera, and anchored in the 
road before the city of Angra ; diere, to their dismay, 
they found that the island was in arms, expecting to be 
attuned by Drake, and that instructions had arrived from 
Portugal, ordering them to remain there till they should 
recdve furdier directims. The alarm occasioned by the 
destruction of the Annads, the attempt upon Lisbon, 
and the activity of the English privateers, was such, 
that it was thought better to expose tiiese rich ships to 
the danger of an unsheltered road in the worst season 
of the year than let them run for the T^us. Lucidly 
for the Portngneze officers they were not expected to 
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Kiuler more obediettce to the goTenunent than they 
could exact from their menj after a gale from the 
•onth had driven oiw of the tbips on shore, the other 
captuna ventured to act upon their own jndgmeot, and 
vdi for LisboDj nhere the; happily arrived.* 

Some English prieoners who stole from Tercera in 
a nnatl boat, having no other yard for their msiDsall 
dian two pipe stavea, fell in with the eul, and gave him 
the unwelcome tidings that these carraeks had sailed from 
that island a week before. This induced him to return 
to Fayal (where he had just taken some small Guinea 
ships and sent them to England) ; he now landed there, 
and took poseesuon of the town^ conEisting of about 
500 welLbuilt houses. It was abandoned at bii ap- 
proach. He set a guard to preserve the churches and 
monasteries, and slaid there four days, till a ransom of 
SOOO ducats was brought him, mosdy in church plate. 
He shipped from the platform fifty-eight pieces of iron 
ordnance ; and the governor of Graciosaj as if to d^ire- 
cate such a vidi, sent him sixty butts of wine. Here 
a Weymouth privateer, which arrived with a Spanish 
prize worth 16,0001., brought news that the West India 
fleet was expected ; and after plying three or four days 
to and fro in rough weather, be saw it, fifteen sail in 
number, enter Angra roads ; but be being " too far to 
leeward, and they b^g strong and fortified with castle 
and fort," he could m^ no attempt upon them ; and 
the pinnace whidi he left to observe them returned with 
information that they had " taken off their sails and 
down their topmasts, with the intention of longer stay." 
The earl then made for St. Michael's, and was there 
repelled from watering ; next he went to St. Mary's, 
where he fonnd two Brazilian ships ladoi with sugar. 
The islanders endeavoured to bring them ashore; but 
Lister, the earl's captain, " hastening the attempt in 
the face of the enemy, and iu danger of continual shore- 
shot, boarded the one, cut her cables and hawserj and 

> LintthDlan. Scbip.Tiul our Oust, ofte Fortiigiub iDdidL K9(l. 
LvDKhciteD wu In the Sect, and ht oDogntuluei himidf on liaving 
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rowed her away." Capt&in Saviea entered die other, 
vhich was sgnmcd, and had been abuidoned ; but he 
was forced to forsake her by a flie from the shore, with 
Ote loBS of two aUin and dsteen wounded. In bring, 
ing out their prize the bar detained them in a position 
exposed to an enemy, whose force had been rashly mu 
dervahied : eighty men were killed ; the earl recdTed 
three shot upon hia target, a fourth wounded him 
slightly in the side, " bis head, also, waa broken with 
atonea, bo that the blood covered his face," and both hia 
face and l^s were humt with flre-halla. The prize, 
however, was tnougfat off, and " the M^ being leaky," 
was sent with it to Ei^land. 

The earl himself held his course for Spain. On the 
way he fell in with a Foitugueze ship ladeu with sugar, 
from Brazil, and afterwarda with one of the fleet which 
had taken shelter fVom him in Angra roada. It proved 
to be a ship of 400 tona, from St. Juan de UUoa, laden 
with hides, cochineal, sugar, and silver, and Qte cap- 
tain had with him a venture to the amonnt of 
25,000 ducats. Full of joy at their good apeed, they 
now reaolved upon returning home, " But sea-for. 
tunea," aays Furchas, "are variable, having two Id- 
CMistant parents, air and water ; " and, in the words of 
one of the adventurers*, "these summer Bervicea and 
■hips of sugar proved not so sweet and pleasant as the 
winter was afterwards sharp and painfull." Captain 
Liater was sent in the Mexican prize for Portsmouth. 
She was wrecked at HelcliS", in Cornwall : every thing 
waa lost in her, and five or six only of the people were 
saved. Contrary weather delayed the earl so long npon 
his homeward passage, diat drink bE^[an to foil, and he 
Qideavoured to make some Irish harbour, but there, too, 
waa beaten off by the wind ; and the beer and water 
being by that time all spent, three spoonfuls of vine- 
gar were allowed to each manatameal, withs<xneamall 
relief, squeezed out of the lees of their wine vessels. 
During fourteen days they had no other drink than t^'t^ ' 

* sir WlUlua Mouon. CbuidiUl-i COIL lit. ISL 
B 4 
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except what they could collect in nun and hail EtoniiB, 
in their sheets and napkicB. " Some drank up the soiled 
TUDning water at the scupper holes ; others saved, by de- 
vice, the nmoing down the maat« and tarred ropes ; 
and many licked the moist boards, rails, and maala with 
their tongues, like dogs. Yet nss that rain bo inter- 
mingled with the spray of the foaming tea, in that ex- 
treme storm, that it could not be healthful ; yea, some 
in their extremity of thirst, drank themsetves to death, 
with their cans of salt water in their hands." — " By 
this time, the lamentable cries of the sick aod hurt men 
for drink were heard in every comer of the ship," 
Many perished for want of it — " ten or twelve every 
night;" and in this manner more were lost "than 
otherwise had miscarried in the whole voyage." The 
mortality, indeed, was so great, " that the like befell not 
any other fleet during the wai.* The storm continuing 
added to their misery, tearing the ship in such sort that 
his brdabip's cabin, the dining room, and the half-deck 
became all one, and he was forced to seek a new lodg- 
ing in the hold." Such circumstances call forth, in such 
men, the qualities by which alone, with God's blessing, 
they can be overcome; the earI,upon all occasions, encou- 
raged his men by his promptitude, bis presence of mind, 
and his example ; and the small store of provisions waa 
distributed equally to the prisoners and to his own 
people. On the last of November they spoke a vessel, 
which promised them some barrels of wine the next 
morning ; but their hopes were disappointed, for the 
vessel went on shore during the n^ht. The next day, 
however, he fell in with another, which helped him 
with some beer, bat not enough for him to venture 

■ BiTWilUitinMonHn. Clmrdiia'i Coll 111 IfiS. "Anthaedliulcn," 
■l™Mnuy(,''miirttwliiiHiudti>upt Uitn'i mhneii, upon nhiiDi mv 
lonlor Coubn-lnnil chiHIj reUiiLwiinUng «tpni(D«bliudC He ou 
tlMDuathu>diiliedUigiHidiiulfaBihj[*otwfnB«>cEi«liiiid; othtrwlte 
nhad DDtkninniUicwimid^lnk. HanHufinwrtln peruucUnrour 
luiUag In the ftca of (tw fiirtUwIioiu of St KtryX uiloit alj reuon and 
■M*. A( he »u nib, » wm he Tmlluit ! but »Ld ttarly for hi> nnid- 
T"* * ™"»^i (br he w« the Bnt nun hurt, ajirf Itiit ctuefly, in the at. 
tm^t* St. MuT't .n* tftenHnU dto-nert In Ihe rich dup cwt .wiy ■ 
luunl'i Bar." HeT(]ucatlutihipaci(io,DOOI. 
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opon making for England; bo as the wind served, he put 
into Ventre haven, od the west coa«t of Ireland. There 
thdr Bufferings ended, and on the 30th of Decem- 
ber he tailed for BD^and. On arriving in London, he 
learned the recent death of his eldest son ; but waacom. 
forted a few weeks after bj the birth of a dau^teTj (he 
lady Anne CMbrd, afterwards the famous countess of 
Pembroke. 

In this vojage he had taken thirteen prizes ; and al- 
though the one which was tost was worth more than all 
the rest, jet the profit doubled the outlay of his adven- 
toK. Encouraged by this lucceBS, as well as inflamed 
by former disappointments, and being thoroughly pos. 
sesBcd by the spirit of the age, be obtained a ship of 
600 tons from the queen, with which, and with four 
other vessels, he set forth in 1591, at his own charge, 
for the coast of Spain. On the way he met with sever^ 
Dutch ships, coming from Lisbon, and with spices on 
board, which were Fortogneze property : — " 80 greatly," 
saya.Monson, " were we abused by that nation of Hol- 
land, who, though they were the first that engaged us 
in the war with Spain, yet still maintained thjir own 
trade into those ports, and supplied the Spaniards with 
ammnnitionj victuals, shipping, and intelligence against 
us." They who r^arded the conduct of the Dutch 
merchants in this point of view, and made it a ground 
for reproaching the nation, did not bear in mind that 
the struggle in which the Low Countries were engaged 
with Spain was, in its origin, purely a religious war, 
and that many of these merchants might be of the Ro- 
mish religion, consequently Spsnish at heart, and acting 
as much in conformity with their own sense of duty, as 
Roman catholic christians and loyal sutyects, as with 
their own immediate interest Still less were English- 
men hkely to consider, what certainly was the case, that 
some of the Dutch, who thus endeavoured to save Por- 
tugueze property from the privateers, were Jews of Pur- 
tugneze birth or blood, trading with their brethren who 
secretly held the same faith, and many of whom were 
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deainnu of removing themselTeB, u well as their pro- 
perty, &om a land where they, were in perpetual dtoger 
of the laquisition. Least of all did our licensed sea 
rovers make aUowance for the views of commercial men, 
who, in contiuuing a long-established trade with their 
old connectaons, had fair intentions, thon^ they were 
compelled to use false coloura, and knew that the com- 
merce which they carried on was beneficial to their own 
goverament, and, in fact, received from that government 
all the secret enconragement that it coold give. * 

Fmceeding to the coaat of Spain, the earl " took good 
pOTcbase," but to Uttle profit. One prize, laden with 
sugar from St.Thomaa'a, he was forced to cast off because 
of an inemediable leak : another, which he «ent for Eng- 
land, was, after long contrary winds, compelled to put 
into Corufia for want of victuals, and his men to render 
themselves to die enemy's mercy. He was not more for- 
tunate with the ^ices which had been taken from the 
Hollanders. These were put on board a ship for Eng- 
land, the squadron convoyed her to the Berlinga, from 
whence captain Monson, who was on board, was to see 
her taffij despatched. But the other ships did not ob- 
serve the directionB giien diem : the night fell calm ; and 
in the moming dx galleys ^m Penitdie, teeing that this 



tmirtiil. thirilipniilnillhriiminil) iiiiiiJiliillinii nniHnntilTi moluCloo, 
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vessel was at s diatanee from her campanionB, and that, 
irj reason of the calm, they could not come up to her 
asnst«nce, att&cked hei. A brave resistance was made : 
but captain Bayly and the principal men being slain, 
both ship and spices were taken; and Monson, with all 
die others who suiriTed, made piiaonerB. Luckily for 
himself, Monson, but a little before, having snrinised 
two Teasels, merely for the sake of obtaining infbrm- 
alion, had let them go again withont ofitring any injury 
to the people on board. Hia reason for dlBmisdng the 
ships was, th&t they vere not worth taking ; but (be 
men, thankful for ^eir deliTeraaoce, made a bvonrable 
report of the usage which they had received at his hand*, 
and he now found the benefit of this good chancier. 
" Whether it was," he Bays, " the respect they had to 
the queen's ship, which was admiral of that fleet, or 
honour to my lord that commanded it, <a hope by good 
usage of oni men to receive die bke again, I know not; 
bnt tme it is, that the ordinary men were treated with 
more comteay than they had been from the banning 
of the war/'t Some efi^ may also have been pro- 
duced by a letter which the earl sent to the archduke 
Albert, at that time gov^nor of Portugal, reqnesdng 
that the prisoners might be well used ; and intimating 
diat upon thdr treatment would depend that of the 
Spaniards and Portugneze, " of whom, he presnmed, he 
should take store.":}: This led to an agreement, b; which 
die other prisoners were released upon terms, for the per- 
fonnanee of which Monson wai detained aa hostage. 

The intelligence which the earl had obtained was of 
gome fmportMice. The Spaniards had, with great ex. 
ertions, fitted out a fonnidahle fleet. § As soon as be 
learnt this, he despatched one of his ships with the 
advice to lord Thomas Howsrd, who was then off the 
Western Islands, waiting to intercept the West Indian 
fleet ; and it arrived just in time to pot him upon his 
.gnaidj and enaUe him to avoid the danger. |] Bnt 

• HoiMoii, UO. -f Ibid. IM 1 PDRhu, iT. IIH. 
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haring tent off this vessel, and lieing weakened bj the 
lo«a of another with iu crew, and etpedall; finding die 
queen's ship "but ill of sail, it hdng the fiiat voj'age 
^e bod had to sea, he durst not abide the coast of 
Spain, but thought it more discretion to retaro to Eng. 
land. Thus ended the third of his maritime adventures, 
and nothing whatever was taken in it toward de&aying 
the great charges of its outfit." 

The naval history of England is so much beholden 
to sir William Monson, that it would be treating him 
with ingratitude, as well as disrespect, if the story of his 
captivity were pretermitted. For some months he nas 
kept on board the galleys at Caicaea and Lisbon, which 
" was moat grievous to him ;" and while lying in the 
Tagut, he planned means of escaping, by aid of a 
good-natured Dutchman, the master of a Dutch vessel, 
which had come from Brazil; " for at that time the 
Portugueze freighted HoUand ships in most of their long 
voyages, though they pretended to be in war one with 
another:" — The war, however, was more than a pretence, 
as both nations found to their cost, and nowhere more 
dearly than in Brazil itself. But the day before this 
scheme was to have been put in execution, the galleys 
were ordered to sea. In September, when the galleys 
were commonly laid up for the winter, he and eight other 
Englishmen were sent to the castle at Lisbon, " there 
to be imprisoned till a course was taken for their re- 
demption." Each man had for his maintenance a duly 
allowance of 7^., — "a proportion," he says, " tfiat 
did not equal three-pence, according to the rate of thingi 
ic A^and." The humanities of war will always be 
in proportirat to the eetablished standard of military 
honour, one as it were regulating the other ; and in 
wars which axe exasperated by religious hatred both are 
disregarded. Monaon and his comrades in captivity 
were closely confined all the time of their imprisonment; 
only in the morning they resorted to the castle walls, 
wii a guard of soldiers, — even decent privacy being 
lefiiied them. " It happened," says this officer, " on 
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St Aadren's day, being apon the walk at our usual 
hour, we bebeld a great gaUeon of the Idnga turning up 
the rivei in hei %hting saila, being BUinptuous]y decked 
with andenta, streamer*, and pendants, with all other 
oiuaioents, to show her bravery. She let flj all her 
ordnance in a triumphant matmer, fin' the taldng ni 
Richard Grenville in the ReTenge, at the ialand of 
Florea, she being one of that fleet, and the first vojage 
■he ever made, I confeaa it was one of the greatest 
and Borrowfulleat dghta that ever m j ejei beheld, to see 
the cause the Spaniards had to boast, and no remedjr 
in me to revenge it but in mj tongue." He eqnessed, 
however, to his coimtrymen a hope of such fiitnre com- 
fort, and offered to give them one on condition of 
reedring ten, should he live to be at the taking of that 
triumphal galleon : its name waa not likelj to escape 
his memory, for it was St Andrew, — and some of the 
gala bravery which he attributed to tlie joy of this 
victory was no doubt intended in honour of its patron 
saint upon his festival. This passed only as an idle 
deure to see his word come to effect : to effect, however, 
it came, Ave years afterwards, in the Cadiz expedition ; 
ibr the St Andrew was one of the five galleons which 
were ran ashore, and one of die two that were brou^t 
off by the conquerors, and Monson commanded in the 
boat that saved and took possession of her.* 

A Pormgueze, by name Manoel Feniandes, was at 
ibis time a prisoner in Ihe castle. He had been in the 

'service of the prior Don Antonio, and having emigrated 
with him, had returned, as his emissary, to encourage 
the hopes of his party, and prepare them for taking up 
arms in his favour when opportunity might offer : in 
this he was discovered, and must have suffered death, if 
influence and money, which have always been all but 
all-powerful in Pormgal, had not been employed with 
euch effect in his bdtalf, that after seven years' im- 

ptisoiuaent be was now on the point of being enlarged. 
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Among die peraona who vinied him in piiion wu a 
pilot, who was unially employed to meet the Indian 
fleets, nith letters directing them what courae they 
ghonld hold, according as inftmnation had been ob- 
taioed concerning die English cniisets. It occurred to 
Honion, that, by meana of Femandes, it niight be 
possible to comipl this nun, and give such intelli- 
gence to the queen's ahipB as should enaUe them to fall 
in with the treasiire fleet. He made no scruple of pro- 
posing this design to Femandei, whose political feelings 
were in no degree mitigated either by time or die 
mercy that had been shown him; and die pilot, who, if 
he were an Antonian at heart, would be hardly the leas 
villain for betraying his trust, entered into the echeme. 
Monson then wrote letters to lord Burleigh, and to the 
lord admiral, informing them of the train which he had 
thus laid. As he had a page who was allowed to wait 
on him in his conflnement, this boy was to convey the 
letters, and they were secreted in the soles of his shoes. 
Unfortunately fur all parties, Moneon had been obliged 
to use sn Bnglishman as an interpreter. No English- 
man coold then reside in Portugal unless he profeased 
the Portugueze religion ; and this person dioi^t that 
he consulted best for bis conscience, and safety, and 
interest at the same time, by disdoung the plot. The 
boy was seized, and marched to Belem Csstk, throu^ 
one of those violent itiui, which can hardly be imagined 
by those who have never witnessed them ; to that rain 
both he and hia master were indebted for their liven ; 
for it was not till they had lodged their prisoner at 
Bdem that they ripped the soles of his shoes, and die 
letten had by that time been so thoroughly soaked that 
they woe quite illegible, so that no proof whatever 
ttrnH be drawn Jrom them. 

The government, however, had such good reason for 
believing the inform^'s story, that they proceeded 
against Femandes for his old treason, and a day was ap- 
Nrintedforexecuting his sentenceof death. He consulted 
with Monson, and was provided with a cudgel and a 
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rope : by Ssing the cudgel acrOas two of the btttlementa 
of the wall, he might let himself down b; the nipe, and 
thus, it was hoped, take aauctuaiy in a church hatd by : 
but upon doeei enqtiiiy it was fouDd thu thii could not 
be done in the day-time. They then called to mind, that 
orer the room in which he lay wu a chamber wherein 
soldiers had been lodged, but which had been juit left 
tmoccnpied. They cut a trap door throngh die ceiling 
of the one room, wMdi was the floor of die otho' ; and 
when night came, Femandei, who had procmed ■ scab- 
bard and a wooden aword, Tentnred from the upper apart- 
ment, passed through the guards, who seeing the sword 
by his side took bim for a soldier, to tlie wall, let him- 
self down, and reached a place of concealment. Ere luig 
the watch, or round as it is called, passing about the 
castle, espied the rope by which he had descended ; the 
alarm was given ; the prisoners were questioned ; all 
agreed that Monson was the likeliest person to have been 
privy to the escape, and Monson accordingly was 
brou^t before a judge to be examined on the following 
morning. Every artifice was used that could either in- 
timidate or tempt him to eonfess his part of the trans- 
action ; but be denied all knowledge of it j pretended 
that it was impossible for him to plot wilfa a man with 
whom he could carry on no conTenalion, because e^ 
was ignorant of the other's language ; and argued, that 
if he had done what he was accused of it could not be 
deemed an ofi^ce, for not having come into that land 
by his own will to carry on any designs against the state, 
but having been brought there as a prisoner of war, it 
was lawful for him to seek his own liberty, and to neg- 
lect no occasion wherein he might do serrice to his own 
prince and country. They could prove nothing ag^ust 
him that deserved punishment by die universal law of 
honour and arms ; and he bade ihem be wuy what vio- 
lence they offered him, for be had fnendM in England, 
and was of a nation that both could and would revenge 
any cmelty that might be used towards him. The 
boldest defence was the best, and Monson took the right 
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gronndwheo he ipake of the Btrength *nd spirit of the 
English people: though the pies would have availed 
little if FemaDdei had beeii taken, for he had provided 
him with a letter addreesed to all English captains at 
tea ; the design being that the ftigilive should put him~ 
self into a flsbing boat and look out for a man-of-war 
to transport him to England. When the judge found 
that nothing could be drawn from him, he was to- 
manded to ibe castle, with orders to he more atrictlf 
watched : no violence was uaed towards him, but no art 
left nnattempted b^ which he might be entrapped. 

Femandes had faithful Mends : among them he was 
concealed till the eagemess of the search for him had 

' abated, and means could be taken for engaging a flshing- 
hoat. At lengd) he embarked, but with such ill fortune, 
that, having been a fortnight at sea without meeting an 
£n^h ship, and wearied with tea^ckness, he was 
forced to return to shore, where he " lived some time 
among poor shepherds and herdsmen," till he thou^t 
that, disfigured as he was by fatigue, and sufiferings, and 
exposure, and disguised also, he might ventnre to ahow 
himself, and ask alms. It so happened, however, that he 
begged at the house of one who had been fellow-prisoner 
with him. This person rect^nised him, and immediately 
called a servant ; and Femandes not waiting to ascertain 
with what intention his old comrade had done this, ran 
into the church thereby, and took sanctuary, thus be- 
traying himself by his own fears. Infbmiation was im- 
mediately despatched to the cardinal prince, and he, 
paying no regard to the sanctuary, ordend him to be re- 
conveyed to his old lodging in the castle ; the law then 
proceeded against him, and he was condemned to death, 
not without grief to many of the beholders ; for Mon- 
son says, " he was a man of much goodness and great 

' charity." The day of execution arrived, the laat octA 
of religion were paformed, and he waa brought out of 
prison "with a winding-sheet lapped bandelier fashion 
about him." Many gathered around to give him theii 
last adieu ; and on taking leave of the soldiers he re. 
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quested that in return for all hJB fotmer kindnera to 
them, one of them would with til speed hasten to the 
MiBericordiA, and inform the brethren of tliat inadtu. 
6aa of the injiuy done to God, tbemaelvea, and the holy 
Church, by taking perforce a penitent unner OQt of 
■anctuary. Femandes bad made himself bo well liked 
doling his long impritonment, ibat happy was be who 
conld male moat apeed upon this errand ; and eome of 
die brethren making no delay haitened on horseback to 
the place of execntion, " where they found poor Senhor 
Femandes ready to commend his spirit to God, and the 
hangman as ready to perform hia office." Their interfer. 
mice was effectual, under a government which implicitly 
conformed to whatever was reqniied of it in the name 
of the Church ; and thus his life was saved. Before this 
occurred Monson had been released ; the conditions, for 
the performance of which he was detained in pledge, 
having been performed.* 

The queen had given command " not to lay any 
Spanish vessel aboard with her ships, leat both might 
together be destroyed by fire;" and in this injunction the 
earl fonnd so much inconrenience, that he chose radier 
" to seek out amongst the merchants than to make far- 
ther nae of the ships royal." So he hired the Tiger of * 
600 tons, for 3001. a month wages, in which, and with ' 
his own ship the Samson, the Golden Noble, and two 
small vessels, he set forth. The vrinds proved so ad- 
verse, that three months' victuals were spent in harbours 
- before they could get to the westward of Plymouth. This 
fhistrated his chief design, which was to intercept the 
outward-bound carracks, and it consumed also the stores 
Aat had been provided for a West India voyage : the 
earl therefore transferred the command to captain Nor- 
ton, with orders to go for the Asores, and remmed to 
London. Thevoyage provedamost eventful one. They 
called at Flores, where the EngUsh cruisers used to 
take in water and refreshments at will, because ihc 
iilandera had no mcKis of resisting them ; leaning there 
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that the homeward Iwnnd Eut India »hipi muBt be 
near, thej spKad themselvea in quest, and ere long came 
in aigfat of the Santa Cruz, which was some days' Kail 
a-head of her comrades. The Portugueze made all sail 
for Angra ; and the pnrsaerB, when within half a league 
of her, discovered an English ship standing to cjoeb 
her waj, so that die was fain to luff up, the wind 
being westerly, and make for the road of Lagena on the 
Bouth of the Isle of Flares. The En^^sh vessel proved 
to be the Roebuck of 300 tons, sir John Burroughs, 
commander, the admiral of a tquodron which Raleigh 
had fitted ont. The wiad Boon fell, so as not to yield 
breath for spreading a sail ; and, as no way could then 
be made on either side, fiurroughs took bis boat and 
rowed near enough the enemy to ascertain what she 
wag, of what burden, force, and countenance ; having 
" made her exactly," he consulted with Norton, and 
they agreed to board bei in the morning. A storm in 
the night forced them all to weigh anchor. " Yet their 
care was such in wrestling with the weather, not to lose 
the carr&ck, that, in the morning, the tempest being 
qualified," they recovered the road and saw the carrack 
warped as near the shore as she could be brought, with 
all her sails up and flags flying. The Fortitgneze had 
carried all they could on shore, and then, at sight of the 
English, set fire to her, " that ndther glory of victory 
nor benefit of ship might remain to their enemies." 
The guns went off as the fire reached them ; and lest 
the English should endeavour to extinguish the fire, 
some of tile Portugueze entrenched themselves near 
enough for defending the approach. Borroogha ordoed 
100 men to disperse them : the sui^ was so high, that, 
for fear of losing their boats, the men were up to the 
neck in water, and some over head and ears, before they 
could reach the shore ; and then they were forced to 
climb on hands and knees up a steep hill, from the top 
of which the islanders rolled great stones upon them ; 
but all difficulties were overcome by resolution and 
hope : they entered the town without farther oppodtion. 
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•nd then poGseBsed themnelres of wtiitt little had been 
landed, or wu drifted on (ihore from the wreck. 

What was of more coDBcqnence, they obtained from 
Bome prisoners, by threata of torture, information thaC 
three la^er carracks, at little distance, were holding the 
same course. By ^s time more of Raleigh's vesseb 
had come up, with dr Robert Cross in the Foresight, 
a queen's ship ; their united numbera were now sufficient, 
by spreading from north to aonth, yet keeping in sight 
of one another, to discover the space of two whole de- 
grees. On the fifth day the Madre de Dios came in 
sight, one of the largest carracks belonging to the crown 
of Portugal. Thomson, who came up with her first, 
in a ship of sir John Hawkins's, " again and again deli- 
vered ids peals as fast ai he could fire, and fall astern 
to load again, thus hindering her way, though somewhat 
totiisowncoBt,ttlltheotheneauldcomeup." Burroughs 
and the Golden Dragon came up next, and the former 
received a shot under water in the bread.room, which 
made him bear up to stop the leak. Sir Robot Cross 
then " coming to give his broadside, came so near, that, 
becalming his saU, be unwillingly fell aboard the car- 
rack, which lashed his ship fast by the shrouds, and 
sailed away with her by her side." The earl's ships, 
being the worst sailors, came up last, about eleven at 
night, and captain Norton had no intention to board the 
enemy before daylight, if there hid not been a cry from 
the Foresight, " An you be men, save the queen's ship ! " 
Upon this he laid the carrack aboard on one side, while 
the Tiger boarded her on the other, through the Pore- 
i^t. That ^tp took the opportunity to free herself." 
A despetate struggle ensued when the men had entered 
into the fore-chains, " the forecastle being so high, that 
without any redstance the getting up had been difficult ; 
but here was strong resistance, some irrecoverably falU 
ing by the board, and the assault continued an hour and 
half, so brave a booty making the men fight like dra- 
gons." But when the forecastle was won, the Portu- 
guese sought where to hide themselves. The English 
o St 
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tamed to pillage, " and were readf to go to the ears about 
it, each man lighting a candle ; " and by this they had 
nearly lost thmr prize, for by their careleagnen they 
fired a cabin, in which were some hundred cartridges, 
and they were aa eager tlien to forBske' the carrack aa 
diey had been to tioard her, if Norton and aome other* 
had not " adventured the quenching of that flame." 

When the priBonera were secured, the general " fint 
bad presented to his eyes the true proportion of the vast 
body of this carrack, which," says the writer in Hak- 
luyt, " did then, and may still, justly provoke the ad- 
miration of all men not formerly acquainted with such a 
sight. But albeit this first appearance of the hugeness 
thereof yielded aigbta enough to entertain our men's 
eyes, yet the pidtul object of so many bodies slain and 
dismembered could not but draw each man's eye to see, 
and heart to lament, and hands to help, those miserable 
people, whose limbs were torn widi the violence of shot. 
No nan could almost step but upon a dead carcass or a 
bloody floor, bat especially about the helm ; for the 
greatness of the steerage requiring the labour of twdve 
or fourteen men at once, and some of our ships beating 
her in at the stem with their ordnance, oftentimes with 
one shot slew four or five lalrauring an either side of the 
helm ; whose room being still furnished with fresh 
supplies, and our artillery still playing upon them with 
continual volleys, it could not be but that much blood 
should be shed in that place. Whereupon our general, 
moved with singular commiseration of their misery, 
sent U)em his own chinirgeons, denying them no pos. 
Bible help or relief that he or any of his company could 
aSbrd them." It may be feared that such humanity, at 
that time, deserved this special commendation ; but 
sir John Burrooghs acted towards his prisoners with a 
generosity which was not less rare ; for, " moved with 
compassion of human misery, and not to add tO)) much 
affliction to the afflicted, he dismissed the captain and 
most of his followen freely to their own country, and 
for that purpoae bestowed them in one of the earl's 
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TOselii, furniahed with all things oeceuaiy. The 
captain, Don Fernando de Mendoia, naa " a gentleman 
of noble birth, well Blricbea in years, well spoken, of 
comely pemmBge, of good stature, but of hard fortune. 
Twice he had been taken priBoner by the Moors and 
ransomed hj the king ; and he had been wrecked on 
the coast of Sofala, in & carrack which he commanded, 
and, having escaped the sea dai^;er, fell into the hands 
of infidels on shore, who kept him under long and griev. 
OUB tervitode." The prisoners who were thns released 
were not searched ; so rich a prize, indeed, might well 
content the captors; and they who had lost so much 
might be permitted to carry with them such of their 
own valuables as they could. They had, however, the 
ill hap to fall in with other English cruisers, who took 
from them, " thus n^Ugently diGmiased," aaya rnir 
narrator, " ^00 diamonds, besides other odd ends. " 

About 800 Uack men (if that number be not 
overstftted) were landed on the island of Corvo. Hav- 
ing thus disposed of their prisoners, contention about 
the priie was " well-nigh kindling in the command- 
ers, being so many and so diversely employed." But 
Burroughs, " to cnt off the unprofitable spoil and pil- 
lage," to which he saw that many were inclined, 
promptly and prudently took charge of the whole in the 
queen's name, the others consenting; for, indeed, it 
appeared, upon " a slender nimmaging of such things 
as first came to hand, that the wealth would arise 
nothing disangwerable to expectation, but that the 
variety and grandeur of all rich commodides would be 
more than auffldent to content both the adventurer's 
desire and the soldier's travail. And here," says our 
narrator, "I cannot but enter into the connderaCion 
and acknowledgment of God's great favour towards onr 
iMtion, who, by putting this purchase into our hands, 
hath manifestly discovered those secret trades and Indian 
riches, which hitherto lay strangely hidden and cun- 
ningly concealed from us; whereof there was among 
some few of us some small and unperfect glimpse only. 
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which now b tnmed into the brood light of full and 
perfect knowledge. Wherebj it ehould seem that the 
will of God for our good is (if our treaknesi could ap- 
' prehend it) to have tu connnunicale Tith them in those 
East Indian treasuiea, and, by the erection of a lawful 
traffic, to better our meane to advance true religion and 
his holy service. The carrack bdng in burden, bj the 
estimation of the wise and experienced, no lesa than 
1 600 tons, had full 9OO of those stowed with the grots 
balk of merchandise; the reet of the tonnage being 
aUowed, partly to the ordnance, which were thirty-two 
pieces of brass of all sorts, partly to the passengers and 
the victuals, which could not he any small quantity, 
conudering the number of persons, — between 6OO and 
700, — and the length of the navigation. To give you 
a taste, as it were, of the commodities, it shall suffice to 
deUver you a general parUcularity of them, According to 
the catalogue taken at Leadenhall, the ]5th of Sep- 
tember, 1593. (It is rpmarkable ^at this should have 
been the place where an account was taken of the Aral 
East Indian cat^ that was ever brought to England.) 
Upon good view it was found that the principal wares, 
after the jewels, (which were no doubt cf great value, 
though they never came to hght,) consisted of spicez, 
drugB,silks,calicoes,quilts,caTpets,andcolaurE,&c. The 
spices were pepper, cloves, maces, nutmegs, cinnamon, 
green linger. The drugs were benjamin, frankincense, 
galingale, mirabolans, aloes, socotrina, camphire. Tb« 
silks, damaaksj lafhtas, sarcenets, altobassos, that is, 
counterfeit cloth of gold, nnwrought China silk, sleaved 
silk, while twisted silk, curled cypress. The calicoes 
were book calicoes, calico-lawns, broad white calicoes, 
fine starched calicoes, coarse white calicoes, brawn brood 
calicoes, brown coarse cahcoes. There were also canopies 
and coarse diaper towels^ quilts of coarse sarcenet and 
of calico, carpets like those of Turkey ; whereunto are 
to be added die peail, musk, civet, and ambergris. 
The rest of the wares were roany in number, but less 
in value, as elephants' teeth, porcelain vessels of China, 
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COCoa-nntB, hides, ebon wood as black as jet, bedateftds 
of the Bune, cloth of the rinds of trees, very strange for 
the matter, and artificial in workmanship. All which 
piles of commoditiea, being by laea of approTed judge- 
ment rated but In leasonable sort, amounted to no lea 
llian 150,0001., which being divided among the ad- 
ventiuera, whereof her m^est; waa the chief, wsi anf- 
ficient to yield contentment to all parties."* 

But, in truth, the parties were not contented : they 
had expected far too much, and they received somewhat 
too little. The earl of Cumberland's share had been 
estimated hy his friends, " according to his empkyment 
of ships and men," to two or three miUianB, bo exti-a- 
vagant were their nodons ! " Bnt because his com^ 
mission, huge enough otherwise, had not provided for 
-tlte case of his return, and aubstitutiiig another In his 
place, some adjudged it to depend on the queen's mercy 
and bounly."t The queen's adventure in this voyage 
was only two ships, one only of which, and that the 
least, was at the capture, and would have been carried . 
off by the carrack, like a lark in a hawk's talons, if the 
earl's ships ^ad not come to the rescue ; yet of this title, 
"joined with her royal authority," she made such use, 
that the adventurers were fain to submit themBclvea to 
her pleasure, and " she dealt hut indiSerendy with them," 
says MonsonJ ; — rather, indeed, any thing but indifibr- 
ently. The lioness took her share j and the jackals 
also helped themselves well, as well at her cost as that of 
the other claimants. The queen had not " the account of 
the fifth part of her value, by reason of some men's 
embezzling, and the earl was fkin to accept of S6,000/. 
for him end his, as out of gift."^ 

The size of the carrack esdted great admiration. 
She had nearly been wrecked on the Bdlly rocks, and 
having put into Dartmouth, was unladen there, and the . 
goods sent to London in ten vessels. " But to the end 
that Qxe bignesE, height, length, breadth, and other 
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dimensionB of ao huge a vessel might by the exact mle* 
of geometrical obserratioDB be truly taken, both for 
pTGBeDt knowledge and deriTstion also of the Mine unto 
posterity, one M. Robert Adams, s man, in his faculty, 
of excellent skill, omitted nothing in tlie description 
which eidier his art could demonstrate, or any man's 
judgement think worthy the memory. After an esqui. 
site survey of the whole frame, he found the length 
from the beak head to the stem (whereupon was erected 
B lantern) to contain 165 foot. The breadth in the 
second dote deck (whereof ahe had three), this being 
the place where there was most exlennon of breadth 
waa forty-aixfoot ten inches. Kie drew in water thirty- 
one foot at her departure from Cochim in India, but 
not above twenty..nx at her arrival in Dartmouth, being 
listened in her voyage by divers means some five foot. 
She carried In height seven aeveral atones, one main 
orlop, three dose decks, one fore-caalle, and a spat- 
deck of two floors apiece. The length of the keel was 
100 foot, of the main mast 121, and the circuit about 
at the partners ten foot seven ; the main yard was 
106 foot long. By which perfect commensuration of 
the parts appeared) the hogenesi of the whole, far be., 
yond die mould of the Inggest shipping used among ns 
either for war or receit." • — " Being so huge and unwieldy 
a ship," Bays another writer, " she was never removed 
from Dartmouth, but there laid up ber bones." t 

The succeaa of this last voyage encouraged the earl to 

more adventures ; and he imputed his former failures 

more to the negligence or unfaithfulness of those whom 

he had employed to lay in his stores, than to any other 

cause. His ol^ection to the queen's ships seems to 

have been removed by the bravery with which the 

«.D. Foreaight had run aboard the great Madre de Dios; 

1.993. and planning now two expeditions at the same time, he 

obtained two ships royal, whidi be victualled himsdf, 

•nd with seven others in company suled for the coast 

of Spain, from whence he despatched three of these to 

*BAiuri>m t FuTc!iu,iii9. 
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the West Indie*. On the Spanith coast he had the 
good fortune to fall in with two French veaseli fiiiii) 
8t.Maloes: that port held for the League; the ships there, 
fore were acconnted SpaniardB, and the;^ were rich enough 
to repay the coats of his voyage more than threefold. 
One day, being separated ironi the rest of his fleet, off 
Penidie, he met with twelve hulks in the same place 
where Monson had been captured by the galleys esactly 
two years before on the same day. He required from 
ihem that respect which was due to her majesty's ship ; 
and they, presuming upon the strength of tndve agunst 
one, not coniidering how much better that one was 
prepared for war, refuged to render it. After two 
houie' fight he brought them to hie mercy ; and they 
to obtain it delivered up a great quantity of ammu- 
nition which they carried for the king of Spain's ser- 
vice. And here the earl committed an error that might 
have cost him dear ; for, standing out to sea with some 
of these hulks, he left Monson in his bng boat with 
fiftymen to rummage the others. Towards evening, those 
which he had under his. custody gave him the sUp, and 
returned to their comrades ; and Monson would again 
have been made prisoner in his turn if he had not leaped 
oat of the vessel into his boat on one side ae they boarded 
him on the other ; and in so doing he received a hurt 
in the leg, which annoyed him during the remainder of 

The earl, upon the intdligence which he obtained 
here, made for the Western lalands, hoping to fall in with 
the carracks before they should meet the Portugueie fleet 
which had been ordered thither to convoy them. One 
of that fleet he captured off th^ Isle of Flores ; but being 
far too weak to encounter their whole force, of which he 
obtained sight the nexi day, he stood off to avoid them, 
and hovered about for three weeks, till he learned that 
the carrackt had passed safely. By this time he had 
been taken ill ; and his life is said to have been saved by 
cow's milk, Monson having ventured ashore on Corvo, 
and there obtained a milch cow, what with threata and 
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what with promiBeB of reward. They then made home- 
ward ; and the whole fleet were bo patted during a calm, 
which lasted several days, that they never saw each 
other agun till they met in England some four or five 
weeks aflerwaidB. This was the most gainful voyage 
that the earl made " before or aft«r."* 

Meantime the three shipB,> which bad been despatched 
to the West Indies reached St Lnda, refreshed them- 
selves there, and made for the pearl fishery at Mar. 
garita. That fishery was carried on in four randteriai, 
or asaembla^s of hula : sis or seven such villages were 
erected on difi^rent parts of the coast, though only one at 
a time nas occupied ; and when the fishery failed in one 
place, die persons engaged in it removed to another, the 
empty hnis being always ready for them. The pearls, 
fbr safety, were carried mopthly to Margarita, which 
' stood about three leagues from the shore. Langlon, 
who commanded the privateers, having taken a Spaniard, 
and learned from him the situalion of the inhabited 
rancheria, surprised it by a night march with twenty- 
eight men, and carried off about iOOOt. worth of pearls. 
Afterwards, he brought the ships there, and compelled 
the inhabitants to ransom their huts and canoes for as 
many pearls as were valued at 2000 ducats. The 
alarm had now been given, and when they tried a land- 
ing at Cumana they were fain to retire, not without 
loss. They had no better fortune on any part of the 
Spanish main. Making then for Hispaniola, they were 
glad to provide themselves with water upon the little 
island of Savona, procured by digging a hole not t¥renty 
paces from the wash of the sea, and setting a hogshead 
therein with the head knocked out, by which means, 
water, "losing its saltness in that passage," was plentiAiUy 
taken. They now coasted along, exacdng contribudons 
from the different e»tantM» and ingeniot, that is to 
uy, breeding farms and sugar works, as they wenL 
After eight months spent to little profit in hovering 
about Hispaniola, Jamaica, and Cuba, they made for 
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the bay of RonduraSj and within four leagues of Porto 
Cavalla deacried seven abipB in the road. Though thej 
were then anl^ tno En company they anchored within 
caliver ahol, moored their shipe head and stem, and 
bent their hroadsidea unto them^ and there fevg^t all 
that day with those seven ships, and all night now and 
then a. shol. The next day they brought a vessel of 
twenty Ions from the shore, set her on fire, and en- 
deavoured with their boats to bring her across the 
Admiral ; hut when the Spaniards saw their intent Ihey 
got into their boats and made For the land, carrying the 
rudders with them, that none should sail away with the 
ships. The English laded the Admiral with the best 
out of the other vessels, and sent ashore to ask if the 
Spaniards would ransom the rest; and as the answer 
was delayed, they first fired one which was laden with 
hides and logwood, and then another with a ca^o of sar- 
saparilla; but all such ransoming had been forbidden 
by the king, and the privateers were left to lake their 
own course. Nothing more is related of their proceed- 
ings, except that they heaved the ordnance overboard, 
saving two or three brass pieces, in hope some English. 
men might be the better for them afterwards, brought 
away the Admiral of 250 tons, and carried thia ^ze 
safely to Plymouth.* 

In the ensuing year, the eari set forth on his eighth 
voyage, at his own charge, with the help of some ad- 
venturers. The force consisted of the Royal Exdiange, 
250, captain George Cave; the May Flower of the 
same burden, vice admiral captain WUlJam Antony ; 
the Samson, rear admiral captain Nicholas Downton, 
a caravel, and a small pinnace. Early in April they 
sailed from Plymouth, came in sight of St. Michael's 
at the be^uning of June, and ten days afterwards they 
descried s great Indian ehip, whose burden they 
estimated at 3000 tons ; and which, indeed, was one of 
&e largest ships ever employed in the Indian trade.f 

• Purehii, IHT. t n>14 
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The fate of this unbappj ship has been fully recorded 
by the Portugueze is well as by the English. 

The nune of this carrsck was the Cineo CKaga», or 
Five WoundE, in reverential hoDotjr of which it had, with 
the unial Romish ceremonieB on such occasionB, been 
named. The Capitam Mor Francisco de Mello em- 
barked in her from Gob, in 159S, at the same time 
that the other ahipa of the fleet s^ed from Cochim ; 
all, according to the customary and fatal improTidence 
of the Portugueze, deeply overladen. After vainly 
endeavouring to make the Cape, the Cbagas, with much 
difficulty, put back to Mozambique, and wintered there. 
Thither also the Nuareth put back, arriving in such a 
Btate, that it was found impoaidble to repair her. She 
hid been htult of ill-seasoned timber^ and, in conse- 
quence of orer-fre^ht, had suffered so much in bad 
weather, that her reaching the island was considered 
little lets than miraculouB ; and there alao arrived 
117 Portngueze and 65 slaves, being the remainder of 
the crew of the s}iip St Alberto : diat ship had been 
wrecked upon the Penedo dos Pontes ; and Nuno Velbo, 
formerly commandant at Sofala, t^ng command of 
the people, directed their course bo well, that, by an inland 
journey of 300 leagues, he brought them in three 
months to the Jale of Inhaca, and from thence found 
means of embarking them for Mozambique. Of all 
the other Portuguese sbips^ many as they were, which 
had been wrecked upon that fatal coast, the people, 
thon^ in very many cases they got to shore, had always 
periahed ; and there are no bdes of shipwreck more 
deeply distreasfnl than the faithful relations which have 
been piesored respecting their aufferiDgs. Many of 
these people deemed it better to return to India than 
pursue a voyage which had so miserably b^un. For 
others who persevered room was made in the Chagai ; 
and that ship, taking on board the jewels of flie other 
two vessels, (for this part of the St Alberlo's treisurea 
had been saved,) and the whole lading of the Naiarelb, 
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uUed once more for Borope, her crew conutdng of 
about 1400 perions, of whom VJQ were daves.* 

Before this ill-fated vessel piued the Cape it enconn- 
tered long and frequent stonnR, which compelled it to 
throw overboftrd mni^ of its cargo, and some of ita 
pioTisionB alao. All on board expected that they abonld 
have made for St. Helena, when the captain produced 
hia inatructioni, wherehy, upon a report that the En. 
g^iah would be there, be wa« forbidden to touch at 
that place ; and ordered, in case hu food or water ran. 
low, to put into St. Paulo de Loanda. Theae orders, 
though agaiuBt his own judgement, he thought it hia duty 
to olie; : to Loanda therefore be went, remained there 
a few days, took many slaves on board, and meeting 
aoon afterwards with the usual calma in that peetilendil 
region, the fatal disease known by the name of the 
Mai de Loanda carried off about half the crew, and left 
the EurriTors in a state of miierable weakness. Hia 
farther inatruetions were to make for the Isle of Corro, 
^eie there would be a fleet to protect him : but at 
Mozambique be had leant the destcuction of the Santa 
Cruz, and the capture of the Madre de Sios ; and 
having held a comidl when they came in the latitude 
of the Azores, it was resolved that they ahould avoid 
those islands altogether. Before, however, three days 
had elapsed, a mutinous representation against this de- 
termination wu got up among the aoldiers ; and npon 
enquiring into the state of die stores, the ii^rt wss, 
that it was abwilutdy necessary to touch at the islands, 
and there take in proviaiona and water. Accordingly 
they tteesetA for Ctsro ; and bdng fidly aware that pri- 
vateers would be cruising in that direction, they prepared^ 
as trell aa their debilitated state would permit for battle. 
A little while fortune favoured them. They came in si^t 
of CoTVDj.lnit the wind prerenled them fiom coming 
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to anchor ihere : they stood therefore for Fayal, and 
off that island fell in with the earl of Cumberland's 
squadron.* 

" The May Flower first got up to her, and received 
an unwelcome salutation. In the night, the Samson 
came in, and continued the fight, and at last the 
admiral. They agreed that the admiral should lay the 
carradc aboard on the prow, the Tioe-admiral on the 
waist, and die reBT..admiTal on the quarter ; but it fell 
ont that the admiral, laying her aboard at the loof, 
recoiled a«t«m, the vice-admiral being so near, that she 
was lain to run with her bolt-sprit between the two 
quarters, which forced the rear-admiral to la; her 
aboard on the bow." The Portugueze had pledged 
themsdves to esch other that they would defend 
the ship to the last, and rather perish with her in 
the sea or in the flames, than surrender so rich a prize 
to the heretics. There were many hrare and honour. 
aUe men □□ board of the old Portugueze stamp, ca- 
pable of adhering to such a resolution ; but those who 
had no honour to lose, and lives at stake, were so greatly 
the m^oritf, that if there bad been an alternative they 
would not have been allowed to choose. One of the 
roost distingnished persons, Don Rodrigo de Cordoba, 
had both his legs shattered ; and, as he was carried 
'below in a ^ing state, he exclaimed, " Sirs, 1 have 
got this in die dischai^ of my duty. Be of good 
heart ; let do one fbrsalte his post ; and let as be cou- 
somed rather than taken." Accwding to the Fortu- 
gneze, the privateers twice boarded the earrack, and 
were twice driven out : a third time they boarded, one 
of them bearing a white flag, as eipeetiiig that the 
Portugueze would gladly accept the proposal of sur- 
rendering: in fact they bad b^nn to waver; but the 
Eugliahmsn who carried this flag was the first of that 
party who was killed ; and when a second pilot hoisted 
another flag at the poop, Nuno Velho threw it over 
board, and would have killed the man if he had not 
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esoped by speedy flight The Engliih, indeed, luf- 
fered consideiahle laes : they had one and twenty slun. 
Antony, their Tice-admiral, was killed ; Downton, the 
rear-admiral, crippled for lift ; aod Cave, who com- 
manded the earl's ship, mort^y wounded by a shot 
throngb both legs. But the privateera, in the heat of 
action, seem to have foi^tten that booty was ther 
oliject, and, instead of endeavouring to take poaseauon 
of the carruk, aimed at destroying her. " After many 
Uckerings," aays the writer in Pnrchaa, " fire-work* 
flew about interchangeably. At last, the vice-admiral, 
with a culverin shot at hand, fired the carrack in her 
stem, and the rear-admiral her forecastle, by a shot 
that gave fire to the mat on the beak'bead, from thence 
turning to the mat on the bolt-sprit, and so ran up to 
the topsail-yard ; they plying and maintaining their 
fires go well with their small shot, that many of those 
which came to quench them were slaio. These fires 
iucreaaed so sore, that the vice-admiral's fore-sail and 
fore-topsail were both burnt ; the rear-admiral being in 
like predicament ; while the admiral, with much danger 
and difficulty, quenched the fires thrown into her from 
the carrack. To save themsdves in this heat and Airy, 
the admiral and vice-admital fell off, leaving the rear- 
admiral foul of the carrack'a spritsail-yard, in great 
danger to have been consumed with her, had they not 
helped ber off with their boats." * 

A scene more dreadM than the action itself ensued. 
P. Frey Antonio, a Frandacan, was seen, with a cru- 
cifis in his hand, encouraging the poor wretches to 
commit themsdvei to the wave* and to God's mercy, 
rather than perish in the flames. The greater put 
threw themselves overboard, clinging to such things as 
were cast into the sea for them to float by. The En- 
glish boats, it is said, made no endeavour to save any of 
tl|em : it is even affirmed that they butchered in the 
water those who came near and entreated to be taken on 
board. The rear-admiral's boat must, however, be ex- 
• BtKotli Tnglco-UulUnu, U. 5]£-£lS. PiKdu 1147. 
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empted ftom this atrodouE chif^ ; for b; that bast 
Nuno Velho wm picked up, Brsz Correa, the caplain 
of the Nazareth, and three other persons ; ten more, it 
appears by the Portugueze account, were in like manner 
saved. Among the pasaeDgers in this unfortunate ship 
irere two Poitugueze ladies of high birth, Do&a Isabel 
Pereira, a widow, whose father had been chief captain 
of the island of Goa, and whose husband, Diogo de 
Mello Coutinho, had held the command in Ceylon : 
her daughter, Doila Luiza de MeUo, a young and beau- 
tiftil damsel, waa with her. They had been wrecked in 
the Santo Alberto, andhad performed ajoumey of nearly 
1000 miles after that wreck, through CafiHtia, on foot ; 
and when many of their fellow-Buffii^rs returned from 
Mozambique to India, they had reBolved on resnnun'g 
their voyage, because the young lady was going to take 
possession of her enUuled property at Evora. Mother 
and daughter, when they saw that no help waa to be 
hoped for from the privateers, and that they had to 
choose between the fire and the watfir, fastened them_ 
selves together with a FranciEcan cord; and their 
bodies, thus fastened, were cast ashore upon the island 
of Fayal. According to the Portngueze statement, 
about 500 persons perished in the ship ; according to 
the English, there were more than 1100 on board 
when she left Loanda, of whom only fifteen were saved ! 
NuQO Velho and Bniz Correa were broi^ht prisoueia 
to England, where the earl is said to have treated them 
wdl, and to Uve entertuned Ihera a whole year as his 
guests : they vtxe then ransomed for 300O cruiados, 
which Nnno Vdho paid for both.* 

It was not, however, immediately after this de> 
plontble action that the eail sailed homeward : he con- 
tinued cruising among the islands about a month loi^^, 
when they came in sight of another carrack of 1500 
tons, homeward bound frtaa India. They took her fqr 
a Spanish ship of war, and under that mistake b^aa 
a more cautiaua action. After a while a boat was sent 
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to nnnmon her to Burrender to the qneen of England's 
eta-pt under the earl of Cumberland's command, unless 
she would undergo die same fat« as the Cbagtu ; to 
bear tesdmonj of whidi two prisonen were put in 
the boat, and, dte Foitugueze taj, boond. The Portn. 
gueze capttdn letumed a brave answer : he acknow. 
ledged Don Philip, king of Spain, he mid, not the 
queen of England ; and if the eail of Cumberland had 
been at the homing of the Cinco Chagas, so had be, 
D. Luis Coutinho, been at the defeat and capture of air 
Bicbard OrenTille in the queen of England's ship the 
Revenge. Let tlie earl do what he dared for his queen, 
and he, D. Luia, would do what he was able for his 
king: his ship was homeward bound from India, 
laden with riches, and with man; jewels on hoard ; let 
tbe English take her if thej could !'' The fight was 
then renewed*, but intermitted by the calm, and re- 
mitted (as the English rdater allows) hy the remisser 
company; their captuns being ilain and wounded; 
wh^enpon &ej gave over," and sailed for England, 
" having done much harm to the enemy, and little 
good to themselves." t 

" The earl, not liking his ill partage in the Madre a.d. 
de Dios, nor this unhappier loss of two carracks toriSSS. 
want of sufBcient strength to take them, built a ship of 
his own of 800 tonsj at Deptford, which the queen. 
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at her hunehing, turned the Scourge of MaUce *, the 
best ship that had ever before been built by any sub- 
ject." In this, irilh three other vessels in company, 
2ie wonld have made what is called his ninth voyage ; 
but nhen he had reached Plymouth, the queen Tecalled 
him ; and the shipi took only three Baltic Tcaaels laden 
with Spanish property of Utile value. He set forth 
again in the enauing year, but sprung hia mainmast, 
'■o- and was forced to return. His next enterprise was 
^^' upon a smaller scale ; for Esses and the lord admiral 
going to the coast of Spain with a large fleet of &e 
queen's, together with a squadron of Flemish men of 
war, " hia lordship thought good to await some glean- 
ings in so great a vintage." So he seat out captain 
Frauds Slingsby, in the Ascenaiou of 300 tons, carry- 
ing thirty-foui guna and 130 men, " chiefly to look 
for such ships aa should come from Lisbon." The 
captain got sore wounded in a vain attempt made with 
his boats against a caravel : after which the Spanish 
admiral set forth six ships against him ; and Umsdf 
and another ship, falling in with the Ascension, laid her 
aboard, one on the bow and the other on the quarter ; 
' and now the mouths of the great ordnance, being 
near in place to whisper, roared out their thunders, and 
pierced thorow and diorow on all hands ; which 
ended, the Spaniards leaped into the fore chains and 
main chains, thinking to have entered the ship, but 
were bravely repelled. And the En^sb, seeing many 
together under the admiral's half deck,* discbai^d 
among them a foirier laden with case shot, to their no 
small harm, so that die Spaniards were content to fall 
off. Of ours, two and twenty were slain and hurt ; 
which losa Lg^ted as much on them which hid them- 
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■elTcB, as those which bUnxI to the fight. To prevent 
the Ute afterwarib, (he; put safe in hold the chinitgeon, 
carpenter, and cooper, for the public dependence on 
them ; and made fut the hatches, that othen ehooLl 
not seek refdge. But the Spanish admiral tacked about 
' and went in for Lisbon ; and the Ascension, continuing 
till they had but a fortnight's proTision left, returned, 
with hurt to thetDselvea and loss also to his lordship." 

From the conduct of the men in this action, and from 
other instances, it appears, that an English sea captain 
could not, in those days, rely with that perfect confl. 
dence npoa his crew, which has imilbrndy been felt 
within our remembrance. The national character was 
always brave; but that national spirit had not yet been 
formed among our sailors, which renders courage as 
much a moral principle as an animal impulse. 

The eaii's success in so many adventures had not 
been such as would have encouraged a prudent man to 
repeal them ; but a prudent man would not have en> 
gi^ed in them at first. He now obtained letter* patent 
authorising him to levy sea and land forces, and prepared 
for the greatert expalition that. had ever been under- ,*'.'i 
taken by a subject without the assistance of the sovereign, 
both in number of ships and laud forces. The ibrce 
consisted of eighteen sail ; and the earl " having by 
several voysges before attained to a perfect knowledge 
in sea afiira," took the command in person. " Besides 
his general design to take, destroy, or any way else to 
impoverish and impeach the Idng of Spain or his sub- 
jects, he grounded his voyage npon two hopes." The 
first wss that of intercepting the outward-bound East 
Jndiamen as soon as they shoold sail from the Tsgua. 
The time of their departure was certain ; it could not 
be later than April ; and as in burden they exceeded all 
other European ships, and went out full freighted with 
commodities for the East Indies, and much money also 
was s«it out in them, they would have aboudautly en- 
ridied him and the other adventurers. > This was his first 
hope. His other was, if this should fail, to make an 
n S 
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■ttempt with bii knd fbrcet upon EOme isluid or town 
" that would yield him wealth ind riches, being the chief 
tad of his undeitabiiig/' — a most unworthy one for one 
bom of nich a line, in aiich a station, and to tudi sn 
inhaitaiice I The mccen of hii flnt olfjeet depended 
greatly npon the lecreay of Ihe expedition ; and if he 
had done well and proTidently, " his fleet," Eaya Mon- 
Bon, " should have been furnished, without rumour, 
noiae, ot aoUee, in several harbours ; and the men should 
not have known the design of their voyage, nor that 
they wtxe to meet and compose a nuin fleet" The 
whole fleet, however, assembled at Plymouth, and sailed 
fiom thence on the 6th of March. 

The wind being prosperous, though tbeie was much 
of it, their passage was so fair as to put him in hope that 
God bad prepared them an unlooked-for fbrtune, if it 
were well handled, and that he might get sure intelli- 
gence concerning the departure of the carracks; " the 
doing of which undiscovered," says he, " thou^ hard, 
yet I knew was not impossible for him that could 
well work;" and considering the mighty importance, 
he resolved to do it himself, taking with him two other 
ships ; which two only he meant should be seen on the 
coasts ; and accordingly he left the rest of the fleet, ap- 
pointing them where to lie till he should r^oin them. 
" But God," says he, " whose will is beyond man's reso- 
lutions, forced me to alter this ; for my masts, not 
made so sufBdently as I expected, both now began to 
show dieir weakness, eqiedally my mainmast, which 
I continutlly looked would have gone overboard. My 
marinen were at their wits' end; and I protest I would 
have ffyea SOfKU. for a new ooe ; the greatest part of 
my strength both by sea and land having been lost, if 
that ship had returned in this extremity. Hearing all 
that would, I heard many opinions to little purpose." 
80 he resolved for himself (though many thought it 
dangerous, lat the wind should with a atonn come up 
U Wa.W.), to go to the Beriings, and there ride till 
his maita were fished. He knew the road, which no 
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one else' in the ship did; and his feu was not of the 
vind, but lest he Bhonld he discovered, being widiin 
diree leagues of Peniche, from whence caravels came off 
to fish. " Go thither," m;s he, " I must, hopelesB 
otherwise to repair those desperate ruins. My ship was 
black, which well furthered m; device ; and diough she 
were great, jet showed not so afar off. Wlierefi»re J 
came in about eight of the clock at night upon Thnrs- 
Aay, when I was sure all the fishermen were gone to 
sell their fiah at Lisbon, and from the main they could 
not make me. Before the morning I had down my 
topmasts, my main yard unrigged, and all things ready 
for my carpenters to work. The small ships with me I 
made stand off to sea all day, that, not having any 
in my company, I should be the less suspected; and 
thus with a strai^ flag dancing upon my poop, I 
rid, without giving chase to any, as though I had 
been some merchant, every day divers ships coming by 
me that were both good prize, and had been worth the 
taldng." By working night and day, he was ready to BaO 
on Saturday night. The flshermen wotdd retnm to 
their fishing ground on the night following ; and his 
hope was to get away undiscovered by them, and r^oin 
his fleet, which he had appointed to wait for him in the 
same latitude, between twenty and thirty leagues off.* 

At night, however, he heard firing between him lad 
the shore, and rightly guessed that it was his own small 
ship and litde pinnace in action with a vesael whidi 
diey had seen them chasing to windward before the 
night closed ; and judging, also, that she was above 
their s'ttei^, he slipped hi* anchor, and " soon came to 
help ^e poor little one*, mudi ovn-matched." He tool 
her for a Biseayan, and therefore concluded that she 
would fight well ; and, in fact, she returned auch an 
answer to his broadude, that he had three men killed, 
six or seveu hurt, and his ship shot in uz tn' seven 
places, some of them very dangerous. But, npm 
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boardingaad taking her, she proved to be aHftmburgfan 
Udea with prohibited commodities. Much as this ac- 
tion exposed him to discoTeiy, he got out of Bight of 
land hj ixjlamk ; succeeded, "by gtrnttgem, in cap. 
Hiring a flslung boat from the Tagus; and learned from 
the men, that, with the next fair wind, five carracka 
would Bail, " with moTe treaauie on board than ever 
went in one jear for the Indies, and alao twenty-flve 
ships for Brazil. This welcome news," says . the 
earl, " was accompanied with the meeting again of my 
whole fleet, which at that very instant I descried ; so 
now being joined, I wished far nothing but a happy 
honr to see those hing looked'after monsters, whose 
wealth exceeds thdr greatness, yet be the; the greatest 
ships in the world." Not doubting to meet them 
now, and well knowing the way they would come, and 
being made restless by the joy of such hope, the earl 
and his fleet " continued gaihig for that which came 
not," til] disappointment stared them in the face ; then 
the commander stood for the Tagus in oike of his smaller 
vessels, captured a boat, and learned, that at the time he 
took the first fishing boat, a ship, with Spaniards <hi 
board, from England, had arrived at Lisbon, which ship 
was in Plymonth* when he sailed from the sound, and 
had given intelligence that he was at sea, and that his 
oltject certunly was to intercept the Indian fleet. He 
learned, also, that caravels had been sent ont to search 
every where for him ; one of which, when he retnmed 
to his fleet, he understood had come by them to wind- 
ward, and discovered them all. t 

It was now evident, that the carracks would alter 
their course, if they put to sea at all ; and, in despair 
of winning them by any other means, die etil went 
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Rgsin to the TsguB, to Bee whether they were come bo 
low down the riyer that it might be possible to board 
them in the night. The wind fiiTODred him ; he got 
in between the Cachopot", and saw them riding in the 
bay of Oeyras. " Here," Bays he, " had I too much 
of my deaire, leeing what I desired to see, but hopeless 
of the good I expected by seeing them ; for tbey were 
where no good could be done upon them, riding within 
the castle of St. Julian, which bath in it above 100 
pieces of great ordnance ; so as though I could have 
got in (which I verily believe I could), it had not been 
potttble to have returned, the wind being ever very ECant 
to come forth withal, and banging, for the most part, 
so far northerly, as that, for feai of the CacAepot, I must 
of force have run dose by their platforms. With 
tills unpleasant sight I returned for my fleet." t 
Here ended hia hope of enriching himself by this 
enterprise. To the Spaniards, however, or rather to 
the Portugueze, the injury was very grest; for rather 
tiian put themselves in hazard of him and his fleet, tbey 
chose to give over their voyage, and lose the excessive 
<^iarge they bod been put unto in fiimishing their ships ; 
and these carracks lay at home without employment the 
whole year after." Sanguine adventurers had carried 
their hopes at this time very far : they thought that the 
Indians, or rather the Portugueze in India, could not sn1>< 
sist without those commodities which they received from 
Portugal ; and that, if the outward-bound fleet w«e 
intercepted, or prevented ftom sailing for three or 
four years, the Portugueze Indians must have been 
compdled to trade with England, rather thsu endure the 
want of European goods ; and that in time the Indies 
mi^t have been divided from Portugal, especially if a 
younger son of the Prior D. Antonio had been carried 
out, " whom, no doubt," says Monson, "they mi^t 
have been forced to accept as ting." 

The earl sailed now for the Canaries ; and haying 
* TbaCM^^uthciriK called Id Purchu,uulO«y[uia oiled mm 
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beeo informed hj some SpanUidei, and by soine of oni 
own people nho bad been piisonen tbete, that theie 
dwdt a marqnia o& the iiland of Lancavta, whoM 
ntmmo would be worth 100,00(U., he delennined upon 
attempting to surprise faim. But th<se per«ouB, who 
andenoak to pilot him into the road, and theo guide 
him to the caatle, even in the datknen, had nearly car- 
ried him upon a ledge of rocks in the road ; so he was 
faia Co cast anchor dll the morning i and then, though 
he had " no hope left to catch the marquis," unleia he 
were to ahut himself up in the caatle, jret the earl 
thought it meet to set all his sotdiere on shore, seeing 
that he had never till then given them any training, and 
" well knew many of them to be very raw, and un- 
practised to service at land." The day selected for the 
service was Good Friday. The earl, in fear of an ague 
from the cold which he had taken in the last night's 
wati^ng, confined himself to hie catiin, " took some 
atroDg phyaic, and was let blood ;" and sir John Beilte- 
ley was sent in command of the men, it being certain 
that the place could make no resistance against such a 
force. They landed near Porto deNaoa. The guide said 
the chief town upon the island, Cayas, or Rubicon (from 
whence tite biahc^ of the Canary islands were styled 
Ushope of Rulttcon, till die island of Gran Canaiia was 
conquered), was but three miles from the landing-place; 
it proved more than three leagues, and of " the most 
wicked marching for loose stones and aand." The town 
vas abandoned before diey reached it ; only, as they 
marched, " the mountuneers would watch if any strag- 
gled, and desperately sasault them with tbdr knees*, 
bdng so swift of foot that none could come near them." 
The caatle wu about half amile from &e town, within 
and about which were now some four or five score men ; 



<i„Goo^lc 



I>AMCSItOIA. 41 

hit tfaey retited without fighting, and the privateen 
took pOBoesiion of it. The; found within it twelve or 
more brazen guna, ..." the least bases, the most ciilverins 
and demi-culTerinB, and an innumerable company of 
atones laid in places of greatest advantage. The house 
itself, built of squared stones, flanked very strongly and 
enniiingly both for oSbnce and defence ; the entrance 
thereunto not, as in our forts, of equal height with 
the foundation ground, but raised about a pike's 
length in height, so that, without the use of a ladder, 
there could be no entering. Some of our wisest com- 
manders said, that if they had drawn in their ladders, and 
only shut the door, twenty men might have kept it 
against 500."* 

Lancerota was the fint of the Canary islands upon 
which the Eur<^eans establlAed tbemedves. A party 
of Norman adventurers, under Jehan de Betancour, 
landed there in 1400; and their history is the exact 
prototype of Columbus's. They were hospitably re- 
ceived; they took advantage of that hoGpitality to con- 
struct a fort; they left a garrison there; and that 
garrison behaved " in such a licentious and cruel 
manner towards the king and the nation," that their 
commander and many others were deservedly cut off, and 
the survivors reduced to the last extremity when the con- 
querors returned there.t We know not enough of the 
Canarians, to perceive how far they deserved the misery 
which the Spaniards brought upon them ; but for the 
Spsniardi here, as in the West Indies, and along the coast 
of America, the sins of 'the fathers were visited upon the 
diildren; and the Englieh, the buccaneers, and the Al- 
gerinea^, were to them what the; had been to the indige* 
nous inhabitants. The earl of Cumberland's object in 
touching at these ialands was no better than that of the 
Algerines ; but it was not worse than what the warfare 
of the age, by common consent, allowed of; and nothing 
occurred here to fill him with compunction in his latter 
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dayi. " No further harm nos done to the town or 
culle, than that of borrowiag eonte necesuiies," — for 
which DO payment was intended. The town b described 
ai consisting st that time of somewhat more than 100 
houses, rudely built, and commonly of one story ; the 
roofs with just sufficient sloping to cast off the rain, 
" covered only with canes or straw laid upon a few 
rafters, and very dirt oast upon them, which, being 
hardened by the sun, becomelb shower-proof." There 
was an old church, — which was, ind^, the mother 
church of those islands, — a poor structure, having " no 
windows, nor admitting li^t otherwise than by the 
door;" it had no chancel, but was one undivided room, 
with slone seats along the side, and at the one end an 
altar, with the appurtenants." There was also an un. 
finished convent, which was a neat quadrangular build- 
ing, " with more commodities of fresh water and garden 
than any other place in the town, even the maiquia's 
bouse. " Nothing, in a manner," says the chaplain, 
" wasleflin the town, saving bulla, and pardons, and di- 
vers houses, and good store of very excellent wine and 
cheese." Of the quality of the wine. Dr. Layfield was 
probably a more competent judge than the earl, who 
upon that Good Friday kept an involuntary fast : his 
lordship says, that " some little wine only was found, 
which little was too much ; for it distempered so many, 
that if there had been a strong enemy to have attempted, 
they should have found drunken resistance ; the meaner 
sort being most overthrown already; and the com- 
manders, some distempered with wine, some with pride 
of themselves, or acorn of others ; so as there were very 
few of them but that f^l to most disorderly outrage one 
with another. It was, in fact, a mutinous disorder of 
dnuikemiess*;" and sir John Berkeley, "with much 
grief, told the earl, that if he took not some severe course 
. to remedy these things, it would be the ruin of their 
voyage." Theearl, therefore, went out here the next day 
to see the men trained, the greater paUofwhom he found 
" both rude and raw ;" and callii^ all the commanders 
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before hiin, he relmked tbem for their yesterdiy'a con- 
duct, and gave arddea boih for their counet atland and 
MS, reading to them his conmiaeion, that they might 
Icnoir he had fhll power to execute the puniAmeDt 
which he had set down for every ofieitce, and aaauriag 
them be would not be alow in bo doing if they offended. 
One of the fleet, which had not been ready to tail 
with them from England, joined company between 
Gran Canaria and Teneriffe, and brought aome Eolith 
prieonere who had escaped in a fishing boat ftom Lis- 
bon. These men reported that the carracka, in con- 
sequence of hia depaituie from the coast, were to sail in 
a few dsys ; and some days accordingly were spent in 
waiting for them, till it became certain either that they 
had gone by, or (as was afterwards ascertained) had 
given np the voyage for that year. The captains and 
masters thenhavingagreed that it was not fit to tarry any 
longer npon that hope, counsel was held cooceming 
their further proceedings, and some were for an attempt 
upon Pernambaco, which had been so far contemplated 
from the banning, that the earl had brought with him 
bis old Portugaeze pilots, well acquainted with the Bra- 
zilian ports. These pilots thought the season too far 
spent, for they had often at that seaaon been obliged to 
put back to Lisbon, and, " on their last passage, had been 
six or seven weeks in getting one degree : " some of the 
adventurers, however, replied, " that it might fall ont 
otherwise, and that though they might be long in getting 
thither, yet they were sure of winning the place easily, 
and gaining wealth enongh by the conquesL The earl felt 
it was now time to disdoie his own intentions, being " so 
far shot to the aouthward, that he was sure not to meet 
with any going to the northward, so that no news of 
him could reach Spain till it came from the Indies." 
" Then laid I before them," said he, " how our men 
were already many of ihem sick, and that undoubtedly 
th6 crossing the line would keep them from recovering, 
although the passage were as good as man could wish. 
Besides, I remembered them of intelligence giroi us, 
both upon the coast of Spain and the island, that th* 
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king had sent thither, to defend die place againit me, 
600 Boldien ; and also it was likely be had given order, 
that if they aaw themaelves not strong enough to redit, 
they ghould flee with (hdi portable goods into the 
moantaini, and aet ihdr augar and Braul (rood on fire : 
thm were we sure to hare nothing. And lastly, if we 
beat long nndcr the line, undoubtedly looat of our men 
wonld fall tick, and then should we be farced to retnrn 
without doing anything; for to no other place cooldwe 
go, once bearing np upon that occamon." Peiedving 
by thai ailence that what he said had produced the de- 
sired effiict, he proceeded to say, diat, not to conceal 
longer what hitherto had been kept secret for the good of 
all, the truth was, he had " never any intentiim to go for 
Brazil, after he found that they could not leave England 
before Christmas ; bnt that the W^est Indies was his 
ol^eet," where there were many probebilities to make a 
voyage by, — as, first, the sacking of Mftigarita, which 
they knew was rich ; then Puerto Rico ; after that St. 
Domingo ; then, in July, the outward-bound fleet would 
be in the Acoa, where we coold not miss them ; and if 
these gave ua not content, in the end of July or August 
we should meet tbe fleet at Cape S. Antonio. Some of 
these projects, he mentioned, " more," he says, " to carry 
the men with good hldng thither, than for any thought 
he bad of them himself." 

All entering unto his Tiews "with greedy desire and 
hopeful expectation," he directed them each to make the 
best of his way for Dominica, thinking it better to go 
stragi^g diither, there being possilulity to meet some 
purchase by the way, which they were most in likeli- 
hood of when they spread Authest" There they had aQ 
anivedon the S3d of May, and &en Aey carried their sick 
on shore. The island was inhabited only hy Indians, 
who hated die Spaniards, and liked the French no 
better, but wnc well pleased with English visiters. 
They brought great store of potatoes, plantains, pines, 
pepper, and tobacco, for which they most desired to 
have swords, hatchets, and knives in exchange ; dothei. 
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alio, were very much in teqnen with them ; bnt if thej- 
could get none, beads or any gaud; baubles were bc-- 
eepted. The; (poke some Spaniih words, . . . probably 
enongfa for til the intereonne that wai lequiied. Tfa^ 
diowed ■ great deaue to obtain the wne lint of ac- 
quaintauce with the language of their new friends : 
" some of them/' says Ihe chaplain, "would point to moat 
parti of bii body, aiid having told the name of it in the 
language of Dominica, he would not rest till he were 
told it in English ; which having once heard, he wnold 
repeat, till he could either name it rig^t, or at least till 
he thought it wu right ; and so commonly it would be, 
laving that to all words ending in a consonant they al- 
ways set tbe second vowel ; as, for chin they say Ain-jie, 
so msldng the monoayllahles dissyllables." The chaplain 
thought their " wits were able to direct them to things 
bodily profitable :" he describes them as using either a 
Ivoad dieet of basket-worit, or a very broad leaf in its 
slead, to shelter them against the rain, because it washed 
^ their red pain^ which was so laid on, be aaid, that 
if yon touched it, yon found it oa your fingers. They 
made a drink of the cassava or mandioc root ; " better 
of their pines (and it should seem, says Layfield, that 
might be made an excellent liqnor) ; bat the best, and 
Teserved for the king's cup only, was of potatoes." The 
earl brooght the squadron into a goodly bay, able to re- 
ceive a greato' navy than had been teacher in the me- 
mory of that age: it was at the N. W. end of the island; 
and his information directed him to seek for a hot 
spring there, which he found fast by the aide of a very 
fine river. " The bath," says Iiaj^eld, " is as hot as 
athcr the Cross bath or the King's bath in the city of 
Bath in En^and ; and within three or four yards run- 
neth into the river, whidi, within a stone's csst, disbnr- 
deneth itselTinto the sea. Hete the side men specially 
found good refreshing ;" and here they reinained' till the 
lat of June. It was thought convenient to take a 
msater of their omnpHuea hav, " and iMnething better 
to acquaint every one with hia own colours ; " but the 
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weather proved so unfavourible tbat tluE could not be 

But notwithitandiag the ill weather, the beauty of the 
country made a strong impreenon upon those whose 
hearts were not wholly set upon schemes of plunder. 
It ia " 10 monntaJnouB," says Layfleld, " tbat the val- 
leys may better be called pits than plains; and withal ao 
unpasiably woody, that it is marvellonB how thoae naked 
Goub can pull themadves througb them, withont renting 
thdr natural cloUiea. Some speak of more ea«y pass. 
Bgea in the inland of the island, which makes it probable 
that they leave those skirts and edges of their country 
thus of purpose for a wall of defence. Their tiilU are 
appareled with very goodly green trees, of many sorts. 
The tallness of these unrequested trees makes die hilla 
seem more hilly than of themselves happily they are ; 
for they grow so like good children of some happy civil 
body, without envy or oppression, as that diey look like 
a proud meadow about Oxford, when, after some ir- 
mption, Thames is agun coached low within bis own 
banks, leaving the earth's mantle more n^gy and flakey 
than otherwise it would have been ; yea, so much seem 
these natural children delighted with equality, and withal 
with muldpUcation, that, having grown to a definite 
stature, without desire of overtopping others, they will- . 
ingly let down their boughs, which, being come to the 
earth again, take root, as it were to continue die succes- 
sion of their decaying progenibm; and yet they do 
condnoally maintun diemselves in a green good.Iiking, 
through the liberality, pardy of the snn'a neighbourhood 
which providetfa them, in that nearness to the sea, of 
exceeding showers ; partly of many fine rivers, which, 
to requite the shadow and coolness they receive from the 
trees, give them badt again a continual r^cshing of 
very sweet and tasty water. * 

The weather, and the difficulty of finding an open 
piece of ground of sufficient extent, having rend^ed 
it impoaaitde for the eul to muster bis people here. 



<i„Goo^lc 



THE KiBL'8 gPBBOU. 47 

he Bailed, on the lit of Jnne, for the Virpn Islands, 
and on the aftentoon of the 3d, came to an anchor. 
A fit place having been diacoveied on one of these 
uninhabited ialands that eTening, the land fotces went 
ashore betimes on the following moming, being Whit 
Sunday. There he took a perfect muster of them. 
The companies, indeed (though after much aickness), 
were " goodl; in number, one might well aay, not so few 
aa a thousand." When they had been trained " into all 
sorts and faces of fights," the eail, who found tt, he sajs, 
" for many respects meet to speak to them, commanded 
the drums to beat a call; and the troops bdng drawn in 
the nearest closeness that conTenientl; tliey might be, 
tiiat he mig^t be heard of all, hia lordship, standing 
under a great cliff of a rock, his prospect to the seaward, 
stepped upon one of the greater atones, which added to 
big natural stature, gave him a pretty height above the 
other company; and so commanding audience, made a 
speech to them." We have the harangue preserved, aa 
nearly as he could remember it, in his own unfinished 
relation. " Kind countrymen and feLow soldiers," sfdd 
he, " I am sure there is none here but have marlced, 
and the wisest wonder at my light regarding the many 
gross faults committed among yon, suffering every man 
to do what he would, and urging no man fiirther than 
be listed. Many courses drew me to this patience; 
only one I will now utter, the rest being fitter to conceal 
to myself than to make so many acquainted with. The 
great hope of meeting the carracks made me hope for a 
short journey; which if it had happened, I thought it 
better to return with every man's good word, than by 
punishing of any to have their ill word at my return. 
But that hope ia altt^ther past; and now we are settled 
to another course, which, though it may be will not 
pove altogether so rich, and must of force keep ua 
longer abroad, yet I asaore you, upon my honour and 
conscience, I do conEtantly believe there will spring out 
of it more glory to God, more service to our prince and 
country, and more hoDOur to ourselves, than could have 
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been done hy the canadn if we h«d taken tbem 4II. 
For the better perfbnnuiee we muM &11 to anodier 
COtine; I in goveming, you in obeying; I in diiecdng 
jon what to do, yon in following mj directions ; to 
which end I have already delivered yon certain articles. 
And thou^ thete twenty dayt at the least yoa have 
h^d them amongst you, yet fear I there are some which 
wish they conld but light apon lo much si they would 
conceal from me. Base condidons be hateful things in 
men professing arms ; there is none faaaer than theft, 
and no thefl so base as for a man to steal from his own 
companion : and he that coni;ealeth any thing gotten in 
this jonmey, steaieth irom every man in it, . . all going to 
have their part of whatsoever is gotten. This I thought 
not unfit particularly to toDch, because the speech hath 
given great offence to the whole army, and no doubt 
may enconrage some of lewd and base humours araocg- 
US to do the iilce. But let the warning I now give you 
drive these thoughts out of their thoo^ta that hold 
them ; and be also a warning that they heedfblly ob- 
serve the rest of the articles. For, I assure you, my 
over-patient and forced sluggish hnmoor is ahakeu off ; 
and I will neither oversee, nor sofFer to pass unpunished, 
ill deservcrg." • 

As they were now within a day's sail of Puerto Rico, 
he appointed officers for the field. Twelve companies 
were made up, whereof if any " wanted the full number 
of eighty, Ihey were plentifully supplied by a large 
overplat of gallant gentlemen diat followed his lord> 
ship's colours, borne by captain Bromley ; and sir John 
Berkeley also had another eighty; so that the whole 
army appcdnled to land was near upon a thousand, ei- 
pecially seeing that the officers of several companies 
were not reckoned in these numbers." It was now 
debated whether to pass through the Virgins, which 
many of the tnasten and sea captains would have pre- 
ferred as the nearer way, and there were divers on board, 
both soldiera and mariners, who had gone this way with 
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Dreke; or to hold the old course through the Puugn. 
The first was the nearer bat more dangerous way, be- 
ing, M17S Layfield, very narrow, about the breadth of 
Ac Thames near London, and they durst not promise 
theroaelves the continuance of a leading wind. The earl 
however determined upon the farther and safer conrse; 
more desiring, be said, to be the first that took Poerto 
RicD, than the second that past throi^h the Virgim. 
On the morning of the 5th, two Email pinnaces were sent 
forward to explore the landing, captain Knotsfonl, 
who was in one of them, having been sir John 
Hawldns's pilot, and esteemed to be very expert in 
those countries. The fleet lingered till it was dark, and 
then putting oat all sails, came to Ihem undiscovered a 
little after midnight. But the pinnaces had found die 
distance more than had been stipposedj it was dark 
before they reached the place which they went to di(> 
cover, and for fear of carrying the earl to leeward, they 
had tarried for him and done nothing. He stood off 
and on till raoming, and then descried wh&t appeared 
to him a smooth landing place ; but all who had beai 
with Brake insisted that it was impossible to get there, 
" the wiikd over-blowii^ all day out of Ibe sea." The 
earl, however, and sir John Berkeley rowed thither, and 
found it not only smooth but a most goodly sandy bay, 
and that tbey might march all along by the sea-side till 
they came to the town. Well pleased with this, be gave 
onkra ihat every captain and ship should put dieir men 
in boala, and foUow his bloody coburs, which he would 
have presently landed. But some of the commandos 
, olgected that the march sAmed to he great, that none 
knew the way, and that if file town, as they had often 
heard, stood on an island, they should be fbrced to re- 
turn to their ships, not having means to get unto it. 
"Gentlemen," aaid the earl, " a wiUing mind makes long 
tlepe with great ease. I have been sick, and am not 
now strong ; you shaU go no farther nor faster than I 
win do before you. For guides, we need no better than 
our eyes ; the town standing by the sea-side, snd we land. 
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ing from the im, see no other but fiir saud; bay b all tbe 
way thither. We might land much nearer, if we were 
■ore there were any where to leeward sach a headland 
as this, that maketh amocth landing within it ; hnt that 
being uncertain, 1 mean totBkethis,whichIdoawnredfy 
believe God hath directed na unto ; for I am anre it it. 
better than any ever told me of. And ibr your last Br> 
gimient, that if it be an island we ihall not get into 1^ 
that reason is notbing; foiyoaseeourboatamay row by 
us ; and when we shall come to any water, they may 
set ns OTGT if it be deep; in shaHow places we shall pass 
onrselTcs. 80 all yon have said or can say being tho- 
roughly answered, let me have no more Bpeaking, but 
get your men all into yonr boats and follow in order as I 
have directed you." Farther, he told them, that in tak- 
ing Puerto.rico, they ahould possess the keys of all im 
Indies, and diat thoi^ there were not so many mil- 
lions in the town as when a greater force failed to take 
it, it was neTertheless rich, and there vere gold mines 
in the island. And if men of judgement thought it was 
too strong for their strength to carry, because it had 
already resisted a much stronger force, that consideratJon 
ou^t to encoun^ them, seeing the more cause would 
they have to be proud of taking it; " and bdiere me," he 
pursued, " assured we are to take it, now we see where to 
land quietly ; the Indian soldiers live too pleasantly to 
venture their Uves; they will make a great show, and 
perhaps endure one bnmt, but if they do any more, 
tear me to pieces !"■ 

By eight in the morning the whole force was landed, 
aboot 1000 men, " in a most fine place, sajs the 
earl, where not any wet his fomiture nor saw an 
enemy ; by which means sll our troops were put in 
good order, and were made much stronger than a amall 
resistance before we were marsliBlled would have made 
us." Thelandingwasabout four leagues fiom the town, 
toward which the; marched in the extreme beat of the 
day ; this, and the way being aandy, would, he says, 
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' " DO doubt htve tired nun;, but tbtt going all along by 
the lea, Ibey marclMd at pteuure in it when they lifted; 
and besides, had the ■phce whilber they were going 
fltill in sight, whidi, standing upon the top of a MU, 
showed nu(^ nearer than II was." Commonly on firm 
aometiines on loose sand, yet it wis a fair mudi for 
three leagues, when a few honemen who had been sent 
to view tbeij' strengA, came near enough to reeonnoitre 
them j then tnmed their hcKses and galloped away. 
They soon fell in with a n^ni who was willing enough 
10 be their guide, but he neither spoke good English 
nor good Spanish ; and moreorer was in great fear, as 
weHbemightlie, at finding himself exposed to imminent 
danger on one side or die other, wheAer he led them 
right or not. " Throngh moat unpassable rocks and 
difis," he brought diem to (be entrance of an arm of 
the eea, by which die little island on which the capital 
stsnds is separated f^om the main one. The eail had 
espected to get over in his boats, but this he saw was 
hindered by a bulwark on the island side, close at the 
mouth of the entranoe, with fire pieces of great brass 
(ndnanoe. The entrance was not above sixtjf yards over, 
and a httle within stopped quite across with piles; so that 
while the Spaniards occupied this fort it was not pos- 
sible to get in there. There were some who proposed 
to plant miuquetcers among the neks, that they might 
beat those in the fort from their guns; but though this 
was th(night feasible, it was not determined on, because, 
if the fort had been silenaed, they were ignorant of the 
depth ; and the boats had not yet found any landing 
place. And here," the chaplun says, ," we were at a 
flat bi^, evm at our wits' end." The earl, however, was 
sure there must be seme good pass^e by which the 
horsemen had come; " and widi much ado the negro 
being something comforted, and pardy with threatening, 
partly widi promises, brought to the httle wits he had," 
was made to understand whither they wanted to be 
guided, " When," says the earl, " I perceived he 
underatood me, I followed him through the moat wicb- 
B 2 
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edeat wood that ever I yne in in aU my life." The 
troops went on " with ss nimble minds as weary 
bodies, foe they had marched &om rooming till it was 
even on the edge of the evening, but they would not be 
weary ; and, at length, through auch untrodden paths, 
or rather no paths, as would have taught," the chaplain 
observei, " the most proud body to stoop humbly," they 
came upon the footing of the horsemen, and follow- 
ing their beaten track, cune just at sunset to a long 
and narrow causeway, leading to a bridge, which con- 
nected the great island with the leaser one. The cause- 
way wa>> wide enough for three persons abreast, and 
the bridge was drawn up : on the opposite bank was a 
strong barricade, and a little beyond it a fort with 
ordnajice. They learnt from another negro, that at low 
water the passage was fordable beside the causeway ; 
" but their awn sailors could say little to the .ebbing 
and flowing here ;" and the only way to know the fit 
time of assault was to set a conlinual watch, to give 
present information of the ebb. Two in tlie morning 
was the time which the negro stated. The troops, 
therefore, were ordered to rest and refresh themselves, 
for the better enabling them to fight in the morning.* 
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Tliey retiietl to a piece of open groimil over irhieh 
&ej had put. The negro guided them to Bome frmh 
water; stAie h»d brought bread with them, and the 
earl " was no niggard of what he had." His lodging 
thA night .was hia target " I," says the chaplain, 
" lay at his faeadj and to iny renieintn«D<» never slept 
better. Two hours before day the alarum wsa given 
very quietlj, and was readily taken, for we needed not 
but to shake our ears." There grew a queaticn coDcem- 
ing the command that day, between Berkeley and the 
earl, arising frora a honourable desire, on both aides, 
to have the post of danger . the earl yielded to a fair 
plea, becomingly urged, and to the representalion, that 
bdng the general, it behoved him, for the aako of the 
army, to consider his own preservation; neverdielesa 
he pendsted in being at the service in person, though 
he left sir John with the command ; and he put him- 
aelf in armour, as did all the commanders, and who 
else had armour, for they lodged that the service should 
be hot." So, indeed, it proved ; the enemy's sentinels 
discovered them as they approached ; the Spaniards were 
perfectly prepared; and the member of the church 
mfUtant, when he declares it may be well said that it 
was well fought by his comrades, aaya also, that if it 
had been day, and every one could have seen what he 
did, so many would probaUy not have deserved so 
much commendation. The assault continued about two 
hours; and "though the assailants left no way in 
the world unattempted, yet no way could they find to 
enter the gate." The causeway, he says, had been 
purposely made so ru^ed, that the adventurers, in 
order to keep their feet, chose to wade in the water be- 
side it. 'Rie earl's ahieldbearer stumbled, and, falling 
against the earl, overthrew tum into the water, where, 
beii^ by reason of his armour unable to rise, he was in . 
great danger of drovming. It was not tJll a second at. 
tempt, that the seijeant-msjor, who was next him, 
succeeded in getting him out, and not till he had 
swallowed so much salt water, as to Cause such ex- 
B S 
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tremity of deknem, ftat he wu forced to lie down in 
the yery pbcCj npon the cnuewiy, till being loniewhkt 
lecovered, he wis able to be led to a spot of more eaac^ 
where the bnlleta mtde hhn threatening mtuie on ejetj 
lide ; and there he remaSned till the end of the ac^on, 
lying upon the ground, " very exceeding dck," in a place 
10 perllons, that it ironld have been as safe to be at ihe 
entry of a breach by assault* 

The assailuita had the advantage of numbers, but 
diey were in a position where that advantage conld not 
andl them. " Not len than SOOO English hulleta 
were sent among the SpamaTds, who, on their part, were 
not much behind the inTadera, in sending these heavy 
leaden mesiengerB of death ; for besides six pieces of 
great ordnance which played just npon the causeway, 
and some prett; store of musqueteers, at a port fast by 
the gate there lay a fowler, or cast piece that did more 
acathe than all die rest, for this shot at once many 
murdering shot, iriierefore the piece is aln called s 
murderer." Yet the English came to the gate, and 
lome two or tiiree began to hew at it with bills, for 
want of fitter instruments ; others meantime were at 
the push of the pike at the p(7t8 and loop-holes, and 
having broken their own pikes, emxed those of their 
enemies with their naked hands and broke them. With 
all these exertions they could not force an entrance, and 
Berkeley, attempting to discover if a passage could be 
found on either side of the gate, twice waded so far that 
he got into deep water, and must have perished if he 
could not have swam. The end was that the tide 
came in ; and when day began to break, the water, 
which had been knee-deep, was up to the waist; 
day-light would have enalded the Spaniards to sweep 
the causeway vitb their gans, and the English were 
brought off in good time to the place where they had 
passed the nl|^t " God," the chB^Jain says, " would not 
have more bloodshed, nor our troops as yet to have 
didr wills," The loss in killed and woimded was some- 
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tttiogleH than fifty. Aiioonu the gnrgeoni had looked 
to the woanded, tbe men were marched to the iom 
aide, where the boata had been ordered to meet them 
widifood." 

While they te&ethed themaelves there, the earl wast 
Qn hoard, being atiU so uck that aome daoger was ap- 
prehended. Hia intention had been to rest on board: 
diat night, but hia thon^ta were to busied and reatless- 
that in a few hours he had digested another plan of 
aperationa, and came on ahore again to put it in 
execution. The resolution wbi to attadc the fort at the 
entrance of the ehanijel; and believing it neceHary to 
carry thia, at whatever coat, he ordered one of the ahipa 
to bear in eloae to the ihore, though tbe danger of her 
driving npon the rocks waa apparent. .Some fifty 
moaqueteeiB were atatioDed npon the broken ground op< 
posite ; from whence it had before been noted that they 
might beat the enemy from their guns. At the same 
time SCO men were embarked in boats, that they might 
efibct a landii^ between the forts and the town. In the 
courae of an hour, the ship and the muBqueteers had bo 
beaten the fort that the boats landed at leisure, and this 
advantage was gained with the loss of only one man killed 
and three wounded ; but as it had been apprehended, the 
ship went upon the rocks, and finally was cast away. 
The Spaniards met them after they were landed, and 
akinniBhed awhile gallantly, till, finding themselves tbe 
weaker party, they effected an honourable retreat into a 
wood, on the skirt whereof they had made their stand : 
the invaders then advanced to the fort, which had been 
forsaken, and there they established themselveB for the 
night. By the time die boats returned for a second 
embarkation it was late at night, and the water so low 
that there could be no passage till the nest fiaod ; so 
the companies were again marched to the safe ground 
on which they had taken up their lodging before ; thets 
tiiey rested and refreshed themselves, waiting for the 
tide, crossed there as soon aa it aerved, and being thus 

X 4, 
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in the ranalln iiland, the^ nov HMde lit^e Soabt iX 
complete mecett. The diiUuce was ibnut a mile and 
half from the town, the iray woody on either side, and 
ao DBTTOW that not more than three men conld mardi 
abreast; yet though the gnmndwai w fit for amhiucades, 
" 01, «a^ Layfield, for the Iruh manner of charging, 
hj andden coming on and off," no attempt was ma^ 
to oppose or annoy ihar march. By day.break they 
reached the town, and fonnd none but women there, 
snd men whom dther age or infirmity or wounds had 
disaUed; the leat bad betaten them to one of theii forts 
to the seaward, called Mora.* 

The rity of San Juan de Puerto-rico is described at 
that time as less in circuit than Oxford, " but very 
much bigger than all Portsmouth within Oie fortifications, 
and in sight much faii«r." There wai not much lost 
groundwithinthsc space, the buildings having increased 
one fourth within the three preceding yean. The 
streeta were lai^e, the houses bnilt after the Spanish 
manner, of two storiea height only, but very strongly, 
and the rooms " goodly and la^, with great doors, 
instead of windows, for receipt of air." " The cathedral 
was inferior to the poorest of our cathedral churches ; 
and yet," says the chaplain, " it is &ir and handsome; 
two Towa of proportionable pillars make two aisles, 
besides the middle walk, and ^ub all along up to the 
h^h altar. It is darker dian commonly country churches 
in England, for the windows are few and little, and 
those, indeed, without glass (whereof there is none to 
be found in the ttiwn,) but covered with canvaas, so 
that the most of the light is received by the doors." 
The earl, as soon as he had taken full posaesmon of the 
town, set snfSdent guard, and quartered his companies, 
summoned the fort, requiring the governor to deliver 
it up to him for the queen of England, who had sent 
him thitherto take it ; the governor retinued for answer 
that the king of Spain had sent him thither to keep i^ 
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and keep it he would u long u he was able. It wu 
now B greet abject with the earl to reduce it with the 
bast posdUe Ion, foi Be eonddered that he was to leave 
a stiDiig gairison, and yet must himself go home well 
guarded. Hie first care was to cnt oS* til their meanB 
of snpplj; and for this purpose boats were stationed 
between the fort and the main ; two batteries also were 
proTided,iD case the enemies' food should last longer than 
he wished. Tliey were leaij on the ninth day a^er 
the capture of tbe town too late to be then opened ; 
and the moirow being Sunday, he would not b^n oo 
di&t day ; so it was deferred till the next raomuig* 

" The noise of war meantiine was not ao great, but 
that the sUll Toice of justice was well heard." " It is 
no news," says Layfidd, " diat in such eompanies there 
will be ontrages connnitled." One Tery good soldier 
' the earl puUidy diqp-aced for " ovn'-violent spoiling a 
gentlewoman of her jewels." But as this example did 
not proTe terrible enoi^h to the rest, he called a court- 
martial, that justice might be armed with the autho- 
rity of all the commanders ; and two were condemned 
to death upon the ailide of deffidi^ churches and o&er- 
ing force to women. " He that did violence to a Spa^ 
niard's wife, was a soldier, and had given very good proof 
ef Ms TalouT ; so far, that his lordship had taken special 
notice of him ; bat being conricled of this crime, there 
was no place left ibr mercy ; but hanged he was in the 
market-place, the Spanish, as many as would come, 
being sufibred to be present at the ezecution. The 
other, who bad defaced a church, was a sailor j great 
intercession was made for him by the importunity of 
the sailors." t According to Monson, " there was oc- 
casion at that time to please them shore the soldiers : 
twice he was taken from the gallows, while endeaTours 
were used in vtio to obtain his pardon, but when he was 
brought out the third time the esrl allowed himself 
to be entreated. It wss, indeed, a case in which the 
ftdings of his people went with the offender, for the 
• PnnOiu, list ua tAusl Monm.iBi 
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Boldien " could not be held from defacing onorderiy tba 
image* of the saints. They were, boveTer, brought bj 
these exMsples to much better temu) of nile uid die- 
dience."* 

On Monday "dM batteries b^;an to i^eak very loud; 
and whereas till then four or five wldieri could not ap. 
pear within reach of the fort, but that a shot of great 
OTdnance would be aent to scatter them, scarce a Sp*- 
niard was now to be seen upon any part of their walL* 
In the course of one day it was perceived that the caTslier 
was sufficiently beaten, and that with the next run 
(which at that season was nnther seldom oor little) it 
would &11 ; being of a sandy earth, it did but crumble 
into dust. The canBoneen were directed therefbre to 
" beat the other point nearer the sea, for that so flanked 
the gate and the breach already made, that without 
great danger there cotild not any approach be made, and 
his lordship was grown exceedingly niggardly of the ex- 
pense of any one man's life." By the middle of the 
ensuing day the Spaniard demanded a parley, and pro- 
posed to give up the fort, on conditioii that " with co- 
lours flying, match in thdr cocks and bulkts in their 
mouths, they should be set without the point of the 
bridge, and go whither they would; that all prisoners 
should be delivered without ransom, and no man's ne- 
groes or slaTes be detuned." The earl utterly refused 
any such composition ; hut told him that becanse he took 
no pleasure in shedding Christian blood, he would deliver 
tiiem terms, which, if they liked, he would receive them 
to mercy. These articles were sent to the governor in 
the earl's own hand, and in these characteristic words: — 

" A resolution which you may trust to. 

" I am content to give yourself and all your people 

their lives : yourself with your captains and officers to 

pass with your arms ; all the rest of your soldiers with 

iheji rapiers and daggers only. 
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" Too ihall all ttay bere with nie, tOt I give yon pu. 
H^ from the idand, which shall be within thirty diyi. 

" Any one of you which I shall chiue shall go with me 
into England, bat shall DOt stay longer there than one 
mond). hut bring well fitted for the purpoae, ihaQ he 
n&ly Bent home into Spain withoQt lantom." 

It was donhted whether there were any in the fort who 
nnderEtood English, and therefore some adrised that 
Ae articlea shotdd he tiantlated into Spanish: " but 
hii lordship peremptorily refused to seek their language, 
bat would have them to find out his." He gaTe them 
lespile for deliberation till eight the next monuug, and 
St that time the conditions were accepted, the Spaoiarda 
only desirii^ farther, that they might have two coloun 
left them, in lieu of which they promised fiiat nothing 
■hould be spculed in the fort The govemor and his- 
eompany dined with the earl : after dinner he returned 
to the fort, (nought ont the men, nearly 400, and de- 
livered the k^« to the earl, who immediately brought in 
bia own colours and sir John Berkdey's, and placed 
Aem upon the two ptnnts of the fort Every thing 
hitherto bad been conducted net only honourably but 
oonrteonaly on dther side : the Spaniards took all their 
property with diem, and were secured in the Fortaleia, a 
strong castle in the dty, which they had not attempted 
to defend. On the fbUowing day die fleet entered the 
harbour, the ttat Mora " being to the sea very strong, 
and fitted with goodly ordnance, and bestowed for the 
most advantage to annoy an aiemy that posdUy could 
be devised, insomtch that it was tfaonght imposaiUe for 
any vessel to pass that point if its passage were opposed 
by her guns. Yet waa it very dangerons to ride with, 
out, as the invaders found by the loss of many anchora 
and caUes, and of one of their ships." 

The prisonera were sent to Carthagena, aa a plaoe w 
bx to the leeward that they neither, in haste, conld-maka 
any preparation for the recovery of Puerto-rico, nor send 
Dews to Spain. The governor and some few othera 
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who dewired some respect, were put on board tbe 
afaipi (hat convoyed them, and were permitted to pro- , 
eeed in those ships to England. The earl's "honour- 
able reiolution and intendment," as the chaplain called 
it, "waa not to come bo far for the sake of taking and 
spoiling some place in the new world, and then run 
home again, but to keep Poecto-rico, by God's leave, 
if it pleased God to give it into bis hands. That 
was the place be meant to carry, whatsoever it might 
cost him, being the Tery key of die West Indies, which 
lockelfa and sbutteth all the gold and silver on the con- 
tinent, and Ameiica,and Bmdl : " ancb was his* opinion 
of its importance. He knew, says Layfield, that Sl 
Domingo might, with much leas loss, be taken, and 
would bring mnch greater profit fiM- the present; in 
regard thereof, and of the desire he hod hia adventurera 
should become gainers, hia Uiougbts sometimes took 
thai way, but finally they stayed at Puerto-rico, and 
there settled tbemselvei. As this was bis resolution 
before he had it, so was it also after he had it, and 
then not only bis, but every man of worth or spirit saw 
such reason in his loMsldp's designment, that some 
thought themselves not graciously dealt with in lieing 
passed over, while others were named to stay. He was 
indeed persuaded that diougb the " eminent and known 

• ffir Wllllun UDanHibidftjitDediTErTdilRniitapinioii. " Wherut," 
hcB)i,"ill mFii'i Bclloni hiic ■ iHKinable ihrv arUkFlibaad r>f goodu 
ndouiidu> them in thelT Intended VDtoptLta. yet unhot I cnncpive how ■ 

Hut silTeotaicairttli him. F« my lend br mperieiut well knew, luiiiii 
ben hiwir U tb* UUni greonia l«ni>,thU tbtj labrded little oeiltli id 
(haUlui.MMDMilctnartiluewUlbeelllititunicdocMCTCtlyoinnTid > 
nuj. AndawviecebAiHQieigffTaBtbuIlt which that poor liiHMjwldedi 
It vuonlTwm Mr tides blukniniHKlilngv, which would Botunouiit 
*" "TIT anst utMr. to oountwriiU tfw cbuae at to oor"'- - i-"— *— '■— 
JTSutlilMdifiidioir- -'— -"-^ 
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piofita" of ihe place were ginger, ingar, and&det'jTet 
the island wu rich in gold minei, and that the long of 
' Spain, in hia policy, had ceaaed to work them, became of 
their verj prodacdveneM; " the sireetnen he found made 
him imwilling to have any copartnen:" and sedng 
that this idand lay nearest the Indies to those people of 
whose interloping he stood moat in fear, " he would not 
lay fnich a bait " to attract them, lest having once set 
foot there, " they should not only gild their fingers, and 
pay their soldiers for the present with his treasure," but 
" make it their halting-place on the longer journey to the 
other islands and continent, which were the coffers from 
whence his wan were fed." Another view of recondite 
policy was imputed to the Spanish king, who was sup- 
posed to reaaon thus, — that if in a shorter voyage and 
less time hia sulfjects were sore to make themselves 
masters of as much gold as if they went faitheijfew wonld 
fetch it from Pern, or the other more inland parts of 
the Indies. Moreover, it was reported to the conqunors 
as a certain truth, that Joachin de Lnyandof , formerly a 
mint master in the island, had sent the king a mass of 
pure'gold, which was found to be worth 3500 ducats ; 



M« berg m An goodUnni, Soth ctttfOt tni bodio, 
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and "diTCTS time! be h«d toand nub pieces ofpureon^ 
that enly by splittiiig them he made himself trenches 
of gold to eat hie meat on."* Perhaps the military ch^(. 
lain wag ai little likely as any of those who were under 
Ilia spiritiMl care to coDGider how much happier thit 
lich JoaehiD might have been, if be bad remuned in his 
own country, where be might bait eaten from a wooden 
trencher with as good an i^ipetite, and a bwter con. 

The Engtiah appidiended no ill from the climate 
From three in the morning till lix waa the cooleat ' 
part of the day : " a man might then well endure some 
light dothea tipon turn ; from dx till about e^bt it wai 
very 'Eweltering;'" then a fresh breeze usoally apnmg 
Up and continued to blow till four or'five in tite after- 
noon, dining vfaicb time the houses were comfortably 
cool : the hotteat hours were from thence till midnight ; 
and it was tbougbt dangerous to be abroad then because 
of the tereno, whinb Laytield translates "the rainy 
dew ; " the soldiers who lay abroad in the fields awol« 
wet with it. "Boobi bad their glued backa melted and 
loosened by the heat : flower* or fruits candied in 
England lost tbeir cmat there, and English comfits 
grew liquid ; " but after some little acquaintance be 
Uiought it likely to prove a very healtMil place, for they 
fonnd hale peofde there who were eighty or ninety years 
old. The report of some mortality that had lately pre- 
vailed there seems not to have disquieted diem. " Wbat 
place," add the chaplain, " ia always free from that 
scourge of God?" But he soon discorered that Uie great 
rains in July and August " must needs be very dan- 
gerous to bodies already rarefied by the heat of Ibe Bun 
ibea over tbem, and yet rather where vehement exerdse 
hath more opened the pores whereby inward heat is 
exhaled." Early ta July more than 200 bad died, 
there were twice as many sick, and " no great hope to 
recover the most of them." The disease was a flux, 
" sometimes in the beginning accompanied with a hot 

• Furctlu,ll£9.1)7CI. 
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.^ue, bnt always in the end attended hj an extreme 
debiliqr and waste of Bpirits, m that fiir some two days 
before death the arms and legs would he wonderfol 
■cold, and this was hdd for a certain sign of near de- 
parture." From this mottality the earl " saw it was not 
God's pleasure'tlut this island as yet should be inhabited 
by the EDglisb;" and as soon as be became conscious 
'that it was not in his power to keep the city whidi 
he had taken, he made overtures to the Spaniards for 
ransoming it. The; entertained these overtures without 
any intention of coming to an agreement, but in hope 
of prolonging the time, till the prevailing distemper 
should have so far weakened the invaders, that ^y 
should he unable to destroy the place before they aban- 
doned it. This, the chaplain affirms, had never been 
his lordship's purpose; and it appears that on his part 
he had not much espectaUon of obtaining the ransom : 
but he thought such a negotiation the likeliest way of 
deluding the islanders, " whom he could not so well rule 
with any other tnt, bis own strength being now grown 
weak."* 

Meantime aU die hides, ginger, and sugar, which 
could be collected were forthvrith shipped, and so was 
■11 the ammunition in the city and all the ordnance which 
bad been taken ; " which amounted," says Layfield, " in 
all and of all sorts very near the full number of fouiBCore 
cast pieces, some of them the goodliest that ever I saw." 
He also put on board some spedmens of the sensitive 
plant in pots, hoping that he might succeed in conveying 
to England what appeared to him and his people the 
most extraradinary production of the island.t This done, 

• TntEho, 11G7, 11SL 

t " TbU li«b,-> the chlpUUl U}>, "ti nUltle canumptlble treed to Imk 
upon, vith ■ long woodcB NalkeiHiitDtnpoalbtnouiid, ud Midom lift. 
iDiitKU Unix 1 hiDdftil hlsh ftOB lEflcmiiad. But U huh ■ pnpenr 
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j..i .-. _..v — ^ ■ -oIt the leans, but the TBij iprigi being tmidied, 

raw tbemialTei aa If they wouU illp theiakelTH 
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he left the atrength of the navy with at John Btrkeley, 
to fdlow Mm aa soon aa they were ready, and sailed 
himself with two of the larger Bhipa and Berea anally 
ones. " The tnie Teaaon of bia deuie to be gone from 
Fuerto-rico quickly woa a desire he had to be at the 
AxoTee, for he had ao plotted the voyage, that still he 
would have a string left ia eUire for his bow, and he 
hoped to he there before the Mexican fleet." The in- 
Btnictiona which he left with every ship, under his own 
hand, were in these words: — ' You shall steer in with 
the southward part of Florea. If you find me n(»t in 
that course, then seek me between ten and fourteen 
leagues of Fayal, weat-south-west. If there you find 
me not, then come through betwiit Fayal and the Pike, 
knd seek me in the road at Gracioea. If you find me 
■t none of these places, you may be assured I am gone 
from the islands to £nglBnd.' He left order with 
Berkeley to leave the diy undefaeed, saving only that ' 
Fort Mora should be rased to the landward." Bodi 
the earl'a division and Berkeley's were scattered in a 
storm; the earl, however, when he came off Flores, 
met with enough of his ships to form a respectable 
force ; but he leamt that the homeward-bound carracks 
were passed by, and thai the Mexican fleet was not ex- 
pected: and upon this disappointment a council was held, 
and it was determined to return to England without 
delay. They would probaUy have all been wrecked 
upon Ushant and the rocks, if the earl had not, in oppo- 
sitiiMi to his master, judged from the soundings that they 
were near the coast of France, and given orders therefore 
to lake a more northerly course ; for the nest morning 
that coast was seen.* 

3d iprlB wiU autUiuB « 
ftoortiMng lonii,. And 
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Thie was his last expedition. No other Bulgect' ever 
undertook so msn;' at bis own cost; and Fuller gives him 
the distinction of being " the best born Eng^shman that 
ever hszanled himself in that kind;" adding, that his 
fleets were " bound for no other harbour than the port 
of Honour, though touching at the port of Profit in 
passage thereunto ; I say touching (sayEthe old worthy), 
fi)r his design was not to enrich liimEelf, but impoverish 
the enemy. — He was as mercifnl as valiant, (the best 
metal bows best], and left impressions of both in all 
places where he came." Fuller eulogizes him as " a 
peraon wholly composed of true honour and valour." 
There were some other ingredients in his character; 
and when the earl of Cumberland bore " next to his 
paternal coats three murdering chain shots," such an ad- 
dition to his armorial bearings was more significant 
than he intended it. The desire of gain must have 
influenced him in his privateering speculations as much 
as the desire of honour ; for a prodigal expenditure, 
and losaes in horse-racing (which species of gaming had 
in hie days begun to be one of the folUes of the great), 
had embarrassed his a&irs. Next to his voyages, 
this passion, and the display which he made at tilts, 
and in all other expeusive sports, " were the great occa- 
sion of his selling land ;" and he is said to have " con- 
sumed more than any one of his ancestors." * The lai^ 
expenditure which his station required hia own ample 
means could amply have supported ; but no means are 
adequate to the demands of prodigality. 

When James came to take poESession of his hew 
kingdom, this nobleman " attended him with such an 
equipageof followers, for number and habit, that beseemed 
rather a king than earl of Cumberland. Here happened 
a contest between the earl and the lord president of 
the north, about carrying the sword before the king in 
York: the oflice, upon due enquiry, was adjudged to him; 
and whilst Clifford's Tower," says Fuller, " is standing 
in York, that family will never be therein foi^tten." 
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He died in the 48di year of Mb age, and was buried at 
Skipton. Hia armour maj atill be leen in Applebj 
Caitle. Hia two tona died in iofaacy ; and the only 
dai^ter whom he left experienced little of his love, for 
bequeadiing to her 15,0001. he cut off the entail of hia 
eatatea and aettled them upon his bTother, She contested 
the aettlement without lucceai ; but on the death of that 
brother without i«aue the ettatea reverted to her. Thia 
daughter, by her aecoud marri^e countess of Fern- 
broke, was one of the most high minded and remarkable 
women of her age; and aeema to hare been the laat 
person in England by whom the old baronial digniiy of 
feudal times was lUpporled. All the good connected 
with it waa manifested in this instance without any 
of die evil Daniel waa her tnlor, — tod ihe had die 
honour of erecting Spenser's monumenL 
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SIR JOHN HAWKINS AND SIR FRANCIS 
DRAKE. 



Sib John Hawkin«, the second «m of muter Williun 
Hawkins, &nd Joan Trelgwny his wife, was born st PI7. 
mouth. His father is aaid to have been much esteemed 
by Henry VIII. as a principal sea-captain, and is the first 
Englishman who is known to have traded to Brazil, having 
made two voyages thither in bis own ship, the Paul of 
Flyiaouth, in the yean 1530 and 1532.* Plymouth nu 
already a port so famous, that the biographer of DevoDshire 
extols it as presenting " a kind of invitation from the 
commodiousness thereof lo maritime noble actions t;" and 
the youth was brought up to hia father's caUing, and gained 
much experience hy making early in life several voyages 
to Spain, Portugal, and the Canaries, " which were, in 
those days, extraordinary adventures." Being " grown 
in love and favour" wiih the Canarians by his good and 
upright dealing, and enquiring from them concerning 
the state of the West Indies, he was aisuied " that 
negioea were very good merchandise in Hi^auiola; and 
that store of them might eanly be had upon the coast 
of Guinea." He resolved upon trying his fortune in 
this trade ; and having communicated that desire with 
his worshipful friends in London, mr Lionel Dncket, 
NT Thomas Lodge, his father-in-law, master Gunson, 
m William Winter, and some others, they liked so w^ 

■ Hiklu;^ Ui. TOA t TAoaft Vfotlioa. 
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of fail intention, that thej became liberal coutribnton 

•ud adTenmren in tbe action. 

Three good ships were accordingly provided, the So- 
lomon, of ISO tone, the Swallow, of 100, and the Jonas, 
of 40, " in which small fleet Hawkins took wiih him 
not above an hundred men *, for fear of sickness and 
otbo- inconveniences, whereunlo men in long voyages 
ISS3. gie commonly sulyect." He eailed in October, 156S, 
touched at Teneri&e, where he received friendly enter- 
tainment, and proceeded to Sierra Leone; which place 
is said to have been called Ta^arin by the natives. 
There be stayed some time, " and got into his posses- 
sion, partly by the sword, and partly by other means, 
to the number of 300 negroes at the least, besides other 
merchandise which that country yieldeth." With this 
prey (so it is properly denominated) he sailed for 
HispanioU, and arrived flnt at the port of Isabella, 
" where he had reasonable utterance of his English 
commodities, and of some part of his negroes, trusting 
the Spaniards no farther than that by his own strength 
he was able to master them." At Puerto de Plata be 
made "like tales, slandingalwayanpon his guard;" and 
at Monte Christo, on the north side of the island, " made 
Tent" of the remainder of his n^oes, receiving for 
tbem, at these places, by way of eichange, some qnsn. 
tity of pearls, and hides, ginger, sugar, and " otb» 
like commodities," enough, not only to load his owq 
vessels, but for freighting two other hu]ks t; and so 
" with prosperous success, and much gain to himself 
and the aforesaid adventurers, he came home, and ar. 
rived in September, 1563." 

It is now no honour to have been the first English- 
man wbo engaged in the slave trade. ^ But it is not 

• ■ f^r an CmpUll, " new Ihe betrinnlnm of HriUln'i mt»1 

■i Tllll 1> lacrlbHi M Hlnklnl ; but 1 HDlenu In Ciindni't hlltot7 
Owmurable id the hiRnrlanl mmi id thros uiitif dnuM upon It " Bluk- 
noor tlrm," hi MJi (108.), ■■ "ere now corainnnlj bmight in Afrtcl b> llM 

eludi,and, nmn irieir nuniTilc, by 0,tEBt\ii'i, ■ml hU Via In Am*. 
; lUm Imallt J tneu not." 
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; generally ^■>*'n how ao iniqoitoiu a trade grew op 
wilbout being regarded u in tlie slightest degree re- 
pngnanC either to natural justice] or to the principles of 
Christianitj. At a time when European warfare had 
been mitigated by the courtesies of chivalry, and by the 
frequent changes of political relationa, more than by any 
growing sense of humanity, the nars between Ma- 
bomniedan and Christian nere carried on with ai mnch 
ferocity as in the days of CcEur de Lion ; only where 
the contending parties, as in Spain, were condnually 
opposed to each other, such onrelentiDg butchery was 
disused by mntoal though tacit consent, because it would 
have reduced the land to a desert ; and there, those who 
fell into the hands of their enemies were made slaves. 
The Portugueze, having cleared their own territory, in- 
vaded the Moors in Barbary ; the same system was 
there pursued with the same people. Their first disco- 
veries were made as much in the spirit of conquest u 
of adventure ; and the same treatment which usage had 
allotted to the captured Moors was extended, as of course, 
to the n^ioes who were taken along the same bne of 
coast. To BO great an extent did this prevail, that 
D^To davery was almost as common in Portngal in the 
early part of the sixteenth centary aa it afterwards be- 
came in the sugar islands. And so entirely were all 
persons possessed with the opinion that slavery was Ae 
condition to which this unhappy race was destined, 
diat Las Casas, when he proposed the substitution of 
negro for Indian slavery, as a measure of humanity, 
never suspected himself of acting inconsistently, nor 
dreamed that the injustice and cruelty were as great to 
the one race aato the other. 

Hawkins, then, is not individually (o be condemned, 
if he looked upon dealing in negroes to be as lawiiil as 
any other tirade, and thought that force or artifice might 
be employed for taking them with as little compunction 
as in hunting, fishing, or fowling : this was the com- 
noD opinion of his «ge, and not a solit&ry voice had 
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Oct been iiiied igdiut it. In tbe ennilng year lie Muled 
■ 56i. apoa * second trading voyage, with the Jesiu of Lubeck, 
which was s queen's ship of 700 tons, the Solomoo, of 
140, and two bsrks, the one of 50, the other of 30, 
well stored, and manned with 170 men. They fell in 
«nd joined company with inoEher queen's ship, the 
Hinion, captain David Carlet, and the St. John Baptiat, 
of London, bound to Goinea. Their consort, the Minion, 
vaa blown up by the coreletsness of a gunner; but most 
of the people were saved. Hawkins's instructions were 
thought worthy of being recorded as " good orders for ■ • 
fleet on a long voyage." They were in these words : — 
" Tbe small shipa to be always a-head and a-wealher of 
the JesOB, and to speak twice a day wilh the Jesus at 
least. If in the day the ensign he over tbe poop of the 
Jesus, or in the nigbt two lights, then shall all the ships 
speak with her. If there be three lighu aboard the 
Jems, then doth she cast about If the weather be 
extreme^ that the small ships cannot keep company with 
tbe Jeeus, then all to keep company with tbe Solomon, 
and forthwith repair to Tenerifit, to the northward of 
the road of Sirroes. If any happen to any misfortune, 
then to show two lights, and to shoot off a piece ol 
ordnance. If any loose company, and come in sight 
■gain, to make three yawes, and strike the mizen three 
times. Serve God daily ; love one another ; preserve 
your victuals ; beware of fire, and keep good company,"* 
They touched at the Canaries t, " the fruitfnlnen of 
which island," says the historian of this voyage ^, " doth 
surely exceed far all other that I have heard of. For 
they make wine better than any in Spain : they have 
grapes of such lagness, that they may be compued to 
damsons, and in taste inferior to none: for sugar, 
sneketi, raiuns of the sun, and many other &uits, 
abundance; for rosme and raw silk there is great ttare: 
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dief want neither com, pullets, cattle, nor yet wil4 
fowl. Tbej have many camels, also, wfaich, bdng 
joui^, are eaten of the people for victuals, and being 
old, they, are used for carriage. Abont this island an 
certain flitting islands, which have been oftentimea seen, 
and when men approached near them they vanished ; 
as the like hath been of these islands now known, by 
the report of the Inhahitanta, which were not found of 
long time one after the other ; and therefore it shonld 
seem he is not yet bom to whom God hath appointed 
the finding of them." Prom thence they made Cape 
de Verd, where the natirei are described as " more civil 
than any other, becanse of their daily traffic with the 
Frenchmen," and as being " of nature very gentle and 
loving." This they had shown by their treatment of some 
shipwrecked Frenchmen a little before. ¥et, thou^ 
Hawkins knew the disposition of these people, and bad 
taken on board one of the men who bad been so kindly 
used, that be was not, without difficulty, persuaded M 
leave them, he endeavoured to kidnap some for slaves, 
and laid snares for them accordingly. Sut the crew of 
the ship which had been blown up revealed the intended 
treachery, and thereby frustrated it ; perhaps, having 
lost tbeii ship, they were not entitled to share with the 
rest ; fbr it is not to be supposed that they had sny 
better sense of right and wrong than their comrades.* 

Hawkins conld not enter the Rio Grande as he wished, 
fbr want of a pilot ; be proceeded, therefore, to " one of 
the islands celled Sambula," and slaying there cerlun 
days, went " every day on shore to take the inhabitants, 
with burning and spoiling their towns." It is nu t%- 
tennation of this conduct that it appeared to the natives 
•s l^dmate a consequence of the law of the strongest 
as it did to themselves : nevertheless, when we contem- 
plate (he course of history, it is a consolatory consider- 
ation, that the evil produced by invasions and conquest ia 
not all additional evil ; but that, as in this case, bar- 
barous tribes or nations have endured from strangers such 
• Hakluyt, SC8, SU 
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inia»ie« ae the; would otherwise hare inflicted upon each 
other. Apeople.whointherelaterof thiBToyagecallsSam- 
boses, and whose own conntry wu beyond Sierra Leone, 
bad conquered theee islandB three yean before from the 
Sapiea, a tribe who inhaNted about Rio Grande. " These 
Sapies," he u,jt, "be more cruel than the Saiuboses; 
for, whereas the Samboses live most by the spoil of their 
enemies, both in taking their victuals, and eating them 
also, the Sapies do not eat roan's flesh, nnlen in the 
war they be driven by necessity tberennto ; which they 
have not used but by the example of the Samboses, but 
hve only upon fruits and cattle, of which they have great 
store. This plenty is the occasion that the Sapies de- 
sire not war, except they be thereunto provoked : 
whereas the Samboses, for want of food, are enforced 
thereunto, and are not wont only to eat them that they 
Idll, hut also keep those that they take until such time as 
they want meat, and then they kill them." The desire 
of gold was another motive ; for the Sapies buried the 
dead with their g<dden ornaments, and the fiercer tribe 
plundered the graves, the use of gold, as a medium 
of exchange, being almost the sole practice of dviHsed 
society, " in which the Fortngueie had inatmcted the 
natives of the coast."" 

The Sapies were in appearance the more barbarous peo. 
pie of the two : they filed their teeth, " for a bravery to set 
out ihemselveB" (a fashion, however, which b Ukely 
to have originated in mannera as iendous as those of 
their neighbours) ; and " they do jagg their flesh," saya 
the writer, "both Ic^s, arms, and bodies, as workman- 
like as a jerkin-maker with us pinketh a jerkin." These 
people were kept by their conqnerora to till the ground ; 
and by their labour if had been brou^t into a more 
productive state than any other part of tiie country. 
Poor wretches, the arrival of the English brought with 
it nothing but evil lo them, for upon them it was that 
the whole evil fell : tiieir habitations were burnt, thdr 
plantations wasted ; and, while the Samboaea escaped in 
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■dieir canoeB to the main, they fell ioto the itiTftdera' 

hands, and exchanged the easiest of all states of slavery 
for the iromt. " We took many in that place," is the 

statement of one of these freebootere, " and u much of 
their frutla as we could well carry away." This booty 

Iras obtained at the cost of a single life: a maUj at 
their departure, bsving tarried rashly to gather ponw 
pioDE, was watched by the negroes, who came behind 
him, overthrew him, and cut his tbroat; thus taking 

DO undue vengeance upon the only white man that fcU 
into their hands.* 

Flushed with this' " prosperous success," Hawkins 
was easily persuaded by some Fortugueze, whom befell ifi 

'With after leaving the island, to attack a n^o town 
caUed Bymeba, where, tbey told him, there was great 
quantity of gold, and not above 40 men, and 100 
women and children ; so that if he would " give the ad- 
venture, he might get 100 slaveB." He was provoked by 
his ruling motive, the desire of gain ; and ^so by a de- 
termination " that the Portugueze should not think him 
to he of BO base a courage, but that he durst give them 
that, and greater attempts." Accordingly, forty well- 
«ppointed men set forth upon this adventure, guided by 
certain Portugueze, " who brought some of them to their 
deaths." A marginal note in the original narrative says, 
here, *' Portugals not to be trusted ;" but the narrative 
iti«lf shows, that misconduct, and not treachery, brought 
upon this party what they well deserved. They dispersed, 
contrary to the captain's orders, every one thinking to 
secure what gold he could for himself : the negroes took 
advantage of this, attacked the stragglers, and drove the 
whole party to their boats, pursuing them to the water. 
Seven of tbe kidnappers were killed, including master 
Field, captain of the Solomon, and twenty-seven wounded. 
Tbe people were somewhat discomforted at this ; bnt 
Hawkins, " in a singular wise manner, carried himadf 
with countenance very cheerful outwardly, as though he 
did little wei^ the death of his men, nor yet the great 
•HOiD^eos 
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Intrt of the leat ; although his heart iuwaTdl; ww hroken 
to ^ecea foi it." " But he aaEuniMl thii cheer to die 
end, that the Portugal!, beii^ with him, should not 
premime to renat agtimt trim, noi take occatioa to put 
him to farther diipleHare."* 

After this the two shipa indioTed at Taggarin, while 
the smaller craft went up " a river called the Caiser- 
roea," about their traffic. There they leamt from the 
Fortugueie, that a great battle was about to be fought; 
the people of Sierra Leone haTing prepared 300 canoea 
to ioTade than of Taggarin. A day wai appointed for 
the battle, " which we would hare aeen," aays the 
narralor, " to the intent we mi^t have taken tome of 
them, bad it not been for the death and lickneaa of our 
men, which came bjr the contagiousneu of the place." 
The canoea earned threeicore men apiece, and the 
towns up the river were large, ao that they had looked 
for a good booty in priionetB ; but the fatal climate 
compelled them to make haste away ; and they were in- 
formed by a Potluguese, that they had namtnly escaped 
from the king ol Sierra Iieoae, "who had made all the 
power he cocdd" to take some of them, partly for the 
desire he bad to see what kind of people they wero. 
An attempt to suiprise tfaem failed, for they tixik alarm 
at him, tbough not thinking there had been such a 
mischief pretended toward them as there was indeed. 
" If these men,'' says the writer, " had come down in 
the evening, they bad done us great displeasure, for 
that we were on shore filling water : but God, who 
worketh all things for the best, would not have it ho, 
and by him we escaped without danger: hia name be 
praised for it" t 

These adventurers resembled the Spaniards as mnch in 
their sense of religion as in their want of any sense of 
jtutice or humanity. Making for the West Indies, 
they were becalmed for the space of eighteen days, 
" having now and then," says the writer, " contrary winda 
and some tornados, amongst the same calm ; which hap> 
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pened to us very ill, being but reaaoUHUj' Kitered for 
80 great ■ company uf aegroeB and ounelreB. Hub 
pinclied uB all j and, that which was worst, put us in 
such fear, that tMay never thought to have reached the 
ladies, without great death of n^roea and of them- 
acWee; but the Almighlj God, which never suffereth 
hia elect to periBh, aent na the ordinary breeie." The 
first land which thej made was Dominica, happening 
fortunately npon the rooat desolate part of the island; 
whereby they escaped all dtnget frotrf the cannibals, 
whom the Spaniaids represented as the moat desperate 
warriors in the Indies, and " very devile in respect of 
men." Proceeding to Margarita, the alcajde enter- 
tained them hospiublv, and gave them both beeves and 
sheep for refreshing their men ; but the governor wonld 
neither speak with Hawldns, nor permit him to traffic, 
nor allow him to engage a piloL He despatched notice 
of iheii arrival to the viceroy at St. Domingo ; and the 
viceroy sent orden, in conaequence, to Cape dela Vela, 
and to other places along the coast, that no man abould 
trade with these interlopers, but that they were to be re- 
aisted with all the force that could be brought together.* 
Obtaining no trade here, and finding no opportunity 
to take in water, Hawkins departed and came to Cumana, 
The Bpaniarda whom he found there, said " they were 
but soldiers newly arrived, and were not able to buy his 
negroes," and they directed him to a commodious water- 
ing place two leagues off called Santa F^. Nest day 
die Indiana came down, " presenting meal and cakes of 
bread, made of a kind of com called muze, in bigness 
of pease, the ear whereof is much like to a teasel, but a 
span in length, having thereon a number of graina. 
Also they brought down hens, potatoes, and pines, 
which we bought," the relator proceeds, "for beads, 
peict» whistles, glasses, knives, and other trifles. These 
potatoea be the most delicate roots that may be eaten, 
and do far exceed our paranipa or carrots. Their pinea 
be of the bignesa of two fiats, the outside whereof is of 
Hoklu;!, sen. 
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- the mtking of a pine apple ; but it is soft like the rind 
, of a cucumber, and the inside eateth like an apple, Imt 
it is more delicious than any sweet apple sugared." 
The opinion formed of the Indians here was, that they 
" sure); were gentle and tractable, and auch as desire to 
life peaceably, or else it had been impossible for the 
Spaniards to have conquered them as they did, snd the 
more to live now peaceably, they being so many in num- 
ber, and the Spaniardg so few." • 

Having passed between Tortnga and the main, 
Hawkins sailed along in his pinnace to discern the 
coast. The Caribs, of whom he saw many on shon*, 
and some in their canoes, showed him gold, invited 
him by friendly tokens to trade, and were very im. 
portunate witli him to land ; which " if it had not been 
for want of wares to traffic with, he would not have 
denied them, becaose the Indians which he had seen be- 
fore were very gentle people, and such as do no man hurt ; 
but, ait God would hare it, he wanted that thing, which, 
if be had had, would have been his confusion : for these 
were no such kind of people as be took them to be, but 
more devilish a thousand parts, and are eaten and de. 
vourers of any man they can catch, — bloodsuckers both 
of Spaniards, Indians, and all that light in their laps; 
not sparing their own countrymen, if they can con- 
veniently come by them." This Hawkins learnt at 
Barburata, where he anchored and went ashore to speak 
with the Spaniards, declaring himself to be an BngUsh- 
nan, who came thither " to trade with tbem by the 
way of merchandise," and requiring license ao to do. 
They made answer that they were forbidden to traffic 
with any foreigner, on penalty of forfeiting their goods ; 
" wherefore they desired him 'not to molest them 
farther, but to depart as he came, for other comfort he 
might not look for at their hands, because tbey were 
onlficcts, and might not go beyond the law." To this 
he replied, that being in a queen's armada, with many 
soldiers on board, he was in need both of refreshment 
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for thein, *nd food and mone]' aim, without which ho 
coold not deput. Their princes were in >niitj one 
with anotber : the English had free traffic in Spain anf 
Flanders ; and he knew no reason why they should not 
have the like in all the king of Spain's dominions. Upon 
this the Spaniards uid they would lend to their go. 
Temor, who was threescore leagues off ; ten days roust 
eUpse before his determination could arrive: mean- 
time he might bring his ships into the harbour, and 
they would supply him with any Tictuala be might 

The (hipa accordingly went in, and rccdTcd all things 
according to promise. Hawkini then " advised himadf, 
dut to remain there ten days idle, spending victuals and 
men's wages, and, perhaps, in the end, receive no good 
answer from the governor, it were mere foUy." 80 he 
requested Ucense for the sale of certain lean and sick 
negroes, who were like to die upon his harids if he 
kept them ten days, having little or no refreshment foi 
them ; whereas, if they were disposed of, they would be 
recovered well enough : end this request, he said, he was 
forced to make, because he had not otherwise where- 
with to pay for the neceaairies which he wanted. Tbia 
reqiust being put in writing was deemed reasonable, 
and they granted him a license to sell thirty slaves. But 
though some eagerness to purchase had previously been 
shown, no one came now to buy, Hawkins knew not 
whether they sought to protract the time till the govern- 
or's answer should arrive, that they " might keep them- 
selves blameless," or if some other policy was in view : 
upon demanding the cause, he was told that the licence 
bad been granted only to the poorer people to buy negroes 
of small price : their money was not ready like rich 
men's ; and, moreover, as soon as they saw the ship, 
they had sent away tbeir money and their wives to the 
mountains for fear, and it would take two days to bring 
diem back. Some, however, came to cheapen, but' 
<how«d nidi- a diapontioa to bring down the price, that: 
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Hiwkini lent for the principal of the town, and made 
Aon u if he nould depart. Baling he was aorcy that 
he had troubled them, ts alao diftt he had sent for the 
goTernor. For it waa not onlj a licence to sell that he 
■Night, but profit alw, which he saw was not to be bad 
there ; and, therefore, he would aeek farther. And he 
showed them his papers, that they mig^t see what he 
had paid for hia negroei ; and declared, alao, " the great 
chai^ he wai at in his ahipping and in wagea." The 
Spanisrdg, who wanted alavef, and hoped to get them 
cheap, did not like to hear of hia departure : they " pnt 
him in comfort to sell better there than in taj odier 
place ;" and went ao far m to aay that, if licence were 
reAued, he abonld not loae hii lahoar in tarrying, for 
they wonld buy without it.* 

The details are cnrioui, because this voy^e led the 
way to those hosCilitJeB in the New World, whidi 
made the English name ao formidable there, and m 
. odions, and which first called forth the character of the 
English seaman in ita whole strength ; and becanse with 
these tntniactioDB Rt Borbnrata that illicit trade com- 
menced, which continued as long as Spain retained its co- 
lonies upon the American main. That Hawkins might be 
induced to stay, the Spaniards bought some of his lean 
negroes ; but when the purchasers paid the duty, and 
required from the officer of the customs the customary 
discharge, the officer refused to give it, and, instead of 
tarrying the money to the king's account, distributed it 
to the poor " for the love of God." He could not have 
acted more wisdy with a view to his own exculpation ; 
but this caution pnt a stop to the sale, the purdiawra 
fearing that they mi^t be called upon for payment of 
the duties a second time. So trade was inspended till 
the fourteenth day, when the governor arrived. To him 
Hawkina repeated his petition: — he was come tluther in 
a ship of the queen's majesty of England bound to 
Guinea ; hut, driven here by wind and weather, be had 
great need not of necessaries abne, hnt of money for 
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the p«yinent of hi( toldien to whom he had promiwd it ; 
and, indeed, the^ would not deput without it, thoDgh he 
were willing bo to do. Farther, he represented that, doU 
wilhilandlng the prohihition, it would be well talcen at 
the governor's hands if he granted a licence in thi* case, 
seeing that there waii a great amit j Iietween iheir princei, 
and that the thing pertained to our queen's highnen. 
Thia petition was taken into consideration by the governor 
in council, and the licence was granted; bntany ahate. 
ment of ^e king's custom, being thirty ducats upon 
every dave, was refiised." 

But as Hawkins had little scrapie how he obtained his 
n^roea, or what papera he exlubited, or what story he 
told, to he was detetmined that the king'a duties should 
not stand in bis way, and that if he could not obtain liis' 
price by fair means, he would ^tort it from his cns- 
tomen by fear. With this resolution, he landed 100 
men, %ell armed with bows and airows, harquebusse* 
and pikea, and marched toward the town. Speedy 
messengers came out to know his demaoda. So our 
«aptun, says his honest chronicler, declaring how un~ 
reasonable a thing the king's custom was, requested to 
have the same abated, and to pay 7i per cent., which is 
the ordinary custom for waies through bis dominions 
there ; and unto this if they wonid not grant, he would 
displeaae them." Answer waa returned, that all things 
should be to his content ; the soldiers and mariners.how- 
erer, insisted upon having hostages; when these had 
been given, the traffic was b^un, and went on without 
disturbance ; and Hawkins, it seems, found no farther 
difficulty in obtaining what be thought a fair price. 
By mere accident, however, bis presence, unwelcome as 
It must have been to the persons in authority, proved 
to he of singular benefit to the town. A party of 
Cariha having obtained a guide, came in their canoes by 
night to bum the place and massacre the inhabitanta; 
-and their purpose was likely to have succeeded, if the 
4Spiiiiards had not been upon their guard against the 
■ iuuuit,£ia. 
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English.* Before they left this pl«ce, a French *e»el 
fn>m Havre arrived from the coast of Guineft, having been 
beaten off from SL Jorge da Mina hj the Portugueu 
galleya, and bringing to Hawkins tidings " mostsoirowfiil 
for him to nndcTBtand," that (he captain of his comortj 
the Minion, with a merchant and twelve maiinen, had 
been betrayed by the n^oe« on their first arrival tiiere, 
and were detained priBoners by the Portugueze ; ao that 
there was great donbt of biinging home the ship. 

Having ended their dealings at fiorburata, they pro- 
ceeded lo the island of Cura^oa, where they had " traffic 
for bides, and found great refreahing both of beef, 
mutton, and lambs ; whereof there was auch plenty,' 
that, saving for skins, they had the fleeh given them 
for nothing; and the worst in the ship thought acorn, 
not only of mutton, but also of sodden lamb, which 
they disdained to eat unroasted." But, notwithstand- 
ing this sweet meat, the narrator says, " they had soar 
sauce there ; and after nine daya' tarriance, were re-^ 
joiced when they departed : for by reason of riding so 
open at sea, what with blasts, whereby their anchors 
Ijeing aground there, three at once came home, and also 
with contrary winds blowing, whereby, for fear of ^e 
■bore, they were fain to baul off to have andior-bold, 
sometimes a whole day and night they turned up and 
down ; and this happened not once, but half-a-doien 
times in the space of their being there." Hawkina 
made next for Rio de la Hacha : there he spoke with 
the king's treasurer of the Indies, resident there ; told 
him of his quiet traffic in Borburata ; produced a cer- 
tifleate from the governor in confirmation of this state- 
ment; requested licence to trade here also in like 
manner; and when he was told that this could not be 
granted, the viceroy having sent eiprees commisiion 
from St Domingo to resist him with all the force they 
could, he repeated hia story of having bean forced by 
contrary winds to come into these parts. " But seeing 
they would, contrary to all reason, go about to with- 
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■tind hu traffic, he mnild not it shinild be said bjr him, 
diat, hiving the force he hiid, he was djiven from his 
traffic perforce, but would rather put it in adventure 
vhether he or they should have the better ; and, tber»- 
fijre, he called upon them to determiue, either to give him 
licence to trade, or else stand to their own defenc«.** 
In reply to this, they gave him the licence which he 
asked, but offered a price less by one half than what he 
had obtained at Borburata. " Whereupon the captain, 
wdghing their uncoUBcionable request, wrote to them a 
letter, saying, that they dealt too rigorously with him, 
to go about to cut his throat in the price of his com- 
moditieB, which were so reasonably rated, as they could 
not by a great deal have the Uke at any other man's 
hands; but seeing they had setit him this to hia 
supper, he would in the morning bring them as good a 
breakfaEt." * 

Having given this hint that he intended to settle the 
price of his commodidea in his own way, Hawkins ac- 
«ordingly fired a culverin, in the morning, " to summon 
the town," and prepared to land with 100 men, having 
' two brass falcons in his great boat, " and in the other 
boats double bases in their noses." The townsmen, 
" incontinent, in battle array," marched from the town, 
making semblance as if they would resolutely hare 
opposed the landing ; and he, " perceiving them so to 
brag, commanded the two falcons to be lUschai^d at 
them ; which put them in no small fear to see, as they 
afterwards declared, auch great pieces in a boat." At 
every shot they fell flat to the ground; and at last, for 
fear of these guns, they broke their array, and dispersed. 
Still their horsemen, being about thirty, made a brave 
■bow, coursing up and down, their white leather targets 
in one hand, and their javelins in the other : but as soon 
as Hawkins marched towards them, they sent a flag of 
truce; and the treasurer, in a cautious interview with this 
ugly merchant, acceded to all that he asked. Hos- 
tages were demanded, as before, on the alleged deter- 
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miDatiim of the men; and tlieie having been given, 
"we made our traffic quietly." Nevertbelegs, as the 
Spaniards seemed to be collecting, Hawkins thought 
a second ditplay of his strength necesEary; and when 
the final settlement was to be made, he went with his 
three boats, aa before, " with bases in their noses, 
and his men with weapons accordingly." All, how- 
erer, pasaed off peaceablj ; and though some dis- 
pleasure had arisen concerning money due by the 
governor of Borburata, which was to have been paid 
by the treasurer here, and of which the treasurer re- 
fused payment, Hawkins "would not molest him "for 
a debt which was not his own, but was content to re- 
mit it until another time. They parted with a show 
of friendship ; the captain demanded a testimonial of 
his good behaviour : it was not given till he was 
under sail, ready to depart; then having received it, he 
very courteously took his leave, shooting off the bases 
of his boat for his farewell ; and the townsmen returned 
this parting salute with four falcons and thirty barque- 
basses, — glad to be aped of such traders.* 

He now made for Hispaniola ; but was driven so far 
to leeward, that he fdl in with the " middle of Jamaica, 
though the clouds, which lay upon the land two 
days together, made it appear like a headland. There 
was a Spanish merchant in Hawkins's ship, who, 
trading in Guinea, and being by treason taken of the 
negroes, and afterward* bought by the Tangomangos, 
was by our captain brought from thence, and had bis 
passage to go into his own country." Poor man ! 
he was little benefited by this act of humanity. De- 
ceived by the appearance of the land, he pointed to 
the otjecta whidi, as his hopes and imagination 
shaped them, seemed to him well known. This was 
such a place; yonder was such a man's ground: be- 
hind that point was the harbour. Before he went into 
the pinnace to go ashore, "he put on his new cIo Acs, and 
for joy flung away his old. But in the end," says the 
angry narrator, " he pointed so from one point to 
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another, (hit we were a leetxHtrd of all places, and 
found ourselves at the west end of Jamaica before we 
were aware of it ; and being once to leeward, there was 
no gettiog up again : so that, by trusting of this Spa- 
niard's knowledge, our captain sought not to speak with 
any of the inhabitants, which, if he had not made him- 
Eelf sure of, he would have done m bis custom was in 
other places. But this man was a plague not only to 
our captain, whom he made lose, by overshooting the 
place, 2000/. by hides, which he might have gotten, 
but also to himself; for having been three years out of 
bis country, and in great misery in Guinea, and now in 
hope to come to his wife and friends, as he made sure 
account, be could not find any habitation neither there 
nor in Cn'ha, which we sailed all along ; but it fell out 
ever, by one occasion or other, that we were put beside 
the same, so that he was fun to be brought to Eng- 
land ; and it happened to him as to that duke of Sa. 
nutria, when the Israelites were besieged; for not ever 
thinking to have seen fais own country, he did see the 
same, and went upon it; and yet it was not his fortune 
to come to it, nor to any babitatiDn, whereby to remain 
with his friends according to his desire."* 

This unfortunate Spaniard, as he had at first been 
mistaken in the part of the coast, fell into a greater 
mistake concerning the island itself, and concluded that 
it was Hispaniola ; in which erroneous opinion Hawkins 
concurred, because, bebg ignorant of the force of the 
current, he couhl not believe that be had been bo far 
driven to leeward. He set his conrse, therefore, for 
Jamaica, as he supposed ; and this farther error " came 
to aa ill a pass" as the first ; " for by this did he also 
overpass a place in Cuba called Santa Cruz, where, as 
he was informed, was great stme of hides to be had ;" 
and missing, thus, two of the ports " where he thought 
to have raised great profit by his traffic, and also to 
have found refreshing of victuals and water for his 
meUj he naa now disappointed greatly." The Utter 
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necessary he found upon the lale of Pinu ; and " al, 
though it nere neither bo toothsome u runniDg water, 
bj the roeana it is standiiig, and but the water of rain, 
and, moreover, being near the sea, was brackiBh, y«t 
did ndt thej refuie it, but were more glad thereof, aa 
the time then required, than they ihould have bem 
another time with fine conduit water." After wander- 
ing in these seai three weeks longer, the; overshot the 
HaTannah, "which," aaysSparke,"iBanharhoaTwhere- 
unto all the fleets of the Spaniards come, and do there 
tarry to have one the company of another." Hawldna 
meant to have watered there, if he had hit the port. 
He seems not to have entertained any apprehenbioa 
Aat, if he had fallen in there with any ships of greater 
strength, they might have been disposed to put a stop 
to his trading by just such cogent means as he had em- 
ployed in carrying it on. At length, in great want of 
water, he made for the coast of Florida, and there 
ranged along, anchoring every night, because he would 
miss DO place where this want could be supplied, and 
entering every creek in Hcareh for the Huguenot colony 
which admiral de CoUgni had sent thither under Ren^ 
de Laudonniire. He found them not where he ex- 
pected, but on the river May ; where Laudonni^re had 
erected a fort about two leagues from the sea, which he 
named La Caroline. They had been reduced, by war, 
desertion, and mutiny, from SOO to about 40; and 
Hawkins heard from ihem the sad history of their 
misfortunes and their misconduct. Little as was the 
sense of religion that either party mmifested in their 
general dealings, on this occasion it became a bond of 
sympathy and a security for good faith. No precautions 
were thought necessary in their intercourse. Hawkins 
supplied them out of his ship with such stores as be 
could spare ; and, to help them tbe better homeward, 
spared them also one of his barks of fifty tons*; when 
Laudonni^ cooldnot be persuaded to accept of a passage 
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to Europe for himKlf and his people, though he had 
determined upon returning thither without delay, after 
datroying the fort, lest the Spaniards or English should 
occupy it.* 

He now Buled for England ; and contrary winds pro> 
longed the Toysge " till victuids scanted, bo that they 
vere in despur of ever reaching home, had not God," 
IS they truly said, " provided for them better than 
their deserving." — " In which state of great misery," 
cays Sparle, " we were provoked to call upon him by 
ftrvent prayer; which moved him to hear us:" and they 
arrived, at length, at Padatow, in Cornwall, through his 
mercy, in safety, " with the loss of twenty persons in all 
the voyage, and wilh great profit to the venturera, aa 
also to the whole realm, in bringing home both g^, 
aUver, pearls, and other jewels great store. His name, 
therefore, be prused for erermore. Amen ! " t Thua 
piously the writer of this narrative concludes his re- 
lation, aa if utterly unconscious that he had been en- 
gaged in any thing iniquitous. Contrarivrise, it was 
considered that Hawkins had rendered good service to 
his country by opening for it a new branch of trade ; 
insomuch that, " by way of increase and augmentitioa 
of honour, a coat ot arma and crest were settled upon 
him and his posterity, by a patent thus worded : — He 
bears sable on a point wavee, a lion passant gold, in 
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chief three besasta. Upon hit helm a wreath argent 
and azure, a demi-Moor, in his proper colour, bound 
■nd capdve, with annulets on hii arms and ears, or, 
mantelled gules double argent." * — "A worth; Bym. 
bol," Campbell ohGerves ti " of the infammu traffic 
which he had opened to his country." 
1£6T. After an expedition in 1567, for the intended relief 
of the Huguenots at Kochelle, he prepared for a second 
adventure to Guinea and the Spanish Indies f ; and 
sailed from Plymouth, in October, 1567, with his old 
ship the JesuB of Lubeck, the Minion, and four other 
Tessds. Arriring at Cape de Veid, he landed 150 
men, " hoping to obtain some negroes, where he got 
but few, and those with great hurt and damage to bis 
own roen ; chiefly, it was thought, proceeding from 
poisoned arrows : for although, in the beginning, the 
hurts seemed to be but small, there hardly escaped any 
that had blood drawn of them, but died in strange sort, 
with their mouths shut some ten days before they died, 
and after their wounds were whole." Thence they 
proceeded, " searehing with all diligence the rivers from 
Rio Grande to Sierra Leone ; " when, having " gotten 
together " not so many as 150 slaves, sickness and the 
lateness of the season, says Hawkins, " commanded ns 
away, thus having nothing wherewith to seek the 
coast of the West Indies." While the commander wae 
holding counsel whether to make for St. Jorge da Mina, 
and there obtain gold for their wares, so to defray their 
charges, a negro king sent to desire their aid against 
his neighbonrs, promising them for their puns all the 
prisoners who should be taken. Without regard to any 
thing but the prospect of gain, the ofi^ was accepted. 
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and 120 meo Bent to assist this barbarian. The; >»- 
saulted a town containing 8000 inhabitants, strongly 
paled and fenced after ihelr manner, and so well de- 
fended, that the English, having had six slain and fortj 
wounded, sent to Hawkins for more help; "where- 
upon," says he, " considering that the good success of 
this enterprise might highly further the commodity of 
OUT voyage, I went myself; and, with the help of the 
Idng of our side, assaulted the town both by land and 
sea I and very hardly, with fire (their houses being 
covered with dry palm leaves), obtained the town, and 
put the inhabitants to flight; where we took S50 per- 
sons, men, women, and children. And by our friend, 
the king of onr side, there were taken 600 prisoners, 
whereof we hoped to have had our choice; but the negro 
(in which nation is seldom or never found truth) meant 
nothing leas: for that night be removed his carop and 
prisoners, so that we were fain to content us with those 
few that we had gotten ourselves."* 

Having, however, now obtwned between 400 and 1568. 
500 negroes, he hoped, by carrying them to the West 
Indies, to countervail the charges of this expedition 
with some gains. Having made the island of Dominica, 
he " coasted on from place to place, making his traffic 
with the Spaniards as he might ; somewhat hardly, be- 
cause the king had s^vightlj commanded all his go- 
temoTB in those parts by no means to suffer any trade 
to be made with them." Notwithstanding, he had 
" reasonable trade and courteous entertainment" from 
the Isle of Margarita unto Carthagena, escept at Rio de 
la Hacha, " from whence came all the pearls." The trea- 
surer, who had the charge, would by no meani tgree to 
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an; trade, or (ufftr ns to water ; he hid fortified hia 
town with diven bulwarks in ill places where it might 
lie entered, and fumiahed him with ] 00 harquebuaierB ; 
■a that he thought, by itunine, to have enforced lu to 
put a-land our u^roea ; " of which porpoae," aaya Haw> 
Idns, " he had not greatly failed, uidets we had by 
force entered the town : which, after we could by no 
nieanB obt^n his fsTonr, ne were enforced to do. So, 
with 200 men, we brake in upon their bnlwarka, and 
entered tlie town, with the losa only of two men *, and 
no hurt done to the Spaniards, because, afto' their volley 
diacharpd, they all fled. Thus having the town, with 
BOiae circumstance, as partly by the Spaniards' dedre 
of negroes, and partly by friendship of the treasurer, 
we obtained a secret trade, whereupon the Spaniards re- 
■orted to us by night, and bought of oa to the number 
of 200 negroes. In all other places where we traded, 
the Spaniards inhabitanta were glad of ns, and traded 
wiUingly." + 

Carthagena was the last town which they thought to 
luTC iCN) on die coast. There the governor was so 
itnight — that is, he observed his orders so properly— 
that Hawkins could have no dealings with any Spaniard ; 
and, because his trade wm nearly finished, he neither 
tiwught it prudent to venture a landing, nor to " d^ 
Oaet farther titne," but departed in peace, hoping to 
aacape the hurricanes, for " the time of these storms" 
was approaching. But passing by the west end of 
Cuba, toward Florida, there " happeued to them " a 
atorm, which continued four days, and " so beat the 
•Tesus, that they cut down all her higher buildings ; her 
mdder also was sore ahaken, and withal the ship was 
In to extreme a leak," that tfiey were " rather on the 
]K)int to leave her dun to keep her any loi^r." Yet, 
lioping to " bring all to good pass," they made for the 
coast of Florida, and there found no pLace nor haven 

* Hnnn ■»•. ha lott hk Hnaito moi bvn, uid ihrtn otbirf..>. 
B7I9. 
tHaUunCBL 



<i„Google 



for tbeir ships because of the shsUowness of the coast 
" Thus being in greater despur, and taken with a 
new storm, which continued other three days," Hawkins 
ihot^ht that hia only resource was to take for hii suc- 
cour " the port which serreth the dt^ of Mexico, 
called St. Joan de Ulloa ; in seeking of which port," 
he says, " we took on our way three ships, which car- 
ried passengers to the number of 100; which passenijerg 
we hoped should be a mean to us the better to obtain 
TictwJs for ow money, and a quiet place for the re- 
pairing [rf onr fleet." * 

That port they entered on the l€lh of September. 
The Spaniards of Vera Cruz mistook diem for a fleet 
from Spain which was daily expected ; and under that 
mistake the chief officers came aboard to receive the 
despatches +, and " being deceived of theb expectation," 
were greatly dismajred ; " hut when they saw our de- 
mand was nothing but victnals, they were recomforted. 
I fotmd in the same port," says Hawkins, " twelve 
ships t, which had in them, by report, 300,0001. in 
gold and silver ; all which being in my poswauon, with 
the king's island, as also the passengers before in my 
way thitherward stayed, I set at liberty, without the 
taking from them the weight of a groat" He had good 
reason for being upon his good bdiaviour at this junc- 
ture ; and, detaining two persons of estimation for his 
own security, he sent post to Mexico, representing to 
the riceroy dist he had pnt in here by stress of weather, 
in want of victuals, and his ships in great need of 
repair: these wants the Engliah, as fiiends to king 
Philip, requested they might be supplied with for dieir 
money ; they requested, also, that, with all convenient 
speed, order might be taken for preventing any cause of 
quarrel on the arrival of the Spanish fleet. This mes. 
sage left the port on the night after their entrance: " on 
the marrow," says Hawkins, " we saw open of the 
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bSTen ihiiteen great ships. I sent immediately to ad. 
TertiBe ihe general of the fleet of my b^ng there, giving 
him to understand, that, before I would suffer them to 
enter the port, there shoold some order of conditionB 
puB between us for our safe-bdng there snd main, 
teaance of peace. 

" Now it is to be understood that this port is made by 
a little island of stones, not three foot above the water in 
the highest place, and but a bowshot of length any 
way : this island standeth from the mainland two bow- 
shots or more. Alio it is to be understood that there 
is not in all (his coast any other place for ships to arrive 
in safety, because the north wind hath there such 
viiJence, that, unless the ships be very safely moored, 
with their anchors fastened upon this island, there is 
no remedy for these north winds but death. Also 
the place of the haven was so little, that of necessity 
the ships must ride one aboard the other, so that ne 
could not pve place to them, nor they to us. And here 
I began to bewail that which after followed: for now, 
said I, I am in two dangere, and forced to receive the 
one of them. That was, either I must have kept out 
(he fleet, the which, with God's help, I was very well 
able to do ; or else sufier them to enter in with their 
aeCQRtomed treason, which they never fail to execute, 
when they may have opportunity to compass it by any 
means. If I had kept them out, then had there been 
present shipwreck of all the fleet, which amounted in 
value to six millions, nhioh was in value of our money 
I,800,000f. ; which I considered I waa not able to an- 
swer, fearing the queen's majesty's indignation in so 
weighty a matter. Thus with myself revolving the 
doubts, I thought rather better to abide the jutt of the 
uncertainty than the certainty : the uncertain doubt, I 
account, wa« their treason, which, by good policy, I hoped 
might be prevented ; and, therefore, as choosing the least 
miicbief, I proceeded to conditions." * 

The fleetj mhich was commanded by Francisco de 
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Lnxan, brought out a new viceroy, Don Martin' Hen- 
riquei ; and his presence rendered it unnecesBary to 
wait for inatructioiiB from Mexico.* Indeed the circnm- 
Btances adinitted of no delaj ; for the ^eet, being advised 
from Vera Cruz that the English were in the port, kept 
off at a distance of some three leagues, and were in 
danger of the north winds, which are as frequent on 
that coast as they are perilous. Upon receiving Hawldns's 
overtures, the viceroy, therefore, desired him to propose 
his condidons, promising that, for the better mainlenanee 
of amity between the two crowns, they should on his part 
be favourably granted and faithfully performed : he added 
"many fur words, how, passing the coast of the Indies, 
be had understood of our honest behaviour towards the 
inhabitants where we had to do ; the which," says Haw- 
kins, " I let pass." We required victuals for our money, 
and licence to sell as much ware as might fiimish onr 
wants ; and that there might be of dtber part twelve 
gentlemen as host^es ; and that ibe island, for onr 
better safety, might be in our own poeaesaion during 
our abode diere, and such ordnance as was planted 
on the same island, which were eleven pieces of braas ; 
and that no Spaniard might land on the island with 
any kind of weapon." These conditiona the viceroy 
"somewhat tnisliked" at first; as well be m^ht, 
coming from one whom he could r^ard as nothing 
better than an armed contrabandist. Chiefly be ob- 
jected to the demand that the English should have the 
island in their own keeping: this, however, Hawkins 
justly regarded as an indispensable condition, seeing that 
" if they bad had it, we should soon have known our 
fare ; for with the first north wind they had cut our 
cables, and our ships had gone ashore." The negotialionB, 
not being expedited by any dangeroua weather, con- 
tinued three days. At last, theviceroy consented to all that 
was required, reducing only the number of hostages to . 
ten : these, with all speed on either part, were exchanged; 
• AccDTdlng lo Hemn, Ihc Engliih had ))Mniinneday>lnIhepiirt,in<I 
Ibr permliilon for which Iheybidapplltd hid tniveii Uom M«iilr», But 
Ili«K Hspciiiu upoDiiblchIlii<ikiiuiniutba(h«lKit*uthority. 
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the Tieeroy gave a writing, "ugned with biiband, ana 
■eiled with hii seal, of all the condidoni; and forthwith 
Gommandnieiit wa* made, bj wund of tmmpet, that none 
■hould tioUte tha peace on pain of death. The twa 
generali met and pledged their faith each to the olhet ; 
and all having be«i, u it seemed, concluded, the Span- 
tarda entered the port, the fleets salutiiig one another ai 
the manner of the sea doth require. Thui, Thundaj, 
we entered the port, Friday we law the Spanish fleet, 
and on Monday, at night, they entered. Then we 1a. 
honred two days placing the English ships by thetnselTes, 
and the Spanish ships by themielves ; the captains of 
each part, and inferior ineTi of their parts, promising 
great amity ; which even as with all fidelity it wsa meant 
on OUT part, so the Spaniards meant nothing leas on 
thews."* 

Hawkini aooik had reason to suspect that the Span.. 
iarda were secretly fumisIuDg their shipB with men from 
the shore .- indeed, on the very ni^t after the Spaniards 
had.eatered, 120 soIdieTS had been conveyed on board. 
The viceroy, who, by permitting this, clearly con- 
sented to the intended treason, left things in this state, 
and departed for Mexico. On the morning of Thursday 
there were manifest indications of some intended treason ; 
■Qch as " BhifCing of weapons &om ship to ship ; planting 
and landJT^g of ordnance from the ships to the island f 
passing to and ho of companies of men, more than re- 
quired for their necessary bunness, and many other ill 
likelihoods, which caused him and his people to have & 
vehement suspicion. Therewithal he sent to the ge~ 
neral to enqtijre what was meant. The answer was, that 
he would be their defence against all villaniest; and 

•H*kIUTt,U3,K4. 

f On tlis lUth of ■ ikrnrf, HiwUni uji : but U wu tl» B»«^ 
^bB^ ttHl Mlti WM not lo ta« kept KUb ttedonCcn: ju njufUu 

thaRarr.iatiiklbTUieSp&^hbUtorlan, hu m b^uker cbu-BcUr than in 
H»klu^ nlUtOD. Himn uii, that Liuad Ktlt a gosd numlKr of 
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time gpodbg Oleic in. 
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conunandment wai given, aeeordiiiglf, to nnpUnt all 
things nupicion*." HawkiiiB'i kpprehendonB were not 
maored hy th^ae fair worda and fair appearaneei: he had 
rcMon to believe that not less than 300 men had been 
•ecretly conveyed on board a ship of gOO lona, which waa 
moored next the Minion ; and, aa the master of the Jenu 
apoke Spanish, he sent him to the viceroy, and required to 
beaatlBfiedif any such thing were or not. "The viceroy 
now seeing that the treason must be discovered, forth- 
with stayed our master, blew the trumpet, and of all 
sides set upon us. Our men which warded aibore, being 
stricken with sudden fear, gave place, fled, and sought 
to recover succour of the ships. The Spaniards, being 
provided for the purpose, landed in all places in muld- 
tades from their ships, which they might easily do with- 
out boats, and slew all our men ashore without mercy ; 
a few only escaping on board the Jesus. The great 
' ship immediately fell aboard the Minion ; but, by God'a 
appointment, in the time of the suspicion we had, which 
was only one half hour, the Minion was made ready to 
avoid ; and so leeung her head-fasts, and hauling away 
by the stem-&its, she was gotten out : thus, with God's 
help, she defended the violence of the first brunt of these 
SOOmen, TheMinionbeing passed out.theycanie aboard 
the Jesus ; which, also, with rery much ado, and the loss 
of many of our men, kept them out Then were there 
also two other ships that assaulted the Jesus at the same 
instant, so that she had hard getting loose ; but yet, with 
some time, we had cut our bead-fasts, and gotten out 
by the stem-fasts. Kow, when the Jesus and the Minion 
were gotten about two ships' length from the Spanish 
fleet, the fight began so hot on oil sides, that, vrithin one 
hour, the admiral of the Spaniards was supposed to be 
sunk, their vice-admiral biint, and one other of their 
prindpal ships supposed to he sunk ; so that the ships 
wae little able to annoy us."* 

• HnkluTt. 6H. TtieapuIibKcoiiDtdllftnfrcailbliiltiinthiillliw. 
tint, hiTiiiD (Ought all di;, uid iKiiig Iwdic c«hu mn MUcd bj Uie Oil if 
■ mail, aiHl tlial hit other T«Hlt were In bad pUs^ti I'vnt on board Uw 
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Had the English miintained the island long enough 
after the firat manifestation of hostility, to have spiked 
the guns there, tlie whole acdon would have been as 
glorious to them as it was dishonourable to the Span- 
iards; but they had made no preparation against ai 
attack, and when it was made, the men who were ashore 
lost aU courage, and with it all presence of mind. Thdr 
mdnance being thus in the Spaniards' hands, "did us," 
says Hawkins, "so great annoyance, that it cut ell the 
masts and yards of the Jesus, in such sort that there was 
no hope to carry her away ; also it sunk our small ships 
(the Judith only, a email bark of 50 tons, excepted) ; 
whereupon we determined to place the Jesus on that side 
of the Minion, that she might abide all the battery from 
the land, and so be a defence for the Minion till night ; 
and then to take such relief of Tictuals and other necefr- 
saries from the Jesus as the time would suffer us, and 
to leave her. As we were thus determining, and had 
placed the Minion from the shot of the land, suddenly 
the Spaniarda fired two great ships which were coming 
directly with ns ; and having no means to avoid the fire, 
it bred among die men a marvellotis fear, so that some 
said, ' Let us depart with the Minion ;' others said, 'Let 
nsseewhether the wind will carry the fire from us.' But 
to be short, the Minion's men, which had always their 
sails in readiness, thoi^ht to make sore work j and so, 
without either consent of the captain or master, cat their 
saiL" Hawkins himself was " very hardly " received on 
board. Most of the men who were left dive in the Je. 
BUB msde shift snd followed the Minion in thm boat; the 
rest, whom the boat coold not hold, were enforced to 
shide the mercy of the ^Hiniards, " which," he says, 
" I doubt, was very little. ' 



pico»'n/»Bnt^t"°Mai 



tbe? bad taken ceniiiii oftHj 



uistrilnFfaillpi,": 
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Thus only Ibe Minion tnd the Judith mcupeA ; and 
Hawkins complainB that the latter that same night fur- 
aook him in hi« great misery. Hsviiig removed about 
two bowBhots from the Spanish ships, the Hinion rode 
until morning, and then gained the Isla de aacrifldoi, 
about a mile off: there a north wind took them ; and 
being left onlj with two anchors and as many cables, — 
for in the conflict they had lost three cables -and two 
anchors, — they thought always upon death, which ever 
was present; "butGod," says the commander, "preserred 
us to a longer life. (That north wind prevented the 
Spaniards, according to their own account, from pur- 
suing him : bat tbej might have done this when the 
wind changed, and, doubdess, would have done so, had 
they not been so roughly handled in the action.) The 
weather waxed seaeimsble, and the Saturday we set 
sail i and having a great number of men and little vic- 
tuals, our hope of life waxed less and less." Some were 
for yielding to the Spaniards; some rather desired 
to reach a place where they might give themselves to 
the infidek ; and some had rather abide, with a little 
pittance, the mo'cy of God at sea. " So, thus, with sor- 
rowful hearts, we wandered in an unknown sea by the 
■pace of fourteen days, till hunger enforced us to seek 
the land; for hides were thought very good meat : rata, 
cats, mice, and dc^, none escaped that might be gotten; 
parrots and monkeys, that were had in great price, were 
thought then very profitable If they served the turn one 
dinner. Thua on the 8th of October we came to laud 
in the bottom of the same bay of Mexico, in %3i°, 
where we hoped to have found inhabiCanta of ^e 
Spaniards, relief of victuals, and place for the repair of 
our ship, which was so sore beaten vrith shot from our 
enemies, and bruised with shooting off our own ord- 
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tuace, that our weaiy and weak anni were Bcarce able 
to keep out water. But all tbings bsppened to the 
contrary ; we found neither people, victual, nor haven 
of rdid' ; only a place where, having fair weather, with 
some pail we mig^t land a boat." * This was on the 
coast of Tabasco. 

Here some of hia people dedred to be a«t tahore, 
making their choice rather to submit themselves to the 
mercy of sav^ea Aan longer to hazard themsd.ves 
at sea, where they very well saw that should they 
remain together, if they perished not by drowning, 
hanger must enforce diem in the end to eat one anoth^. 
Desperate as the request was, be could not but consent 
to it. About a hundred took this resolution, and about 
as many more resolved, at all risks, to take the chance 
of reaching their own country.t The former were 

• BMkl<ijt,S»t.S35. 

tThulHavUnirtOltHtH 
PhlU»: htunllMttDltiiii 

enoridirinc wltb htemtf 0_. „ __, __ 

DontivT, both fat tb« wMfttj ot huuKlf and tbe rst ; and thovupot balng 
nHlied ui aet bilT bli |>«i^ aihiiR tkat be bad tbrn Wt aliie. It mn r 
wnld to aec bow auddnlT ment mlndavire Bltevlj Da tbej irhlch . 
linto before dolrvl M 1» Ht on land waeww of a iUArM mli^ind n 

llhemwe conuntaUoo of aS mra't Ddndi, and to uka anaj all occationa o 
oMoce, Id take thti order. FbM>liemadecbfd«ot udiperaauof aervle 
vhI aceouht Ml were DcedAil Go itay ■ and that bdngdon^ of thoae iridd 
wen wnUni to (Oi be apnUUed •nth aa b« Ibaughl might be bert ^arcd 
and laHeDtrr aj^nled ihal b; the boat they ahould be Ktoniborej on 
genoal promLiiDS ui that, the nstt rear, he would tidier come hhnielf, n 
dee aend to fetch lu hmH. Hen, aaaln, U would ha?t eaiued anj 000; 
bun to ban nientid to hear the pHUUI moan that nuDr did nuke, am 

and toniiflibwai, and, Iharefon, w« wen lo paia wilb gnat danser ; jef 
notwUbitaiidhiLiherewaa tw lemed}, but we that were amminud to g 
snot oCaiatMtiaKi: howbett, tboae that went In the tat boatwer 
aaMr eel on abon ; but of thoee which went M the iecond. of which . 
M^drwaaoBt,theM*a«iou(htao high, that we miM not attalD to ihi 
•iKm, and, theMne, we were cniitiUMd, th(«i|b the oud dealing al. 
John Ham^on, ceptah> of the Wnkn, and JohnSaodeta, boatnalD DTtba 
Janu, anmomai FoUaid Ma iHl^ to leap oM of Um boat laio ilu mala 
aea,bavlDgiBO»tbanaiBlle toihore,andeotoiblnforounelTea,andeltner 
todnk ot awiin ; and of thoae that » we» (aiit were) Ibrown ouj^dcom. 
polled to leas Into the •«, there w«rt two drowned." !nn.«3, »:t) tho« who 
wenlmded^ heian, had oolr una uUver, and two oU awordi amfaia then. 
ThBroUeonof3obHarlnii,aiiotberof thepurtr.iamoieln confcnnitj 
wlthHawkhii, •■OursBneta[,"heaaT^"wufiiicedlodlTldehli«nnpan* 

mneutldthat Ibejr would rather been the ehOT^ toi' '~ ~ 
amoanL (he enemlH^ than to itarve on ihlliboaTd 13 
wouldgo on ihore, and who would tarvf on ihlptaDanl? Ih 
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Itndcd ; and Htwkins determined to water there, and 
then with faiB " little remain of vietuili to uke the 
iea." He was on shore with fifty of hi« remaining 
crew expediting thii work, when there aroae an extreme 
storm; dming three days thej could not r^ain the 
diip, and the ihip was in such peril, that ever; hour 
they expected to »ee it wrecked. But " God again had 
metey on them," and with fair weather they got clear of 
diecoBit of the Indies and of the Gulf of Bahama. After 
thiB, bia men, oppressed with famine, began to sink and 
die, till the few survivors grew into inch weakneas that 
tfaey were scarce ahle to manage the ship. The wind 
" being always ill for them to recover England," they 
made for the coast of Galida, and on the last day of 
]>ecember put into Pontevedra. There, " by excess of 
fresh meat, the men grew into miserable dieeasea." 
Most of them died ; and Hawkins perceiving that, not- 
withstanding all endeavours to conceal hia weakness, 
the Spaniards had discovered it, and were planning some 
treachery, removed with all speed possible to Vigo. 
Some English diips which were lying ^ere asaisted him, 
and spared him twelve of their men, with which help 
he arrived at last in Mount's Bay. He concludes his 
relation with these words : — " If all the miseries and 
troublesome affairs of this sorrowful voyage should be 
perfectly ,and thoron^y written, there should need a 
painful man with his pen, and aa great a time as he 
had that wrote the lives and deaths of the martyrs." ■ 









•taiHldti]rMiiMiii«n1icbrou|thtlnti>]^1iind| uidKhEilLd, 

"airnmi nnin lata Bulind, I bun b«rd thil minr miiUknl tlial he 
Mtiu»litliiiirililn,utd bm^t ininegrca. Bui t>i< lam ii tM> 
At then he ni^Ehiin hid ilcniiik, or mdt other thing needhil, IT bf 
ibvl wtAtfaer be hftd been driven upm the blkodi, which tor ^idd nor 



Out tomt of hi uiiha)ip) eompinlnni injuld be enDtJed hi [he tt 
BOK to that ■ppeDiIion ■ Qeorfr BiTely, Peter MomfHa, bhI Cor 

youai. R 
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It is remirkable that the Spanish character, hononr- 
able aa it had fonaerlf been, and as it sftenrarda again 
became, ihoiild at this time have been stained by so 
many instaneet of bad faith. The perfidy of some of 
tbeir kings, especiall; of Ferdinand, first brought upon 
the nation this disgrace. He acted upon the Machia- 
vellian principle, that in policy whatever ii expedient 
is right ; and the Romish chnrch consecrated that 
principle for his successors, when it pronounced that no 
faith was to be kept with heretics, — a principle which 
no church but that which styles itsdf infallible has ever 
proclaimed, and which can be held by none but those 
whose conscience is not in their own keeping. The 
treachery with which Hawkins had been treated excited 
a Btroi^ feeling in England, eapedally among military 
and sesfaring men. They exclaimed against the 
Spaniards for breach of treaty in this case, inasmuch, 
they said, as it had been agreed between Charles V. and 
Henry VIII. that there should be free commerce be- 
tween the subjects of both princes, in all and singular 
their dominions and iglands, — not excepting America, 
which already at that time belonged to Charles ; and on 
this ground Uiey wished that war mightbededaral against 
Spain.* Both parties were in the wrong. An infraction 
of that treaty, by closing the American porta, was a paint 
for discussion between the two governments, and if the 
English government had thought fit, a ground of war, 
if any wrong in consequence had been offered to one of 
the queen's sulgecta ; but it was not for a sulgect to take 
the matter into his own hands, and declare his determin- 



SgvlUs. HuifMben, who HTedlhEii lira brreaoumdngllHiipliiUiDiwhicb 
llieTludbMBOiHapenal b^ Utiure Co utow, thouKb they wguld han pfo. 
femtd mt'Chlng to hn* eaupei] pHHCudon, wen flogged on honebuck 
tbrotqh the itneta of Uexico, iim condenaed then or Id SnDle ta tbt 

Wmnatti and Job Hortop iniuShedof IhelF edTtnturM ud luSki- 
iiWB taut bHve contributed nealTr to that ebhomnce of the Speniardi 
iFtildi w km! prnmnad In Ihli counlrr- The flnt eflbctad hig empe illn 
■Ixteen yeui, the Utur jdler thm and twenty. Both eccounti bear waj 
nurk ot vendtF. It ■pfwan that the Spuiiardi would have been dl»- 
poail to tcesl ttem wltb great kiDdoeat, Ifit bad not been Rn the Inqul. 
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stion of trading in those ports amicably if the aiilhorities 
pleased, but otherwise, aimB in hand, whether they 
would or not. After he had thus declared, and acted up 
to that declaration, there could have bean no just cause 
of complaint on the part of England, if he and his fleet 
bad been fairly taken or destroyed. But by acting 
buely the Spaniards gave the Eoglish the advantage of 
a fair quarrd ; and thongh the queen, because she wu 
at that time perplexed nith the troubled state of affairs in 
Scotland, for that cause, and for other weighty coDsider- 
ationg, gave no ear to those who wonld at once have 
engaged the nation in a war with Spain, there were ad- 
venturers who lesolTed to prosecute the qnanel at all 

The Judith, which made part of Hawkins's fleet, and 
was the only vessel except the Minion that escaped, was 
commanded by Francis Drake, a name that soon became 
terrible to the Spaniards. The cottage in nliich Drake 
was bom, on the beautiful banks of the Tavy, was de- 
molished aome thirty years ago, till which time it had 
remained unchanged ; a stall for cattle belonging to 
the farm-house hard by now stands npon its site. By 
bis own account, as repeated by Camden, he' was horn 
of mean parentage, but his name waa given him in bap- 
tism by his godfather Francis Russel, afterwards earl of 
Bedford ; and he is said to have been akin to Hawkins, 
at whose cost and under whose care it ia alao said that 
. be waa bronght up, being the eldest of twelve soni. 
That cost,' however, could have been little; and the 
cue, perhaps, little more than such countenance aa gave 
him conuderation in the eyes of his employers, if Cania 
den's statement he correct, which in the main it must needs 
be, having been derived from Drake himself. His father 
being likely to be called in question* for tiis religion aa 



dmdm u^i he wai called kn qiwitLan br th« Ikw at 
■mplKil DtHfrrei, thmL, if Dnke w» bora tamt 
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• protestant, in the da;s of penecution fled from Deron- 
■hire into Kent When better da;t irrived, he obtained 
an appointment " among the seamen in the king's navy 
to read prajera to than ;" and won aflerwardi wu or- 
dained deicon, and made Ticar of UpDor church npon 
the Medway ; the road, u;i Cunden, where the fleet 
nniallj anchoreth. Hoe, " by rea«on of hi« poverty, 
he put hia son to the miater of a bark, hii neighbour, who 
carried on a coaiting trade, and uaed sometimea to trana. 
port merchandiie to Zedand and to France." Thia 
maater " held Drake hard to hii buunen ; " and " paina 
with patiencein hit youth," layi Fuller, "knit the joints 
of hii aonl, and made them more aolid and compacted." 
The maater naa ao aatiiBed with hia conduct, and pleased 
with him, that, being unmarried, he bequeathed him 
the bark at hii death. With thia he continned his ac- 
tive an4 thriving way of life ; and had got together some 
little money, when, hearing that Hawkins wai fitting 
out an expedition for the New World, he sold hia vessel, 
and, repairing to Plymouth with some other " stout 
seamen," embarked himself and hia fortune! in the 
adventure.* 

In this unfortunate voyage Drake lost all that he 



FuH^rnjL upon thliaccuioD, that " the itlng oT vopDT ilill nniAliicd in 
ZDftand.tfiauEtiibetKlb vhc knocked out,"ind that Dnke km bam in 
DeroutalRuiJ bnu|htuplQ Koili " G«l dlTtding theboninir betwixt 
MaoMDtiee, Hut the one night bin hit bmb. and Ilie oilier hie cdu. 
cutloa.'- HdT State, IS3. 

• CHBdcB. its. Fiilter'i H0I7 State, Itl PiincV VforthlB of Deron. 
CemplidL It k ceiuln thai Histfni ni d)ip>ia«l ii^th Drake f« 

ordered him into a French thip (which bv bad taken from lome Portuguese 
who had captured It oITCape Blanco, and In which wat tnostor the void 
whlob Ihejliail obulnedl, id* that Drake, InilMil of obmlng hb hitber 
order* jind wailing tor hint off the pot^ loada all ipeed pk Enaland, tv- 
porlnl there thai Hawklni wu lo< ud nu tip with the goU hlwatt 
HjlDg be beddlutllnled U nsont the men. •■ OhiOuM Heimi, " wHbli 
bnliuilni ! uid tboiuh ttaa ooeui kept blm three ouiithi In Kleon, ah* 
pudonef Bin upon InlmMi^ai, bkI ■> the mitlei rated." P.m Cundfli 
■en that Dnke faardlr enped ultb the kw of what b* had. Hie chana 
«pKulBtiao tanodoubtaahimn^i Ok hliinpi>KiiiBeal,ifltRidIr ioA 
iOiMl caii«. Dnke, acmrdini to Jota Hoitof^ 
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had kccumulsted by bis former industry; bntadirine*, 
beknging to the fleet, comforted, faim with the amir- 
ance, that, haTiiig been thus treadierouHly used by the 
Spaniard!, he might lawfully recover in value of the 
king of Sp^n, and repair Ma lossei upon him whereTer 
be could. " The case," sayi Fuller, " wu clear in sea 
diriDity; and few ire mch infidels as not to believe 
doctrines which make for their own profit. Whereupon 
Drake, though a poor privste man, nndertook to revenge 
himself OD so mighty a monarch, who, cot con- 
tented that the aan riseth and aetteth in hia dominions, 
may seem ■ to desire to make aU hia own where he 
Bhineth."i' Two or three voyages he made to gain 
intelligence, it is said, in the West Indies ; and in 
these he got some store of money " by playing the sea- 
man and the pirate."^ Some reputatioa now he had 
by this time acquired as a skilful and adventuroua 
inariner ; for now, it is aaid, he got a commission, and 
railed from Plymouth, in 1570, with two ships, the 
Dragon and the Swan ; and the year sFleT in the Swan 
tlone. In these voyages he acquired certain notice of 
the places to be aimed atj Thua prepared with aH ]j,y 
needful information, he sailed from the Sound on 34. 
Whltsun-eve, 1572, in the P-ascha of Plymouth, of 
70 tons, and his brother, John Drake, in the Swan of 
S5, with three handsome pinnaces, taken asunder and 
•towed aboard, to be put together upon occasion. He 
was well provided with a year's victuals, and with all 
neceasary ammunition ; but the force with which he 
commenced this first hostile expedition against the 
Spanish Indies con^stedof nompre.than seventy-three 

• Tlwn m CuKlni't mid^ Itam trticnn It an be aunBtacd, thai 
BoalblT thu dlTlsa wm Dnke'i own OitbeT. Fuller and «ib«D«t 
wrlMnwlwtaiTeMlsndmnnuiltwutheiiiinlUerodiiilAlpi ■'llw 
deetilm, hamvet ruddr pceKhaA, wai Ten takiiia In Eaglaiid i aiML 
tbereAira, be iw eooDcr puUialicd hb daHan tbanbe bad miBben at 
voludteen tmtS-j to acaoBpaiij blm, thtwin tbay bad nv wch pretnoe 
axD ai hehad Ueoloui Ibeb laiMndlDii."— OniffteU, L 418. 

t" And now^" be adili,"Wune* bow a dwMf, Banding on themoiral 
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men and boys. With these he uiled* for Nombre de 
DiiM, which " wom then the gnatxj of the West Indiea, 
whoein the golden harvest brought from Panuna was 
hoarded up till it could be conveyed to Spaiu."t 

On the 2d of July he came in sight of the high Und 
of America, aod directed his conrse to Port PheaaaDt, 
so named by him in a former voyage, because of the 
number of those Urda which he had there seen. Land, 
ing here, they found this warning uewly inscribed on a 
pkte of lead, and fattened to a tree of such conspicu- 
ous magnitude that four men could not enclasp its 
girth; — "Captain Drake, if you fortune to come into 
the port, make haste away, for the Spaniards which you 
had with you here last year have betrayed this place, 
and taken away all that you left here. I departed hence 
this present 7th of July, 1572. Your loving friend," 
John Garret." — This captain Garret was of Ply- 
mouth ; and woa probably, like his friend, one of dioae 
persons who made war against the king of Spain and 
bis BulgeGtB upon th^ own account. Drake, however, 
was not induced to alter his plans by this unfavourable 
information, but employed seven days in putting toge- 
ther his pinnacee in that convenient port. " As they 
had completed this business, an English bark from the 
Isle of Wight, James Rowsefi captdn, with 38 men 
shoard, came into the port, and being made acquainted 
with his design, joined company with him." Some of 
the men had been there with him the year before. 

' • " Willi (11 iperd »iid KcrtcT. n loth to put the town lo too muth 
chuge, which he ko»» Ihey wmild wlUlnglj iMlow, In providins l»for». 
hmdtrirMi«iiCTUiom«if'-»W(n-. , ^ „, g_„- .^ 

E^aFtatDBdllo."— Campitll, U *IS. 
i In ilr Wim«in Davemnfi open upon Ihli jan of Dtike'i biuerj. 



Vntea heLijoiiiHt wlthdciiganDnlu" 
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Sailing from hence for Nombre de Dim, Itiey kept Jtilj 
dose to tbe shore, nod lay quiet all night, intending t« ^^' 
attempt the town at break of day. But be wu forced 
to alter his resolution, and assault it sooner ; for be 
heard hie men muttering among themselTes abont the 
atrength and greatness of the place*: wherefore he 
loused them irom their rest before they had hatched 
their fears, and persuaded them it vas dann when the 
moon rose. The town was vinwalled, and they entered 
it without diSBculty in two companies, with trumpet 
Bounding and dram beating, and with " Sre-pikes di- 
vided between both companies, which no less affrighted 
tbi enemy than gave light to the English, who 
thereby discovered every place as if it had been broad 
day." t But the Spaniards were not unprepared, and 
saluted them in the markeNplace with a volley of shot 
Drake retomed the greeting with a flight of arrows, 
" the best ancient English compUment," and drove 
them from the ground ; but not without receiving a 
Bevere wound in his I^. This he dissembled, " know- 
ing that, if the general's heart stoops, the men's will 
fall ; and that, if so bright an opportunity once setlelh] 
it seldom riseUi again." Thej made their way to the 
house where the bars of silver were deposited j;, Drake 
teUing them " he had brought them to the mouth of the 
treasury of (he world, which if they did not gain, 
none but themselves were to be blamed." He bade 
them break it open ; but as he stepped forward to en- 
courage them by bis example, his etrength, sight, snd 
speech failed bim, and he began to faint for loss of 
blood. They bound up his wound with his scarf; and 
when he would not be persuaded, they " added force to 

Uw Tonln iiiuljtl{li liiMiiitlr.udcnc lukiuir btgeU iDMher."— AiUcr. ' 

t ''Thtr <3i«or«Ttd,"'U)ri(herc4BtiDn, ^« Tut hnp of wullh In the 
Idwr TDom, coHMlns oT Iwn orilltct. piled up ifiunit Che will, Kientr 
Aot In length, im in tlrMdlh,«od twelve in hdBlil,cmcll lurljeliiMnthirt)'. 

nom through tbtgrAttngjbutHrtAEnly hud D^tbertJDW nor opportunity 
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thdr entreaties, and so carried him to hia pinnace."* It 
wti .time to retreat, for the SponisrdE had discoTered 
thdr weakneia ; and the adventurerB, many of whom 
had got good booty before they reUred, found it neces- 
larj to re-embark, and put off to an island some two 
leagues distant, where thej remained two days. Several' 
men were wonnded in this affair, but only one slain. 
While they lay off the island, one of the garriKin csma 
off to them, trusting, as it seems, to their honour ; and 
declaring that he came tor no other purpose than to see 
those whose courage was such that, with such incon- 
uderable forces, they had Teutnred upon so incredible 
an attempt. He asked, however, whedier their captun 
were the same captain Drake who had been on this coast 
the two preceding years? and as many of the Spaniards 
were woimded with arrows, he asked abo whether the 
arrows were poisoned, and how the wounds might be 
cured f The captain made answer he was the same 
Drake concerning whom they enquired ; that it was 
never his custom, nor that of his countrymen, to poison 

• FuUs. " Tfaw TbtoTT umelima iliiK ItiTcHuti tbcii flnnn who 
hmcni^nin Ihelchindi.' Lopu Vu, wboK bicf UHHint of Dili 
■iBedltloDfHIinlotlieliiiidtaftlH EnflUh, undlipiiblUhcd (In ntnini- 
lidon) In HiklDTt (toL lU. p. ns.1,Bn th*t Dnk* uoAed ilBut ISO moi, 
Mt TO of thtm la ■ AM wbkli wu there, and. vitta Uie rgrt, nuTched Iota 
the lown, trlthout doing any bHTn Ml he cu» to the nurkct-plan; Utere 
bedlKhuseilhlioUnn.a>>duiuide(latiiimp«; end "thopeacOe here. 
(von, not uliiUnf of an* nicb nutter, wen put in greaC fteifiDdr vaUna 
out or thelt ileep. fled all Into the mountaini, enai^iini one of anirtlieT 
whalthematlerihoaldbe,— RmilnlniaaiBenaBiuedr Datwmelinih 
teen or dftoen et tbem," he lan, " mnt la the markel plue, and eeelng 
AeBMdiihtoliehut (to*, flndlhtfi tenncbuHC* at theni uttli lucta fiai- 
ttuie ai to km the tminpeter, and ihoot one of the prindpil nan tbnuli 
the lac upon ohleh b* letlied tswuih the flHt Meantime the; In tb* 
•irt,heVlnttheflringln Ibe town, and flniUng when thej iounded tb^ 
(riiBnel that It wu not amwered, nauluded that tbrir ooRindH had all 
Inn cut of, and tbereit|MB fltd u their pnnaeaL And the eant^n and 
hit peo^ diidln* the Ibrt (OnakHi, wgte la ao neat ftai, that, learlnr 
thgffSiidtnrebehInd them.ind potting off tbSr boae, Owr fwam end 
wad^ la thdi plnnacCa, and <o went with Ibefr ihlpi oat of the nut" 

EnMpt H to the nuinUn, and the manner or the ntnM, tUa telalloB 
la In Ibe main oonarmid by tbe BngHih aBonnt, Dnk* haiing been tlmi 

1 — ^ -u^ ^^ly EnglUnaan who wai aUn (though — "- — ^ 

Bter. Herren makei no mention of tfila 
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fteiT WTOW* ; that their wounds in%ht be cured with 
die ordinarf remedies ; and that be onlj wanted loms 
of that gold and ailver which the; got ont of the earth 
and sent ipto Spain to trouble all the world.* 

Having been disappointed here, Dr»ke made toward 
Culhagena, and took seTend vessels on his waf laden 
with provisioiu and goods. What was of more event- 
nal importance, he opened a communication with the 
Cimarronee, or Haroons, n^roes who had escaped 
from slavery, and establiijied themsdves in freedom In 
the interior of the Isthmui of Darien. " They had 
towns of about sixty families, in which the people lived 
cleanly and civilly," and their chief was able to raise 
1700 fating men. By these people he was informed 
that the treasure was brought from Panama to Nombre 
de Diot npon mules, a rtaua or party of wbich, con- 
rieting as might happen of from thirty to seventy, he 
might probably intercept. On this adventure, his 1^ 
having been healed, Drake set forth. One of the chief 
Cimarrones, as they were on the way, led him to a height, 
where from a great tree, it is said, that both seas might 
be seen. The story says that steps were cut in the trunk 
of this huge tree for ascending it, and that almost in th« 
top " a convenient arbour had been made, wherein twdve 
men might sit." Into this Drake mounted ; and, ob- 
taiuing a full sight ^m thence of that ocean, concerning 
which he had heard such golden reports, besought God 
to grant him " life and leave once to sail an English 
■hip ia diose «eas."t 

■ PrInM 

*• Out ifter hiving buTBI the rteli iropUcte or rtortlioate of nwrehiBdlw 
ppcn the tirti ChlTue^cMjJed the Ctau, roftni (braCiniviipAiuldonntiitbe 
puu idjotnlni, ha dM«H(d rnimilieiiiauiiuliwllicSaiiihSa. HcRupoa 
U«iiiui,beliigliifljM«l with HoMtloD of ikBTflhdboitatctf' wealth, wwio 
*«b*iBBtIr tmupoitBl with daln (a nirinu tint •■■, thil (UUiu dowa 
(bHva|iDBblikii(ai,lHhiisliinil the DlTtne wnUuB, tbu tai ^^ *t 
■m* tiiBt or otbtr ull Uiltba, ud lulw ■ wftn dlnmr of thg (me; 
nd bcmau hi bnuKt hiniMir br > tow. Trnni thii Umo fSmud bki 
inliid wu pricked w eontiniully, ulgbt kod tfaj, to pcrfiHm bit vow.*'^ 

Bulbo* cipKued ihiillu fMinn in pndHlj th> auiH •lliutlon. Whn 
bii Indian (uMh polnud out b) him tb« biight tnm wfacnee " bo bI^i 

NbltWDtlNt Wn W loBf lookod ft», ud D«*«T Wtn twRco Cf Ull lOU 
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The ruhneis of one of his own men, " who had Uken 
• little too much aqiu-vile," mured this enterprise: 
through this man's follj the Spaniards were alarmed, 
and Drake had at first to encounter not ■ party of mule- 
teers, but of men prepared for defence. He put them 
to flight, faovevei, and got possessian of Venta de 
la CruE, which seems to have been a station between the 
two ports on each side of the isthniuB. Heie the En- 
glish account says, that both the Maroons and his own 
people were strictly ordered not to hurt anj woman 
nor unarmed man, and that this order was fsitbfully 
obeyed. In the Spanish reladon it is said that six or 
seven merchants were killed here, and no gold or 
ulver found, but much merchandise, to the vdue of 
200,000 ducats, which he burnt, tt^ther with the 
place. He had better fortune soon in hearing " the 
sweet music of the mules coming with a great noise of 
bells;" and presently he got sight of two reeuat or com- 
panics, under no other care than that of the muleteers, 
who mistrusted nothing. Taking from these as much 
treasure as they could carry, they buried several lorn 
of silver ; but one of hie men fell into the Spaniards' 



waded hli men to May, udvcnt himfelr alone to the luniiDil, h If It 
were to take Che flnt Twwee tl on thetsof; where rklling pnHtnte upon the 
■Tsund, end nUni hlmwlf iciin upon hij kneee.u the manner of the 
ClniaUiH tt to pnj, uninc up hl> ere* and hsndi towird hcaren, and 
dlieoting hli tnt Imnud the neH-Annd Boulh Sen, lie policed ftnth hia 
btmbJe and devout prmnn befbre AtauIaJiCT Ood» n a ^ritual lacrtAce 
*Ufe thankaflilni, that K |iaaa«l hIa mViiie M^eM; Id mem nato that 
darthoTtelaryaiidpnlieorKiReatalhlnguiiUhliB.beiiitamaBbutof . 
auaUnll and kDi>wkdsr,oflitae«pnieMieaiid baiennntaie. When 
kahad Ihui niide hit pnteri allai hla wuUka nnniWilie backoned to M) 

unknown to tha [nlubitanta of Eutom AfHca, and Aria. Here a^n h« 
Ml lo hla praTOTtu befbre, dealTlncAhiilBht^ OodindlhabletHd vtigln 
to hinnir hii beclnidngi, ondlo ttvehnggdod luMaM to nMue thoH landa 

cosipaiiioni did likeiiiae, and'preiied Ood with loud Tolcei fur Jor. Then 
VaxMi, wlUl DD leai manlj cnuraKH than Hannibal of Carthare iliowid Ijla 

tbefr wrmt laboun ud tnnlli now orerpail. When be had Mid theie 
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hands, ftod was compelled b; torture to discOTn the 
place, so that, when Drake's people returned for a second 
lading, it was almost all gone. Upon returning to the 
coast where his pinnaces had been appointed to meet him, 
they were not to be seen, but in their stead seven 
Spanieb pinnaces which had been searching all the 
diore thereabouts. Being now in great fear that his 
ships also were lost, he constructed a raft of Hie trees which ' 
&e river brought down, mounted a biscuit sack for a 
sail, and " with an oar shaped out of a joung tree, for a 
rudder," he with three others, it is said, ventured ont 
of the luoath o!f the river. If this account be true, his 
motive must have been to obtain a better view of th« , 
coast from the water, than he could in a country covered 
with woods. Having sdled upon this raft about six 
hours, always up to the waist in water, and at every 
wave up to the arm-pits, tbey had sight of their own 
pinnaces, which, not perceiving tbem, were making be. 
hind a point for shelter from the wind and night 
Drake then ran his raft ashore, got round the point by 
huid, and there joyfully found them. They went about 
to the Rio Francisco, took in their comrades with the 
treasure that they had secured, and r^dned the ships. 
Nothing now remained but to dismiss their Maroon 
allies. Pedro, one of the chief and most serrioeable 
of them, had taken a fancy to Drake^s sword, and was 
so delighted when it was presented to him, that he de- 
sired him to accept four wedges of gold as a grate&l 
leturn. Drake accepted them aa courteously as tbey 
were proffered, but threw them into the common stock,' 
saying, it was just that they who bore part of the 
charge in setting him to sea, should enjoy their full 
proportion of the advantage at his return. He now 
tailed homeward with so prosperous a gale that in 
twenty.three days he passed from Cape Florida to the 
Scilly Isles; and arriving at Plymouth on a Sunday,. Aug. 
the news was carried into the church during sermon ?■ 
lime, and " there remained few or no people with the 
preacher," all running out to welcome one who was al- 
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KhAj regitded u the hero of that place and of that 

Though Drake had enriched hiniBelf in this expe- 
dition, BUCcesB served only to excite him to h greater 
enlerpriie. But while he wis " brooding pri»ately over 
this new design," it was in part forestalled by one who 
liad served under him in the various capacitiea of sol- 
' dier, sailor, and cook. This person, whose name was 
John Oxenham, is said to hare obtained the good 
opinion both of his captain and comrades in no ordinarj 
degree. Drake, when he beheld from " that goodly and 
great high tree " of the Maroons the sea of which he 
had heard such golden reports, communicated especially 
to Oxenham his purpose of one day sailing upon it, 
" if it would please God to grant him that happiness;" 
and Oxenham, in reply, protested that unless Drake 
were to beat him from his company, " he would follow 
him hy God's grace." On one occasion, when a party 
was to be sent on shore, and the people would not con- 
sent Ihat Drake should venture his person, John Oxen- 
ham and Thomas Sherwell were put in trust for the 
service, "to the great content of the whole company, who 
conceived greatest hope of them next to the captain, 
whom, by no means, they would condescend to suffer to 
adventure." t Oxenham "had gotten among the sea- 
men the name of captain for his valour, and had privily 
scraped tc^ether good store of money ;" and, having 
now been some time at home, and becoming impatient of 
idleness, be determined no longer to wait for Drake X, 



sniliinni. l-neieery up «™iie« lonuni nuKn, in trjauwn nnvimur: 
u If thin bl> pertOraiMn™ -ere nolhlng, wheiHn m gidilFn opporlunlty no 
hU head, ollh hit loni tOretock, Lnlo Drake'! hMndi, bcjoiyf eili>Fa>[iiilL 

pite, lo ulrenhire 00 luch a dalpi, which liail tn ii Jtut do mc™ pn>- 
IuUIUt Dud what *a> enouih U keep )I ftom lielng im|>lliu)llil.".-ai4r 

t ^uniel'l Hilt. orDt*»T«tstn the South Sea, I. iM,!SS. firFratldl 
IniikeRciLiad, Si. SI. 
t ** I>Tak«,'' tayi Prince, "bring prevented ttomaettlns fbrth, partly br 
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but uDilertBke, on hli own acconnt, the adventiiTe which 
that enierprisiag cominander had iirojected. Following, 15T5. 
therefore, the course which his late comminder had to 
niccestfutl; pursued, he sailed for the iathmiu with 
one ship and sevent; men, revisited his old acqnaint- 
taiee the Maroons, and leameil from them that the 
treasure which he bod hoped to intercept on its way 
from Panama was now protected hy a convoy of sol- 
diers. Diuppointed in thia hope, he determined upon 
a bolder adventure. He drew hia ship aground in a 
retired and woody creek, covered it with boughs, buried 
hia provisionB and hii gteat guns, and taking with him 
two small pieces of ordnance, went, with tdl his men 
and mx Maroon goidee, about twelve leagues into the 
interior, to a liver which dischargea itself into the 
South Sea. There he cut wood and built a pinnace, 
" which was five and forty foot by the keel;" embarked 
In it, and secured for himself the honour (if so it may 
be called, under such drcumstances,) of being the first 
Englishman that ever entered the Pacidc. In this 
vessel he went to the Ilha de Ferlas, five and twenty 
leagues from Panama, and there lay in wait for the ap_ 
pearance of a vessel from Peru. After lurking ten days, 
he captured a small bark bringing gold from Quito; 
and, six days afterward, another with silver from 

Not satialled with diis, he searched the islands for 
- pearls ; and having found a few, returned to bis pin- 
nace, made for the river in which he had embarked, 
and, when he was near the mouth, dismissed his priies, 
thus incautiously allowing them to perceive where he 
wai entering. The alarm was soon given; first, by 
some negroes iiom the island, who, as soon as he had 
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left then), hastened in a caooe to Panama.* Juan de 
Ortega was immediately despatched with 100 men, be- 
side D^o rowers, in four barka ; and he falling in wifb 
the prizes on his way was b; them directed to the 
riTCr. Here, however, he waa at fault; fbr the rivet 
discharged itself by three channels; he had made his 
choice to ascend the greatest of these streams, when 
feathers were obserred coming down one of the smaller 
channels, from wbencH it was inferred that the pirates 
had plucked soroe fowls upon iti hanks. Here, there- 
fore, he entered ; and, after four dajs' search, discovered 
the pinnace, with six Englishmen on board. These 
men leaped ashore, and ran for their lives : one was 
killed in his flight, the others escaped. Ortega, leaving 
twenty men in his boats, entered the country with the 
rest of his force ; and, pursuing such traces as were to 
be found, came upon a hut or barrack, from whence the 
English, upon the alarm given them by their comrades, 
had fled, hut where they had left their booty, and 
whatever eke might have encumbered them. He re- 
moved the treasure to his barks, and thought it more 
prudent to wait awhile for the chance of events, than to 
enter upon a panful and uncertain pursuit. , 

In ^a he judged wisely. There had been a dispute 
between Oxenham and his men when they had got their 
plunder ashore ; he had required them to carry it to 
their ship, promiaing them thdr shares ; the sailors, 
however, demanded a present division of the spoil : he ' 
was angry that his word should be doubted, and they 
were incensed that he made any difficulty in satisfying 

• Tbeie li ■ maie romantic but Sir Itu llktlf ■tonjPrlace ciUs it " an- 

nld(, inl^apreHUKotlieklnii the olhci, • IKIt of tingulir beaut*, 
nunud.audtheraiitlMrorchUilTeiL TbelattnirewtobeEkiBerdltioai 
ftr be had capitulated with thiM Srmcmiii, that Ihiir put of tbe brntr 
•hduldbeoii^tlMiliiOiMn, talbttndloeucute tbcnr nulice Djun tbe 
Spuilaidi tor IhelT eruettr to Ibem : tltaolnf Ihdr reieiu* bv nettliu 
tGen, end eating tbtir hEniti. Jofaii Oxenham vai taken irttb At loie at 
IhB L«l., and lo win her aood-wlll, what throueh her tean and dWeilaUm 
. ortliiibiihiroiiiactltin.btMkingprMniieirtlti the Srmenmi, he gave the 
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iiuoT daim. His life wai threatened ; the matter, how- 
erer, Beema to have been camproiniBed, and Oxenham 
went in search of negroes to act as caTrien. Theie he 
procured among the Maroona ; and retnming with them, 
met hie men who had escaped from the pinnace, and 
those who were fleeing from the barrack. The loss of 
their booty at once completed their reconcilement : he 
promised larger shares if thej shonld lucceerl in n. 
capturing it ; and marched resolute]; in quest of the 
Spaniards, relying apon the Maroons as well as upon 
his own people. But OrC^a was prepared for such an 
attempt : the Spanish were experienced in bush-fightiug, 
and made such adrantage of their experience, that, with 
the loss of seven killed and wounded, they slew five of 
the negroes and eleren Bnglishmen, and took seven of 
Oxenham's men prisoners. Thus defeated, he made for 
his ship with the remainder of his men ; and Ortega, 
' having buried his dead, returned with the treasure,^ 
the pinnace, and the prisoners to Panama. Adrice had 
been sent from thence to Nombre de Dios : Tessels 
were despatched to search along the coast for the En- 
glishman's ^p ; and when Oxenham and his people 
reached the spot where they had, as they hoped, con- 
cealed it, it was gone. Nothing remained far thera but 
to trust to the friendship of the Maroons, till they could 
build canoes, in which it was their intention to try their 
fortune upon the Northern Sea, if they could surprise 
some vessel there. But in this, which, if time had been 
given them for attempting it, would have been no forlorn 
hope, they were prevented. The Spaniards, who knew 
how insecure they must be while fifty auch adventnrem 
were at large in Ae country, sent 150 men under Diego 
de Friaa to hunt them out: some who were dck feQ 
into his hands; and the others, whom he failed to take, 
Oxenham being one, were, after a while, delivered up by 
the n^oes. They were brought to Panama; and Ox- 
enham was then asked whether he had his queen's au- 
thority forenterinffthe king of Spain's dominions? This 
could not be produced, nor was it pretended : lummary 
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eondemnadon fallowed, and the pruonen were executed 
(u pirstes, except Oicenhan), the muter, the pilot, and 
five bo JK, wbo were lent to Lima, the latter ai fit Hul^ecls 
tor toacf and conTerainn becante of theii ;onth ; the 
ibree former as being the chiefs of the crew, of whom it 
waa expedient that an example ahould be made in the 
Peruvian capital. In that city Oxenham and his two 
companions Buffered death* as common enemies of man- 
kind ; " thus miicaiTjing," says Camden^ " in this 
great and memorable tdventuie/'t 

* Prince uyi *■ tfaen U * fusllj at eamiitrMe lUndliii of tJili nuoa 
(OuDhiml (t Boulli TrnwUn, neu OkefailD|it(ni, af vhlch^ tliii itnng* 
■DdwondoTflit tliini recorded { thit it the deiUu of mnjol thea t bird 
•ritta a white breutki Hen Ibr a while autterlni ibnut their bed^ uid theo 

Hsw^hHtlito Hxounl In one of hli lelCen, wrltlen fram London In 



■> ' Btn Ite Jgtio Oinihiin, a foodlj Tinini man, In wboK chamber, h 
IM ni etniuUna with tlwHitfiordBatli, abird, with a while Imaal, waa 
leen fincterinf afigut hl> bed, nod m Tanlihed. 

" ■ Hve Vm alH Muj Oimham, the ■lit«' of the lald John, who died 

Kber ditei !• ipMeBC Then 

- "-ud hi JuaeeOunhu. tbt mtjOyit uld 3<iba, who died 




ntthtjr put B 

twBBidlinwAlani^teditoliHptAie couUi nd tiwfint 
taot 111 or RTen French ihlm. And after that thli wai kn 
were no more BuUihmen or Fiencbiaen of war thai dnnl id 
Dpnach the coiH, until tUa preiant jtn ises, that the ■fanai 
gnkeairiTedlheiewlthaitroniBeet Bulltlilikelrtbal, l(t 
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Another freelxxiter followed Drake's courae the enm- 15TG. 
iug year. Thia was Master Andrew Barker, of BrtBtol, 
who, having traded for some years with the Canaries, 
left one Charles there, the son of Dominic CheMer, a 
Bristol merchant, as bis agent. The said Chester de- 
yised means of securing for himsdf a certain portion 
of his employer's goods, and this with a good consci- 
ence, nnder favour of his father's patron-saint and 
namesake. For when captuu Boberts arrived with a 
cai^, and with charge to hring home returns for 
Barker, this Charles accused him to the Inquidiion, 
and on the pretext that he was Barker's partner, the 
whole property was confiscated to the Holy Office, such 
portions only excepted as the informer received for his 
meritorions services, or had previously secured for him- 
self. By means of some hnmane iriar, Roberts was 
delivered from prison, at the cost of all he had brought 
with him in his ship ; and returning empty, the charges 
of his voyage were added to Barker's loss, msking it 
amount to nearly 2000'. It was in vain to seek redress, 
" for no suit prevsUeth against the Inquisition of Spain." 
60 Andrew Barker, in recompence of his iojury, and 
also to recover his loss from the Spaniards themselves, 
fitted out two bsrks, one called the Ragged Staff, him> 
self bdng captain, 'and Philip Roche master thereof; 
the other, named the Bear, had one William Coxe for 
her master and captain. They sailed from Plymouth on 
Whitsunday ; burot two villages in the isle of Maya, 
in revenge for their trumpeter there treacherously killed 
by the Portugals, and having reached Trinidad, began 
their piracies and their fatal disputes among themselves. 
In the bay of Tula (about eighteen leagues S. W. of 
Cartagena), they took a frigate and treasure therein, to 
the value of 5001. in bars of gold and ingots of silver, ' 
with some quantity of corriente, or coin, in reals of 
plat«, and "certtun green stones called emeralds, whereof 
one, very great, being set in gold, was found tied secretly 
about the thigh of a friar." The frigate they left ; and 
finding that some Spanish men-of-wsf were in pursuit 
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of them, pasBed on to the month «f the Chagre, and 
there landed ten men to aeek the Maroona, who, it was 
■apposed, were ready to join with the En^iah and 
French against the Spaniard!. The men returned with, 
out having discorered them, bnt brought with them " a 
diaease called there the C^entiua, which is a hot and 
vehement fever;" they infected others, and lonie eight 
or nine died. 

Between the Chagre and Versgoa they took a fHgale, 
in which was some qnantitj of gold, and where diey 
found il«o four cast pieces of ordnance which had be- 
longed to Oxenbam's ship. This captnre was made in 
good time, d)e Ragged Staff, because of her great leak- 
age, being no longer seaworthy ; wherefore they set iixe 
Spaniards ashore, removed her crew into the prize 
and then aunk the vessel. At Ver^poa, the ill Uood 
belwe«i Barker and his master Roche, which had been 
hardly repressed 'before, broke out afresh ; they fought, 
and Barker was wounded in the cheek. They made 
from thence, by the direction of cerlun Indians, for the 
bay of Honduras, and captured on the way a hark with 
some money and provisions on board, and the Eacriraao 
of Cartagena, " who, bdng a man of some note, was put 
to his ransom ;" the rest were dismissed freely. The 
first race of freebooters were in nothing more hoDonr- 
ably diatingoished from their succeaaors than in this, 
that they exercised no cruelty upon their prisoners, and 
committed no murder. Arriving at the island of St. 
Francisco, in the moodi of the bay of Honduraa, Coxe, 
the master of the Bear, with a party of mutineers, 
boarded Barker's ship, took posaeasion of it, and of all 
his booty, and set him ashore upon the island, where 
he and one Germane Welbome fought, fuid both were 
wounded. Barker would then fun have returned to 
the ship, but this was resisted, and be was told that he 
should not come on board till they were ready to depart. 
Whatever may have been their intentions with respect 
to him, his troubled life was near its dose; for, one 
morning, at day-break, a party of Spaniards arriving 
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secretly in the island, mrprieed the EngUsb and slew 
Dine of them ; of these Barker waa one ; about twenty 
escaped b; getting on board. Cose &ea, with two 
parties, in • pinnace and a skiff which he had talcen at 
the island, rarpriied the town of Tmsillo in the hay, 
and took .there " wine and oil as much as ibej wotdd, 
and diven other good dungs, bat no gold or siiTer, nor 
any other treasme which ihej would confess. Bnt 
before they could return to their ship, tome inen>of_war 
chased her ; the pinnace shifted for itself and got safe, 
leaving for haste those that were in the ddfF, being 
eight persons; what became of them afterwards God 
knoweth." Their roisfortnnea did not end here ; for hav- 
ing now determined to sail for England, and being in the 
main sea, homeward bound, about sixty leagues from 
the isle, the fr^te thdr prize, " wherein was the trea. 
snre for the adventuTers, and that whidi pertained to 
tiie captain, to the value of SOOOl., being over-set with 
smI, with a flaw of wind was overthrown, and all the 
goods therein perished." Fonrteen men were drowned in 
her; Cose and dght others were saved. Theyhad built 
a frigate upon the shore of the Hondnras, in place of 
the Bear, which seems to hate followed the fortunes of 
its old companion the Ra^ed Staff; in this they reached 
SciHy, when, Roche having died on the passage home, 
Coxe and Andrew Brown divided the remaining prize 
money among the survivors, "delivering to some five 
pounds, to sonw di, to some seven, to some more, as every 
man was thought to have deserved;" the bark and the 
guns (Oxenham's among them), were left at Scilly to the 
use of Brown. " Divers of our company, says the person 
from whcnn HaeUnyt collected his Kilation, were com- 
mitted to prison upon oar arrival at Plymouth, at the 
suit of Mr. John ^rker of Bristol, as accesBaries to his 
brother, oni captain's death, and betrayers of him unto 
^ enemy. And . after straight euminatioii of many 
of us, by letters of direction irom his majesty's privy 
conndl, the duef malefactors were only chaBtised with 
long imprisonment, when, indeed, before God, they had 
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deBcTved to die ; whereof Bome, although they escaped 
the rigour of inan'a law, yet could they not avoid the 
heavy judgment of God, but shortly after came to 
miBeroble end. Which may be example to othera to 
show themBelveB faithful and obedieat in all honest 
caiuea to their captains and governors." ' 

It appears then that the persons who went upon this 
piratical voyage thought they were engi^ed in an honest 
cause. Most men who enter upon unlawful courses, 
either form a code of conTenient morals for themselves, 
or act upon the accursed opinion that there is nothing 
to be hoped or feared beyond the grave. But there were 
circumstances, which made the light in which theae 
precursors of the buccaneers regarded their proceedings, 
appear plausible to the nation as well as to themselves. 
During great part of Elizabeth's long reign, Spain and 
England, though formally at peace, were in a state of 
manifest enmity and of private warfare; and that enmity 
was on both sides more acrimonious than could have 
been generated in any ordinary war. No English aub. 
ject, while trading with those parts of the Spanish do- 
minions with which the trade was authorised by treaty, 
was safe, unless he was a Roman catholic. The In- 
quisition looked upon all heretics who came within its 
reach as amenable to its laws ; no matter whet thai 
country ; tbey were rebellious subjects of the Universal 
Roman CathoUc Church, and, as such, to be seized and 
punished, wherever that wicked church was strong enough 
to enforce its pretensions. If the confiscation of English 
property, and the imprisonment and ill usage (even to 
tortures and death) of Enghsh subjects, should have the 
effect of bringing on hostilitieB between the two crowns, 
whatever might be the policy of the Spanish govon- 
ment, this was what the clergy and the Inquisition de- 
sired. The Enghsh people resented this before the 
queen could venture to resent it otherwise than by 
unavuung Temonstrancea j and the ii^ured parties took 
a shorter course, in which some gallant spirits, and many 
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despente ones, weie leady to jmn. Thus, in Barker's 
ctK, he hod just cause of complaiot against the Spanish 
■uthoiities, by whom be had been iniquitously deprived 
of bis gooda ; and if he could have indemnified bimBelf 
bj the forcible seizure of property bdonging to the 
Inquisition, or to the Spanish government, without 
injury to any other parties, this would have been nothing 
more than what by the law of nations might be justified, 
when national law had been by the other party set at 
nought: but tliis was impossible; and what, if so re- 
stricted, would baTe been a juat act of reprisal, was an 
act of piracy when committed against the king of 
Spain's sulgectB. 80 the Spaniards naturally and pro. 
perly conddered it. They knew nothing of the in. 
juries upon which Ihake as well as Barker ia aaid to 
have founded bis right of making war upon the king 
of Spain ; nor would ihey indeed hsTe allowed them to 
be injuries ; nor that, if they had been such, any such 
right could be derived from them. While, therefore, 
the private warfare continued, tbey executed as pirates 
all whom they made prisoners ; and this was conform- 
able to the acknowledged law of nations. 

The first adventurers of this stamp did not, however, 
consider themselves to be pirates, for two reasons ; first, 
because they professed to carry on hostilities only against 
the3paniBrd8,not,like the Vikingar and Vitalians, against 
all who traversed the seas ; secondly, because diey had 
good reason to believe that, although not commissioned 
by their own government, tbey were acting with its 
connivance, snd under its tacit sanction. In this way 
of thinking, therefore, they were fairly at war, carrying 
it on at a twofold risk, seeing that, if taken by the 
enemy, they had no mercy to expect ; but also with a 
prospect of far greater gains than could be obtained in 
any o^r service. The danger m^t have been little 
di^rent in ordinary wats ; for whether war should be 
what waa then termed good or bad, depended in those 
days upon the temper of an individual commander, not 
upon any fixed law or general usage. But this formed 
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no part of theb conuderaCion. Among such men, those 
who were not thoughtless of danger nere regardless of 
it. 8ome were of as heroic a spirit aa the greatett of 
the Spsniah eonqnerois; othera were of no better quali. 
ties than the wont of them ; and perhaps not a few weie 
perfectly aware that they were purauing a safer conrra 
upon the seaS] at whatever hazard, than if the; had 
been hraving the laws at home. 

There was another circiunatance which undoubtedly 
entered into the riewa of the better adTenturera, and 
was not without aome influence upon all. A strong 
feeling of indignation had been excited against the 
Spaniards for their cmeldes in the New World, by a 
relation ascribed, on no good grounds, to Bartolomf de 
Las Casas, and publiahed in many languages, with en- 
gravings, in which the acta of the moat atrocious bar- 
barity were represented. In one respect it was, perhaps, 
well that this impression should have been produced, 
lest posterity, in astotiisbroent and admiration at 
the intrepidity, and perseverance, and unparalleled 
achievements of the conquerors, should have overlooked 
their crimes. Contemplating the history of their con- 
quests with that religious temper wherewith all history 
ought to be contemplated, nothing more mournful is to 
be found in the annals of the human race. We can 
perceive only that abominatioDS, like those of the Ca- 
naanites, prevaUed among all the more civilised nations 
of the New World ; and that the Spaniards, who were 
the appointed instruments of divine judgment, substi. 
tuted other evils in the place of those which they 
extirpated ; sacrificed more victims to avarice than ^e 
Mexicans (o their idols ; and are now snfibring from the 
consequences of thdr long-continued and unrepented 
ofibnces. EVirther Him this, the course of Providence is 
not evolved. The first chastisement which the Spaniards 
received was from those adventurers who now assailed 
them In their eonqueatB, and led the way for the Buc* 
caneers, the Vibingar of the New World. Evea these 
wretches thought it some justification of themselves that 
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they were Uldng veugesnce for the Indians ; and that 
fectiiig, in 2 certain degree, wu enteitaiDed aUo by 
Drake and hla contemponries. 

Moteofer, the SpKoiards founded th^ right of con- 
quest on pope Alexander's grant, the validity of which 
grant was, of conrse, denied bj ■ people who had 
thrown off the papal yoke. England acknowledged in 
the Spaniarde no right but that of the strongest to those 
parts of America which they actually posseased, and 
Done to those extenuve regions in which they had 
formed no aetllement. Least of all could the English, 
in an age when the apiiit of maridme enterprise had 
been excited, Bnbmit to an assumption of dominion, 
which pretended to exclude them from the Caribbean 
Sea, and from the Great Psdflc, on which Vasco Nufiez 
de Balboa, the first European who ever beheld it, had 
not looked with a more ambitious eye than the first 
Engliehman by whom it was seen, Francis Drake. 

There can be little doubt that the phui of Drake's 
voyage was communicated to the queen, and by her 
approved. Sir Christopher Hatton introduced him to 
Elizabeth, and it ia said that she gave him a sword, 
with this remarkable speech ; " We do account that he 
which striketh at thee, Drake, striketh at us !" It is 
said, also, which is less credible, thst he had s com- 
miasion from his sovereign. This would have been 
inconsistent with her cautious policy; it was enough 
for her at this time to assure him of Im secret sanction. 
The expedition wM fitted out at his own cost ", " with 
the hdp of divers friends, adventurers; it consisted of 
his own ship the Pelican, 100 tons; the Elizabeth, of 
80, captain John Winter ; the Marygold, a bark of 30 
tons, captain John Thomas ; the Loan, a fly-boat, of 
50, ci^tain John Chester ; and the Christopher, a pin- 

■ Buttn itj/t. It th 
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nace, of 15, captsin Thomw Moon." These ships he 
rouined with an able and sufficient crew, " to the 
nurober of 164-, men, gentlemen, and stdlois, and fur- 
nished with such plentdful provision of all thii^ neces- 
sary, as BO long and dangerous a rojage seemed to 
require;" taking out with him the framea of four pin- 
naces in pieces, to be put ti^lher wh&i occasion re. 
quired. " The amallness of this force, it is lemsrked by 
admiral Bumey ", for an enterprise of such magnitude, 
is not so extraordinary, as that a navigation, which on 
account of its difficulties and dangers had been many 
years discontinued, should be undertaken in vessels so 
diminutive." " Neither did he omit, it ia said, to 
make provision for ornament and delight ; carrying to 
this purpose with him expert musicians, rich furniture 
(all the vessels for his table, yea, many belonging to the 
cook-room, being of pure diver), with divers shows of 
all sorts of curious workmanship, whereby the civility 
and magnificence of his native country might, among 
all nations whither he should come, be the more ad- 
mired."t In this he followed the example of the Por- 
tuguese, in their first voyage to the Eas^ 

Great care was taken to conceal his destination ; few 
of the persons who were embarked were acquainted with 
his dedgns ; and the better to conceal them, it was given 
out that they were bound for Alexandria. On the 15th 
'of November, 1577, they sailed from Plymoudi; but 
the next morning the wind falling contrary, they put 
into Falmouth, and there so terrible a tempest took ' 
them, and so vehement, that all their ships were like to 
have gone to wreck. The admiral was obliged to cut 
away his mainmast, and the Marygold was driven 
ashore. They put back to Plymouth to repair, and set 
forth a second time, with better fortune, on the 13th of 
December. When they were out of sight of land 
Dralce first gave his peo[Je some ground for coi^ectnring 
what course he intended, by appointing the island of 
Mogadore, on the coast of Barbwy, for the place of ren- 
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dezvous, in case any of the fleet should part company. 
Between that island and die main, from which it is one 
mile distant, they found a very good and safe har. 
hour, with good entrance, and void of any danger. Here 
he put together one of hia pinnaces. The ialand was 
not inhabited. An intercourse was opened with the 
Moors of the main, by means of one of the crew, who 
had formerly been a captive among them. Hostages 
were exchanged the first day, and traffic promioed by die 
Moors for the next ; but when they came with camela 
to tke sea.side, as if bringing their wares, one of the 
men too hastily leaped on shore, meaning to become a 
hostage as on the yeaterday ; he was seized, a dagger waa 
held to his throat to deter him from making any resist- 
ance * : the boat's crew, seeing a number of armed men 
start np trota behind the rocks, found it prudent to 
return, and the prisoner was laid on a horse and carried 
away. The first narrator remarks upon this, that a man 
cannot be too circumspect and wary of himself among 
such miicreanta." Drake landed, and marched a httle 
way into the country, hoping to redeem the man, or 
obtain some satisfaction ; but the Moors neither ofibred 
to resist nor approached to treat; he could obtain no in- 
terconne with them, and sailed from Mogadore on the 
third day after his arrival there. The intention of die Dec. 
Moors was, however, less inimical than it appeared, so. 
Their king, Muley Moloc, was then expecting that me- 
morable invasion from Portugal, which in the ensuing 
year look plac«, under the unfortunate Sebastian ; he 
wanted to know what ships these were, and if any thing 
could be learnt concerning the Forti^ueze. The pri- 
soner was taken to his presence, and when all that he 
could communicate had been collected from him, Muley 
gave (nders for conducting him back to the ship, with 
ofiers of friendship and assistance to the general. But 
the fleet had departed ; this, however, was no misfor- 
tune to the man, who was not long afterwards sent home 
in an English merchantman-t 
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At Cape Blanco they remuDed four dije : there 
Dralie mustered his men on shore, and trained them in 
wariike manner, to make them fit for aU occadona; and 
lea'ring there the Chriatopher, he took in its stead one 
of the Spanish harks called cantos, bdng of the huiden 
of 40 tons or thereabouts, releasing some other prizes 
which he had made, after taking out of them such ne- 
cessariea as he wanted and they could yield. Iteaving 
this place on the 22d, they anchored off the isle of 
Maya on the 2Sth, when a party was sent to " view the 
island, and the likelihood that might be there of pro> 
visioD." The inhabitants had been forbidden to trade 
with any such Tiaitora, and when they saw them, they 
salted the wells near the landing place, and forsook their 
housea. It was easy for them thus to spoil the water, 
salt being produixd there without labour, " save only 
that the people gather it into heaps, which continually 
in great quantity ia increaaed upon the aands by the 
flowing of the sea, and the heat of the sun burning the 
same, ao that of the increase thereof they keep a con- 
tinuaJ traffic with their neighbours." Marching into 
the island, they found grapes and cocoa-nuts, and saw 
goats, which were so chased by the inhabitants, that 
they could kill none of them ; but the people, as if to 
stop the moilhs of their ucinvited visiiora, hod laid out 
some old dried goats' flesh, which being but ill, and smallf 
and few, the English made no account of. Next they 
sailed by the island of Santiago, from whence three 
pieces were fired at them, but at such distance that they 
could do no harm. The mountaioB and hi^ places 
there, they were told, were possessed by Moors, who 
had escaped from their Poitugueze masters, and main- 
t^ned themselves in great strength. Off this island they 
espied two ships under sail, gave chase to one, and 
boarded her from a boat without resistance ; she proved 
to be a Portugueze, hound for Brazil, with many pas. 
sengers, and among other commodities good store of wine. 
Drake transferred the priaoners to the pinnace which 
he bad set up at Mcgadore, giving them tbcir dodies. 
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provision, and one Initt of tbeii own wine, and letting 
them go, all except the pilot Nano da 8;1tb, whom he 
detuned, because it wai discovered that he waa treU ac- 
qnainted with the coast of BraziL The prize be com- 
mitted to master Thomas Duughtie's ctistodj, frith 
twenty-eight men ; but complaint being soon after made 
against him that he had received things from some of 
the Fortugueze prisoners, and kept them for his own 
me, he was removed in consequence, and Thomas, the 
general's brother, was made captain of the prize in his 
mead. The wine and provision with which this ship 
was laden, was the most valuable part of their stores.* 

From the Cape de Verds they were nine weeks with- 
out the sight of land, " often meeting with unwelcome 
•torms and lees welcome calms, being in the bosom of 
the burning zone, not without the aSHghta of flashing 
lightningB and terrifying claps of thunder ; yet, still 
with the admisture of many comfiirtB, for, being but 
badly furnished with fVesh water, their necessities were, 
for seventeen days together, constantly supplied with 
rain ; nor was tlicir fleet in all that time dispersed, nor 
did any ship lose company except the Portuguese prize, 
for one day, which then came in again, to their great 
comfort, — for the loss of it, it is said, would have defeated 
the voyage." t When they were near the equator, 
Drake, being very careful of his men's health, let every 
one of them blood with his own hands. % On February 
the 5tb be made the coast of Brazil, in la^tude 31^ 
8.; and being discovered at sea by the inhabitants of 
die country, they made upon the coast grest fires for a 
sacriflce to the derils, about which tbey use colourations 
(making heaps of sand and other ceremonies), that 
when any ship shall go about to stay upon their coast, 
not only sands may be gathered together in shoals in 
every place, but also that storms and tempests may arise, 
to the casting away of ships and men."^ Thus the 
Milors were told, probably by the Fortugueze pilot, and 

• HiWuyt, 731, 731 Burw?. 309. SiO. t Mnct 

tCHDdcn,lsa t H(Uu)n,7K 



<i„Google 



134 HATAI. RfBtOKT 

thej were abo unired Itaat the efBcicy of these con- 
jurstiiAia had often been proTed. On the 7th tfaey loat 
the canter, which had been named the Christopher, aftei 
the pinnace for which she had been exchanged : by 
Drake's great care in digperdng his ships they fell in 
with her again ; and his pleasure St recovering her was 
mch, that he named the place where ibey met the Cape 
of Joy : the name, howcTer, was as little permanent as 
the feeling with which it was imposed. The country 
appeared to them very fair and pleasant, with an ex. 
ceeding fruitful soil, and they saw great store of large 
and mighty deer," but not being able to chase the deer, 
they contented themselves with slaughiering seals at an an- 
chorage eighteen leagues within the Fists, thinking them 
" good and acceptable mcAt both aa food for the present, 
and as a simply of prOTisiDng for the future." They 
sailed farther up, till they found but three fathoms 
d^th, and filled thdr csdct with fresh water by the 
ship's dde. On the 371h they left the Plata, pursuing 
thdr course towards the south. The ship in which 
Bougfatie was parted company that night, and the 
Christopher two days afterwards. 
Ma; In latitude VJ S. they saw s bsy within B headland, 
13. which seemed as if there should be a commodious port 
there. Drake did not think it prudent to stand in with 
the ship, till he had examined it : he anchored, there- 
fore, three leagues fiom the coast, and went to explore 
it himself the next momii^ in a host. As he approached, 
a native made his sppearance, shouting and dancing 
to the noise of a rattle which he shook in his hand ; no 
doubt this was the maracs, which the savages of South 
America used in most of their ceremonies from the 
Orinoco southwards, and far in the interior. It was 
supposed that he invited them to land, but a fog came 
on, the weather became had, and Drake thought it 
necessary to return to his ahipi, being three leagues from 
them ; the fog thickened ; the ships could no longer he 
seen, and captain Thomas in the Marygold, being anx- 
ious for the general's safety, ventured to stand into the 
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bay, fortunate in bodi Iub hopM, for Drake got on 
board, and he came to andior in a secure situation. 
The other ships yiere obliged to stand out to sea. On 
the moiTOw the weather became fine, and Drake Icindled Ma; 
fires on the shore as signals for the dispersed ships, 14. . 
none of which nere insight; bnt they were soon assem- 
Wed, except the Swan and the Portugneze prize, which 
had been Qamed the Maiy. The oatives kept at dis* 
tance, answering by gestures and nnintelligible speech 
the signal which was made to them by showing a'white 
cloth. Places were discovered near the rocka, con- 
structed for the purpose of drying the twindti or Ame- 
rican ostrich, and other birds for food. More than 
fifty nandua, either dried or in a state of preparation, 
were found there ; their thighs were as large as " rea- 
sonable legs of mutton."* The English thought they 
were intended for a present ; they took accordingly what 
they found, but it seems they left what was accepted aa 
a full compeneatton, for a friendly intercourse was after- 
wards estabhshed. 

According to their account the nant^u was decoyed 
by stalking, a practise known in civilised as well aa in 
savage countries. The natives shaped such a resem- 
blance as Ihey could of the Inrd's head and neck at one 
end of a staff, and fastened plumes of its feathers at the 
other ; holding this before them, they approached their 
intended prey, and either decoyed or drove them into some 
neck of land, acrou which they stretched a strong net, 
and then set dogs upon them. That practice, however, 
is no longer known ; and it is said that it is now impos- 
uble to take this bird by any snare.t Leaviog this place, 
which was not convenient for the fleet, they found a 
good port in 474 S., and having given his orders there. May 
Drake sent out Winter in the !^zabeth, to search for 1T> 
the two missing ships to the southward, and went north- 
ward in the Admiral himself on the samp quest. He 
met with the Swan the same day, broi^ht lier into 
harbour and broke her up for firewood, having taken 
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evety thing out of her that could be of uie : this wu 
done to Ieswh tlw iramber of Bhipi and the chance of sepa- 
ration, and that their force might be more compact. Here 
they " made new provision of seals, wbeieof &ey slew to 
the numbeT of f^om 200 to 300 in the space of an hour. 
Some days past before any ns.tive8 were aeen ; they, 
howerer, made the first advances fay signi from the 
shore, as if inviting some English who were an a small 
island opposite. Drake sent a boat and such [H-esents 
in it as were taken out for such occasions ; these, as 
the Indiana manifested some want of confidence, were 
tied to a pole, and the pole was stuck in the ground a little 
way from the l«nHing place, and left for them. They 
in return pot some of their coronals and carved bones 
on the same place. Some kind of traffic followed upon 
thia opening, bat on their part it was still cautious; ^y 
would receive nothing by hand ; it muat be placed on 
the ground for then: , and the words by which they ex- 
. pressed themselves willing or unwilling to accept the 
things proEfered in exchange, were presently understooil: 
Hakhiyt'a aothor describes them as naked, saving only 
about dieir waist the skin of some beast with the fur 
or hair on, and something also wreathed on their heads. 
Their &ee» were painted with divers colours ; some 
of them had on their heada Ae aimilitude of hams, 
every man Ms bow, which was an ell in length, and a 
Coui^ofaTTOwa. They were very agik people, and quick 
to deUver, and seemed not to be ignorant in the feats of 
war, >i by their order of ranging a few men might 
appear." Some had one leg, one shoulder, or the whole 
side, p^ted white, and the other black, with white 
moons on the Uadi part, and on the white block suns. 
It is worthy of notice, that this party-coloured fashion, 
as wen as that of ornamenting the head with the simi- 
litude of boms, is at thia time in use among the tribes on 
the far distant coast of California. 

The men who frequented die port were not above fifty 
in number ; no canoes were seen among diem. " Tiiey 
fed en seab and other flesh, v^ch they ate nearly raw. 
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casting pieces of four or six poundt weight into tbe fire, 
till it was a little ecortdied, and then teariog it in pieces 
with their teeth like lions, both men and women." 
They were a merry race ; the sound of tbe trumpet de- 
lighted them, and they danced widi the sailors. The 
cb^lain of the fleet, Mr. Frand* Fletcher, deacribes 
them u of large stature; and that die Austral tribes are 
io, may be affimied on the moat satiifactor; testimony, 
but the fact has been much exaggerated. " Oite of the 
giants," says Fletcher, " standing with our men when 
iitey were taldng their momii^ dran^t, showed him. 
self BO familiar that he also would do as they did ; and 
taking a glass in his hand (being strong canary wine), 
it came no sooner to his lips, than it took him by tbe 
nose, and so suddenly entered his head, that he was so 
drunk, or at least so overcome, that be fell on hia bot- 
tom not able to sluid ; yet he held the glass fast in bis 
hand, without spiUing any of the wine ; and when he 
came to himaelf, he tried again, and lasting, by degrees 
got to the bottom. From which time he took such ft 
liking to the wine, that having learnt the name, he 
would every morning come down from the mountalm 
with a mighty cry of wine ! wine ! wine ! continuing the 
same until he arrived at tbe tent." * 

In this place, which he named Seal Bay, Drake re- juoa 
mained something more than a fortnighL M'lien he a. 
sailed from thence the Portugueze prise was still j^^^ 
raisaing ; and it was not long before the Canta again i^. 
parted company, and was absent three or four days. 
They unloaded her, therefore, when nexf they came to 
anchor, and abandoned her, letting her drift to sea 
On the igtfa, they had the good fortune once more to 
meet the Portugueze ; and on the next day the whole 
fleet anchored in the " good harborough called by Ma- 
gellan Port Julian." That some nav^ator had been 
diere before them was, indeed, certain ; for they found 
« gibbet standing there t, and from that rueful monument 
supposed it to be the spot where Magellan did execution 

* BuriMT, 3J5. ttom FlHchu'i MSS. f Haklurt, 73&-7G1. 
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upon Kline of his disobedient and rebellious company ; 
some of their bones also were remaining As soon as ^e 
ship! weie secured, Drake went to sewcb for a watering 
place, and to see what provisians this ill-omened harbour 
could famish. His brother. Captain Thomas, Robert 
Winter, Oliver the master-gunner, sud two others, went 
in die boat with him. Two of tHe natives came to them on 
their landing, received the presents which were oSbied, 
snd appeared as well pleased as they were familiar, 
Thej were armed with bows and arrows ; and the gun- 
ner, to show them how well the English understood the 
use of that weapon, discharged an arrow from his own 
bow. The natives tried all theirs, but could not ehoot 
so far ; and they seemed pleased at seeing his skill. 
Presently another Indian came, " but of a sourer sort;" 
and manifestly disliking the confidence with which his 
countrymen treated the strangers, angrily made signs to 
the English to depart. No doubt it was well remem- 
bered how treacherously Magellan had kidnapped twoof 
the natives here, and the blood that was now shed was 
probably in revenge for that wickedness. Robert Win- 
ter, whether in meie sport, or that he wiihed to let this 
sterner savage behold a specimen of English archery, 
prepared to shoot as the gunner had done ; but in draw- 
ing it to its full length, the string broke. While he 
was busied in reStting it, the savages shot at him so 
suddenly, that before any mischief was apprehended, one 
arrow was fixed in his shoulder, and another pierced his 
lungs. Upon this the gunner took aim at them with 
his caliver ; it missed fire, and he was immediately shot 
" through the breast and out at hack, so that he fell 
down stark dead." The Indians were now increasing 
in number ; and it appeared that they had commenced 
this attack, not in a confidence upon their own dex- 
terity abne, but with the assurance of being sup- 
ported. 

Drake upon this ordered his companions to cover 
themselves with their targets, and approach the enemy, 
but not in a regular line ; and he directed them to break 
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the arrows tiat were shot at them, observing tlut the 
Mtvages had bnt a Bmall 8tore> At the same time he took 
the piece which had so unhappily missed fire, aimed at 
the Indian who had killed the gunner, and who was die 
man that had begun the fray, and shot him in the bellf. 
An arrow wound, however severe, die savage would have 
borne without betraying any indication of pain ; but his 
cries, upon being thus wounded, were so loud and 
hideous, that his companions were terrified and fled, 
though many were then hastening to their assistance. 
Drake did not pursue them, but hastened to convey 
Winter to the ship for speedy help ; no help, however, 
availed, and he died on the second day. The gunner's 
body, which had been left on shore, was sent for the 
Tte%t day ; the savages, meantime, had stript it, as if 
for the sake of (Mriously inspecting it : the clothes they 
had laid under the head, and stuck an English arrow in 
the right eye for mockery. Both bodies were buried in 
a litde island in the harbour.* No farther attempt was 
made to molest the English, though they remained nearly 
two months in the harbour, and no after intercourse took 
place. The lesson which the natives had received was 
safficient ; perhaps it was the more efiectual, because the 
individual upon whom the punishment fell was the one 
at whose instigation the fray had been begun.f 

A more tragical event followed. Magellan had in 
this same port quelled a dangerous mutiny, with an in- 
trepidity and promptitude diat would have been wor- 
thy of all praise, if treachery and assassinaCion had not 
been among the mean^ which he employed. Drake ap- 
prehended a similar danger. It is said, in the earliest 
relation of his expedition, that he began here to enquire 
diligendy into Master Doughtle's actions, " and found 

■ CUjn, 751. BumeY, 517, ^8. 

f Admiral Bumey thoiisbt 11 n^l Im rccdnd u i ptwr ItaU tbe dii- 

Ihit the; lUempted no fanher Inlnrr, noc oflkred u; kind of lnt«ni|ilhiii 
Id Ihe EnglUh In their w»tertng, wooding, ot othB nioMliolu. (p. 314.) 
Uj kind heuled old ftiEnd ibought loo fiiounhlV of uiige nUuie. Tboe 
Indlini would hne wttthcd tor every oppoRunlC; i£ lengeuce, if th«j 
hud not b«D deterred by fUr or by lupenutloh. 
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them Dot to be such as he loolced for, but tending rather 
to conlendOD, or mutiny, or sonie other disorder, where- 
by the success of the voyage might greatly bare been 
hazarded ; that the company were called together, and 
Inade acquainted with the particulars, which, partly by 
Doughties confession, and partly by evidence, were found 
to be true ; which," says the writer, " when our general 
saw, although hU private affection to Master Boughtie 
(as he then in the presence of us ail sacredly protested) 
Was great, yet the care he had of the state of the voy- 
age, of the expectations of her majesty, and of the ho- 
nour of his country, did more touch him (as indeed it 
ought) than the private respect of one man ; bo that the 
(^use being thoroughly heard, and all things done in 
good order, as near as might be to the course of our laws 
in England, it was concluded that Master Doughtie 
should receive punishment according to the guaUty of 
the offence. And he, seeing no remedy but patience for 
himself, desired before his death to receive the commu- 
nion ; which he did at the hands of Master Fletcher 
out miniater, and our general himself accompanied him 
in that holy action r which being done, and tiie place of 
execution made ready, he having embraced our general, 
and taken his leave of ail the company, with prayer for 
the queen's majesty and our realm, in quiet sort laid his 
head to the block, where he ended his life." It is further 
said that when the execution was over, Drake addressed 
the whole company, exhorting them to unity, obedience, 
and regard of the voyage in which they were engaged ; 
for better cohflrmation whereof, he willed every man to 
prepare himself for receiving the holy communion on 
the following Sunday, " as Christian brethren and 
friends ought to do. This," the relator says, " was done 
in a very reverent sort ; and so, with good contentment, 
«very man went about his basiness."* 

A mystery has been thrown over this transaction, and 
a niBpicion t, in consequence, of the darkest kind, has 
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been brongtit upon the characiei of Drake, who, in this 
matter, has been more injured by his friends dian by 
Ms enemies. It is certain that I>oughtie was tried for 
attempting to raise a inutinj ; that he was " found guilty 
by twelTe men after the English mannei, and suffered 
accordingly."* The most indifierent pertons in the fleet 
were of opinion that be had acted eeditiously, and that 
Prake cut him off because of his emuloui designs. 
The question it, how far those designs extended t 
He could not aspire to the credit of the voyage, without 
devising how to obtain for himself aome more conspicu- 
ous station in it than diat of a gentleman volunteer : if 
he tegarded Drake as a rival, he must have hoped to 
supplant, or, at least, to vie with bim ; and in no other 
way could he have vied with him hut by making off with 
one of the ships, and trying his own fortune. Consi- 
dering what snch adventurers too often were, and were 
likely to be, and bow frequent mutinies were among 
them, — considering, too, that Dougtatie had been removed 
from the command of the Portuguese prize upon a 
charge of peculation, and that resentment, whether for 
the wrongfiil charge, or Ae ri^tful removal, might be 
lanMing in bim, — this is no improbaUe supposition ; 
and if this were proved, the sentence cannot be deemed 

Ttl^USt 

The enemies of Drake, however, gave out that he 
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iaUed from England with secret inBtnictioiiB from Lei- 
cester to take off Doughtie upon any pretence whateTer, 
because Doughtie had reported that Walter earl of 
EsaeswaB poieoned b^ Leicester's meanB.* That Essex 
was not poisoned is as certain as any such fact can be at 
such a distance of time; and if Leicester had been aa 
bad a man as he has been represented, (tbat is, far worse 
than he was,) it was not thus that he would have taken 
Tengeaoce for what was a common calumny ; nor was 
Drake one who would have taken upon himself to execute 
so nefariooa a design. This chaise may, with perfect 
confidence, be dismissed ; nor would any doubt be en^ 
tertained upon the subject, if an injudicious advocate 
had not, in vindication of Drake, attempted to prove too 
much. In the history of the voyage published under 
the name of Francis Drake, the admiral's nephew, it is 
affirmed that Doughlie embarked in the expedition with 
the determination of overthrowing it, raising a mu- 
tiny, and accomplishing his ends by the murder of 
Drake and his most faithful friends ; and that Drake 
received information of this by letter before he sailed 
from Plymouth, but could not and would not Credit 
" that a person whom he so deariy loved would con- 
ceive such evil purposes against him." When, however, 
his practices, having been well observed, became too oer. 
tain, the general, then as^mbling in Port Julian . "' all his 
captains and gentlemen of his company, propounded to 
them the good parts which were in the gentleman, the 
great good will and inward affection, more than bro- 
therly, which he had ever since his first acquaintance 
home him, not omitting die respect which was bad of 
him among no mean personages in England ; and after- ' 
wards delirered the letters which were written to him, 
with the particulars iVom time to time which had been 
observed, not so much by himself aa by his good 
friends ; not only at sea, but even at Plymouth ; not 
bare words, but wriUngB ; not writings alone, but ac- 
tions, tendkig to the overthrow of the service in hand. 
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and making awaj of hie person." The proofs, tiiia 
advocate avera, -were " bo many aod eo evident, that the 
gentleman Mmaelf, stricken with remorse of his inconsi^ 
derate and unkind dealing, acknowledged himself to 
have deserved death, yea, many deaths, for that he con- 
spired not only the OTerthrow of the action, but of the 
principal actor also. The chiefest in place and judg- 
ment in the whole fleet, with their own hands," he aays, 
" under seal, adjudged that he deserved death, and that 
it stood by no means with their safety to let him live ; 
and, therefore, they remitted die manner hereof, with 
the rest of the circumstances, to the general." The 
general then gave the condemned party his choice, 
whether he would be executed in the island ? or be set 
ashore on the main i* or return to England, there to an. 
swer his deed before the lords of her majesty's council .> 
Doughtie replied, that he would not endanger hia soul 
by consenting to be left among savage infidels ; and aa 
for returning to England, if any could be found to ac- 
company him on so disgraceful an errand, yet the shame 
of the return would be more grievous than death ; 
therefore he preferred ending his life on the island, de. 
siring only that he and the general might once more 
receive die holy communion together, and that he might 
not die oAer ^an the death of a gentteman. From this 
choice he was not to be dissuaded by any reasons that 
could be urged. Accordingly, on " the neit conve- 
nient day, a communion was celebrated by Master 
Fletcher ; the general himself communicated in the sa-. 
cred ordinance with Master Doughtie ; after which they 
dined at the same table together, ■« cheerfully, in so- 
briety, as ever in their Uves they had done ; and taking 
their leave by drinking to each other, aa if some short 
journey only had been in hand."* A provost marshal, 
appointed for the occaaion, had meantime made all 
things ready ; and after drinking this stirrup-cup, 
Doughtie went to the block. 

This statement is so certainly false in its most iir- 
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poiUDt part, that it would be entitled to no credit in 
any of its minor circuniBtaiiceB, even if those circum. 
BtBOcea were leu improbable at first d^t Fletcher 
the chaplain's relatioa of the voyage is still preserved 
in manuscript. It is there stated, that the same persons 
whose accusation had brought upon Donghlie his former 
disgrace (namely, John Brewer, Edward Bright, and 
Others of th«T MendS]) laid now more dangerous matter 
to his chai^, for words spoken by bim to them in the ge- 
neral's garden at Plymouth, long before thdr departure; 
" which," says Fletcher, " it had been their part or duty 
to have discovered at the time, and not to have concealed 
them for a time and place not so fitting. How true it 
was, wherewith they charged him upon their oath, I 
know not ; but he utterly denied it, affirming that he 
was innocent of such things whereof he was accused." 
So far was he from confessing his guilt, that, according 
to this person, who of all others must have possessed the 
most clear knowledge on this point, "he utterly denied 
die farulh of the chaises against him, upon his salvation, at 
the time of his communicating the sacrament, and at the 
hour and moment of his death." * Mr. Fletcher speaks 
of Doughtie in terms of more than common n^ard, and 
describes him as a man of extraordinary endowments. 
Neither in his nor in any other conlemporary account 
is it said that he had the choice allowed him of return- 
ing to England, there to answer for himself before the 
lords in coundl. It is, indeed, most unlikely ibat Drake 
could have spared a ship to convey him ; and not to be 
believed that he, standing upon his innocence, would 
have njected such an alternative had it been proposed 
to him. And the cheerful dinner, and the parting glass, 
are such embellishments of the story, that the person 
who devised them could have no expectation of their 
obtaining belief from any one, except by a reflex, sup- 
position in the reader's mind that a circumstance ao in- 
credible never would have been invented, and its extreme 
incredibihty was, therefore, an evidence of its truth. 
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The falsehood of this Btatement ought not, however, 
to weigh against Drake, unless he were cognizant of it ; 
but there is no proof of this, nor can it fairly be pre- 
Bumed from the fact, that the narrative wherein it was 
broi^ht forward is said to be the work of Drake's ne. 
phew and namesake. A calumny hod b«en raised against 
^e great navigator, and evidently not without some in- 
jurious effect : panegyrical biographers have passed 
over the whole transaction in silence, thereby showing 
that they did not like to touch upon it : Drake's repre- 
sentative may have fallen into the great folly and greater 
fault of thinking it allowable to counteract one falsehood 
by another. Mr. Fletcher's evidence makes it certain 
that Doughtie made no confession of guilt, but it proves 
nothing more. The general opinion in the fleet was, 
that a mutioy had been designed. The Portugueze pi. 
lot, who is likely to have been an attentive observer, 
and must have been an impartial one, says that Doughtie 
was put to death because he would have returned*; (it 
will presently appear that one of the ships took the first 
opportunity of doing so). The Spaniatds t> willing as 
they were to load Drake with every kind of obloquy, 
were so far from bhuniag him on this account, that they 
extolled him for his vigilance and decision. The suf- 
ferer's solemn protestations of innocence are easily ac- 
counted for; and he would perdst in them till the lastj 
because till the last there was always a possibihty that 
they might be believed ; it was truly a case, in whic^, 
while he persisted in them, as long as there was life 
theie was hope. Finally, and this consideration may 
be deemed conclusive, the justice of Drake's proceed- 
ings waa nut called in question on his return. 

Doughtie waa buried on an island in the harbour : the 
bodies of Robert Winter and Oliver the gunner were 

■Hakluit,7»l. 
. T " ^ Hta bmjA R i;pilio UDOtlnu U nnte ft pemiKioii de un cftTAtlero 
IliDudD Tomu AutR, r)us h quiio iliar cm <i iniudii J Frandtco 
DnqiK Rie lin dilismle que le prendiL ; lucga 1« hiii cotUr U utwu, 
jimlioel pellgra" — HfTiYTO. /(«t G™. IL 3M. 
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interred at the same tiine, in the Bame place; and the 
cluplain set up a ttone upon theii grsves, whereon he 
engraved their names, and the day, month, and jear of 
their burial. Here the Portugueze prize, being lea^y 
and troublesome, was broken up * ; the fleet was thus 
reduced to three, the Pelican, the Elizabeth, and the 
Marygpld ; and having completed their watering, wood- 
ing, and repairs, and remaiued in Port St. Julian from 
the 30th of June to the 17th of August, they sailed 
from that port. On the 20th the; made CapeVirgenes f , 
remarkable, at four leagues' distance, for its high and 
steep giej cliK, full of black spots. Here, too, the; 
met with an ill omen, the bones of a corpse " whose 
fleah was clean consumed." ^ And here, for a good 
omen, perhaps, as well as out of respect to his friend 
air Christopher Hatton, he changed the name of his ship, 
calling her, instead of the Pelican, the Goldeu Hind, 
which sir Christopher probablf bore in his arms. On 
the following day they entered the Straits. 

The lateness of the season seems to have been the 
only thing which prevented Amerigo Vespucci from dia- 
CDvering this passage into the South Sea before that sea 
had been seen by Balboa, and eighteen jeara before the 
famous voyage of Magellan.^ He had conceived the 
hope of making this great discovery, and had nearly ac- 
complished it. 11 Magellan named it the Patagoniau 
Straits, after the natives, to whom, because they wore 
ill shaped sandals, he had given the name of Patagons, 
jtalagon signifying in Spanish a lai^, clnmsy foot. The 
inappropriate name has been flxed upon the people, not 
upon the strait, which is properly called after Magellan 
himself; though before it obtained that appellation from 
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popular justice there was an attempt to call it the Strait 
of Victoria, after the name of his ship.* Juan Ladril- 
leros had beeo aent with two ships from Valdivira to anr- 
vey the strait in 1658. The ships were separated hy 
a Btorm. The one put back with few of her crew le- 
maining, Ladrilleroi executed his coniimsiion in the 
other with great diligence, and extraordinaiy perse* 
verance and resolution. When he returned to Chih, two 
men and himself were all who sturrived to navigate the 
vessel, the reat having perished b; cold snd hunger.t 
Other attempts followed from the same quarter : no- 
thing is known of them but that they failed ; and Drake 
was the third person who performed the passage — the 
second who p^ormed it &om £urope. 

" We found the strait," says the first narrator, *' to 
have many turnings, and, as it were, shuttings up, as if 
there were no passage st all ; by means whereof we had 
the wind often against us, so that some of the fleet 
recovering a cape or point of land, others should be 
forcedtotumhackagun, and to come to BD anchor where 
they could. There he many fur harhours, with store 
of fresh water, but yet they lack their best commodity j 
for the water is tbax of such depth, that no man shall 
find ground to anchor in, except it be in some narrow 
river or comer, or between some rocks ; so that if any 
extreme blsits or contrary winds do come (whereunto 
the place is much subject), it carrieth with it no small 
danger. The land on both sides is very huge and 
mountainous ; the lower mountains whereof, although 
they be monstrous and wonderful to look upon for theii 
height, yet there are others which exceed them in a 
strange manner, reaching themsdves above their fel- 
lows so high, that between them did appear three re- 
gions of clouds. These mountains are covered with 
snow. The strut is extreme cold, with frost uid snow 
continually ; the trees seem to stoop with the burden of 
the weather, and yet aie green continually ; and many 
good and sweet herbs do very plentifully grow and in- 

. ■FlgiftUi.KIO. tBumer.iW. 
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RMse under them." * DrakegaTe the name of Elizabeth 
to the tai^eit of three ulands, " laying triangle wise," near 
which they anchored, when, by their own accmmt, they 
were thirty leagues within the strait. The other two 
he named St. Bartholomew'a (on whose day he enchored 
there), and SL George's. " There," says CUff+, " we 
stayed one day, and victualled ourselves with a kind of 
fbwl which iB plentiful on that iale, and whose flesh is 
not far onUke a fat goose here in England. They have 
no wings, but ghort pinions, which serve theii tnm in 
flwiniming : their colour is somewhat black, mixed with 
white spots under their belly and about their necks. 
They walk so upright, that, afar ofiF, a man would take 
them to be little children. If a man approach any thing 
near them they run into holes in the ground (wtiich be 
not rery deep), whereof the island ia fnll ; «o that to 
take them we had atavea with hooka fast to the end, 
wherewith some of onr men pulled them out, and othera 
being ready with cudgels did knock them on the head, 
for they bite so cmelly with their crooked bills, that 
none of us were able to handle them alive." This seems 
to be the earliest account in our language of the penguin. 
Three thousand of these lurds were slaughtered in less 
than one day, and the ihipa " victualled themselves 
thoroughly therewith." 

As they approached the weatem end they observed a 
number of channels toward the south, and Drake went 
in a biAt to discover the best passage. They met a 
canoe as they returned, in which were Indians of a 
smaller stature, and different from those with whom the 
kfftaj had occurred. Their canoe was excellently well 
made of bark ; the body being handsomely moulded, 
and the seams so close, though only stitched with 
thongs or, perhaps, the sinews of some aniraa], that 
scarcely any water entered: both the prow and stem 
were semicircular and high. The tools which they 
used wece made of the large muscle shells which, in the 
(trait, are found sometimes twenty inches in length; 
• HiUujM, 734. -f Ibid. 7K, 
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iheae they grind to so iharp an edge that it could cut 
Ae hardest nood, and even the hones of which thejr 
made fish-gigs. They had a hut on the island near to 
which the diips had anchored ; it wu merely formed of 
ft few poles covered with Bldna. Their vessela were of 
bark, irell shaped and made.* On the seventeenth da; Sept. 
after making Cape Viigenes, Drake cleared the strait, 6. 
and entered the South Sea. 

Balbo* had taken poswMion of that lea in the true 
spirit of a Spaniard. Reaching its shore for the first 
time during the ebb, he seated himself there, with his 
companicms, and waited patiently till the tide turned 
and reached him. Riiing then, armed as he was for 
the occasion, with a sword in one hand and a banner in 
die other, bearing the Virgin Mary with the arms of 
Castille at her feet, he advanced into the waves till he 
was above knee-deep, saying, with a loud voice, " Long 
live the high and mighty sovereigns of Castille ! Thus, 
in dieir names do I take possession of these seas and 
regions ; and if any odier prince, whether Christian or 
infidel, pretend any right to them, I am ready and re- 
solved to oppose him, and to assert the just clums of 
my sovereigns !" t The possession which had thus 
proudly been taken was now, for the first time, about to 
be disDirbed. 

Drag's intention was to steer north, that they might 
get, as speedily as the; could, out of "the nipping 
cold." The season, however, had not been rigorous ; 
rather indeed, for diat region, it seems to have been un- 
usually favourable. On the second day after clearing 
the strait, they had sailed about seventy leagues to the 
north-west, when a gale from the north-east came on, 
and continued more than a fortnight, with such violence 
that they conLd carry no sail, and were driven till they 
were in 57*' S. latitude, and above 200 leagues west of 
the strait. The wind th» became favouraUe, and, at Sept. 
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the end of another week, during which they held a nonh- 
east course, the; made (he land, but the weather would 
Oct, not permit them to anchor. The Marygold was obliged 
7. to bear away before the gale, and was never heard of 
more. The two remaining ships, a week afterwards, 
stood, under low sail, into a bay, where they hoped to 
have found shelter, it " being a very foul night, and 
the seas sore grown." The bay proved " very dan- 
gerous, full of toclca." Drake's cable broke, and the 
Golden Hind waji driven out to sea. Winter made no 
attempt to follow him; but the next day, " hardly es- 
caping the danger of the rocks," entered the strait again, 
and, anchoring there in an open bay, made great fires 
on the shore, that if I>Take should put into the strait 
also, he might discover them. After ten days he pro- 
ceeded farther, and went into a sound, in which he re- 
mained three weeks, and named it the Port of Health, 
because most of his men beii^ " very sick, with long 
watching, wet, cold, and evU diet," soon recovered here. 
They found the lai^ muscles " very pleasant meat, and 
many of them full of seed pearla." Captain Winter now 
alleged that he stood in despair both of having favour- 
able winds for Peru and of Brake's safety : he, there- 
fore, " gave over the voyage, full sore against the 
raarinerB' mind," and sailed for England, where he 
arrived with the reproach of having abandoned his com- 
mander." 

Meantime Drake, from ^te Bay of Parting of Friends, 
as he named the place in which he parted company 
^m his last remaining consort, was driven as far as 
55° 9., and found two days' shelter on the coast of 
Terra del Fu^o, where he also met with good water 
and wholesome herbs. But the winds once more re- 
taming to their old wont, forced him again from his 
anchorage, with Hub additional misfortune, that the 
shallop, with eight men in it, and provision for only one 
day, lost sight of the ship. These poor men regained 
the shore, entered the strails, salted and dried penguins 
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th«ie, and coasted on till they reached the Plata, and 
put into a Bmall river on the south dde. Six of them 
landed there in unhappy hour, and entered the woods 
to seek for food. Thejr fell in with a partj of Indians, 
who with their arrows wounded them all, took four, 
pursued the others to the diore, and, when the wounded 
men got on board and pushed off, pursued them with 
their arrows, and wounded those who had been left in 
chai^ of die boat. These unhappy men reached an 
island about three leagues from the main land, where 
two of them died of their wounds, and their boat was 
beaten to pieces against the rocks. Upon this island, 
which was about a league in compass, they remained 
two months, living upon small ciabs, eels, and a fruit 
like an orange ; but tliere was no fresh water, and, un- 
able longer to endure die want of it, they tentured to 
make &>t the main land, on a large plank some ten feet 
long, having made paddles widi which to guide it. 
The passage was the work of three days and two nights. 
" On coming to land," says Carter, " we found a rivulet 
of aweet water ; when William Ktcher, my only com- 
fort and companion (although I endeavoured to dissuade 
him), being before pinched with extreme thirst, over- 
drank himself, and, to my unspeakable grief, died within 
half an hour, whom I buried as well as I could in the 
sand." Carter fell into the hands of some Indians, who 
had compasdon on him, and condncted him, aAer a 
while, to a Portugueze settlement; and, after nine years, 
he was fortunate enough to return to his own country.* 
Drake, having lost his pinnace, was driven still far- 
ther south, ran in again among the islands, and at length 
" fell in with the uttermost part of the land towards 
the south pole, — without which there is no mwn nor 
island to he seen to the southward ; but the Atlantic 
Ocean and the South Sea meet in a large and free 
scope." The atorm, which with little intennisuon. had 

* Burner* 368. Purchu, It, 1163. Furchu Ln a radrBinil note abbre. 
vUtalheUitpart ofthii Crm^f ^nta two word*, *' F1tcherb»flkt.^' TbU 
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Oct. continued flity-one days, ceased : they found an ao- 
3^ cfaoring place at the aouthem extremity of the land, 
since called Cape Horn ; and to all the islands which 
lay withoat, and to the south of the strait, Drake gave 
the name of the EiizabethideB. He had thus accidentaUj 
discovered Cape Horn, and by that displaced the old terra 
incognita from a large portion of the space which it 
occupied in the map : " we altered the name," aays 
Mr, Fletcher, " to terra nunc bene eognita." Drake 
went ashore, and, sailor Uke, leaning over a promontory, 
as far as he safely could, came back, and told his people 
that he had been farther south than any man living.* 
On the 30th of October, the wind came fair, and " de- 
parting from the southernmost part of the world known 
or (as they thought) like to be known," they sailed to 
the north-west, stored diemselvea with birda and seala 
from some islands, and coasted, for nearly four weeks, 
along the American shore, till they arrived at the island 
of Mocha, and anchored there. The Portogueze pilot 
describes it as small and low land, fiill of Indians, and 
altc^etber poasessedbythem. The English soppoeed that 
the cruel and extreme dealings of the Spaniards had forced 
these people, for their own safety and liberty, to flee from 
the main and fortify themselves here, — an erroneoiu 
supposition, for they would have been more secure in the 
wild parts of their own country. The general landed : 
the Indians came to the water ude, " with show of 
great courtesy, Ininging potatoes, loots, and two fat 
sheep, tor which they received a suitable return ; and, 
as it was then late, It was agreed that the ship should 
take water there on the morrow." Drake accordingly 
■went in the boat with twelve men, and set two of them, 
with thdr vessels, ashore: the Indians lay in ambush 
by the watering place, sprang upon them, and either 
BMzed or slew them ; and when the boat was hastening 
to tbeir succour, a flight of arrows was discharged at it 
with HUch efffect as to wound every one of the crew, — 
the genera] himself under the right eye. It was not 
• Thla he hlmuinald u III mduini mViu. 
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'without difficulty that the boat escaped from tliia im- 
minent danger, for the Indiana piusued dieir advantage 
with aucb resoIudoD that thej seized four of the oars, 
and kept posBesaion of them. None of the assailantB 
were hurt, for the Ei^^liah had not time to use a har- 
quebuea. No attempt was made to Uke vengeance for 
this unprovoked attack: it was supposed to have been 
made nnder a miataken notion that they were Spaniards; 
and it leemB Drake admitted that, in that case, the Indians 
would have acted rightly, and, therefore, Aat it did not 
behove him to punish the offence. He sailed the same 
day, and, happily, none of the wounded died, though 
they had lost their principal an^eon. 

A hope still remained of meeting nith the two 
Tnissing ships. It had been appointed that in case of 
Reparation tikey should look for each other on the coast 
of Peru, about the latitude of 30° S., and Drake accord- 
ii^ly made diligent search aa he sailed along. On the 
last of November an Indian was found fishing, and 
broi^ht on board : he was made to comprehend that 
the ship wanted proviraons, and would pay for them, and 
waa then dismissed with gifts. This man's rqiort pleased 
the natives so well that they brought to the aeaaide a 
fat hog, poultry, and other food ; and an Indian, of 
Mme apparent consequence, went on board. He spoke 
Spaniah ; told them that they had passed the port of Val- 
paraiso six leagties ; that a Spaniah ship was then lying 
at anchor there, and that he would pilot them thither, 
which he did accordingly, having no suspidon that they 
were enemies to the Spaniards, who had never yet seen 
an enemy in those seas. Felipe, as this civilised Indian 
waa called, did the English good service in conducting 
them to this port. They found the ship riding at an- jj^^ 
chor, vrith eight Spaniards and three negroes aboard: .?. 
who, taking the new comers for friends, sahtled diem 
with beat of drum, and made ready a jar of Chili 
wine to drink with them. The pirates (they are en- 
titled here to no better name) were no sooner aboard, 
than one of them, Thomas Moon, stmclc at a Spaniardj 
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excUiming, " Abaxo perro! down dog! and begin t9 
Uy about him." — " One of these Spaniards, aeeing 
persons of that quality in these seas, all-lo-croased and 
blessed himself." Another leaped overboard, and swam 
ashore to gJTe the alarm ; ^e rest were secured nnder 
hatches. The town was not more prepared for resist- 
ance than the ship, and less capable of it. It con- 
sisted of some nine families, who took flight before the 
English landed and fell to spoil. Little booty was foimd 
there: a sniaE chapel contained nothing that was 
thought worth taking, except a silver chalice, two cniets, 
and an altar cloth, which Drake transferred to the use 
of bis own chaplain ; but there was store of Chili wine 
in a warehouse, which, with other proviuona uid some 
cedar planks for fuel, was cairied on board. The 
prisoners were set ashore, one man excepted, who, beii^ 
a Greek by lorth, was called Juan Gri^o, and whom 
they detained to serve as a pilot to Lima. The prize 
they rifled when ihej got out to sea : they found in her 
1770 Jars of Chili wine, 60,000 pieces of gold, some 
pearb, and some merchandise. Well pleased with tbi« 
adventure, they rewarded Felipe tbe Indian, and landed 
him at that place which was moat convenient tac him. 

From hence they ran along the coast, looking anxi- 
ously for their lost consorts ; and bevanse the ship was 
too large to examine close in shore, and a boat not 
strong enough in cose of an attack, they put together e 
pinnace, which might safely look into every bay and 
creek. A fortnight after their departure from Valpa- 
raiso the; anchored about cannon-shot from tlie mouth 
of the Coquimbo, and sent a party to get water. Not 
far to the north was a Spanish town, of which they were 
not aware, and a considerable body of horse and foot 
came down upon the men while diey were filling their 
casks. The English, however, who were keeping good 
watch, retreated to their boat, and pushed off in time, 
one Richard Minivy only, in a fit of fool-hardinesi, re- 
fused to escape, killed one of their horses, and was him- 
aelf killed, and hii body dirown upon a horse, and 
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canied off. This place not nutiog their purpose, nor 
the entertainment being «ich u tiiej deeired, they 
we^hed andior. The nest day DnJie, having an- 
chored in a bay in S7° 55' S., embaiked in the pinnace, 
and tnmed back in it to make one more warch for tlie 
lost ships: the wind baffled him, and after one day's 
trial be gave np the attempt; yet, in apparent hope 
that as much diligence would be used in awking him as 
had been manifested on his part, be remained in dus 
bay more dian four weeks, then proceeded alowly along 
&e coasL 

They landed next at a place called Tar^taca, and, Jan. ' 
while looking for water, found a Spaniard lying asleep, ' ^ 
and thirteen ban of silver lying by him, which were 
worth 4000 ducats. No personal injury was offered to 
the man ; nor to another, whom, on a second landing 
not far off, &ey met with an Indian in his company, 
driving eight llamas, each carrying an hundred weight 
of sUver, itivided equally in two leathern bags. The 
llamas as well as their freight were taken on board. 
From this part of the coast many Indians came off to 
exchange fish for knives and glasses j and even at an 
Indian town, where two Spaniards resided as governors, 
they obtained some llamas in Qte way of traffic. At P^^- 
Arica they found two ships at anchor, one of which ^' 
yielded son^ 40 bars of silver, wei^iing about SO lbs. 
each ; the other 200 jars of wine. Only a n^ro was ■ 
on board : the people, mistmsdng no danger, were gone 
to the town ; " which," says one of the adventurers, 
" we wonld have ransacked, if our company had been 
better and more in number." The sight of certain horse- 
men ready to have attacked them if they had landed 
deterred them from the attempt. But they learnt from 
the nt^TO that there was a ship not &r before them 
richly laden. Taking with him one of his prizes, Drake 
went in pursuit, he himself in the pinnace close along 
shore, the ships keeping their course a league to sea- 
ward ; and having proceeded thus about five-and-forty 
leagues ihey saw Qie veesel at anchor. But the ddings 
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that B wa-rover was in pnrauit had reached the Spaniarda 
a few hours before, and they had landed 800 bars of 
Bilver beloDgiDg to the king ; everj thing elae of any 
Talue had been removed in time. Here, too^ there was a 
muster on die shore, which it would have been raah to en- 
counter. Drake, therefore, held on bis way : bnt taldng 
this vessel and his other prizes with him, one excepted, 
which he had burnt at Arica, when they were about a 
league out at sea, he ordered all their sails to be set, 
and then let them drive before the wind ; while he with 
only his own ship and the pinnace proceeded to Callao, 
the port of Lima. . 

Leisurely as Drake had proceeded, he arrived in sight 
of the capital of Peru before it was known there that an 
enemy's ship had entered Aose seas. When he landed 
at Valparaiso, the governor of Chili was in the interior, 
prosecnting that war against the Araucans which has 
given BO great a celebrity to dieir name ; and the aiu 
thorities did not venture to take upon themselves the 
responsibility of sending a vessel with despatches to 
Peru.* A few le^ues off that harbour, Drake boarded ' 
a bark laden with silks and other goods, which the 
owner, a Porti^^ze, was glad to redeem by engaging 
to pilot the EngUah into Callfii.t He brou^ diem in 
alter night-fall, " suling in between all the ships that 
lay there, seventeen in number," twelve ofiwhidi were 
moored, and had all their sails ashore, " for the 
master and merchants were here most secure, having 
never been assaulted by enemies." They rifled these 
ships, and found in one of them a chest of silver reales, 
and good Btote of silk and linen. Their enquiry was 
for the ship that had the sUver on board : the sHver, it 
was tepHed, was on shore ; but they wetc likewise in- 
formed diat a richly laden treasure ship called the Ca. 
caftiego — (a name not to be translated) had lately sailed 

•TbeitainT. O-FructendcTUcdo, itilBaii Id Ui IMW to the 

goimuit of llw Rio dc )• nua : if nich idvliit hid bean Knt, he Hfh " le 
liaUnii eecw^obutMpeTdldVTSBnoiqueichu reowdo L & 3>L ] a 
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for Payta. Tlie; cut the cables of ibem ships, and the 
masts of the two greatest, and let them drive, not for - 
wantoimess, but in provident foreeight, that they might 
be disabled fnnn pursoing him. While he was thna em- 
ployed, a vessel from Fanuna, laden with Spanigh goods, 
entered die harbour, and anchored close by the Golden 
Hind. A boat came from the shore to search it ; but 
because it was night, they deferred the search till the mom' 
ing, and only sent a man on board. The boat then 
Htnte along-dde Drake's vessel, and asked what ship it 
was ? A Danish prisoner answered, as he was ordered, 
that It was Miguel Angel's from Chili. SatisBed with 
t^B, the officer in the boat sent a man to board it ; but 
he, when on the point of entering, perceived one of die 
la^ guns, nd retreated into the boat with all celerity, 
becanse no vessels that frequented that port, and navi- 
gated those seas, carried great shot" The speed widi 
which die boat made off upon this discovery alarmed 
the Panama ship, wfaidt forthwith cnt her cable, and 
put to aea. Prake'e jiku manned their pinnace, and 
pursned. The Spaniards, instead of striking at their 
summons, shot one of the crew, upon which the pin- 
nace returned. But the Golden Hind presently set sail, 
and gBined so fast upon the Panama ship, that the men 
took to dieir boat, and escaped ashore, leaving the ship 
with every thing en board.* 

Drake's great olgect was now to overtake the Ca- 
cafiiego: dte wind failed, and boat* were pot out to 
tow the ship. Meantime the alarm had been given in 
Lima; and the viceroy, don Francisco de Toledo, hast- . 
ened instantly to Callso, and eserted himself, through the 
remainder (^ die night, with such success, that two 
vessels, with SOO men in each, were despatched in pur- 
suit before Dr^e was out of sight of the port. Their 
orders were to board the rover if diey could come np 
with her, — tot they had no artillery. The wind, how- 
ever, aprong up, of which the English made eager use ; 
«nd the Spaniards were as little desirous of coming up - 

■ Huno da S;Itii. HnUujt, 7M. 
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with them as the; were of being detained by «n action 
in nbich nothing was to be gained. So maniieat, in- 
deed, wu thii unwillingness, that though there were 
petmne of some distinctioD on board, the vicerojr pu- 
niabed many for cowardice *, not allowing the excuse 
they had devised for themselves by foUowii^ thePanamaj 
which Dnlte dismissed with Juan Gi^o and his odier 
pilot on board. Drake now made all speed to the north, 
the pinnace keeping doae in shore, the ship abont 
a league and half from land. After some days they 
Btof^ed a Teasel bound for Callao, ftoia which they 
" took a lamp and a fountain of sjlver," and learnt that 
she had seen the treasure ahip three days before. At 
Payta they boarded another, and were told that the 
Cacafu^o had left that port two days ago. Neither 
of these vessels did they detain, but taking from the 
latter some proviuons and a negro, hastened on. On 
Feb. the roorrowt they captured a ship bound for Panama, 
1. and sent the crew and paasetigeis, among whom were 
two friara, ashore. In this prize they found forty bars 
of silver, eighty pounds we^ht of gold, and a golden 
crudfix, " set with goodly great emeralds." This booty 
cost one of the men his life ; he had aecieted two plates 
of gold, denied it when accused, and was hanged when 
they were found upon him. <. 

They crossed the line on February S4th ; and Drake 
.promised to give bis chain of gold to the man who 
should have the good fortune first to descry the golden 
prize, for which all eyes were eagerly looking out. On 
St. David's day they made Cape St. Francisco in latitude 
0' 40' N. ; and if Drake had been a Welshman, die 
day would have been rendered doubly dear to him, for 
at three in the afternoon, a certain John Drake, going 
into the top, eaped the object of their long chase, about 
four leagues to seaward. And here the Fortugueze 
pilot describes what Hakluyt calls "■ a pretty device to 

K bolvieron, j Don ' 
'irera, SR5. Kuno dit 



.i..Go(ii^lc 



-TBx oAiUFinieo oaptvbbd. 149 

malce tbeir ship sail more Hwiitiy." " Because tjte 
Eogligh ship was somewtiat faeavj before, wherebj it 
Bailed not aa the; would have it, they took a company 
of botijat, or Spaniih pats for oil, and fllling them nith 
water, hung them by ropes at the stem of the ship to 
make het Bail the better." The device was not wanted; 
for the Spanish captain, Juan de Anton*, made to- 
wards the English ship t to Imow whet she was, thinking 
her to be one of the ships that used to sail along the 
cnaata and traffic in the comitiy. When they were 
near enough Drake hailed them to strike, and the other 
refusing, " with a gieat piece he shot her mast overboard, 
and having wounded the master with an arrow, the ship 
yielded." They took ponession, sailed with her further 
into the sea all that n^ht, and the next day and night, 
making all the way they conld. Bdng then at safe 
distance from the coast, they stopped, and lay by their 
prize four days, takii^ out her cargo and transferring ir 
to their own ship. They found in her great ricbea, as 
jewels and precious stones, thirteen chests full of realet 
of plate, 80 lbs. wdght of gold, and S6 tons of silver:- 
300 bars of the silver bebnged to the king, the rest was 
the property of private merchants. The whole value 
waa estimated at 360,000 pieces of gold, that of the 
silver abne being 813,000'.; and the captors congra- 
tulated themselves that their ship might now wdl be 
called the Golden Hind, A little of the exultation of 
success was shown upon this occasion. Among oAer 
plate, two very fair gilt bowls of silver were found, be- 
longing to the pilot, to whom Dra^e said, " SeBor pilot, 
yon have here two silver caps, but I must needs have 
one of them !" The pilot, who knew that need has no 
law, and that the adventurer who addressed him had 
just then as little, assented, " because he conld not 
otherwise choose," and gave the other also to the steward 
of the general's ^p. In a better spirit Drake called for 
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Ae TE^iiiter of the tresnire on bo&rd, and wrote ■ receipt 
in tbe mugin for Qie wbole amount.* 

Mtny BwitddBm wu pftEsed npon die UDKetnly Dame 1" 
of dieir onfoTtonate prize, which, at tbe end of four 
daja, wai diAnitaed, and three men put on board, whom 
Drake had taken on die way for piloU. Drake g>re 
the captain a letter of Bsfe-conduct, in case he ahould 
fall in with the Elizabeth or the Marygold. Thia letter, 
which has been preserved by the Fortngueie pilot, ia 
remarkable for iti kiodneaa and religiooi feeling. The 
contents, aa retranslated in Hakluyt from the Fortu. 
gnese or Spaniah Terdon, were these : — 

" Master Winter, if it pleaaedi God Hut yon ahoold 
-chance to meet with this ihip of Seilor Joan de Anton, 
I pray yon ose him well, according to my word and 
promise given unto them ; and if yon want any thing 
that is in thia ship of SeSor Jnan de Anton, I pray you pay 
them doable the value of it, which 1 wiD aatiafy again ; 
and command yonr men not to do her any hurt ; and 
what composition or agreement we have made, at my 
retnm into England I will, by God's help, perform ; 
although,! am in doubt that this letter will never come to 
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jroni hands. NotwithBtanding I am the man I have pro. 
nused to be, — faeBeeching God, the Sarionr of all the 
world, to have ni in his keeping, to whom only I give alt 
honour, ptaiae, and glory. What I have written is noi 
only to yoa, MaaleT Winter, but also to M. Thomai, M. 
Charles, M. Canbe, and M. Anthony, with sU onr other 
good friends, whom I commit to the tuition of Him 
that with his blood redeemed ub ; and am in good hope 
that we shall be in no more trouble, but thai He iril] 
help us in adTersity ; desiring you, for the passion of 
Christ, if you fall into any danger, that you will not de- 
i^uir of God's icercy, for he will defend yon, and pre. 
serre you from all duiger, and bring us to our desired 
haren : to whom be all honour, gbrj, and praise, for 
ever and ever. Amen.* 

" Yonr Bonowful captain, 

" Whose heart ia heavy for you, 

" Fbahcis Dbazb." 

The general had now no other object m these seas f. 
how to make bis way home widi Ihia great booty was 
the next confiideratiini. To return by the strait was, on 
many accounts, unadviBable ; the aeason was tinfavour. 
able, and they knew the difficulttes and dangers of thu 
paaaage : moreover, the Spaniards expecting them to 
take that course, would be Ulcely both to have despatched 
■hips in quest of them, and a force to intercept them 
there. This was no vain aunniae : the whole coast of 
Chili and Peru was in audi alarm, that a stop was put 
to all maritinie trade ; for it was known that Drake ex- 
pected to be joined by hit two consorts, and in every 
port the people were under amis to redst them. AU 
Ae consequmces of such an invasion, and more than 
all, were apprehended by ti» Spanish autlioritiei ; they 

f "SSSns iOatiU, bob In mpeet of hli pitnlc iDjuriH ncdTcd 
(nm ihs ^uUudi, *■ alu or ttadr (tntoiiiiu ud hidlpiWa oSfared to 
OUT (ountir ud pAve Id seneril, niSlclentlir utliBed uid nrsigid. and 
migmiog Out btr luMr, it tali ntum, would ntt HOlflcd with thk 
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diought that nothing leu than the king of Spain's do- 
minion Id those seas, and the properties and Urea and 
souls of the inhabitants, were ^t staJce.* It was not 
Drake's business now to encounter any danger that could 
be avoided ; but greater proof of his ability as a seamui, 
and of his enterprising genius, was never given than at 
diis time ; for instead of at once resolving to follow the 
course of Magellan, and so compass the globe, he con- 
ceived the hope of rivalling that great navigator bj 
exploring a passage between the two great seas, U the 
opposite extremity of America.f This be propoonded 
to his ship's company. " AH of us," says one, who writes 
as if he had been present, " willingi; hearlcHied and 
consented to our general's advice ; which was, first, to 
seek out some convenient place to trim our ship, and 
store ourselves with wood and water, and such provi- 
sions as we could get ; and thmceforward to hasten on 
our intended journey for the discovery of the said pas- , 
sage, through whi(^ we might with joy return to our 
longed homes." j: 

They now sailed for the cosst of Nicaragoa, which 
they made on March 16., " near a small island named 
Canno," two leagues from the mainland ; there they 
found s small bay, wher^ they anchored, at five fathom 
deep, close by the land, and near a fresh-water stream. 
On the 20th, a vessel was seen attempting to pass close 
by. The pinnace was sent in chase, and brought her 
in. She was laden with sarsaparilla, butter, and honey, 
and other things. The sarsapariUa they tluew ashore ; 
and nsed the vessel as a receptacle for their stores, while 
they laid their own ship down to examine her bottom. 
The island afibrded them wood and fish, and would 
have supplied alUgators and monkeys if they had chosen 
to lake any on board. While they remained here they 
felt the shock of an earthquake. In eight days the re- 

* ViA^F del Sumknto. i. 
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pain, wockling, and wttering were completed, and they 
Buled westward, taking with them dieir prize ; which, 
however, after keying two days longer, they diimiaBed, 
detainii^ umie of the men to aerre u pibti, and taking 
" the aea-csidB, wheiewith they ihould make their voy- 
age, and direct diemielvea in their couTse."* And so 
aailjng actil the 6th of Aprfl, aboat evening, they dia- 
coTered a ship that held two leagues to seaward from 
die land ; and befbre the next day, in the morning, they 
were hard by her, and luddenly fell upon her while her 
men slept. She waa apparently &om Manilla, laden with 
" linen doth (which probatjy meana mualina), fine 
Chins dishes of white earth, and great store of China 
ailka ; of all which," aaya the relator, " we took aa we 
liated." He adda, that the owner of the ehip was on 
board, who waa a Spanish gendeman ; and that die 
general took from him a falcon of gold, with a great 
emerald in die breaat thereof. They took a n^;TO ont 
of this veaael, and diamiBaed her with sU her crew, one 
nan excepted, whom tbej detained to show them aome 
watering place. He brou^t them into the haven of April 
Guatnlco. They landed ^ere, in happy hour for aome IS. 
m^roea, upon idiom the crim^ial conrt waa then sitting 
in judgment for having conspired to aet the town on 
fire. Judges and priaonen were conveyed on boud ; 
and the chi^ judge waa made to write to the inhabit- 
ants, orderii^ them to leave the town, while the English 
might remain here. There were but aevenleen Spa- 
niards redding here ; and neither they nor the coloured 
population had much to lose, for the adventurer who 
tells us that the town was ransacked boasts of no other 
idunder than a pot aabigasabuahelfulli^ailverreBleB, 
and a gold chain and some jewels which one " Thomas 
Moon took from a Spanish gentleman, whom he canght 
as he was flying out of the place." 
Drake remained here nearly a fortnight ; and before ■*P"' 
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he depuled he released all fau priionen, and put the 
Portngueze, Nunho da SjItb, od board a ihip in the 
hulxmr, to find hii way to Portugal as be could.* 
From Guatiilco Ihey steered " directly off to kb," and 
■ailed (the accounts say) 200 leagues in loi^jtude to get 
a fftTooiable wind. On June 3. having lailed in difiereut 
diiectionB 1400 leagues, without tedng land, they had 
airived in latitude 4>2° N. A great change in the tem- 
peratuie was now felt ; the people woe benumbed with 
the piercing cold, which incieaaed to that extremity on 
sailing two degrees farther north, that meat, aa soon as 
it was removed from the fire, would preieudy be frozen, 
and the rope* and tackling of the ihlp were quite 
stiStned. Contrary winds forced them to ran in vrith 
the laud, which they dien unexpectedly descried ; for 
they had not supposed ttmi America in that latitude ex- 
tended so far to (he west " They stood toward the 
shore, and anchored in an open ill.iheltered hay. The 
wind was strong, and in gusts ; upon any intermission, 
there came a thick stinldiig fog, in which they were en- 
veloped, till it wu dispersed by the renewed strei^th of 
the wind. They could not remain here ; and the direc- 
lioD of die wind, with the severity of the cold, not tmly 
discouraged them from persisting in the attempt to go 
farther north, but commanded them to the southward, 
whether the; would or no." So they drew back from ltd. 
tnde 46", to which they hid advanced, ten d^reei, " ia 
which he^t it pleased God to send them into a fair and 
good bay, with a good wind to mter the same." There 
can be little doubt that this bay wu that which is now 
called Port San Fiandaco.t 

■ Thlt ii lalorioualj xpnMHtgd, h U tlw pour mu bad ben left <ii « 
■nBBj'i taaarj. II ynt huditilp eoaugh ftir Um to kas h)i ihip ud 
Uiindi, ndbt BRtadlcimtkt Cute VetdilbnNi^ the nnlluid 
tatClnangt NIeuigu. But ba nnU not bn* bMitSniiKd u uj 
idnt wUdi minld hnt bMB mgra ogncoliiit tx btaoidf i ul in tba 
nUMM wMA bt *H UP Kb Uw Ttetnir of Nnr teln, b* mtka M 
ampidntorblatHtainE It Ifrajmuit ta Ui bounr, ud mntlibit 
(Btbatof DnkaudbliiiMn, Out Uian ta sot la tbta nUbi od «ridaillT 

ftmirilrrlil1nnll>iiill|Mn< iiiiiijwl <" i»iliiilliiiiii'iwili«iiil ■M'*'' 
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Tliere were huta close to the water aide. The day 
after the; anchored man; nativei ahowed tfaemselTc* on 
ifae shore, and a aingle man was tent off in a canoe. 
Iininediatelj he began to apeaL, though at s conaider- 
able distance from the ahip, and cootiDued to do bo aa 
he paddled on, till having drawn aa near aa he tiiought 
fit Dpon thia first adTance, be stopped, made a long and 
earneat addreaa accompanied b; gealiculalions not more 
inldligible than tiie harangne ; and when he had finished 
returned with great ahow of rererence to the shore. 
Soon after he repeated the same ceremony in the lame 
manner ; and presently a third time, hut he then 
brought a bunch of ieathera, resembling those of a crow, 
neatly fastened together, clean and handsomely cut; 
and olfio a small basket made of rushes, and filled with 
an herb which they called tabah* : these he tied to a 
short stick, and cast them into the ship's boat. In re- 
turn Drake directed gome presents to be put on a plaok 
in the water, and pushed towards him ; but he refused 
to touch them, and would receive nothing except a hat, 
which being thrown from the ahip, he took up. No 
intercourse followed upon this ceremony ; both parties, 
however, seemed to consider that a good understanding 
bad heea established by it, and to have acted accord- 
ingly in good fUtli. The nativea were not distrustful, 
becs^ue they had only once been visited by Europeans, 
thirty-seven years before, when Joam Sodrigues Ca- 
brillot, a Fortuguece by birth, was sent by the viceroy 
of New Spain to explore that coait : he happraied to be 
a humane good man, as wdl aa a skilful navigator ; and 
the whole of his intercourse with the natives bad been 
of the most friendly kind. Drake knew not that any such 
earlier discovery had been mad« of these paita; but he 

• aT» iwUwr of Uw "toMoi TOTMS •• "T- <»t»™-^ (HiMuj*. «■) 
1 have MiowBd ftdmlnl Bonwr In nuns tlifi lume br which the jutivn 
eriM It I but thit It iw tobusii I Iuh ho doubt. For [he Cdirgtnluu, 
■^ - (h d»7 hid Bflt dliw««d th» «rt of prep^W uij fcrmMtM liqnnr, 
to Intnlole thcniHlvH it Hull fUni with um mokt gf UiU wUd 
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fdt tlie beneficial conMqaeneea of hia ptedecenor'i con- 
duct ; tnd neither lie nor hia people did any thing 
during their torriuiee to counteract the faTonnible im- 
pieuion which Cabiillo had made. 

He wu not, however, unmindful of that caution which 
ought alwaya to be obanred among an; people whose 
character u not well known, and especially among n- 
Tlgei. It was necesiary to lighten the ihip in order to 
come at a leak friiich she had apnmg. She waa an- 
chored, therefore, cloK to the ihore, and Drake landed 
bis men, with tents, and such thing* as were necessarjr 
for fbitifjdng their temporary encampment. The natdvea 
upon perceinng this collected in arms, and in large 
companies ; yet their demeanour was diat of men who 
had prepared themselTes to resent wrong, not to ofier it ; 
and when i^iii were made to diem to lay aside their 
bows and arrows they did so, accepted the gifts which 
were offbred, and in return presented the general with fea* 
thers, nets, and skins. They retired at evening, to all 
appearance, well sadsfiedj but when they had reached 
their dwellings loud lamentations were ^sdnctly heard 
from thence, though the distance was not less than three 
parts of a mile, tmd ibe voices of the women were dis- 
tinguished, whose miserable shrieking rose above the 
deep and doleful ontcries of the men. During the two 
follnwing days no one came near the tents, and Brake 
is said to have fortified them by building a stone wall 
round. On the third day, a more numerous assemblage 
than had yet been seen convened on the neatest emi- 
nence, from whence one of their orators delivered with vio- 
lent enundation a long speech, his words falling " so thick 
one on the neck of the other, that he could h»rdly fetch his 
breath again." When he had ended, all the naliveB bowed 
their heads, and sung out OA in a solemn and lengthened 
tone, whereby it was supposed that they signified their 
assent to all that had been said. The men then left 
their bows on the ground, descended to the encampment, 
and offered bunches of feathers and baskets of tobacco 
to the general, which he accepted, ami made thou pn- 
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•ents in reCura. Bnt ^ne woniEn, meantime remaining 
on the hill, " tormented themselTes Ismentablj : " ibej 
tore tbeii cheeks and bosonis, ottered pitiable cries, tlsew 
off their upper garment, and holding their hands over 
their heads, dashed themselTes on the ground, repeating 
this till they irere covered with blood. The English 
did not behold this miserable eight without compassion, 
and Drake felt the more, because he and his people were 
persoaded that the natiTes took them for gods, and meant 
this as ■ rel^ous act of propitiation. A proper sense 
of piety prompted hiro to the wisest measure that could 
have been taken. He ordered all his people to prayera, 
and divine service was performed with an earnestness 
which the natives tmderstood. The effect which he had 
hoped for was produced, a stop was put to their self- 
lacerations and other acts of violence : they " seemed 
to be greatly affected at what they witnessed ;" that is, 
diey r^uded it with awe, and at every pause in the 
service they chanted oat their solemn oh. When it 
was over, and they rose to depart, they restored all the 
presents which had been made diem, and no one could 
be persuaded to take away with him a amgle thing.* 

The news having spread into the country, more na- 
tives flocked to the place, and two heralds made the 
general underslmd QM their chief, or hitA, as he was 
called, was coming to visit him, bnt that he desired to 
have some token sent him that his coming might be in 
peace. They wm« dismissed with what they asked for ; 
and forthwith the hioh, who was " of a goodly stature and 
comely personage," advanced toward the- fort with a 
princely mtyesty, the people crying continuaUy after 
their manner, and as Ibey drew near so did they strive 
to behave in their actions wiih comeliness. One " of a 
large body and goodly aspect" led the way, bearing a 
club of dark coloured wood, to which were fastened two 
coronals, "a less and a bigger, made of net-vrork, and 
artificially vrrought with feathers of many colours." 
Three chains abo were suspended from it, " of a mar- 

• BuneT, M6-3K HaUurt, 441. 
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Tclkiiu kngth, and made of t bony subrtance', every 
part thereof being ver; little, ttun, finely bumiihed, 
with a hole pieiced throngh the tniddlej the number of 
links making one chain bdng in a manner infinite. 
Few be the peraoni that are admitled to wear then, and 
those perwDB are stinted in the number, bj idiich it 
■eems their rank wa« denoted." Next came dw hioh, 
wearing a coronal like thoie which were borne beforehim, 
and a cloak of what the EDgKih took for rabbit ikini. 
About 100 "tall and warlike men accompanied him, 
with Bimilar cloaks bnt of different Bkins." Some wore 
feathered coats, others had thnr heada " covered with a 
very fine down, which grows in that country upon an 
herb much like oni lettuce." All had their faces painted, 
each after his own foahion. Each brought aomething 
for a present. " The naked, common sort of peopk 
followed," eyery one having his face painted, some with 
white, tome with black, and other colours, " and having 
feathers in their hair, which they gathered up in a 
hunch behind. Women and chilthen brought up the 
train, each bringing a round basket or two with bi^ of 
tobacco, broiled fish, and a root called petah, of which 
meal was made, to be either baked or eaten raw. Even 
the children carried each a present."t 

Drake, seeing bo numerous a body of natives, drew up 
his men within the " fenced place, making against their 
approach a very warlike show," The Califomiana, 
" being trooped together in tiieir order," first made a 
general salutation, which was followed by general si- 
lence. The* club-bearer then pronounced with a loud 
and manly voice, after the dictation of one who stood 
close to'him, an oration which seemed to die EngUsh ta 
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»a hour, and K its conchuion the whole 
train chanted that long oh, which was interpreted to Bo- 
nify amen, so be it .' Men and women then descended 
the hill (leaving the children), and advanced in order 
towajda die camp ; their demonatrationB were ao peace- 
fiil that Drake allowed them to enter ; the dub or scep- 
tK bearer (as he is dignified bj the relater) " b^an 
a aoDg, obmring his meararea io a dance, and that with 
■ ttBtd; coimteiaiice ; the hioh with his guard, and 
every degree of persona following, did in like manner 
dl^ and dance, but the women only danced and Icept 
silence." When they were witfiin the camp, Ifcey con- 
tinued didr eong and dance a reasonable time. Then, 
in the words of the earliest account, " they made signs 
to our general to lit down, to whom the king and divers 
othen made several orations, or rather supplications, 
that he would take their province and kingdom into his 
hand and become their king, making signs that they 
would resign unto him their right and title of the whole 
land, and become his aulrjects. In which to persuade 
us the better, the king and the rest with one consent, 
and with great reverence, joyfully singing a song, did 
■et the crown npon his head, enriched his neck with all 
tbwt diaini, and ofiered unto him many other things, 
honouring him by the name of hioh*, adding there- 
unto, as it seemed, a dgn of triumph ; which thing our 
general diought not meet to rgect, because he knew not 
what honour and profit it might be to our country. 
Wherefore, in the name and to the use of her m^esty, 
he WA the scepttet crown, and dignity of. the said 
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Gountiy In his Iiaods ; trisbing that the riches md trea- 
BUte thereof might to couveniently be transported to the 
enriching of her Idagdom at home, ta it abonndedi in 
the suae.* The natiTes accompanied tliii act of nir- 
renderwitha song and duiceoftriainph, " because (saya 
another relater) they were not only visited of gods, 
(tat BO the; stUI judged us to be), but the great and 
chief god Iras tMW become thdi god, their Idng and 
patron, and themaelves the only happy and blessed pe»< 
pie in all the world."t 

That the nativeB meant to make a Eurrendei of'.theiT 
country liy these ceremonies is what none but men pre- 
poasessed nith notions which were common to all Eu. 
topeaos in that age could have supposed ; but that diey 
r^arded the English as beingg, if not of superior nature, 
yet of auch superior knowledge and power, that it was ne. 
cesaary to propidate them by ciicumstsuces approaching 
to idolatry, must be inferred from the scene which imme- 
diately ensued. "The common sort of the people leaving 
the Ung and his guard with our general, scattered them- 
selves together with their Bacriflces am ong our people, taking 
a diligent view of every person ; and each as pleased 
their fancy (which were the yonngest), they, enclosing 
them about, offered thdr sacrifices unto them with la- 
mentable weeping, scratching, and tearing the fleah (rfaa 
their faces with thdr nails, whereof issued abunduice 
of blood. But we used signs to Ihem of disliking this, 
and stayed their hands from force, and directed them 
upwards to the living God, whom only they ought to 
worship." Such, too, as had sores, craved help of the. 
strangers, as of persons who assuredly they thought conld 
heal them. Whereupon, the writer says, " we gave 
them lotions, plasters, and ointments, agreeing to the 
state of their griefs, beseeching God to cure their dis- 
eases. Every third day they brought their sacrifices 
unto ns, until they understood our meaning that we had 
no pleasure in them. Yet they could not be long ab- 
sent from us, but doily frequented our company to the 
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boiiT of otiT departure, which departure seemed bo griev- 
ous onto them, that their joy was turned into sorrow. 
They entreated db that, being abeeDt, we would remem- 
ber tliem, aDd b; ttealth piorided s sacrifice, which we 
uuBliked." * 

The C&UfomiaDB were in ■ ruder state than many of 
the North Americannations. ThepeopJewhomPrakesaw 
were a burrowing tribe : their houses or dens were circular, 
roofed with timber, the centre forming a kind of spire t, 
near which " an opening that resembled the scuttle of a 
ship served the double purpose of door and chimney." 
They were not. so for advanced as to use the hammock, 
but slept, like our British anoestors, upon rushes, around 
a centra] fire. Most of the men were nearly naked ; 
the women wore a loose garment round the waist, made 
of bulrushes, "combed after the manner of hemp:" 
over the shoulders they had a deer sldn. Seer were 
very numerous : in an excursion which Drake made to 
aome of their villages in the interior, he saw herds of a 
thousand in a company, " being most large and fat of 
body." " The whole country was like a warren of a 
atrange kind of conies, their bodies in bigness as be the 
Barbary conies, their heads as the heads of our'a, the 
feet of a wunt (or mole), and the tail of a rat, being of 
great length ; under her chin on either side a bag, into 
the which she gathereth her meat, when she hath filled 
her belly abroad." The skins of these creatures were 
much esteemed, " for their king's coat was made of 
them." Drake named the country New Albion, "ia 
respect of the white banks and cli9^ which lie towards 
the sea," and also for old En^and's sake. He set up 
a monument of the queen's ''' right and title to the same, 
namely, a plate nailed upon a fair great post, wherenpon 
was engraven her majesty's name, the day and year of 
our arrival there, with the free giving up of the province 

t "Their Wia," layi the Did iclBlion, "lie digged round aboiit nith 
upon them, jcdnlng cUiK Ugolhsr u the Ufi like i iplie iteetde, iihleli br ' 
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■nd people into her m^eBly'i hands, together with her 
highDesB'g picture and arms in a piece of sixpeDce of 
current Engliah monejr undsr the pkte, where under 
was also written the name of onr general." Nova 
California is gdU named New AiMon in English maps ; 
but no coBBequeDces, either evil or good, have resulted 
from the poaseesion thus confidently taken.* That part 
of die Americas has even to this time escaped from all 
the evils of conquest, and the attempts that have been 
made to dvilise it have been in the spirit of that re- 
ligion which waa proclaimed with the announcement of 
peace on earth, good will towards men. The Jesuits, 
who were as beneficially employed in America as they 
were roiechievously in Europe, established missioos 
there, in which, though they attempted, and consequently 
effected, leas than in Paraguay and among the Cb&quitos, 
they reclaimed very many hordes from a sava^ Ufe, 
and reduced them to a state of contented pupilage, in 
which their bodily wants were amply provided for. 
Upon the abolition of that order the Franciscans were 
substituted for them in these parts, and the Cahfomian 
missions appear to have been the only ones that were 
not either utterly mined or miserably deteriorated by 
the change. 
July After remaining five weeki in port Dralce took his 
, S3, departure, and as long as die ship coutiniied in sight, 
the natives kept fires on the tops of the hills. The 
design of seeking for a passage by the north of America 
was, with general consent, given up, seeing that the 
northern summer was so far advanced, and that the 
wind was then blowing from the N. W. ; and it was 
determined to follow the example of M^ellan, and 
Bteet for the Moluccas. After taking " good store of 
aeals and birds" from the Farellones, which are neai 

ttie counctyi neither did they ever dltcorer (he UndlwinamdeflreHto the 
Kuitavudi of Ihit plue." (Miklurl, MiO The EukIIiIi 

tbou^t Uiere wm "do pert c^ the eertn neiv ut dv vkai 
li acit Kmt qolMl UUIfcogd oTcald or lUiw,"— Ik 



l,M£.) The EuKllih knew noUiIng et 
ndEfft of uir thing tliu the Spenludi 
tfio were dramLiw of EldonkdoBj AHd 
--' - ■- '----kenupiiliec^tiHie 

<i„Google 



DRilKB AT THK MOtXaCAB. Ids 

Qk entrance of Fort SL Francesco, they sailed lixty- 
eight days without seeing land, and then fell in nith Sept. 
some inhabited isUndSj which, from 'the conduct of the ^o-. 
natives, thej named the Islands of Thieves, — an- 
other remarkable coiuddence with the circumstances of 
Magellan's voyage, These people began by fair trading : 
then took the English articles and would make no re- 
turn ; and, lastly, when the English refused to deal any 
more with saeh customers, attacked die ship wilh stones, 
wherewith tfaey had come well provided. A great gun 
was fired over their heads: it frightened them away; 
bnt when they found that they were not hurt, they 
returned more audaciously to the unprovoked attack, 
and " could not be got rid of till they were made to 
feel smart as well as terror." There is little doubt that 
these were the Pelew Islands. Drake waa not clear of 
them till the 3d of October. On the 1 6th he made 
the Philippines, and on the 3d of November had sight 
of the Moluccas, and steered for Tidore, where it was 
bis intention to anchor ; but a boat came off from the 
island Motir, and Portugueze enough was spoken by 
those who came in it to make him understand that the 
Portugueze had been driven out from Temate, and had 
taken up their quarters in Tidore, and to invite him to 
dunge his destination and go to Temate, when they 
underBtood that he waa not a Mend to the Fortuguece. 
Thither, accordingly, he vent; and sending a velvet 
cloak as a present to the kii^;, requested to be furnished 
with provisionB, and to trade for spices.* 

The king, who had already been told " what good 
things he might recdve by traffic," prepared forthwith 
to visit the ship. He sent before him " four great and 
large canoes, in every one whereof were certain of his 
greatest states that were about him, attired in white 
lawn of cloth of Calicut, having over their heads from 
the one end of the canoe to the other a covering of 
thin perfumed mats, borne up with a frame made of 
reeda for the same uae, under which every one did sit 
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in his Older, according to his dignity, to beep him ftam 
the heat of the sun ; divers of whom being of good age 
and gravity did raake an ancient and fatherly show. 
There were alsa divers yonng and comely men attired 
in while, as were the Others. The rest were soldiers, 
which stood in comely order, round about on both sides ; 
without whom sate the rowers in certain galleries, which 
being three on a side all along the canoes did lie off 
from the side thereof three or four yards, one being 
orderly builded loner than another, in every of which 
galleries were the number of fourscore rowers. These 
canoes were furnished with warlilce munition, every 
man, for the most part, having his sword and target, 
with his ds^er, besides other weapons, as lances, cali- 
vers, darts, bows, and arrows ; also every canoe had ft 
small cast base (or cannon) mounted at the least one foil 
yard upon a stock set upright. Thus coming near the 
ship, in order they rowed about it, one after another, 
and passing by, did their homage* with great solemnity, 
the great personagea beginning with great gravity, and 
fatherly countenance, signifying that the king had sent 
them to conduct the ship into a better road." The 
king soon arrived, and was received with a salute of 
great guns, with trumpets sounding, and sach politic 
display of state and strength as Drake linew it was ad- 
visable to exhibit. He and his suite were " passing 
well contented with the presents which were made themj 
and taking his leave, as the ship anchored, he promised 
to repeat his visit the nex.t day, and said that providons 
should be supplied." t 

That same night provisions were sent, consisting of 
rice, fowls, " unperfeet and liquid sugar," sugar canes, 
" a fruit which they call figo," cloves, and " meal, 

t HnUujti^ML BiuDey,35a " 
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which they call sogu, made of the lopB of certain trees, 
tasting in the mouth like sour curds, but melting Uke 
sugar, whereof they make certain cakes, which may be 
kept the space of ten years, and yet then good to be 
eaten." But instead of repeating hia visit, as he had 
promised, the king sent his brother on the morrow to 
invite the general ashore, and remain on board as hostage 
for his safe return. The breach of promise made Drake 
" mislike" this invitation, and his whole companyi^utWrly 
refused to let him accept iL Not, however, to express 
any aaspicion, that should it prove needless might justly 
give offence, he sent some of his officers with presents 
in his etead. They were received in great state, in a 
large and fair house, near the castle which this prince 
had taken from the Portugueze, About 1000 persons 
were assembled, among whom were seven ambassadors* 
from different countries. The king came in, after 
awhile, with twelve guards, and under a rich canopy, 
embossed with gold. " From his waist down to the 
ground was all cloth of gold, and the same very rich ; 
his legs were bare, but on his feet were shoes of Cor- 
dovan skin. In the atdre of his head were finely 
wreathed hooped rings of gold ; and about his neck he 
had a chain of perfect gold, the links whereof were great 
and one fold double. On his fingers he had six very fwr 
jewels ; and sitting in his chair of estate, at his right 
hand stood a page with a fan in his hand, breathing 
and gathering the air to the king. The fan was in 
length two feet, and in breadth one, set with eight sap- 
phires, richly embroidered, and knit to a staff three feet 
in length, by which the page did hold and move it," 
No treachery had been intended r the interview ended 
well ; and the English were offered an exclusive trade 

• ■ TuoTutki.lL^en, the old rebllon mti, ind on* Itili»n, Miid "ftHir 
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with Ternale and its numerous dependent isles *, if th^ 
would enter into engagements of amity and commerce 
with him. 

Sultan Baboe, or mare properly Baab-UUah, by whom 
this proposal was made, nas a more politic and poweiAil 
prince than any of the twenty-four Eultana who had 
preceded him in the BOvereignty of those islands. Hia 
father. Sultan Hairun, had been aBsasainated in bia own 
palace by the Portugueie, mutual wrongs and mutual 
intolerance having exaaperated them against each other. 
The history of the Portngueze in the Moluccas, far unlike 
that of the mother-country and its other conquests or 
colonies, may he described as a series of crimes, with 
little to mitigate them, and nothing to redeem the per- 
petrators from abhorrence and execration. t They cut dl8 
body of Hainin in pieces, salted them, and when Baab< 
TJllah offered even to become a Christian if they would 
give him the dishonoured remains of his murdered 
father, they cast them into the lea. Tbs sultan had 
bis revenge, but it was that of a brave and honourable 
man : he besieged them in their fort St. Paulo, com- 
pelled them, by famine, to surrender, received the beys 
in a casket of finely wrought silver, and made the army 
hut themselves upon the beach till opportunity might 
offer of a passage to their own country. A galleon 
arrived ; but those on board r^arded the capitulation 
as so shameful, that they refused to take their coimtry- 
men on board, and there they must have remained, if 
the people of Tidore had not, in hatred to the Ter- 
natans, transported them to their island, and allowed 
them to construct a fortress there ; and though Baab- 
Ullah ptUMied them thither, and defeated them and their 
allies in battle, they maintained themselves there. ^ 
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Thete events occurred ool; six years before Brake's 
sniva], and they explain the readineei with which the 
sultan proposed to enter into an alliance nith the EngliHh. 
Powerful as he then was, he knew that he might pos^ 
sibly one day stand in need of European aid; and in 
the easlem islands the sultans seem always to have been 
merchant princes. But the Enghsh did not yet extend 
their views of commerce bo far, and Drake had not 
come there " to spy the land," even with mercantile 
inlentionB. His first object was to discover the weak- 
ness of Peru ; having succeeded in that, to go round 
the world was not only a point of ambiljon but his best 
way home. 

Among the persons who came on board the Golden 
nind during the six days that she remained at Temate 
was a Chinese, who informed Drake, through an inter- 
preter, that he was related to the fanidy of the reigning 
emperor, but had been uiyuEtly accused of a capit^ 
crime, and was afraid that if it came to trialj innocent 
though he was, he should not be able to make his inno- 
cence appear. He had, therefore, sohcited and ob- 
tained leave to expatriate himself, upon condition that 
if he could bring home any important intelligence, he 
should be allowed to hve in his native country, other- 
wise he must pass his life in exUe. Now, he said, he 
accounted himself a happy man, in that he had seen, 
and spoken with the English, thinking this was a thing 
for which, perhaps, he might find favour in China; and 
he endeavoured to persuade Drake to go thither, not 
doubling but that it would be a means to obtain him. 
advancement and honour. But Drake's business wa* 
to secure bolli the wealth and the glory which he had 
acquired, by returning home with as little delay as pos- 
eible ; and the poor Chinese departed sorrowfully, when 
he found that bis persuasions did not succeed.* 

Having stored himself with provisions, and laid in as 
lai^ a quantity of cloves as convenient stowage could be 
&)und for, Drake sailed on the 9th of November ; and on 
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the llth anchored at a sroall uninhabited island near tbe 
eastern part of Celebes. There he erected tents, in- 
trenched them to be prepared for unwelcome visiters if 
any should arrive, eet up a forgej and repaired the sliip 
carefully. Four weeks were passed in this occupation 
without molestatioii of any kind. They had to provide 
themaelves with water from an adjacent island ; in 
b11 Other respects this was most commodious. It was 
covered " with wood of a large and high growth, 
Rtraight, and without boughs, save only in the head or 
top, whose leaves are not much differing from our broom 
in England. Amongst these trees, night by night, 
through the whole land, did show themselves an infinite 
swarm of fiery worms flying in the air, whose bodies 
being no bigger than our common English flies make 
such a show and light, as if every twig and tree had 
been a burning candle." Such is the exaggerated de- 
scription which one of these adventurers has given of 
a very striking and beautiful sight. " In this place 
breedeth also wonderful store of bats, as big as lai^e 
hens ;" and, better than such ugly poultry, " a kind of 
Cray flsh, of such a size that one was suSdent to satisfy 
four hungry men." These, which seem to be exagge- 
rated in size, were land crabs, and " very good and re- 
storing meat." " They are," says another relator, " as 
far as we could perceive, utter strangers to the sea, 
living always on the land, where they work themselves 
earths ; or ratber they dig huge caves under the roots 
of tiie largest trees, where they lodge by companies to- 
gether.' Soraetimes, when we came to take them, for 
want of other refuge, they would climb into the trees 
to hide thttmHelvea, where we were enforced to follow 

j^f^ From hence they sailed toward the west, and thereby 

12. got entangled among the islands and shoab near the coast 

of Celebes. With the hope of escaping from these, they 

1579. held a southern course; but on the 9th of January, when 

they ^bought themselves in a clear sea, early in the first 
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%atch, the ship running under full sail, with the wind 
large, and blowing moderately fresh, came at once upon 
s rocky shoal, and stuck fast. " Boats were got out to 
examine if an anchor could be placed in any direction, 
by which they might endeavour to draw the ship off 
into deep water ; but at the distance of only a boat's 
length no bottom could he found with all their lines. 
The ship had not become leaky in consequence of 
the shock ; but she remained all night fixed, and an- 
other examination after daylight was as fruitleea as the 
former." There she continued till four in the after- 
noon. The general, " as he had always hitherto 
shown himself courageous, and of a good confidence in 
the mercy and protection of God, so now he continued 
in the same ; and lest he should seem to perish wil- 
fully, both he and his men did their best endeavour to 
save themselves. Those endeavours were all vain ; and 
it was to God's special mercy that they were alone be- 
holden for their preservation, when no human effort 
could avail. In a state which was hopeless, as well as 
helpless, the crew were summoned to prayers ; and 
when that duty was performed they tried what could be 
done by lightening the ship. Three tons of cloves were 
thrown out, eight of the guns, and a quantity of meal 
and pulse ; hut none of the treasure, though that was 
the heaviest part of the cargo.* No visible benefit 
was produced. The ship had grounded on a shelving 

* FulLa ajt otlKTWiie In a moct churKterUtio pmue. !%« BbLp, be 
M)Pi. itruGk twice on ■duuenni tho«l|''kDoeklng tirice it thedoof of 
dsth, which no dwM had ofwiiedUHlhlKltliH. HacllieyMiKk,h*Tinr 
■nuiid loo nuich, uid nt loo Itltle to land m i and water too inack, and 
;M too little to lUI in. Had Qod, who, n the wkw miD nllh, taoldeih the 
wind! in hti Hit, hot Dnened hit little flngn and let out the tmalleU Iriait, 
aeihad undoubtedlr Iweaiwt awar; butiheteblew not anr wind all the 
whilft Then the;, oDiMftTinc arlfht tbat the belt waf to lighten theihto 
WMliMloneetlartbebuitnea ttftbdriinibytiua repentance, bumbM 
tbamatfTea bj ibitlng under the hand of God ; afterward the; received the 
aeBmuBion, dining on Oiilit In the laeraaient, eipeetlDi no other than to 
aop with hhn In bearen. Then ihej cut oot or Uirir ahh tix fleet piecM 
ef ordnance 1 threw oreihoard h miwh wealth ai woold bmli the heart 
•faniier to think antj wHh much lugar, and pack) of ipicei. maklnt ■ 

pr«;en, the beat leieruiuch a diwi lilt Indted, and it plwed Ood that 
Oe Hhid, fccmerlr tbeii mortal enemf, became their rtleni."— S«^ Stelt, 
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rock ; where she lay there was on one side only six feet 
depth at low water, and to float her it required thirteen. 
' The wind blowing freah directly against tbe otlier side, 
kept her upr^t during the time she was left by the tide; 
but when it was nearly at the lowest the wind slackened, 
and the ship losing this prop fell toward the deep 
water : her keel with the shake was freed from the rocks ; 
and, not less to the eurprise than to the Joy of every 
one aboard, she was once more afloat. Thus were they 
delivered at the very time when the dde was least fa- 
TOnrable, and when all efforts were thought useless."* 

" Having suffered many dangers by winds and ehoala," 
Uiey fell in, on the 8th of February, with " the fruit- 
ful island of Barateva," of which they say that, " to 
confess a tmth, since the time that we first set out of 
our own country of England, we happened upon no 
place, Teraate wily excepted, wherein we found more 
comforts, and better means of refreshing." The people 
they found comely, just in dealing, and couileous to 
strangers. From thence they set their course for Java; 
which island, according to them, " was governed by five 
rajahs, living at that time in such unity, as if they bad 
one spirit and one mind." The people, by their account, 
dwelt together as harmoniously as their chiefs. " They 
have a house in every viDage for their common assem. 
bly ; every day they meet twice, men, women, and 
children, bringing with them aueh victuals aa they 
think good; some fruits, some rice boiledt, some 



■uch ■ guide. The account In Hakluyt (p. 74L) iijri, that tliey li|hteiBd 
Ihe ihip ; "mi IbeQ the wind (mi it woe In n noriKnt bj Ihe ^mcuI 

BoiMdaurMikiiuiittieluiiipygil' ^"^ oui ghipoffthe rociu iaiotlie 
•u igihi, u the w liUle i»m(art of ill our hcuu, for whicfa »c e»e God 
■^ch^■ll« and IbBUkiBiaogiatibciiflfll required." 
t Tbei boil tluai lita Id in nnben pot, slide In fonn ot i lunr loaf. 



t Tbei boil tluai lita Id in nnben pot, slide In fonn ot i lu^r lull 
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utrniflinuce^tx^llng^Ailfor'wuer, wherelntoVhey puV their pot • 
ice, bv tucb mtuuK llml thegniini,ii>eUlng,be»ine»tt>ltlM lint,. 
ijr their iwelling, MmpiDg tha liala of the pot, admit no mote *ite 
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bens roasted, some sagu ; having a table made thiee 
&et from the ground, whereon they »et their meat, that 
every person dtting at the table may eat, one rejoicing 
in the company of another." It U a mournful re- 
flection that in proportion as we become acquainted with 
the real condition and character of distant natione, the 
more there is to snbtract from the first favourable opi- 
nion that IB formed of them. 

Here Drake was informed that not far off there were 
ahipa as large aa his own, and he was warned to beware 
of them; though he must previously have known his 
danger as be drew near the Porlugueze aettlements, 
Ihia warning is said to have made bim hasten his de. 
partnre from Java. From thence be steered for the Cape 
of Good Hope, which hie men thought " a most stately 
thing, and die fairest cape they had seen in the whole 
circumference of the earth." They landed on the west 
aide in search of water, and finding no spring must 
have been distressed if they had not providently col- 
lected rain water in good time. They supplied them^. 
selves at Siena Leone, and concluded their proaperouB 
voyage at Plymouth after two years and nearly ten 
months; arriving on Monday by their own reckoning. Sept 
they found that it was Sunday in England, Drake ■ 

immediately repaired to court, and was graciously re- 
ceived there, though the treasure which he brougbl 
home was placed in sequestration, in case it should be 
found necessary to answer such demands as would be 
made for it. Her own right of navigating the ocean in 
all parts Elizabeth firmly asserted to the Spanish ambas- 
Bftdor, and as firmly denied any right which the Spaniard 
laid claim to in the Indies by virtue of tfae pope's grant. 
And though she yielded so far as to pay a considerable 
sum of money to an ostensible procurator of certain 
merchants who claimed it, enough seems to have been 
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retained to make it a'profitable adventure for the captors. 
Drake naa rewarded with such honours as he had well 
deaerved. The queen gave orders that his ship should 
be drawn up in a little creek near Deptford, and there 
preserved sa a monument of the moat memorable voyage 
that the English had ever jet performed. " Having, as it 
were, thus consecrated it, she honoured it and him by 
going on board to partake of a banquet there ; and on that 
occation * Drake knelt to her, and rose up sir Francia. 
The good fortune which had attended the Golden Hind 
on her voyage round the world did not forsake that ship 
when laid up in thia its last harbour. The bridge of 
planks by which the queen and her retinue went on 
board broke under the crowd of people who stationed 
themselves upon it ; about 1 00 persona fell, and yet 
no one suffered any serioua injury .i The ship remained 
at Deptford till it decayed: it was then broken up; 
and from one of its planks a chair was made, and pre- 
sented to the university of Oxford. 

It was, probably, about this time that air Francis 
Assumed the arms of the Drakes of Aah, near Axmin- 
Bier, which, as he was not able to make out his descent 
from that family, was, " in those days, when the court 
of honour was in more honour, a matter not so easily 
digested." Bernard Drake, the representative of that 
&mily, wasa sea-rover hke himself; andinatead of feeling 

» Kt up the AUowlnt 
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tliat the tree of his pedigree would be rendered more 
illiutrious bj haTing the name of sir Francii Drake 

pendant from- it than by any fruit that it had ever 
before borne, resented the assumption angrily ; high 
vords enaued, and he gave sir Francis a blow within 
the verge of the couit : worse consequences might have 
followed had this outrage been offered in any other 
place ; and the queen, it is eaid, not leaving the laws 
to talce cognieance of the offender, terminated the dis- 
pute by bestowing upon sir Francis " a new coat of 
everlasting honour to himself and posterily for ever." 
" The field," says Gwillim*, " is diamond, a fess wavy 
between the two pole stars, Arctic and Antarctic, pearl. 
Such was the worth of this most generous and renowned 
knight, as that his merits do require that his coat- 
armour should be expressed in that selected manner of 
blazoning that is fitting to noble personages, in respect 
of his noble courage and high attempts achieved." The 
crest given him was a ship on a globe, under mff, held 
by a cable with a band out of the clouds, and a wivem 
gides, his wings displayed, and taU nowed (being the 
Drake arms),' hung by the heels in the rigging, — mark- 
ing thereby the queen's displeasure toward the bearer 
of that coat. He, however, according to the tradition 
in bis family, told the queen, with no unbecoming spirit, 
that though she might give his competitor a noblet 
coat of arms than his, she could not give him an an- 
cienter.t Elizabeth's displeasure was but for a time; 
and sparing as she was in the distribution of honours, 
it was not long before she rewarded the services of this 
gentleman, as they well deserved, with knighthood. 

Whether this expedition were justifiable or not upon 
thosa principles by which all Christian states ought to 
hold themselves bound, Drake's conduct in it, as a na- 
vigator and a commander, is entitled to the highest 
praise, ^t has been said of him that he was a willing 
hearer of every man's opinion, but commonly a follower 

* F.SL OLICTS. f PriDM; 



,nn:Hi„Google 



17* NATAL HIBTOBY OF 

of his own, and this is the highest praiie that can he be- 
stowed upon B man go competent to form an opinion 
for himself. The next great enterprise in which he 
was engaged was planued after Elizabeth had openlf en- 
tered into an alliance with die United States. Philip had 
then laid an embargo upon all English ships, goods, 
and Bultjecta in his dominions ; and the queen authorised 
such as sustained loss b; this measure to indemnify 
themselTes by taking and arresting all ships and mer- 
chandise belonging to the sutjjectB of Spain wherever 
they could find ttaem.* Not waiting for the war at her 
own doors, she fitted out an expedition, consisting 
of twenty.five sail of ships and pinnaces. Drake was 
appointed admiral, Martin Fiobishei vice-admiral, Chris> 
topher Carleill, " a man of long experience in the wars 
«B well by sea as land," general of the land forces. The 
15B5. Boldiers and seam'en amounted to S300. They sailed 
from Plymouth on the 14th of September, 1585, for 
the coast of Spain, and after a few days, " for lack of 
tavourable wind," pntin within theisles of Bayona. No 
sooner had part of the fleet anchored than Drake or- 
dered the pinnaces and boats to be manned, got into 
his galley, and rowed toward the town of Bayona, then 
a considerable place, his intent being, says the historian 
of the voyage, " with the favour of the Almighty, U> 
surprise it." They were presently met by a messenger 
from the governor : the communication ended in Drake's 
despatching captain Sampson, one of the two corporals 
of the field, to demand of the governor, first, if there 
were war between Spain and England ; and, secondly, 
why the English merchants and their goods woe em- 
bargoed ? " The governor replied, that he knew of no 
war between the two nations, and it lay not in him to 
make any : the embargo had been the king's pleasure, 
but not with intent to ii^ure any man ; and, in fact, it 
had been tAken off by the king's counter order a week 
■go, to certify which he sent the English merchants titea 
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nndent there. But it was irith do pacific intention that 
duB armament had been set fotth. The troops landed, 
and quartering themselves as well as they could, and 
setting good guard upon evety approach, thought to 
rest themselTes there for the night. Wine, fruit, and 
other refresbmenta were sent from the town to their 
unbidden and unwelcome visitants, as if they had been 
fidends. But about midnight the weather began to 
OTercaBt : it was deemed wiser to repair aboard than 
malte any longer taniance, and before they coold re- 
cover Hk fleet a storm arose ; many of the ships drove 
from their anchorage, some were forced out to sea in 
great peril, and one was driven to England. " The 
extremity of the storm lasted three days." " 

When the fleet had re-asBembled, Carldll was sent 
with part of it " to see what he could do above Vigo." 
He intercepted many boats and caravels, in which the 
inhabitants were removing their property up into the 
country, except one boat, in which were the plate and 
omamenta of the high church. The booty was of little 
value to the captors, yet tlie loBB of the people was com- 
puted at more than 30,000 ducats, the ducat being 5<. 6d. 
The next day Drake joined Carleill in a station above 
the town, chosen " as weU for the more quiet riding of 
his ship as also for the good commodity of watering, 
which the place a%rded full nelL" Meantime the go- 
vernor of Galicia, having collected some 2000 foot and 
800 horse, hastened to this point, and demanded a par- 
ley with the English commander. Drake consented, 
" BO it might be in boats upon the water." Hostages 
were given on both sides ; and an agreement was con- 
cluded that the En^sh " should furnish themaelvM 
with fresh water, to be taken quietly by their own 
people, and with all other such necessaries as the place 
would afibrd, paying ibr the same," This done, the 
fleet sailed for the Canaries, t 

• eta, in HOlDjit, HISSS. f ndd. S96L 
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The pirlieE had r^iarded each other here widt re- 
spect; and humiliating aa it was for the governor of 
such a province to have consented to such an agreement, 
his presence prevented greater evil, the diapoeicion of 
the English Wng to hum and destroy, or to extort a 
ransom aa the price of Iheii forbearance. Great and 
not unreasonable alarm was excited by their appearance. 
Their force was estimated at 5000 troops, with SO 
ahipB, besides many pinnaces and oared shallops : it 
was feared that they were designed for the South Sea; 
and the miechief which they might eSbct upon the 
way was forecast by the marquis of Santa Cmx. Tn 
eighteen days from Bayona, at this season, I>rake might 
sack Madeira, the Canaries, and the Cape deVerds; forty 
days more might carry bim to Rio Janeiro: he might 
take possession of the mouth of that fine harbour, which 
commands the entrance, fortify it, and maintain it by 
leaving a garrison of 500 men there : he might then 
pass the straight, enter the South Sea, and attack Lima. 
The population of that city consisted of 3O0O families, 
but they were neither a warlike people, nor had they 
been trained to arms; and as the place nss open, and 
had no artillery for its defence, the Enghsh might take 
and sack it, and proceed to make themselves masters of 
the land ; in furtherance of which views it was very 
probable that they would get possessioo of Panama. If 
this were not Drake's des^, it might be to sack St. 
Domingo, Puerto Rico, and the coaat of Tierra-Firma 
to Csrthagena and Nombre de Dios, and by way of 
Venta de Cruz attack Panama from that side. The 
Havannah, also, was in great danger, the fortress being 
hut small and weak, The marquis advised, therefore, 
that despatches should he sent off with all possible dili- 
gence to the viceroys and governors in the Indies ; that 
a fleet should be ordered out to sail in pursuit of the 
English, and give them battle; that 1000 Catalonian 
and Genoese s^ors should be distributed in (his fleet, 
and 6000 soldiers levied for it, a greater number being 
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raised, to the end that dioEe nrho were chosen might be 
able men.* 

prskc, meantime, was on his way to die Canariea, 

and made first for the isle of Palma, " with intention," 
aayg Gates, " to have taken our pleasure of that place, 
for the full digesting of many things into onler, and 
the better furnishing our store with such several good 
things, as it affordeth very abundantly." But he com- 
plains " we were forced by the vile sea-gate, which at 
that present fell out, and by the naughtineas of the 
landing-place, being but one, and that under the favour 
of many platforms, well furnished with great ordnance, 
to depart with the receipt of many of their cannon 
shot ; but the only or chief mischief was tiie danger- 
ous aea turge, which at shore all along plainly threat- 
ened the overthrow of any boats as should have 
attempted landing." They then tried the island of 
Hterro, and landed about 1000 men; the inhabitants 
came to them ; and, by means of a young Englishman 
who resided there, represented " their state to be so 
poor, that they were all ready to starve." This poverty 
was their defence j and the expedition, thus a second 
time disappointed, proceeded for the Cape de Verda.i' ' 

Arrived at the principal of those islands, they anchored Nov 
between the towns of Flaya and Santiago. Carleill was ^^ 
landed there wiih 1000 men, marched toward the 
latter place, being the capital, during the n^ht, halted 
at some two miles' distance tiU break of day, and then 
advancing " hard to the walls" saw no enemy to resist 
him, the inhabitants having, at sightof the fleet, fled into 
the interior. Two companies of thirty men each were 
then sent to enter the town, the whole of which, being 
in a valley, was completely seen from the high ground 
on which the troops had arrived ; the great ensign waa 
also sent, " which had nothing on it but the plain Sn.. 
glish cross, to be placed toward the sea, that oui fleet 
might see St- George's cross flourish on the enemy'i 
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fyitrete. Order was given that all the ordnance ihione^- 
ont the town, and upon all the platforma, which were 
above fifty pieces, all reaily charg^, shoald he shot off 
In honour of the queen's rotgesly's coronation day, being 
the 1 7th of November, after die yearly custom of Eng- 
land, which was lo answered again bj all the ships in 
the fleet, being now come near, aa it was strange to 
bear such a thundering noise last so long together." 
The town was in form like a triangle, having cliffa, *' as 
it were, hanging over it," on the east and west ; both 
heighia were fortified, though no attempt had been 
made to defend the works. On the south was (he sea ; 
«nd at the north end the valley, in which tlie town is 
built, becomes so narrow, that it was estimated not to be 
above ten or twelve score over. A stream came down the 
valley, and formed » pond near the sea'side, at which 
the ships were watered with _great ease. Above the 
town tbe valley expanded, and was wholly converted 
Into gardens and orchards. Carleill remained on the 
heights till the deserted town was qnartered out for tbe 
lodging of the whole army ; that done, be took posses, 
sion, and let such sufficient guard in every part that 
there was no cause for soy present fear.* 

Here the English continued a fortnight, finding no 
treasure nor any booty of greater yalue than provisions, 
and " tnuh for the Indian trade." None of the inha- 
bitants came near them, till one day a Fortugucze ap> 
preached with a flag of tmce ; and being received by 
captainB Sampson and Goring, first asked what coun- 
trymen they were, and then put tbe pithy question, 
wiietber there was war between England and Spain f 
Their answer was, that they knew not j but that if he 
would go to the general he could best resolve bim of that 
particular. This he refused, as having no such com- 
mission from the governor. They then told him that 
if the governor desired to take a course for the good of 
the place and the people, " his best way was to present 
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faimwlf unto oor noble and merciful general, iir Francis 
Drate, whereby he might be assiired to find favour both 
for himself and the inhabitants ; otherwise, within three 
days, we should march over the land, and consame with 
fire all inhabited places, and pat to the sword all each 
living souls as we should chance upon." Some cause 
of complaint the English had against the people of thia 
island, for having broken their promise to " old maaier 
WiUism Hawkins of Plymontb," a few years beibre, 
and murdered many of his men ; and to thia they im- 
puted tbe iear which prevented the authorities from 
opening any negotiation, and the inhabitants from hold- 
ing any communication with them. A week after their 
arrival, Drake marched with 6*00 men to a village called 
St. Domingo, twelve miles inland, where he had heard 
that the governor, the bishop, and all the chief inha- 
UtanlB, bad retired : it was deserted before they arrived; 
but when, after waiting awhile, not only to rest them- 
sdves, but to see whether any would come to confer 
with them, they marched back, the islanders showed 
themselves with some force both of horse and foot, 
yet not in such strength as to venture or abide an attack; 
" so in passing some time at gaie with them, it waxed 
Ute brfore the meif reached Santiago." The invaders 
bad expected that either the governor or the bishop, 
whose authority they believed to be great, or the people 
either of town or country, would entreat them to leave ■ 
soiDepartof their needful provision, "or at least to spare 
the dty at their departure ;" that is, they expected that a 
ransom would be offfcred, and they took " great discon- 
tentment and scorn" at a conduct which disappointed 
their hopes. The wisest course that the islanders could 
take with such enemies was thua to disappoint them, it 
being better to suffer any immediate havoc that might 
be made than, by purchasing a respite, to tempt a repe- 
tition of such visits. Bat they provoked the invaders 
by murdering a boy, whom they caught str^gling, and 
by mutilating his body " in a moat brutish and beastly 
manner." In revenge for thia the invaders burnt every 
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house in the town, and every houee which they sawinthrir 
iDCUTBione, except the hospital : that they left uninjured ; 
and there tnd in other places affixed a paper, declaring 
die reason why they had exercised thia vengeance. 
Having thus inflicted upon the islanders all the evil 
they couldj they te-embarked leisurely, but cautiously, 
uid set sail, not having suffered the slightest lose.* 

Unpunished, however, they did not depart ; for 
though, till then, not a man had been lost by sickness, 
there now began among them such mortaUty, that in 
the course of a. few days between 200 and SOO died. 
" The sickness," says Gates, " showed not his infec- 
tion till we were departed thence, and then seized our 
people with extreme hot burning and continual agues, 
whereof very few escaped with hfe, and those for the 
most part not without great alteration and decay of 
their vrits and strength for a long time after. Upon 
some of the dead marks appeared which were taken for 
plague spots. The first land which they made after a 
passage of eighteen days was Dominica : not thinking 
it safe to make any tarriance there, because of the cha- 
racter of the Caribs, tho)^ they exchanged beads and 
such trifies which they had brought from Santiago for 
" great store of tobacco and cassavi bread," they pro- 
ceeded to St. Christopher, which at that time was unin. 
habited, and there spent some days of Christnias, to 
refresh the sick, and to cleanse and air the ships. There 
a counsel was held ; and it was determined that they 
should make for the great island of Hispaniola, " as 
well for that they knew themselves then to be in their 
best strength, as also the rather allured thereunto by 
the glorious fame of the city of St. Domingo, being the 
ancienlest and chief inhabited place in all the tract of 
country thereabouts." 

The city of St. Domingo is the oldest, and wis once 
the most considerable Spanish city in the New World. 
Barlolome Columbus founded it so early as the year 
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1496, and called it Nuevs Isabellaj removing to it the 
inhttbitftnta of the earlier settlement named after the 
queen of CsBCiile. He placed it on the eastern side of 
the river Ozama, where a copious fountain supplied it 
with good water, that of the river being salt or brackish 
for some leagues up. The first habitations were hasdly 
constructed with wood and reeds, and were nearly de- 
stroyed in 1502 by a hurricane. Shortly afterwards 
Ovandoremovedit to the opposite side of the Ozama. In 
the first years of the conquest a city was moved almost 
u easily as a camp ; and such removals were sometimes 
made with no worthier motive than the desire of a new 
governor to gain reputation at the expense of his pre- 
decessors. By this motive Ovando is thought to have 
been influenced • when he abandoned a well-chosen and 
commodious site for one which was exposed to morning 
fc^, and where fresh water was wanting. That want 
he meant t« supply by bringing an aqueduct from the 
liver Haina ; and the foundations of the city were laid 
by bim in a manner and upon a scale worthy of the 
Spaniards in their best days. In the next generation 
it was said, that, space for space, no city in the mother- 
country was bett«r built, Barcelona alone excepted ; 
that the emperor Charles V. was often lodged in Spain 
in worse houses than were to be found in this capital; 
that the palace of the viceroy, DiegO Columbus, far 
exceeded that of any subject in Spain ; and that the 
streets having been built, according to a regular plan. 
Upon convenient ground, and laid out by cord and com- 
pass, excelled those of any other place that its earliest 
historian Oviedo bad ever seen.t The first cross which 
Columbus — in evil hour fbr the Indians — planted 

• Ovifdo, 1 31. Oibi'S. 1 10.) Yet, in in arlirr jmit of bii m«t Tilu- 
■Me ttock (Ml a. CIS f.l3.), Oiiedn wm thai the rounditlDni wen not 

irtKng to dlini ^the'cuta^ilallni, lod^E lodiane vho were tettled on 
ttaitildeorthe riT«. "Thecil]- wHaUed St. Domingo," be u;>," not no^ 
bccvuH the ideLantiulo ume lo found it oa ■ Guaiar U>o™<>f<i)i whlcd 
Suiidi^ mlto wu SL Domlngo'i AAy. but, moreoveTi becaa-e hii ^tliar'i 
name irai DomoDtCD ^ e» tu manrvia el Jto liamo Siutcto Domingo 4 ett* 

t Hiiloil<,KatunletOe«nl,C31. Somiurlo (In Ranudo, UL ML). 
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on the iBland wag preserved in the cnthedrttl, enclosed in 
n direr cue, richly inlaid, and secured id b tabernacle 
with three lockB, die keys of which ivere kept by three 
of the d^;nitariea of the eharch. To that cadiedra], 
aUo, the remains of Columbua, pursuant to bis will, were 
translated from Seville, and there they rested on the i%ht 
of the high altar till, upon the seandalaas cession ta 
Prance of the Spanish part of Hispaniola, the brazen coffin 
wherein thejr were depouted was removed to the Ha- 
vannah by the direction of his representative the duque 
de Veragua, who, on that occsaion, manifested a feel- 
ing in which the miserable Charles IV. and his pro- 
fligate ministers were wanting.* 

Proceeding with the determination of attuking this 
city, and not knowing how greatly it was fallen from its 
high estate, Drake came up with a small frigate, on the 
way, bound for the same port ; and having " duly ex- 
amined the crew, learnt from them that it was a barred 
harbour, commanded by a strong castie ; but that, about 
two miles to the westward of it, there was a convenient 
landing place," to which one of the men offered to pilot 
him. The troops, accordingly, embarked in pinnaces 
and boats, — Drake going in his namesake, the bark 
Francis, as admiral : thus they lay all night at sea, 
bearing small sail ; and on the morrow, being new 
year's day, safelyt disembarked about daybreak. Having 
teen them landed, Drake returned to the fleet, " be- 
queathing tbem to God and the good conduct of 
master Carleill." About noon they approached the 
city, from wheuee some 150 brave horse h^an to 
present themselves. But the invaders played upon than 
with small shot, and supported that fire " with good 
proportion of pikes in all parts;" and the Spaniards, 
having viewed the very superior force which threatened 
diem all round, found it necessary to let them pro- 
ceed toward dte two aea-ward gates : both gates wen 
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unnned, tnd ordnance planted there, and some troop* 
of sinaU shot in ambuscade by the wayside. Carldll 
divided his force, consisting of some 1900 men, into 
two bodies, giving captun Poirell the command of one: 
diey were to enter both gates at the same time; and he 
Ewoie to Powell, " that, with God's good favour, be 
would not rest till they met in the market place."* 

The artillery was discharged with some efiect, though 
not much : the first man that fell was very new CarleiU, 
who " began forthwith to advance holt his voice of 
encouragement and pice of matching," hastening all 
be coutd to prevent the Spaniards from reloading Iheir 
guns; and, notwithstanding the ambuscaiie, his men 
" marched, or rather ran, so roundly into them, that 
pell-meU they entered the gstes, and gave them more 
care every man to save himadf by flight than reason to 
stand any longer to their broken defence." Forthwith 
the victorious adventurers made their way to the Plaza 
Mayor, or market place ; " a place of very fair, spa- 
cious, square ground:" there Powell, with the other 
detachment, met them. They strengthened it and its 
avenues with barricadoes, and secured themselves there 
as the most convenient pomtion,thinking the city "fartoa 
spacious for so small and weary a troop to undertake to 
guard. Tbe castle wtn abandoned that night; some of 
the garrison being made prisoners', and others fleeing^ 
by the help of Imata, to die other side of the haven, 
and so into the country. Next day, the English quar- 
tered a little more at large, but not into the half part of 
the town ; and so, maldng substantial trenches, and 
planting all the ordnance that each part was cotto- 
■pondent to other," diey beU the town a montli.t 

It was a great marvel and no less disappointment both 
to the adventurers and the slee^nng partners of the con- 
cern, that such a famous and goodly built city, so weU 
inhaUted of gallant people, should afford no greater 
riches than was found there ; ier at that time it WM 

• HOloA 5X. f Ibid. Ma 
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not undentood, in England, that, as the conquests on 
the main becamo of more importunce, His[lsniola had 
declined ; and that ita native population had been con- 
Bumed, and, consequently, that its mines had ceased to 
be productive. The colonists had opened a surer soince 
of proHperity in the cultivation of their fertile soil ; but 
gold and silver money had disappeared (as at this time 
in Brazil)] the only currency which waa found was 
in copper, and that in great quantity. " We found 
here," says Catea, " great store of slrong wine, sweet 
oil, vinegar, olives, and other such like provisions, ex- 
cellent wheat meal, packed up in wine pipes and other 
casks, and other commodities, as woollen and linen cloth, 
and some silks ; all which were brought out of Spain, 
and served us for great relief. (Good store of brave 
apparel our soldiers also found for their relief.) There 
was but little plate, or vessel of silver, in comparison of 
the great pride in other things of this town ; because, 
in these hot countries, they use much of those earthen 
dishes, finely painted or varnlBhed, which they call por- 
cellana, which is had out of the East India ; and for 
their drinking they use glasses alb^ether, whereof they 
make excellent, good and fair, in the same place. But 
yet some plate we found, and many other good things, 
as their household garniture, very gallant and rich, 
which had cost them dear, although unto us they were 
of small importance." • 

The Spaniards here were more ready, to treat t for 
the ransom of their city than the Portugneze had been 
in the Cape de Verds. * There was, in the gallery of tlie 
governor's palace, " painted, in a very large scutcheon, 
the arms of the king of Spain ; and in the lower part 
of the scutcheon a terrestrial globe, whereon a horse 
was represented as in the act of leaping from it, with a 

* Hikluit, S41. 
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scroll proceeding ^om bia mouth, and displaying these 
words, Non mfficit orbis, — The world sufficeth not." 
The invaders, who looked upon thU " as a very notable 
mark and token of the uneatiable ambition of the 
Spanish Idng and nation," could not refrain from point- 
ing it out to the Spaniards who came to negotiate with 
them, nor Arom sarcastically enquiring what was in- 
tended by such a device ; at which they " would shake 
their heads, and turn aside their countenance in some 
smiling sort, without answering any thing, as greatly 
ashamed thereof. For by some of our company," says 
Cates, " it was told them, that if the queen of England 
would resolutely prosecute the war against the king of 
Spain, he should be forced to lay aside that proud and 
unreasonable reaching vein of hia,'for he should find 
more than enough to do to keep that which he had al- 
■ ready, as by the present example of their lost town they 
might, for a beginning, perceive well enough." • 

This was in no (commendable spirit of bravery ; and 
the enmity with which the Spaniards and English then 
regarded each other needed nothing to exasperate iL 
Drake had sent out a negro boy, with a white Sag : 
there could be no mistake concerning it, for the same 
flog was used, in like manner, by the Spaniards them- 
selves ; but some of their officers fell in with the bearer 
and ran him through the body with a horseman's spear 
The poor boy returned to the general, wounded as he 
was, told his story, and died in hia presence. Upon 
this Drake, " being greatly passioned," ordered the 
provost marshal to take two friars, who werf among his 
prisoners, under a guard, to the place where the boy 
had been hurt, and there hang them both. Anodier 
Spaniard he set at Uberty to declare to the authorities 
wherefore this execution was done ; and to tell them, 
farther, that until the party, who had thus murdered his 
messenger, were delivered into his hands for condign 
(Uniihment, there should no day pass wherein ther* 

•H>Ug)t,«tD. 
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dwold not two priaonera be hanged, milU all who were 
in his hands were consumed. This terrible message, 
and the dreadful proof which had been given of Drake's 
determination to carry hie words into effect, made them 
send Che offender, on the following day, to be deUvered 
into his hands ; " but it was thought a more honourable 
revenge to make thera there, in 14s sight, poform the 
execution ihemselvea ;" and this was done. • 

The treaty concerning the ransom proceeded slowly, 
and, " upon disagreements," the inTaders still spent the 
early mornings in firing the houses without their in- 
trenchment ; and they found it " no small travail to 
niin them ; being very magnificently built of stone, 
with high lofts." For many successive days, SOO sailors, 
&om daybreak till nine o'clock, when the heat began, 
did nothing but labour to Are these housea ; the same 
number of troops being drawn out to protect them 
during this work of devastation. " Yet," says Gates, 
" did we not, and could not, consume so much ss one 
third part of the town ; and so in the end, — what 
wearied with firing, and what hastened by some other 
respects, — we were contented to accept of 25,000 
ducats, of 5a. 6d. each, for the ransom of the reBt."t 

The expedition then stood over to the main, and kept 
along the coast till they came in si^t of Carthagena. 
That dty, which was ^en the principal fortress in all 
that country, and contained about 450 families, was built 
Upon a sandy peninsula, formed by the sea on one side, 
and on die other by a great lake, which communicates 
with the harbour. The mouth of the harbour lay some 
three miles westward of the town, and the fleet entered, 
about three in the afternoon, without any resistance, or 
meeting with any impediment. Jn the evening. Car-. 
leill landed, toward the harbour mouth ; the plan being 
that the land forces should advance about midnight, 
" ai easily as foot might fall," along the sea-wash of 
the shore, while the fleet drew the attention of tha 
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Spaniards by a false attack npon ■ little fort at the en. 
trauce of the inner haven. When the troops were within 
two miles of the town, some hundred horsemen fell in with 
them, but the ground being bushy, even to the water-side, 
was unfavourable for these enemies, and upon the first 
volley the; turned about, and hastened badi to give the 
alarm. At the same time the Ei^Jish beard a firing in 
the harbour, where, if any thing more than a feint was 
intended, nothing was done : the place was strong, and 
a chain drawn across the narrow entrance; but little or 
no harm was received. The troops, meantime, advanced 
till they cune to tlie neck of the peninsula, about half a 
mile frtmi the town. The strait was about fifty pacea 
over ; " fortified clean across with a stone wall, well 
and orderly built, with flanking in every part, and a 
ditcb." There was only so much space left as might 
serve for ordinary passage ; but this opening was now 
fortified with a good barricade' of barrels " filled with 
earth, full and thick, as they might stand on end one by 
(mother ; some part of them standing even in the main 
sea. This place of strength was furnished with six 
great pieces, demi-culverina and rakera, which shot 
direcdy in front upon the assailanta; and without the 
wall, on the inner side of the strait, they had brought 
two great galleys, with their prows to the shore, and 
eleven pieces of ordnanee, thus flanking the approadi. 
On board these the Bngliah estimated that there weie 
from 300 to 400 harquebussiers, and, to defend the 
barricado, 300 shot and pikea."* 

The Spaniards being thus ready to receive their sturdy 
visiters, spared not their shot ; but they expended moat 
of it in vain ; for they were too eager to wait till they 
could see die enemy ; and while they fired in the dark- 
neia, Carleill advanced along the lowest ground, close to 
the wata's e<^, where the tide, loo, had somewhat fallen. 
He had ordered his men not to fire till they should come 
to the waU^de; m, " widt pikea roundly together," 

* BtiiB.jt,sU. 
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they Approached, and fiDding the bamcado of barrels, 
Btrongly as it wu manned, the best place where to make 
their assault, they assailed iL " Down went die butts 
of earth, and pell-mell came oui swords snd pikes to- 
gether, after our shot had given their first sollej, even 
at the enemies' nose." The English pikes were some- 
what longer than theirs, and the English Were also 
better armed, for very few of the Spaniards wore any 
defensive armour : this want, and the disadvantage of 
tlieir pikes, was felt when it came thus to tbepuah. Their 
standard-bearer, fighting manfully to the last, fell bj 
Csrleill's hands; they gave way; and the assailants, 
giving them no. time to breathe, followed them into 
the town. At every street's end they had raised bar- 
ricadoes of earth-work, with trenches in front, which 
were better made than defended ; die little resistance 
which they attempted there being soon overcome, with 
trifling loss. They had stationed many Indian archers 
" in comers of advant^e, with their arrows most villain- 
ously empoisoned ; so that if they did but break the skin, 
the party so touched, unless it were by great marvell, 
died." Somewerelikewise"miBchieTed to death by small 
Bdcka, sharply pointed, of a foot and a half long, fixed 
in the ground, with the points poisoned, right in the 
way from the place where they landed toward the 
town; but by keepii^ the shore, the invaders escaped 
the greater part of these." The chief commander of the 
Spaniard! was woanded and taken by captain Goring ; 
and when the English had established themselves in 
the market-place no farther opposition was attempted, 
the Spaniards retiring into ihe interior, whither they 
had prevuMisly removed their families and their treasure. 
They bad been warned of their danger twenty days 
before, and had employed the time diligently in pie- 
paring both for defence and for the consequences of 
defeat* 

JUving taken the city, the adventorera pursued the 



<i„Google 



riUKE AT CABTHASENA. 189 

same courge as at St. Domingo ; and thoi^h, " npon 
disconietitmentB, otid for want of agreeing in the firet ne- 
gotiadoDS for a ranaom, the; touched the town in its out- 
parts, and consumed much with fire," yet some of the hu.* 
manitiesofwar were observed here. "There pa&eed divers 
courtesiesj" iays Catea, "between U8 and the SpaniardBjBB 
feasting and using them with all liindneas and favom' ;" 
■o that the governor and the hishop, and divers other gen- 
tlemen of the better sort, came to visit the general. One 
day the centinel on the church tower descried two small 
harks standing in for the harbour ; upon which captains 
Moon and Vamey embarked, with a party of sailors, 
in two pinnaces, thinking to take them before the; came 
so near the shore as to be apprised, by signals, thai the 
town was in possession of an enemy. The alann, 
however, was given in time ; the barks ran ashore ; the 
men hid themselves among the bushes, where they were 
presently joined by those who had made signals to them, 
and from thence fired upon the English, who, without 
any regard of danger, had boarded the vessels, and were 
" standing all open in them." Vamey was killed by this, 
dischai^e, and some five or ax others mortally wounded, 
captain Moon among them, who was the same person 
that struck the first blow at a Spaniard in the South 
Sea.' 

This was the only loss which the Enghsh sustained 
from the enemy while they occupied Carthagena; but 
the disease which they had brought with them from the 
Cape de Verds still continued; and, though its ravages 
were not so great as at the first, it reduced their num- 
bers, and, in a still greater degree, their strength ; few 
or none of those who escaped with life remaining fit 
for service.t In consequence of this mortality, Drake 
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eomolted bii luid captalna what course they thought 
moat expedienl now to be andertaken. The first quea. 
tion proposed to them vu touching the keeping of the 
toim against the present force of the enem;, or that which 
might come out tiojn Spain. Upon thui their opinion 
was, that, though they had not above 700 men who 
could answer present service, the residue (some 150) 
being altogether unable to stand them in anj stead ; yet, 
bdng Tictnalled and munitioned, they might well keep 
the town. Bnt it wag for the sea captains, they said, 
to give their reaolution how they would undertake the 
•afety and service of the ships npon the arrival of any 
Spanish fleet. 

The second point was, " whether it were meet to go 
presently homeward, or make farther trial of their for- 
tune, thereby to seek after that bountiful mass of trea- 
sure, for recompense of their travails, which was 
generally expected at tiieir coming forth from England." 
To this they replied, " that it was well known how 
they, both officers and Boldiera, had entered into this 
action as voluntary men, withoat any imprest or gage 
fiom her ra^eaty, or any body else ; and that, hitherto, 
they had discharged the parts of honest men ; for, hj 
die great blessing and favour of their good God, they 
had taken three notable towns, wherein all men thought 
very great treasures would have been found : for San- 
tiago was the chief city of all the islands and traffic 
thereabouts ; St. Domingo was the chief city of Hispa. 
niola, and the head government not only of that island, 
bnt of Cuba, and all the islands about it, and all such 
inbabitationB of the firm land as were next unto it, — 
B place, too, magnificently built, and which entertained 
great trade of merchani^se ; lastly, this city of Car- 
tbagena, which could not be denied to be one of dte 
diief place* of most especial importance to the Spaniards 
of all on this side the West India. All these cities, 
with the goods and prisoners taken in them, and the 
nnsoms of them all put tt^ther, were found far abort 
t* wtiafy the expectations which, by the generality of 
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the euterprisera, wm Snt conceived. They conBidered 
the glendemesa of the strength to which they were re- 
duced ; as well in respect of the small Dumber of able 
bodies, as not a little in legard of the Black disposidon 
of the greater part of those which remaioed, verj many 
of the better minds and men being either consumed by 
death or weakened by sickness and hurts. And, lastly, 
seeing that no enterprise was laid down convenient to * 
be undertaken with their reduced strength, and wilhall 
of such certain likelihood as might, with God's good 
success, which it might please him to bestow, promise 
to yield them any sufficient contentment, they concluded 
that it was better to hold sure the honour already 
gotten, and return with it to their gracious sovereign 
and country, from whence," said they, " if it shall 
please her m^eAy to set us forth again, with her orderly 
means and entertainment, we are most ready and willing 
to go tbrongh any thing that the uttermost of our 
strength and endeavour shall be ahle to reach onto: 
hut, therewithal!, we do advise and protest, that it is fat 
from our thoughts either to refuse, or so much as seem 
to be weary of any thing which for the present shall be 
farther required or directed to be done by ua from OUT 
general." ■ 

Being thus convinced that, in all prudence, tbey must 
^re over the intended enterprise against Nombre de Dioa, 
and so overland to Panama, where they " should have 
stricken the stroke for the treasure and full recompense 
of their tedious travuls," they took into consideration 
the third and last point, which was touching the ransom of 
thedty. Theirdemandhadbeen lOO.QOW.: anofifarhad 
been made of £7,0001. or 38,000^, and they tbouj^t it 
better to accept ihis than to break off by standing upon 
the first demand, " which," said they, " seems a matter 
impossible for the present to be performed by them ; 
and, to say truth, we may now, with much honour 
and reputation, better be satisfied with that sum offered 

~^ ' ■ HaUort, »!, 644. 
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by them at first {if they will now be contented to give 
it) than we might at that time with a great deal more, 
inasmuch as we have taken our full pleasure, both in the 
uttermost sacking and spoiling of all their household 
goods and merchandise, as also, in thai we have con- 
sumed and ruined a great part of their town with fire." 
Farther, they considered that there were in that voyage 
a great many poor men who had ventured their lives, 
and divers of them spent their apparel and such 
other little provision as their small means enahled them 
to prepare ; " which being done upon such good and al- 
]owahle intention as this action carried with it against 
the Spaniard, our greatest and most dangerous enemy, 
so (said they) we cannot but have an inward regard to 
help toward the satisfaction of this their expectation, 
and by procuring them some little benefit to encourage 
them, and to nourish this ready and willing disposition 
both in them and in others by their example, against 
any other time of like occasion. But because it may 
be supposed that herein we forget not the private benefit 
of ourselves, and are thereby the rather moved to in- 
cline ourselves to this composition, we declare hereby, 
that what part or portion soever it he of tliia ransom for 
Carthagena, which should come unto uh, we do freely 
give and bestow the same wholly upon the poor men 
who have remained with us in the voyage, meaning as 
well the sailor as the soldier, and wishing with all out 
hearts it were such, or so much, as might seem a mif- 
ficient reward for their painful endeavour."* 

This paper was signed by Carleill as lieutenant-ge- 
neral, and by all the land captuns ; and conformably 
to their opinion, a ransom of 110,000 ducats was ac- 
cepted. Carthagena, though not half the size of St. 
Domingo, yielded so much larger a sum, because its 
harbour and its position rendered it a most important 
place, and it was inhabited by rich merchants ; whereaB 
St. Domingo was chiefly inhabited by lawyers and - 
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" brave gentlemen," being the seat of tbat court before 
which all appeah were brought Avm the islnndB and 
from the neighbouring mun. The officen had dealt 
generouslj towards their own people in the afiair of 
thia ransom ; but in dieir subsequent conduct toward 
the Spaniards they cannot be held free from r^roach : 
for after they bad received the money, and evacuated 
the town, they Ntationed some of their soldiers in the 
convent of St. Francisco, which was a little way off on 
the harbour aide, and told the Spaniards that neither 
that building nor a block-house at the mouth of the 
inner harbour were included in the compositioD : thus 
they extorted for the convent another thousand crowns, 
and demanded as much more for the block-house ; the 
townsmen declared that they were not able to pay them, 
" having stretched themselves to the utmost of their 
power; and Drake, therefore, undermined the fort, and 
blew it up,"* 

They sailed from Carthagena on the last of March, 
and after two or three days put back; a great ahip 
which they had taken st St. Domingo, and laden with 
ordnance, hides, and other spoU, having sprung so 
great a leak, ^lat she was hardly kept from foundering. 
Several days were spent in distributing the cargo of 
this vessel among the other ships : fhea they departed 
once more; and on the 27tb of April reached Cape St. 
Antonio, the westernmost part of Cuba. Failing to 
find fresh water there, they made for Matanzss, which 
is to the east of the Uavannah. But in the course of a 
fortnight, through lack of favourable weather, they were 
brought again toCapeStAutonio. By this time their want 
of water was such, that they made more careful search, 
and found in sufficient quantity what they auppoaed to 
be rain water newly fallen and collected in pita made 
in marshy ground, lome 300 paces from die shore. 
" Here," says Cates, " I do vrrong if I should forget the 
good example of the general, who, to encourage others. 
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and to btsten the g«ttmg water aboard, took no kn 
paini htraself than die meanest. Throughout the ex- 
pedition, indeed, he bad everf where shown so vigilant 
a care and foresight io the good ordering of his fleets 
accompanied with such wonderful triTail of body, that, 
doubtleu, had he been the meanest person, as he was 
the chiefest, he had deserved the first place of honour. 
And DO less happ7 do we account him for being asso- 
ciated with maatn Carleill hia lieutenant-general, ij 
whose experience, pnident counsel, and gallant per- 
formance, he achieved so many and happy enterprises, 
and by whom also he was very greatly assiaCed in set- 
ting down the needful orders, laws, and course of jus- 
tice, and the due administration of the same upon all 
occasitHis." No difference of any kind, indeed, seems to 
have occurred between Drake and any of his officers 
during this expedition. From thence they made for 
the coast of Florida, not touching any where, but keep- 
ing the shore in sight, till on the 28lh of May they de- 
acried a scaffold raised upon four high masts, for a look- 
out to the seaward. Upon this Drake manned the 
pinnaces and landed, " to see what place the enemy held 
there, no one in the armament having any knowledge 
of it," • 

Having marched about a mile up the river St. Au- 
gustine, they saw the fort of San Juan de Finos on the 
opposite side, newly erected by iIm Spaniards, and not 
yet compleled. Carleill would fain have crossed with 
four con^ames, and intrenched himself so near the 
fort as to play upon it with his muskets, till a battery 
could be planted ; but, because the sailors were not at 
band to make trenches at this time, the intention was 
abandoned. Not to be inactive, however, he crossed 
during the n^t with a few chosen men in a small skiff, 
to espy what guard the enemy kept, and to explore the 
ground. Though he did this as covertly as might be, 
the Spaniards took the ^arm ; and supposing that the 
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wfatde force wu approactting to the asaault fired off 
srane of their pieces, and then with ail apeed abandoned 
the work, and made the beet of their way to the dtj 
(so called) of St. Augustine, where there was a gtz- 
liaon of 150 men. CarteiU returned, Icnowii^ no^ng 
of their flight. Me was presently followed by a Prent^ 
flfer, who, having been prisoner in the fort, gladly 
seized the oppntnnity to escape, and came over the 
river in a small boat, playing " the tune of the prince 
of Orange's song." When the guard called out to him, 
he told them who he naa and what had happened, and 
offered either to remain in the hands of the English, or 
return Co the fort with those who chose to belieTe him 
and go thither. There was no reason to doubt his tale : 
both Drake and Csrleill crossed forthwith with as miuiy 
boats as were at hand, leaving orders for tlie real to 
follow. A few Spaniards " balder dian the rest," had re- 
mained after their companimiB, and fired two guns at 
them ; but on shore the English went, and entered the 
place without finding any man there. When Ae day 
appeared, they saw that it was built entirely of timber, 
" the walls being none other than whole masts or bodies 
of trees set upright, and close ti^ther in manner of > 
p^." The ditch had not yet been made, nor was the 
work in other respects finished ; " so as to say Ae 
tmth, the* Spaniards had no reason to keep it, being 
subject both to fire and easy assault. There were four- 
teen great pieces of brass ordnance planted tm a platform, 
which was constructed of large pine trees, laid across, 
one on another, and some Ultle earth between. The 
garrison, who were 150 in number, had retired in 
such haste, that they left behind them the treaeiu'e 
chest containing about 2000i."» 

Drake, no donbt, felt some satisfaction when he kunt 
from the Frenchman that the governor of Florida, at 
this time, was D. Pedro Menendez, marques de Aviles, 
n^hew of that Menendez whom he erroneously sup- 

■ KaklUTt. Oaliriel de Cudenu, Enula Chnnoloclco i li HIMdiU 
de Florid^ 16], Its. 
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posed to have been the general of the fleet by which 
HawldnB had been bo treacheroUBly attacked at St. 
Juan de Ulloa, and from which he had at that time 
himself so narrowlf escaped. An opportunity for 
taking Tengesnce upon one nearly related to the 
imagined offender seemed now to be afforded him, and 
he would, without delay, have marched to attaclc the 
adelantado in his capit&l, the city of St. Augustine, if 
the march had been practicable ; but, by reason of 
riven and broken ground between the two places, it 
was necessary again to embark in the pinnaces and 
ascend the great river. When they landed, as it ap- 
pears not far from the city, some of (he Spaniuds 
showed themselves, fired a few shot, and presently 
withdrew. They were pursued, and the sei^ant- 
mtgor, Anthony Powell, leaping upon one of their 
horses which they had left, advanced rashly beyond his 
company in pursuit, over ground which was overgrown 
with a species of high grass: seeing this, 'a Spaniard 
laid wait for him, and shot him through the head ; and 
before any could come to his rescue his body bod been 
pierced with many wounds, as if in insult and hatred. 
He was much lamented, " being in very deed an honest, 
wise gentleman, and a soldier of good experience, and 
of as great courage as any man might be." This was 
the only loss that the English experienced in their de- 
scent. The adelantado had pnidendy withdrawn in 
time to ctdlect the whole of his forces at St. Matheo, 
and the city was left without a single inhabitant. It is 
described as being then a prosperous settlement, with 
its council-house, church, and other ediflcea and gardens 
all round about, aU which were burnt and laid waste 
by the invaders in vengeance.* 

About twelve leagues to the north, the Spaniards had 
another settlement called St. Helena, with a garrison of 
equal force, maintained " foi no other purpose than to 
keep all other nationa from inhabiting any part of all 

• ibtODTtiMT. cudcDu, lea 
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that CMBt," — a purpose deemed as importaDt by diem 
as it was judged to be arrogant and unreaumable 
by the English. It was KsolTed, " in full assembly 
of captains," to attack this place also, and from thence 
proceed in search of Rale^'s recently planted colony 
in Virginia. But when they came opposite St. Helena, 
the shoals were found too dangerous for them to at^ 
tempt an entrance without a pilot, and under nnfavour- 
able circumstances of wind and weather. Abandoning, 
therefore, this design, they kept coasting on till, on 
the 9th of June, " upon sight of one special great fire," 
Drake sent his skiff to shore, and found, u be bad 
hoped, some of his countrymen there, by whose di- 
rection be reached the place which they made their port, 
and wrote from thence to theii governor, master Ralph 
Lane, who was then in his fart at Boanoak. On the 
morrow. Lane came with some of his compsny, and 
Drake, nnderetanding the state of their afiairs, liberally 
proposed, with the consent of his captains, to leave them 
a ship, a pinnace, boats, men, and a month's provision. 
for prosecuting their discovery of the country and 
coasts, and sb much more provision as might suffice 
for their voyage home, if, at the month's end, they 
thought good to return; or, if they were satisfied that 
they had already sufficiently explored the land, he 
ofibred them all a passage, being 103 persons. They 
thankfully accepted the first of these proposals, and 
a ship was delivered to them ; but, before the pro- 
vidons could be put on board, a storm came, to the 
great danger of the whole fleet, while some of the ships 
being of too great draught to enter the harbour, were at 
anchor in a wild road, about two miles from shore. 
Many cables parted, many anchors were lost; and some 
vessds, which had lost all, w»e driven out to sea, end 
never again joined company till they met in England : 
that which ihould have been left with the colony was 
one. Drake, notwithstanding the loss which had been 
dius sustained, offered them another ship, hut one 
which, being considerably larger, was not so well suited 
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to their porposea. For this reason, nnd because no 
■man part of hia Btores, and Honie of die penona on 
whose services most leliance had been placed, were in 
the ship of whidi he had been thus deprived. Lane, 
and those with whom he adTised, thought the (Hily 
course that remained tor &em was to accept the prof- 
fered pBBBage, SB a proTidential deliTerance, " by the 
▼erj hand <rf God, as it seemed, stretched out to take 
them thence." Tbey were taken on board ; and, after a 
passage of thirty days, the fleet in good safety arrived 
St Portsmouth.* 

The booty obtained in this expedition was valued at 
G0,000l., " whereof the companies which travelled in 
the voyage were to have SO,0(XW., the adventorers the 
other forty ; and of the 30,00(M. It was computed that 
some six pounds would come to a single share : " 
2 W pieces of artillery, the far greater number brass, w^e 
part of the spoil. The loss of men in the voyage 
amounted to abont 750, — three parts of tbem by sick- 
ness. It is said that tobacco was firstf brought into 
England by the men who returned from Virginia with 
Drake at this time. The expedition was more credit- 
able to the resolation with which it wb« conducted than 
to the councUs wher^n it was concerted. Little hurt 
was done to the king of Spain, who was rather awak- 
ened than weobened by it, but great and cruel injury 
was inflicted npon individuals ; they were thereby made 
to bate the English, not as heretics only, but as a peo- 
ple who were the vikingar of the age ; and the Spanish 
government received a lesson which tanght it the ne- 
cesuty of fortifying its distant ports, and increasing its 
maritime sbrei^th.lt Drake, however, sufl^ed no loss 
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of npotation in this TOfage : be had bravely and ably 
executed the service on which he waa seat, overctHning 
the enemy every where, uid yielding on]y to an evU 
against which Uie skill of man was of u little avail as 
bis strength. When, therefore, Elizabeth, in the year 
1587, was asnired that preparationt were making npon 
ft great scale in the Spanish ports, for the invasion of 
England, and thought it wiser to prevent the danger 
than wait for it, she appointed Drake to command the 
fleet which was equipped with that intent. It con- 
sisted of four ahipe of the navy royal, namely, the 
SoDaventnra, in which he went as general ; the Lion, 
captain William Borough, who waa comptroller of the 
navy ; the Dreadnought, captain Thomas Venner ; and 
the Rainbow, captain Henry Bellingham ; to these two 
of the queen's pinnaces were " appointed as hand- 
maids." Certun tall ships of the dty of London were 
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added, and the wbole armament amounted to aome 

thirty aail,* 

Sailing from Plymouth early in April, they met on 
the l6th, in latitude 40°, two Middleburg shipB coming 
from Cadiz, from whom they learnt that great store of 
warlike provision had heen collected in that and the ad- 
jacent ports, ready for transport to Lisbon. For Cadiz, 
therefore, Drake made irith all pouible speed, and on 
the 19th entered the road. Sixty ships and many 
other small vessels were lying there, little expecting 
snch an attack, and yet not unprepared for defence, 
having the fortresses to protect them, and also some 
galleys. Six of these vessels assailed the invaders in 
frontof the town, but were soon compelled to retire under 
the fortress, Two from St. Mary's, and two from 
Puerto Real, came boldly to the fight and shot freely, 
" but alti^ther in vain," so that they hastened back with 
no little loss. A great Raguean ship of 1000 tons, 
carrying 40 guna, and very richly laden, wag sunk early in 
the action. Before night Drake was master of the road, 
and there he continued till the morning of the SIst, 
with BO Uttle loss as to be thought at the time " not worth 
mentioning;" with litde ease, "hy reason of their con- 
tinual shooting from the galleys, die fortresses, and the 
shore, where continually at convenient places they 
planted new ordnance;" but also with no little triumph, 
for never was daring service more resolutely performed. 
Drake had tvro oljecta in view, which were not very com- 
patible at this time, to sink, bum, and destroy for the 
pubhc good ; and, on the other hand, to secure as mudt 
as he could for the benefit of the merchant adventurers, 
who bore by much the larger part in this adventure. 
The labour which lay upon the sailors day and nigbt 
during the six-aitd-thirty hours after the action, in dis- 
charging the stores trom their prizes, was so great, that 
it was a pleasant dgfat to them when the Spaniards set 
fire to the ships which they could no longer defend ; 

• HOluit, U. put U. ISl. 
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tilDiigh the greatest danger to whidi the eonqaeroTS were 
exposed was when the ships, thus fired, were drifted U>- 
yiatd them in flames b; the tide. 

About thirty vessels were burnt, sunk, or taken in 
this daring enterprise. Among them were four large 
Biscayans, taking in Etores for the armament at Lisbon, 
and another of 1000 toae, laden for the West Indies. 
Some twenty French ships, and some Spanish ones that 
could pass the shoals, escape<l to Puerto Real, where about 
forty others were lying in sight of the English. When 
Drake leA the road, satiefled as he well might be with 
the success of his attempt, ten gaUeys came out after 
him, " aa it were in disdain, Co make some pastime with 
their ordnance;" the wind just at this time scanted, 
so that the fleet cast about, stood in with the shore, and 
anchored within a league of the town ; but the galleys, 
alert as they had seemed to be, sufitred them to ride 
quietly there; and Chushrougtit themselves into disrepute 
with the English sailors.* The loss which had been 
inflicted upon the Spaniards was great: the insult and 
humiliation were greater; and Philip pursued bis plans 
of vengeance with exacerbated hatred. Drake having 
despatched advice of his triumphant proceeding to Eng- 
land, turned back along the coast, and captured and burnt 
nearly 100 vessels before he came to Cape St Vincent's, 
dealing " favourably with the men, and setting them 
ashore;" but he destroyed all the fishing boats and 
nets, " to their great fainderance," and in the hope 
of spotUng the tunny-flshery for that year. Near 
the Cape a landing was made; and that be mi^t 
ride there in harbour at his pleasure, he assaulted the 
castle of Sagres, and took that fortress with three others, 
tome by force, some by surrender. He then entered 
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the month of the Tagru, andwred neu Cascaes, aent 
to the marqnii of Ssnu Crui, who, aa general of the 
armada, wui with his gallejs in the river, preparing 
for ibe invadon of Ei^and, told him who he was, and 
■aid be was then leadj to exchange bullets with him. 
The marqaii, according to the English account, re- 
jdied that he was not then read; for him, nor had anf 
•och eommiasiMi from his king. Bnt the inntlt here, 
and at Cadiz, ia said to bare " bi«d sadi a cottobiimi in 
his heart, that he nerer enjoyed good days after," and 
widiin few monthi died of chagrin, happy in thus being 
removed before the invindble armada went to its dea- 
tloation.* 

What Drake bad done delayed the sailing of that 
anuament fbr the cnrrent year. The pabhc serrice 
had been thus effectually perfomwd ; bnt he li new that 
if nothing more were done, it would not give sadsfactioa 
to the merchant adventurers, who expected sonte im- 
mediate and tangible profit upon their disbaTsementB. 
He shaped his course, therefore, toward the Aiores, 
having obtained inteHigence that the San Fhilipe, a 
Portugueie carrack from India, bad wintered at Mo- 
zambique, and was expected to reach Lisbon in the 
paaaing montii. His stores were becoming low, and 
his people importunate to return ; but he with fair 
apeechea, of which no man was more a master, per- 
maded, and prevailed with diem to cmiie yet a few 
days longer off the islands. And on this occasion for- 
tune made him large amends for all former losses and 
disappointments, for be fell in with and easily captured 
the prize he looked for. This, says the writer of the 
voyage, was the first cairacli that ever was taken coming 
from the Sast Indies, which the Portugals took for an 
evil sign, because the ship bore the king's own name. 
The whole company assured themselves now, that every 
man would have a sufSdent reward for his travail, and 
dierenpon they all resolved to return homCj with the 
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willing cotueDt of their genraiL He diamiased the 
[oigonen in certain Tcuds, with sU the courtesies and 
hmnaniliei of wu ; and sailing then for England, the 
whole fleet arriTed safely with their prize at Plymouth •, 
" to their own profit and dne commendation," Bays one 
of the happy oompiny, " and to the great admiration of 
the whole Idngdom." t 

The service which in this voyage he had perf<Hined . 
■t Cadiz, and all along the coast to the Tagns, Drake 
called dngeing the king of Spain's heard. This was 
said in the mirthful spirit of a sailor ; mid with that spirit 
of local patriotiBm, from which so many great and good 
actions hare arisen, be expended no trifling part of the 
riches which he had won in supplying Plymouth 
with &e«h water: the inhahitants had tilt tb^ been 
KifoTced to fetdi it from a mile's distance. The head 
of the spring from which it was now to be lH«ught is 
between seven and eight miles distant in a direct line; 
but by indentings and didiogs it was to be conveyed 
twenty-fonr miles f, throt^ valleja, wastes, andbc^; 
and what waa most troublesome, through a mighty 
rock, thought to be impenetrable. He, neverthdess, 

• " And hen,bT themy. It la tobe nattd, thU the taUiv or Itak eamek 
WTOugbt tm ntrurdlDujr cfltab Id England: Brtt, tliat it Mocht 
othen thu cumcki wen no mcb bugi bat that they mtght be taken (n 
iliiGi,iiHle<d^itbathllilleDoiit in Uu taUiis of the H(£e de Dio^ and 
atlag and dntlng of Mbenl : and, anamdh, In aeqnalntlni the Eo^Sih 
ution noie gtaititt) wKh the partici^aritlci o( the ««Kdbia riebei md 
Mlthor UwBaMIndlaii ■batAf themKtrc* and thelt nelgbboun of 
Hidluid bare been anoouraged, befaig bicb at ikUAil In naTtfiithiD, and of 
DO !«■• oouiage than tbe Poitiigali, to jhart wi"' " . -•- - -^ -^ ._ 
dlefl. where their Btrength it nothlnE Kt great ai bi 
pfMCd;'— /{iM^, Its. 
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" made the way he could not find, and overcoming 
the difficulty, finiihed the enterpriie to &e continnal com- 
modity of the place, and luB own perpetual honour." — 
" And fine would have been the diversion," Bays the good 
old vicar of Berry Pomeroy, " when the water was brought 
■omewliat near the town, to have Been bow the mayor 
and bis brethren, in their formalities, went out to meet 
it, and bid it welcome thither ; and that bdng thus 
met, they all retuined t^^ether ; the gentlemen of the 
corporation, accompanied with sir Francis Drake, walked 
before, and the stream followed after into the town, 
where it has continued bo to do ever since." Perhaps 
the day of that peaceful triumph was the happiest of 
Drake's public life. 

His next service was as vice-admiral in that fleet 
by which, with the aid of the elements, the mighty pre- 
parations of the Spaniards were frustrated, their in- 
Tindble armada dispersed, and England providendotly 
saved from a moat formidable invasion. In the en- 
1589. suing year he was employed as admiral in an expedition 
sent to Portugal, in the vun hope of establishing the 
claim of a pretender to that kingdom. In this adven- 
ture the government took little part, acting upon a 
system of parsimonious policy, as if it risked nothing, 
GO it avoided the risk of expense, and considered not 
how greatly the national interests and national character 
must be affected by the issue, and that that issue could not 
be fortunate unless adequate means were applied. The 
journey of Portugal (as this expedition was at the time 
called) was undertaken chiefly at the chai^ of Drake 
and sir John Norris, grandson of that Norris who was 
u^jusdy executed with Anne Boleyn. Elizabeth al- 
ways rightly regarded his family as entitled to more 
than ordinary favour on that account ; and this sir John 
and his brethren (six in all) were " men of haughty 
courage, and great experience in the conduct of military 
affkirs; — persons, "says sir Robert Naunton*, "of such 
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lenown aad north, as future timeB must out of duty owe 
them the debt of an honourable memory." No English 
toldierin thalagehadeeeninoreBervicediaii this air John. 
He had been trained under Colignp in the religiouB wars 
in France, Bcived in Ireland wbile yet very young under 
Walter earl of Essex, held variouB commands in the 
Low Countries till he became general of the English 
forces there ; and in the year of the armada, when an 
invasioD was expected, was made " marshal of the field 
in England." There were otber« who engaged in the 
charge of the expedition, but fewer thanhadbeenexpected; 
and some of those who subscribed their names, thinking 
that the scheme would never be brought to bear, but that 
they might gain credit by displaying a readiness to en. 
courage it, withheld their money when they saw Ihst 
aeriouB preparalionB were made, and 10,OOOJL was thus 
withdrawn from the sum on which the leaders had cal. 
cnlated. And this was not die only nor the moat se- 
rious defalcation from the means which had been looked 
for. Six hundred English horse from the Low 
Countries were withheld for other service, and seven 
out of thirteen old companies from the same school of 
war : the Dutch, instead of supplying six men of war 
and ten companies, sent only four companies*; and 
the government, which had promised twelve pieces of 
cannon, gave only a third part of that number.f 

When the expedition sailed from Plymouth it con- 
sisted of 11,000 troops and 1500 seamen. There had 
been some weelw' previous delay; and when all was ready 
contrary winds detained them a whole month, livii^ 
Upon provisions which they could ill aJibrd to consume 
in inaction. The generals at length, weary of these 
cross winds, " thrust to sea in the same, choosing lediet 
to attend the change thereof there, than by being in 

:n litS.) Ufi the atelnjalned uiiie ibin, ■lUimigh lb«T were 
dlMxntenlfd vlth chsSngliBli.beciuic Wing9e]d,gi>vgn»r of 
nbers, and the Enf Uib pmscm lb It, had betraped that lawn to 



Oertrurdcnbers, 
t IIiklu7t,lS3. Camdec, 



Uc ^iniurti. I ^__. _.. _ 

In ih& point •ould not tun ban dlMltutJr atued, uil la [r 
ibcd locDlanslAnlhoii; WingBdd. HiUuj^U. partlL 



<i„Google 



S06 MATAI. HUTORT «V HNOLAND. 

htrbonr to lose any part of the better, wben it ahoiild 
come, by having dieir men on ahore." Two daya the 
wind continued craw ; and aome of the fleet, having 
twenty-five compBoiei on board, parted company during 
that time, " either not being able or not willing to 
double TJahant." NeaHy 8000 men thaa fbiBOok the 
expedition at sea, " whoeof some pait into Fnnce^ aitd 
the rest retomed home.'' The weather then became fa- 
vourable ; and in five daya more, on the evening of the 
SOth of April, the tmopi diaembarked in a bay some* 
thii% more than a mile fivm ConiDa.* No attempt waa 
made to pnvent or impede (faeir landing t ; but as they 
presently marched toward the town, they were en- 
coontered on the way : the Spaniards, howerer, retired 
within their walls, and the invadras took up their 
lodging for die night in the "villages, honaes, and 
wind-milU next ai^olning, and very near round about 
the town." They were not diatnrbed there by the 
gairiHin : bat the galleon Ban Jnan, one of the few 
which had escaped from the general wreck of the 
arnada, waa lying in the harboor; and with two 
gaUeya, and three smaller venela, fired upon their lodg- 
ings during the nightf and as they pasied to and fro. ^ 
Before day, Norria reconnoitred die base town : 
this,whichretuns thenameof laPexaria, or Pescaderia, 
from the days when it waa only of importance ax a 
ftdiing itation, sluide upon a small tongue of land, and 
cmttaioed at Aat time 1500 houses. On the land 
aide it was protected by a wall and a dry ditch, but on 
netdier of die water ddea were thete any defences, and 
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Norris resolved upon attempting it by escalade, in two 
places. As ft preliminary measure it was neceesary to 
silence the enemy's ships. Some ardUery was landed : as 
soon as it opened, the galleys retired to Ferrol, and the 
other resaels ceased their £re. The rest of the day 
was spent in preparing for the attack. Twelve hundred 
men under colonel Huntley, and the vice-admiral, captain 
Penner, were to be landed on one side the peninsula on 
which CoruSa stands, and the long hoata and pinnaces 
which landed them were to keep up a fire as they ap- 
proached. On the other aide, captain Wingfield, who 
was Norm's lieutenant-cokmel, and captain Sampson, 
who held the same rank under Drake, were to enter 
with 500 men at low water, if they found it passable : 
Otherwise, they were provided for the escalade ; and on 
the land side 300 men, under colonels Bret and Umpton, 
were to set up their ladders and scale the waQ. The 
three attacks were to be made at the same time. In 
strict obedience to this part of their orders, Wingfield 
and Sampson began the assault as soon as the signal 
was given : they found good reristance, and were twice 
beaten from their ladders, yetperBevered in the attempt. 
Huntley and Fenner landed, meantime, with no great 
difficulty, and but little loss ; and some of this party, 
under capttun Hinder, having effected an entrance, 
acoured the wall, clearing the way Ibr Bret and Umpton 
to enter without re^stance, and past on till he came 
in the rear of those who were resisting Wingfield 
and Sampson:' upon this the defence was abandoned. 
The Spaniards, indeed, knowing that if attacked from 
the water it was not tenable, had determined upon 
withdrawing the garrison and the inhabitants intothe 
high town, should this be the plan of the assailants ; 
but in the confusion and iear which preTuled, the 
signal for recalling the troops from the land side was 
not made ; and men whose courage deserved a more 
generous treatment than they underwent were sacrificed 
through this erria.* 

■ HBUurt,1fl9. 
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Upon the EngliBh having thuB entered in three 
pkcei, " with a huge cry," the inhabitants, they who 
could, betook themselves to the high town, which they 
night with less peril do, because the assailants being 
strangers, knew not the way to cut them off. " Some," 
uys one of the expedition, " fled to the rocks in the 
peninsula; some hid themselves in chanibera and cellars ; 
some found favour to be taken prisoners ; but the rest, 
to the number of about 500, falling into the hands of 
the common soldiers, had their throats cut ;" and this 
seems to have been perpetrated and related equally 
without compunction. The cellars were found full of 
wine, 3000 pipes having been collected there, toward 
the provision for a second annada ; and the men, by in- 
ordinate drinking, becoming reckless of danger, or in- 
capable of perceiving it, esposed themselves to the 
shot from the upper town, whereby many were hurt.* 
It was thought that by their excesses at this time they 
brought on the subsequent sickness and mortality. From 
the few priaonera who were taken, they learnt that there 
were in the town when they arrived 500 soldiers, the 
poor remains of seven companies who had returned 

• In the onl]' SpuiMi aconint of thse tnnuctioiu KhEdi I lUTe bMo 
jibl« to coniult^ it \t uld thjtt tbe wLnewit purpoielTleft^ and tbH tbe 
ajHniuda, UXU]^ ndTAntBge of the drunkenneu and coiutequeDC diMrder 
ihiu piDduced, hiu«d Btnijuir uB003tra^trt,iThoin thetiiccourStU they 
arrived fttim thp Interkor, fell in with and found drunk and iWpLng. 

cuidido Les dabfl eralaguem." — f. M F- FeUpcitcla Qtmdara, Amat If 
TYiunfai del Reino de Caiicio. lfiT£^ p. 470. 
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from "the journey of England," snd that money and 
stores had been sent thither for a second, attempt at 



The SpaniftTds had been taken by surprise, which 
they ought not to have been in any of their great porta 
on thia mle the Straits. But the governor, who was the 
marquez de Zerrolbo don Juan Facheco Osorio, prepared 
now with a Spaniard's determination far defence. His 
first object was to prevent the enemy from taking pos- 
session of the galleon ; and as this could by no other 
means be effected, he gave orders for destroying it; 
^the crew, accordingly, overcharged the guns, set the 
ship on Bie, end left her in flames, " which burnt in 
terrible sort for -two days li^ether." When slie had 
burnt to the water's edge, and the English came to 
search the hull, they found only sixteen whole cannon 
out of flfty : the rest bad burst in their discharge, as 
had been designed, and were taken out in broken pieces 
and molten lumps. £very exertion was made for im- 
proving the fortifications, which were strong but old. 
All bands were employed at this, and in carrying earth 
for the ramparts, which were now made ; and lo intent 
werethey upon these operations, thatthey left the Puert* 
Keal, or royal gate, open, and Coruila, according U> 
the Galicians, would have been lost, if a greater per- 
sonage than the governor had not taken upon himself 
the defence in this emergency. For tbe English 
entered not only without resistance, but without any 
one speaking to them, or giving the alarm : so strange 
a circumstance made them apprehensive of some stra- 
tagem ; still, however, though with all possible circum- 
spection, they advanced up the street, at the end of 
which stood the parochial church of the upper town; 
and to whom should that church be dedicated but to the 
peculiar patron of Spain and especial glory of Galicia — 
Santiago? He did not indeed appear in person : short 
aa the distance was from Compostella, the occasion was 
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not of sufficient impOTtance for him to leave his ehrine 
«nd mount hia celestial white horse ; hut out of his 

church there issued a great darlcnesa, and In the midst of 
that darkness a great light ; and the light dazzled, and 
the darkness confused, and both terrified them : they 
made their way out of the gate with moie alacrity than 
they had entered it ; and Santiago achieved for his 
ftithful devotees the only one of all his numerous 
'victories in which no blood was shed.* 

This was a modest miracle for the saint, the country, 
atid the religion. Another and not less thaumatui^c 
'saint worked none upon ihe occusion, though he might 
■seem to have been more especially invited or provoked 
to manifest his power. Without the Ihierta de los 
Aires, and fronting it, wsaa convent of St. Domingo; 
the invaders occupied it ; and from the upper -windows 
and other parts of the edifice fired into the town. These 
&ings passed ou the day after the escalade. On the 
morrow some 2000 -men from the adjacent parts ap- 
proached the gtites as confidently as if they had been 
resolved to enter: but they advanced without order; 
and losing a few men in the first encounter took to Sight, 
and outstripped their pursuers, A party following Up 
this success foraged round about, and brought back 
kine and sheep in abundance, to the greflt relief of 
the army, whose provisions, when they landed +, were 
well nigh exhausted. Norris meant in the ensuing 
night to take a " long munition house built upon the 
wall ; " but the Spaniards apprehending this, and 
knowing tow advantageous a position it would be for the 
enemy, burnt it before the attempt could be made. At 
the same time a fire broke out in the lower end of the 
town, " lAich, had it not been by the care of the 
general heedily seen onto, and the Fury thereof pre. 

> Gindan, 471. 
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vented, by polling down many hoiueB which were most 
in danger, hsd burnt," says Wingfleld, " all the pro- 
visions we found there, to our wonderful hinderance."* 

Two deml-cannona and two culverios were now 
planted under the garden of the convent, but with 
little akilt or foresight, for the first or second fire shook 
down the cross wall by which this battery was " de^ 
fended or gabioned;" it then lay open to the enemy. 
They did not overlook their opportunity ; and the lieu» 
tenant of the'ordnance, with some of the cannoneers, were 
slain there. The battery w«a secured durjng the night. 
When it was leady to open, the general sent to summon 
the place r the man who bore it was fired at from the 
town, Presently a Spaniard was hang«d over the wall, 
and a signal for parley made, the object of which was 
to let the English see that this summary punishment 
had been inflicted upon the person who fired at the 
messenger ; and they took the opportunity of renueating 
to have " fair war, " promising it on their part. They 
made enqtury concerning what prisoners were in the 
hands of the English^ but. would not listen to any pro- 
posal lot surrendering, f 

Norris tiad now sufficiendy reconnoitred the walla 
to see that they were almost every where built upon a 
rock : one place, however, he thought mineable, and 
men were presently set to work there, who, after three 
days' labour, and on the seventh after their entrance of 
the base town, had bedded their powder, — but, as 
afterwards appeared, not far enough into the wall. The- 
breach by that time was thought assaultable, and 
compajiies were drawn out for a aimoltaneous attack 
there, and at the point where it was expected that the 
mine would make an opening. But the mine failed, 
" by re<son the powder brake out backward in a 
place where the cave was made too high." Nothing 
therefore could be ftttempled that day. The miners 
resumed thfflr work, and by the second day after bai^ 
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wiottght wen into the foundation of the wall. The firat 
fsiluie draw after it no ill consequence; not ae the 
partial succetB of the second attempt. The explodon 
-brought down half the tower under wbich the mine had 
been made, and opened a practicable breach : it waa im- 
mediately assaulted ; and iFhen the men had gained the 
summit, the other half fell on them ; some twenty or 
thirty were crushed, and the men were "so amazed, 
not knowing whence that terror came, tbat they forsook 
their commanders, and left them among the ruins of the 
mine." Thetwoendgna were abot in the breach, but 
their colours were rescued ; among those on whom 
the tower fell " was captain Sydenham pitifully Inst, 
who having three or four great stones upon his lower 
parts was held so fast that neither himeelf could stir 
nor any reasonable company recover him ; notwith- 
standing the next day, being found to be alive, there 
were ten or twelve lost in attempting to relieve him." 
It is the moat honourable incident on the part of the 
EngUsh, during their descent in Gahcia, that so many 
should have exposed and lost their lives in endeavouring 
to perform this act of forlorn humanity toward their 
■u^ring countryman*; and the least honourable on that 
of the Spaniards that they should have fired on men who 
were exposing themselves for such a motive. 

Meantime a breach which had been made by ^e poor 
battery in the convent garden was attempted; and the 
officera brought their men to the push of the pike at 
the summit. But the Spaniards had prepared all means 
of defence, and they were encouraged by the masculine 
exertions of the wife of aa alferez, — Maria Pita waa her 
name. With a spirit which women have more often 
displayed in Spain than in any other country, she 
snatched up sword and buckler, and took her stand 
among the foremost of the defendants ; and so much 
wsB ascribed by the people to the effect of her example, 
that she was rewarded for this service with the full pay 
•ol an enngn for life, and the half pay was settled upoa 
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her descendantg in perpetuity.* The defence, however, 
was not difficult; for the rubbish over which the as. 
sail&nu mounted " slid oucwsrd from under their feet; 
and it th«i appealed that half the height of tlie wsU had 
received no injury,"t Thus, had there been more spirit 
for renewing the aBsault, the breach no longer appeared 
practicabk. From both points of attack the retreat 
lay through a narrow street or lane, and many were hurt 
there. :( Whatever the loss may have been, the failure 
was BO complete, that it determined § the general to 
abandon an enterprise which he now considered hope- 
less. But to secure his embarkation it waa neceasary 
to disperse a considerable force with which the conde de 
Andtade was encamped behind the Fuente de Burgo, 
waiting there to be joined by the conde de Altamira, 
and then, with united strength, to advance for the relief 
of the town. Norris accordingly, leaving Drake, with 
five regiments, to guard their quarters, marched, with 
nine, to meet the enemy. His brother. Sir Edward 
Norris, who commanded the van, came in sight of them 
gome half mile from their camp, and beat them from 
place to place, (though " they had good places of de- 
fence, and cross walls which Ae; might have held 
long,") till they came to the bridge, " on the foot of the 
farther dde whereof lay their camp, strongly in- 
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twnched." Sir £dward followed at the point of the 
pikea, thnmgh a heavy fire : the enemy's shot flanked 
both aides of the bridge, and at the end naa a bamcado 
of barrels. They who should hare guarded it fbrsoo& 
their station, seeing this " proud approach.'' Kr Ed- 
ward entered, and chai^g the first who opposed him, 
jrike in hand, feD, " with very earnestness, in over- 
thrasting," and receiTed a grievous sword wound in the 
head. The general, and some other officers, "most 
honourably " rescued bim ; and overcoming, not without 
a severe struggle, the brave resistance that was made, 
obtained then an easy victory over the rest of the army. 
The standard was taken, and the fugitives hotly pursued 
for some three miles. " How many," saya Wingfleld, 
" 2000 Wen {for of so many consisted our vanguard) 
tnight kill in pursuit of four sundry parties, so many yon 
tnay imagine fell before us that day. And to make the 
number more great, our men having given over the 
execution, and returning to their stands, found many 
hidden in the vineyards and hedges, whom they des- 
patched." Two hundred, also, were found in a oonTent, 
and were there put to the sword, and the convent spoiled 
and burnt. This was not the " fair war" fof which 
Ae Spaniards had asked, and which, by their honour- 
able conduct St the time of asldng, they had deserved. 
The contrary system can be juatifled only when reprisals 
become necessary, as the sole means of putting a stop to 
it; but in that age fair^war seems, almost, to have 
been the exception. • 

After what is called "the fury," and might better have 
been termed the wickedness f " of the execution," the 
vanguard was sent one way, and the main body the Other, 
" to bum and spoil, so thai you might have seen the 
country, more than three miles compass, on fire." The 

• HiAiuji, 14a. Camden, isa. 
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next day waa spent in ehipping Aeir artillery*, and 
whatever booty coold be tranaported; and ^ey at- 
tempted, during the last night of their tajrriance, to bum 
that part of the upper town where the housea were built 
upon the wall by die water side ; but (he Spaniards were 
vigilant, and made bo good a defence that they fnistialed 
this intuition. At their departure, however, the invaders, 
by their own account, set fire to every house of the base 
town, so that not one was left standing there. t Putting 
dien to eea, after contending nine days with contrary 
winds, they reached the Berlingi, baring a little before 
fallen in with Essex, who, with aome odier volunteers 
of note, had followed the expedition in a single ship. 
By this time, the troops had suffered much by sickness^ 
aggravated by their own excesses at Coruita; and the 
loss during die siege had been considerable. { But this 
was not the only eTii§ : during the eighteen days of 
their continuance there, troops had been sent to Lisbon, 
and all persons of any influence, who were suspected of 
fiivouring Antonio, were removed from that city, and 
sent into Spain. Antonio, indeed, had been considered 
.of so little consequence in this first actof the expedition, 
that he seems not to have been consulted concerning it, 
nor, indeedj is be aoticed in the accounts of it till the 
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fleet arrived at Peniche. The troope landed there, about 
a tnile from the town, with mudi difficulty, owing to 
Ae wind and the surf, and with the Iom of one boat, 
carrying twentT'five men. Essex commanded this 
party ; and when men enongh had been disembariwd for 
forming two troops, he left one to protect the landing, 
and advanced with the other against some companies 
who sallied from the towh to oppose him. The Spaniards 
fled when it came to the push of the pike : he entered 
the open town, and inmmoned the castle, which the 
commandant, Antonio de Araujo, readily surrendered to 
Antonio, acknowledging him as his king.* 

Here it was agreed that the army should proceed 
overland to Lisbon, and the fleet meet (hem in the 
TaguB. Wh^ the army was msrshaUed and ready to 
act, Drake, " to make known the honourable desire he 
had of taking equal part in all fortune with them, stood 
upon the ascent of a hill by which the battalions 
marched, and, with a pleasing kindnesi, took his leave 
severally of the commanders of every regiment, wishing 
, them happy succeu, with a constant promise, that if the 
weather did not hinder him, he would meet them at 
Lisbon with the fleet." The non-performance of this 
engagement brought a reproach upon Drake, who may, 
with more cause, be ceneured for having made it. 
While the army proceeded with little encouragement 
from the Foitugueze, whose eager co-opera^on they 
had been led to eicpect, Drake sidled for Cascaes and 
took posseesion of the town. The inhabitants, who 
abandoned it upon his landing, returned upon his assur- 
ances of all peaceable kindness if they would acknowledge 
Antonio for their king, and supply the fleet with ne- 
cessaries ; but the castle, having s Spanish garrison, was 
maintained against him. Here he remained, till the 
army, weakened by sickness, unable for want of artillery 
(the httle which they hsd being in the fleet) to make 
any serious attempt upon Lisbcni, knowing themselves 
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far inferior in number to tlie Spanish troops who were 
collected against them, and undeceived sa to the in- 
flnence and strength of the pretender's adherentB, gave 
op this ill-planned and worse conducted attempt, and 
came to join him at Cascaes. Whatever bUme- was 
afterwards imputed to- the admiral, those who were 
on the spot, and were capable of forming a dispawooate 
opinion, muit have admitted the validity of the motives 
which had withheld him from entering the river. The 
fleet must have passed within culver shot of Sl Julian's, 
wbich was then accounted "one of the most impreg- 
nable forts to seaward in Europe: this and the other 
two forts between Cascaes and Lisbon Drake might 
have passed wilh a reasonable gale ;" but once in the 
Tagug, the coming out again was uncertain : there were 
gallejs in the river read; at any advantsge to have 
assailed him : he would have been exposed to fire sliips; 
and if a fleet had been brought against him at the 
mouth of the river, he had neither the hope of victory 
nor of escape, and the destruction of the army must have 
followed upon the loss of the ships.* 

The emigrants whose expectations had been so 
cruelly disappointed, imputed Drake's breach of pro- 
mise to his regarding the interests of the merchant 
adventurers rather than those of the enpedilion, because . 
while he remained at Cascaes many prizes were brought 
in there. Most of these were easteriings, of which not 
fewer than threescore belonging to the Hanse towns, 
and laden wilh naval stores, as was supposed for 
another armads, were captured. Some were of great 
Imrden, with little on hoard, and evidently built as 
ships of wsr : it could not he doubled that these were for 
the Spanish navy. The embarkation of the troops was 
secured by forcing the castle of Cascaes to sniiender, 
the commandant requiring only such a display of force 
H might justiry him in ofibring no farther resistance. 
It was occupied then 1^ English troops, till the arma- 
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ment was leady to ami, and partially blown up at theii 
departuie. One companj hid been left at Peniche, 
logedier with the rick utd wounded : some Tescels were 
Rent to bring them away, and adrices were despatched 
to the commanding officer overland : the advice arrived 
in time, but not the ships ; for the commander, then 
^priged of what bad happened, and learning also that 
ma enemy's force was hastening against him, em-- 
barked in barks which were on the spot, and with such 
haste that he ndther brought away the artUlery nor all 
his men.* 

Nine galleys trota Andalusia had entered th« T^ua 
some days before the departure of the English : these, 
with the twelve whidi were stationed there, followed 
the fleet ; and on the following morning, taking ad- 
vantage of a dead cabn, cut off some stragglers, and ran 
down somewho endeavoured to escapefrom them in their 
boats. One hulk bad captain Hinshew and his com- 
pany on board, and he was seen fighting to the last 
after bis ship was on fire : the calm meantime was 
such, that none of the great ships could approach to 
assist him, though every efibrt was made by towing 
them. In thia and in another action with a straggler 
the galleys were so roughly handled, that they dis- 
continued the pumtiL The expedition had been in- 
structed to ply for the Azores if the wind were northerly; 
but if it blew from the south, then for the isles of 
Bayona. The fleet was dispersed in a gale; but after 
seventeen days the two commsiders and good part of 
the ships were united off Vigo. In that interval many 
men had been cast overboard ; for not only was the 
sickness ragii^ among them, but many died of hunger, - 
and more must have perished for lack of sufficient food, 
if the mortality whidi carried off their comrades bad 
not left a more competent allowance for the 
Not more than 8000 efiective men were 
They were landed in two bodies : they approached the 
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town on two sides ; and though a strong barricado had 
been cooBtnicted at the end of every etreet, no defence 
wfta attempted. The inhatntanta deemed it prudent to 
withdraw in time, and had renioTed with them every 
thing of T^ue, except good store of wine. It was 
thought too hazardons to make a moTement upon, 
Bajrona, whither thej had fled, and where the; knew, 
from one of their Cornita priBon^ra, that there was » 
alrong gwrison. The English contented themEclTea 
with spoiling the country for come seven or eight 
miles, burning the villageE and the standing com i then, 
aAer setting fire to every house in the town, they re- 
embarked.* 

Still the commanders clung to the hope of returning 
with some booty that might compenEste for the loss in- 
curred in this luckless expedition. It was agreed that 
Drake should draft the able men into twenty of the beat 
ships, and sail for the Azores for the chance of falling 
in with the Indian fleet, while Norris with the rest of 
the armament should return home. They parted with 
this understanding : on the second night there arose a 
greater storm than any they had encountered since they 
left England ; both squadrons were dispersed ; and 
when Norris, twelve days afterwards, reached Plymouth, 
he found that Drake had arrived there, and all the 
queen's ships, and many others ; but every vessel had 
taken the opportunity, which the storm aSbrded, of 
going its own way, "some led by a desire of returning 
whence theycame, and some," says Wingfield, "being 
possessed of the hulks (the Hanse town prizes), sought 
other ports, from their general's eye, where they might 
make their private commodity of them, — which they 
did to their own great advantage." At Plymouth the 
army was dissolved, eight companies only being re- 
tained : every soldier received Ave shillings, and "the 
arms he Iwre to make money of, and this was believed to 
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be more ihao could hj any meant be doe to dieai." * It 
appetn, bowerer, thit K>me of the men who compared 
iheir wtgea with their p*iiu, mnnnurad t^iiast tiiis 
(liBtribudon, and that thii increaied the unpopnlftrity i", 
which in Bome d^ree ii generally attached to the leaders 
of an unsnccetsful expedition. X 

A Tery rich booty is said to have been brought homej 
and 150 piecct of great ordnance ; but the Iobs of lives 
had been very great, of 1 3,500 men little more thsD 
6000 returning : the Spaniards exaggerated the loss to 
l6,000; and, tracing to the disease which the surriTOrs 
brought home a great mortality which ensued, they said 
that England suffered more for having sent an armada 
against Spain, than Spain for having sent an armada 
against England. § Yet the result of the expedition was 
to confirm the English people in that opinion of their 
niperiority to the Spamardsj whether at sea or in the 

" " Far ther viat not in rtrvicF tbre* Bwnthi i in which time," utiWIiw- 
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field, which they had now b^un to entertain ; and the 
spirit of adventure became more general. Elii&beth'i 
conduct toward the Haose towns encouraged that spirit. 
She had Warned those towns against carrying provisiom 
or mitiiary stores into Spain or Portugal, upon peril of 
losing ships and lading, according to special treaty in 
this case, and to the acknowledged practice and law of 
nations. Consciona that they were violatiDg that treaty, 
and amenable to that law, the eastertings took the peril- 
ona course, north about, rather than risk passing the 
Channel ; but when their ships were captured off the 
mouth of the Tagua, they complaned as if their privi- 
leges had been violated, and called for restitution. The 
queen replied, that theii ships, being employed in car- 
rying warlike stores to the enemies of England, she had 
lawfully taken them, and coiUd not have done otherwise 
unless ^e would vrilfiilly bring destruction upon hersdf 
and her people. Privileges, to which they appealed, 
might neither be claimed nor allowed to the pr^udice 
of the public safety, which. Is the highest law ; nor was 
the appeal maintainable in itself; for in the privilege 
granted by Edward I, to the Hanse towns, it was ex- 
pressly provided that they should not carry any mer- 
chandise into the dominions of the declared enemies of 
England. More than once had their ships been de- 
tained heretofore, when, during war with Prance, they 
had (upphed the French with stores; and this had been 
done not by England only, but by Charles V., the kings 
of Sweden, Denmark, and Folimd, and recently by the 
prince of Orange, according to the law of nations ; for 
neutrality must so be used, that the neutrals while they 
help one party hurt not the other. Referring then to 
the tone of thar demands, she reminded them that it 
did not become cities and towns to use menaces to kings; 
for her part she feared not the threats of the greatest 
monarchs, much less of particular cities ; and as for the 
due and just rights of neighbourhood, she punctually 
observed them with all men,* 
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Whitever mnminrs had I)een raited agaiDst the con- 
dnct of the Portugal voyage, Bndce's sharacter was too 
well eatablidied both in tbe eatimation of the eoait and 
of the people to be Knoustj afibcCed b; them : the 
failure of that ezpedition wu sofficieDtly accounted for 
by want of means *, want of cooperation on the part 
of Antonio's parly, and the mortahty antong the troops. 
And when, in the jrear 1594, in conjunction irith air 
John Hawkins, he proptned to the government to set 
on foot an armament againat the West Indies, the pro- 
ject wae readily entertained. 

HawUnB, after his unhappy adventure at St. Juan de 
Ulloa, eeems to have given up the career of enterprise. 
In 1573 he had been appointed treasurer or comptroller 
of the navy, a high and ardnoui office, which he dis- 
charged so ably that he is said to have introduced more 
useful inventions into the navy, and better regulations, 
than aoy of his predecesBors. He acted as rear-admtral 
against the armada, and received, on that occasion, the 
honour of knighthood, which he had well deserved. 
During a long courae of service, he had obtained a great 
name in his professioD, and, notwithstanding his loss in 
tbe Gulf of Mexico, no inconsiderable fortune, for he 
and his elder brother were at one time owners of thirty 
good ships, t The queen, no doubt in consequence of 
his representations, resolved upon putting her navy 
uponabetter and more regular footing than it had before 
been, and assigned a yearly sum of 89701. J for keeping 
It in repair; and in the same year, 1590, she sent ten of 
her own ships, under Hawkins and sir Martin Frobisher, 
to threaten the coast of Spain, and intercept the Indian 
ehips. But the Spaniards obtained intelligence of this 
in time to send despatches out, and order the bome- 
trard bound fleet to winter in India, rather than 
nm the hazard of f^ng in with this force ; others. 
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vhich were on their way, either meetiog with timely 
advice, or warned by their own foredioughC, kept at a 
distance from the ialanda, and by that unsuHpected 
course reached Lisbon safely. HawkinB, thereTore, 
cruised about in vain, and niUi such nngular il Euccen 
that not a single prize fell into his hands. A landing 
-which he attempted at Fayal was not more fortonate ; 
and after seveo months he retomed, widiout Ioes indeed, 
but without any apparent advantage, though it was 
known afterwards that the delay of a y«ar in their ex- 
pected returns had proved most injurious to the Spanidi 
merchants, and that the ships as well as their owners 
nifiered greatly. No blame could be imputed to the 
commanders. Sir John, however, thought it neceiiary 
to offer some apology in the report of his voyage : this 
he did at considerable length ; and concluded by re- 
minding the queen that Paul planteth and Apollos 
vateredfi, but it is God who giveth the increase. TluB 
ill-applied allusion to Scripture ia said to have provoked 
from Elizabeth a characteristic burst of anger ; — " God's 
death ! " she esclaimed : " this fool went out a sohlier, 
and is come home a divine."* 

Thia was hut a momentary feeling ; and when Drake 
and Hawkins, "' presuming much upon their own ex- 
perience and knowledge," proposed that a West Indian 1594. 
voyage should be undertaken, and offered to engage 
deeply in it, the queen concurred in a project, of which, 
in the opinion of all men, the most promising expect- 
ations were entertained. Much had been done to impede 
the preparations of Philip for a second attempt at inva- 
sion, much to injure the Spaniards, and more to irri- 
tate them'; but Philip was both a detertninod and a 
powerful enemy. Till the forced union with Portugal, 
Spain had made little account of its nsvy, ila only ma- 
ritime war having long tM«n what was carried on with 
the Mahomedan powers within the Straits; hut the 
spoil committed by the English espeditjona, £n and 
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neu, not upon the seas alone, but in the ielandt, in 
the West Indies, upon the coasts of Chili «nd Peru, and 
eren in its own inost important and best fortified ports, 
made tbe government feel the neceasily of raising s 
marittme force, wherewith at once to be protected and 
revenged. This object had been pursued with auch 
diligence, that .within three jeais after the failure of 
the armada, the Spaniards had a formidable fleet ; and 
in ihree years more 69 ships, built at the king's charge, 
bad been added to it, most of tbem of 1000 tons' burden, 
and upwards. When hostilities began, the Spanish 
ships were " huge and mightj in burden, weak and 
iU-fashioned in building, lame and slow in suling, and 
fitter for merchandise than war," having indeed " been 
more intended for it:" old Beamen,hke Hawkins, used to 
maintain that one of the queen's abipa could beat four 
of them. They were now constructed for war, and 
were so superior to the English ships in strength and 
wdght of metal, that nothing but English Eeamanship 
and En^sh courage could have contended against such 
anperioriCy. But the Spaniards also had good sailors, 
though only from their northern ports; for the Cata. 
laus no longer supported their ancient reputation. Most~ 
of their officers, from the rank of captain downward, 
■were Biscayane, with whom (it is the testimony of aa 
English admiral than whom none of his age had seen 
more service) there were few that could be compared for 
bnowledge, hardineES, and valour. But the Biscayans 
made but a small part of (be sailors: the discipline of 
the navy was bad ; and the naval service was regarded 
witll contempt by the military. '■ 

Rumours were abroad that a second and more formi- 
dable armada had been completed, and intelligence 
came from many quarters that the conquest of England 
would again be attempted. Upon this, men were levied 
in all the maritime counties, and watch and ward ap- 
pointed to be kept upon the sea-coast. The spprehen- 
sion was as general as It had been in 1588 ; and now, 
too, as then, the -sense of danger brought with it nothing 
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like dismay. It wu, indeed, lamented that so much 
bnre blood and so much treasure had been lost in 
France, wasted, as it were, in aid of insincere allies ; 
but "all men," says Camden*, "buckled themselves 
to war ; and wailing women, with renewed grief, la- 
mented that their sons and brethren who had fallen in 
that thutkless service had not been reserved for these 
times." On this account the West India voyage was 
delayed, to the great cost of the adventurers : it was 
deemed unfit to send away so many good ships and 
men while there was reason to think they might be 
wanted in our own seaa, and on English ground. The 
Spaniards, however, effected no more than what sufficed 
to show that howevo' vigilantly the Channel might be 
guarded, partial descenta were always possible. They 
had possession at that lime of Blavet in Bret^ne, a 
small but strong place upon the river of that name, 
from the ruins of which Port Louis was afterwards 
constructed. From thence D. Diego Brochoi, with four 
galleys, under favourable opportunity of weather, crossed 
the raouth of the Channel, and effected a landing at 
Penzance. They sacked and burnt that place, with the 
two poor fishing towns of Mousebole and Newlin ; but 
the inhabitants had taken flight. No life was tost, 
and no priioner taken ; and the galleys returned as 
safely as they came.t 

If the object of this descent was to impress the £n- 
glish with the belief that a great invasion was to follow, it 
not only failed, but produced an opposite effect. Tyrone, 
indeed, induced by Romi^ instigationB, and relying upon 
Spanish support, commenced a tebelUon in Irelimd, 
which added new horrors to the barbarous history of 
that moat barbarous island. But though this disquieted 
Elizabeth's counsels, so httle appiehensitm was enter- 
tained of any danger from the Spaniards at home, that 
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fiawldiiB and Drake were allowed to b^in their voyage. 
Their force condated of 26 sail, and about 3500 men. 
Six were queen's ships, Drake aailing in the Defiance, 
and hi* oolleagne in theGarland. Sir Thoraaa Baaker- 
viUe was the commander b; land, and sir Nicholas 
Clifibrd bis HetitenanugeneraL The first intent of 
this expedition was, that they shoold land at Nombie 
de Dios, march across the isthmus to Panama, and 
seize what treasure might be there, which it was sup. 
posed would be much, and if they thought it feasil^, 
keep possession of that place. But a few days only; 
before they sailed from Plymouth letters came from 
the queeQj informing them, upon sure intdligence from 
Spain, that the West India fleet had arrived, but that 
one treasure ship, having lost a mast, had put back to 
Puerto Rico ; wherefore she ordered them to take th« 
good opportunity thus presented, and make far this grent 
prize, — a course which was the more advised, because it 
was not much out of thidr way to Nombre de Dios.* 

They " brake ground " (in the phrase of their own 
journalist) " out of Plymouth Sound on the Siltfa of An- 
gnst, 1595, and at the end of four weeks arrived off 
the iale of Grsnd Canary. Drake and Baskerville were 
for landing here, for the honour of conquering it, as wdl 
as for the sake of victualling the fleet. Hawkins was 
. for obeying the queen's instructions, and lodng no time 
in accomplidiing the main enterprise; but the sailors 
represented their need of a supply of prorisions ; this is 
said to have been a pretence on their part, who had the 
hope of plunder before their eyes ; and when Baaker- 
riUe engt^ed to take the place within four days, Hawkins 
consented. This having been determined, they found at 
daybreak that they had overshot th^ mark ; eo they 
stood about, and by nine o'clock were at anchor betitte 
the fort, about a le^ue eastward of the city of St, 
Anna, and at one, 1400 men were in readiness to land 
in B sandy bay between the city and the fort. But the 
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hours which hid d&paed iiince the fleet first hove in 
u^t had been well employed in erecting a bulwark, and 
planting ordnance to command the landing place ; eee- 
jtog which, and that a heavy surf was then breaking on 
the beach, the generals perceived that they could not 
make the attempt without too great and manifest a risk. 
After a vain demonBtration, therefore, in which Eome 
of the Einaller ahipa riding at anchor within mnsket 
^ot of the shore were in some danger, they went to, 
the western side of the island, and there watered. A 
few men venturing rashly to some distance from the 
shore were set upon by the herdsmen, who with their 
dogs and staves killed most of them, and took priEoner' 
the surgeon of one of the ships, &om whom they learnt, 
ftll that he knew concerning die otgecis of the voyage. 
And upon this the governor despatdied a caravel to all 
those places which were threatened. This warning, 
however, bad been anticipated by advices from the 
Spanish government which reached the West Indies 
before the expedition sailed from England, — sUch early 
«nd sure intelligence had that government obtained.* 

A month afterwards, when tiiey were near Martinico, 
Drake being ahead with four <a five other ships, was 
separated from the rest of the fleet in a gale. They 
made for Dominica, he for Marigalante, and they joined 
company again at Guadaloupe. Some traffic had been 
carried on at Dominica, where great store of tobacco 
was grown, which " most of the En^sh and French 
used to purchase from the Cariba, with knives, hatchets, 
SiWB, and snch like iron tools," — no alight indication of 
impn)vemeiitinthelndians,if beads, hawk-belk, prisms, 
and other toys had ceased to be received in payment. 
It is said that these Indians had plaotatians of various 
Auita in Marigalante, which they kept like gardens ; but 
there seems no assignable reason why they diould have 
made thdr plaotadona on another islimd instead of their 
own. Having reached Guadaloupe, the expedition wa- 
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terei there, ntuhed the ships, set up the pinnacea, tik« 
materiftb of which thej hud taken out, and hinded the 
men that they might refresh tbemBelvei on shore.* 

The day alter Drake's arriTal there, five Sptnisli 
siabra* were seen, ships of KOO tons ; irom 1*hidi, a« 
their course was by Dominica toward Puerto Rico, 
Drake rightly concluded f that the treasure was still 
in that island, and that this force had been ordered 
tbither to convoy it : they beloi^ing to a squadron of 
eight, which had been sent for that purpose, under don 
Pedro Tello. Captain Wignol in the Frands, a bark 
of thirty-five tons, bdng the last straggler of Hawkins's 
fleet, fdl in with them, and was captured in sight of a 
caravel that escaped, and carried tidings of the csptuie 
to the commanders. It is said that Hawkins, foreseeing 
but too dearly the conseqaenceB of this misfortune, imme- 
diat^y sickened. Tdlo, in fact, put his prisoners to the 
torture X, and thus extracted from them a declaration of 
what he might, with sufficient certainty, haie inferred 
from the appearance of an English force in those seas. 
The expedition tarried at Guadaloupe three days aft^ 
this midiap, and for this the commanders have been cen- 
sured ; but it may be doubted whether any haste which 
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they ccrald now hare made would have been attended 
with better speed. Sailing once more on the 4th of No- 
vember, they came to anchor, on the morning of the 8th, 
within the Virgin idands: this bad been accounted dan- 
gerouH, but they found « good road, "in whidi 1000 sail 
might have Iain in fourteen, twelve, and eight fathom, 
fair Band and good aochorage, with h^[b iaUnds on either 
side." They could find no frenh water, but plenty of flab 
to be taken either with hooka or net, and the men went 
ashore and fowled; after tarrying two days here, they 
lingered two more in a leaser sound, about a league 
distant, which Drake explored the preceding night in bis 
barge. If it be true that a difierence of opinion hid 
arisen between the commanderH, it may explain a delay 
for which there would otherwise be no apparent reaaon. 
That diipute is said to have caused or accelerated Haw- 
kins's death; on the morning of the 12 th the fleet passed 
through the etrait ; and at night, when it was off the 
eastemmost end of Puerto Rico, he brea&ed his last.* 

Sir Thomas Baskerville took the place of this brave 
old seunan in the Garland, and at two in the afternoon 
of the same day the fleet anchored In a sandy bay, two 
miles east of Puerto Rico city, and within reach of its 
forts. Drake paid dearly for this imprudence. One 
shot wounded bis mizen, another entered the steerage, 
where he was at supper, and struck the stool from under 
him : he, indeed, escaped unhurt ; but several of the 
party were wounded, and two of them to death. Sir 
Nicholas Clifford was one, the other was dr Francis's 
boaom ftlHid, maater Brown, who had been cbristeTied 
by the unseemly name of Brute, taken, no doubt, from 
the faUed story of our Trojan descent. " Ah, dear 
Brute," said Drake, " I could grieve fw thee ! but now 
is no time for me to let down my spirits ! "t No time 
was lost in removing to a safer distance ; and on the 
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following momiDg they came to anchor '' before the 
point without the town, m. litde to the wectward : th^re 
they reniained till nightfall, and then twenty-flve pin- 
naces, boats, and i&Bllops, veil manned, and fumiibed 
with fireworlta and imall shot, entered the road." 

The galleon which wat the great object of this en- 
terprise had been completely repaired, and was even on 
the point of s^Ung for Spain, when the certain intdlli- 
gence of this intended attack reached the island. The 
Spaniards prepared tbemselTeE with equal promptitude 
and determination for defence : they landed the treasure, 
sunk the galleon in the mouth of the channel, and 
made a floating barrier of masts, on both sides, almost 
to the forts and castle, so as to render the passage im- 
passable. Within this barrier the five zabras were 
stationed : their lading had been taken ont; and, that 
nothing might be unneceasarily risked, all wom^i, 
children, and usable penons had been sent into the 
interior, none remaining in the town but men who were 
able to defend it. A heavy fire was opened, both from 
the ships and forts, upon die English; and it became 
more destructive when they had succeeded with their 
fireworks in setting the ships in flames, for by that 
broad light the forts were enabled to direct their shot. 
Yet the adventurers peisisted in their desperate at> 
tempt, till they had lost some forty or fifty men, by 
their own account, killed, and as many more wounded ; 
consoling themselves with the thought that " there was 
also great deatb of the Spaniards aboard the frigates, 
with burning, drowning, and killing, besides some taken 
prisoners." Defeated, but not disheartened, they re- 
turned to the fleet, and remained at anchor the next 
day. One of the iabras had been consumed to the 
water's edge : the Spaniards employed the day in warp. 
ing up the other four, all of which had been more or 
less injured ; and one, as they were removing her, was 
seen to sink. But no renewal of the attack was at- 
tempted; Drake lingered another day as if unwilhng to 
abandon ibs enterprise, though he now perceived it to 
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be tiopeksa : two more lie was detuned by ctlms ; then 
proceeded to the Routb-west point of the iBland, and there 
Bet up more pinnaceH, washed Hb ahipa^ and refieahed 
bis men on shore.* And here b Spaukh man imd 
woman took lefuge with him. The man's atorj was, 
" that he feared some great torment for not kaving re- 
paired to the town, according to the governor's com- 
mand, to aeuBt in ite defence, — and diat the woman 
was his wife." Whatever may haie been the motives 
for their fl^ht, Drake was too homane s man to refuse 
them the means of ese&pe. 

Taking a. final departare from Puerto Rico on the 
25th of November, the fleet anchored under Cape de 
la Vela on the last day of the month; and on the 
morrow the troops were landed, and without resistance 
took possession of Rio de la Hacha, " one of the an- 
dentest towns in aD die main, although not very Urge." 
After a while the Spiniards " came in to talk of a ran- 
som, but not to the general's liking;" finding this ne- 
gotiation fruitless, Drake went with some 150 men by 
water to the Rancheria, six leagues distant, which was 
tbe station for the pearl fishery, and there a few sol- 
diers were taken and many negroes, with some store of 
pearls and other pillage ; after this an agreement was 
made that the %)aniBrds should pay 24,000 ducats for 
the ransom of the town, and one prisoner 4000 for 
bis own. Four days elapsed : the ransom was then 
proffered in pearls ; but these were rated so dear, that 
Drake refused to accept them, and sent them back, 
ffyitig the Spaniards four hours to make a more satis- 
factory payment, or abide the consequence. His pro- 
ceeding here was more honourable than theirs; for after 
a farther dday of two days, the governor having ob- 
tained ■ safe conduct, came into the town, and told 
Drake plainly tiiat no ransom would be paid ; that tbe 
pearU had been ofiered without bis command or consent ; 
and, in fact, that he had drawn out the time in nego- 
tiations for no other intent than to send intelligence to 
.• H»kliiTt,S§». Lmum, Sll. 
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those townB which were not strong enough to defend 
Ihemselves, that so the^ mi^t secure ih^ propertj by 
CMTfing it into the woods. Howerer incensed Ihake 
may have heen by this bvowbI (if it were aetnally 
made), he reipected the word which he had giTcn, mnd 
the Spaniard wis allowed to depvt in safety.* 
• The vengeance which the invaders took was to bum 
the town and the Rancheria " clean down to the ground," 
die churdiefi only excepted, and the house of a lady, 
who wrote to Dr^e, requesting him to spare it. Pro- 
ceeding now along the coast they came to Santa Mirthft, 
and fonnd in the town nothing " but the houses swept 
dean ;" but in die course of the night the lieutenant- 
general of the Spaniards was taken, and a little boo^ 
hronf^t in from the woods. That town aha they burnt 
on the Slst, and on the 27th entered die harbour of 
Nombre de INos. The place was abandoned at their 
approach; bnt about 100 min k^t the fort, playod 
upon the invaders with a few small pieces of ordnance, 
waited till they could give also a volley of small shot, 
and then, as the English were iwming to the assault, 
took to flight, and struck into the woods. " The name 
of Nombre de Dies was greater than its strei^th," this 
fort being its only work of defence, " thoi^;h they 
roi^t have made it stronger if they would." So 
the invaders thought : they soon discovered that die 
Spaniards relied, with sufficient wisdom, upon the at- 
tachment of the natives, the strength of the country, 
and its climate — being " very nnh^thy as any place in 
-dte Indies" and its alwndant fruits — being "very dan- 
.gerout to be eaten for breeding of diseases." The re- 
moval of property had beeo complete : nothing of uiy 
Ttdue had been left ; and " there was a show in diek 
sbops of great store of ma'diandise that had been 
there." Nothing f^ into the conqueror's hands exc^t 
twenty tnna of ■ilvo', two bars of gold, some mon^j 
and other pillage whidi they found in a litde watc^ 
Jiouae^ on the summit of a hUl, in die woods.i 
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Drake remained here with the fleet wliile BukerriUe 
irith 750 men went tor Panama, on the Becond day after 
&eir arrival. Two daja longer Drake waited, ap- 
parently, to see whether the Spaniards would lansoro 
the town : they had eidier been strictly forbidden to do 
thia, or they were too high minded, or, perhapa, did 
not think it worth tansiraiii^ ; for, tliough large, the 
hotues were all boilt of timber, and the aingle chtuch, 
" which was very fair and lai^, waa of no better ma. 
teriala." On the last day of the year he burnt half the 
town, and the other half oo the morrow, ti^ther with 
all the frigatee, barks, and galliots, which were in the 
hatboar, or drawn np on the beach, where hoOEee 
were built over them to keep the pitch from mdt- 
ing. Baskerrille, meantime,' foimd the march on 
which he had entered "so swe as never Enghshmaii 
marched before :" the way was very narrow, cut throu^ 
the woods and rocks, and at diat season fidl of mire 
and water j and Ae enexay, knowing the ground w^, 
played cpon diem from every point of most advantage. 
When they had advanced some ten leagues, according 
to their computatioii, which seema to have meisnred the 
distance by the difficulty, lliey came suddenly upon a 
fort in a marvellouB straight way, by which they seeds 
must pass, and from which, before they were aware, 
a fire was opened upon them, whereby more than twenty 
men, induding ibur officers, were killed. This check 
made Baskerville come to a sCaiid ; and understanding 
then that if he sacoeeded in taking this fort* there were 
two other snch on the way, and that Panama had been 
rendered very strong, " the Spaniards knowing of thdr 
coming long before," he thought it necessary to retom ; 
fbr whidi resolution, mordfpng as it was, there was 
tfaia lardter ui^ent modve, diat his men had no ibod 
left, nor any means of getting it. There had eidker 

• Fuller HT), " -nwy bid u much uf UilitireoWlitt, ther thoufbt Bier 
•bould iDtrnt df ■ dinaa- lod lupper Drihcume. No h<^ of cooqunL 
aarpt w'ail <iBfiog thi Jan of dntJi, and thrBidng mm on the moueli of 
UwckmnO' wbcrefon, fearing to find the [^oip^rti tnisi l^at njld miy tw 
boofbt too Oai, timj nvamaw ibtii aagt."^UD^ Salt, lao. 
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'btea great impttrndnce on his part in not being hectxr 
provided, or Drake had rdied t^oD hii old friends the 
Haroont, who on thia occaiion fuled him. He re- 
turned, therefore, with a weaiy, hungry, and diapirited 
army to Nombre de Dios on the fborth day.* 

Nor was thii the last disaster that befdl this nnfor- 
tnnate expedition. There was an Indian settlemetit 
some half a league inland, toward vhieh a detachment of 
about 100 men advanced, while Dtalce and Baskerrille 
were wi& a watering patty in the river about a mile 
dialanL The Indians broke down a bridge to impede 
their pasaage, and from an ambush killed an officer, 
and wounded several others ; then taking to flight, fired 
their own hoosee, thereby manifesting the deep hatred 
againsi the English with which the Spaniards had 
now possessed them. On the 5th the fleet departed, 
having tarried there too long, and on the 10th anchored 
off an island called Escndo, some thirty leagues west- 
ward of Nombre de Dios, and nine or ten from the 
main. Thra« waa good anchorage there, t>a &ir sand, 
in twelve fklhoms, and the island waa covered with 
wood, and abounded with excellent water. Here they 
washed their ships, and set up the rest of their pin- 
naces. But this also was " a sickly climate, and givex 
to mndi rain : one of the baptains died here, and Drake 
began to keep his cabin, being extronely sick ctf a flux." 
Death was now busy in the fleet Two more captains 
and the chief suigeon died of the prevailing siclotess. 
On the night of the 37tli, Drake's disease stopped o» 
him, but there waa no symptom of amendment Hia 
inind seems to have wandered at three in the morning: 
" he used some speeches a little before his dea^ 
rising and apparelling himself; but, being brought to 
his bed again, he died within ao hour." Some hare 
asserted that ha was poisonedf; bat (tf diis there is 

• miavt, sas,sm. 
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Deitber proof nor probabilitjr : the dimate wu pcnioii 
enongh, and a fnninded sjnrit* inaj, periiapa, have pre- 
diaposed the body to imbibe it.t 

The fleet anchored the lame day at Puerto BeUo ; 
and it was in sight of that place " from nhence he 
had borrowed bo large a reputation by hia fortunate 
BUccea&eH" that Drake received a Bailor's funeral f, his 
body in a leaden coffin being committed to the deep. 



hsgothiifltitrepuUtlon.'" P. 167.— 



De iquel lioiiibflv fttrtvidD j indmniible!] 
MirAd que trlite mnero de muerU 
Del currpa el alma a Ich iDflemu rlrate^" 

11 Fuller'! opinion, vba had heard tbe pirtlciilan from ■ Iciiw- 
[ii'>pre»iirinih««p«litini. Hltuctouniii.thatilrFnindi^ 
Hgu " w r«d Upon him. HccaiiceliicdtlialexpeetMlou— :■ 
urer— moiHitiDa each dajabuce bit departure, eiactedania. 
J J k u, ,j^ jj^t per™*' ^- •- ■■' • 
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b he liMl don in lUa toTnga coDilited In the nil he had done lo Iba 

lante tAr oB; Khareot be oould preeent but miaU TWUe pnoA in 
and. Tli*«apprebHi.loni,ac™nipanyin(,irnotcBnUiB, theill»»» 
»au]t,wrDUfhtAiJtuddeD death. ADdaEanetididnot loinuoh untla 
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th in Ehe Indke ChroDolofbco Peruano li cuvtotia 
1 ai ihowln* hon itmntantapetaonaceheapHiind 
d abode 96 iDurUtEnnclfcoDramieelCoiuio quo 
Qboi mane. Su muerte fue de eajfenncdad en Por^ 
da parSdo en ud naTio en el mai, 7 ftie buto WW 
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vith the wlemD Krrice of the English church, rendered 
more imprcMive by TolleyE of muaketiy, and firing of 
guns in all the ships of the fleet. He had made his 
will, appointiDg Thomai his brother and captain Jonas 
Bodenham eseculon, and leaving all bis landa to diat 
brother's son, except one manor, which he bequeathed to 
Bodenham.* 

The remaining biatery of die expedition may briefly 
be told. . BsBkerville succeeded to the commsiid of the 
Admiral, Bodenham to the Defiance. They found 
nothing to plunder at Puerto Betio and litde to destroy, 
A coundl was held, and it was determined to " turn up 
again for Santa Martha," if by any means they could, 
otherwise to go direcdy tbi England ; their whole 
nnmben at this time, uclc and sound, amonnting only 
to 3000. BaskerriUe put all hia prisonerE aibore ; 
an act of commendable humanity on his part, for two 
of them had been liberated on condition of returning 
with the ransom ^reed on for some of the rest, and 
nothing had been heard of them. It was an act of con- 
■ideration also for those of hia own people who were in 
the Spaniards' hands. As he was setting sul, there 
came one with a flag of truce, to say that, if he would 
tarry eight or ten days, oghteen of his men, who had 
been taken prisoners and well used, should be brought 
to him from Panama. The Spaniards were probably 
sincere in this; but the English supposed their offer 
was meant only u " a ddsy to keep them tliere till the 
long's forces had come about by sea, as they daily ex- 
pected ;" and, perhaps, they were as desirous of hasten- 
ing from that deadly r^on as of escaping a conflict 
with a fu superior force. So they departed ; and not 
being able to hold their course for Santa Martha, fell in 
off the isle of Pinos with twenty sail, which baring 
been refreshed at the Havannah, were then standing (br 
Cape de los Corrientes. This was a third part of the 
Carthagena fleet, which was sent out with instructioDs 

• Ibklujt,G8g. 
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to Kek the .Engliah with its whoie force wheresoeTcr 
they might be heard of. "As soon as they descried 
us," Mys the writer, " they kept close upon a tack, 
thinking to get the wind of ub, but we weadiered them. 
And when out admiritl with all the rest of our fleet 
were right in the wind's eye of them, sir Thomas 
Baskerrille putting out the queen's arms, and all the 
rest of our fleet their bravery, bare room with them, 
and Gomnanded the Defiance not to shoot, but to keep 
close by to succour him. The Vice-Admirai of the 
Spauii^B heing a greater ship than any of ours, and the 
beat sailor in aU their fleet, lufibd by and gave the Con- 
cord the two flrat great ahot, which she repaid presently 
again. Thus the fight begait : the Bonaventura bare 
fall with her, ringing her such a peal of ordnance and 
smallishot withal, that he left her with torn sides. The 
Admiral, also, made no spare of powder and shot. But 
the Defiance, in the midst of the Spanish fleet, thunder- 
ing off her ordnance and small shot, continued the light 
to the end ; so that the Vice- Admiral and three or four 
of her consorta were forced to tack about to the east- 
ward, leaving their Admiral and the rest of the fleet, 
who came not so hotly into the flght as they did. The 
flght continued two hours and better. At sunset all the 
fleet tacked about to the eastward : we continued our 
coarse to the westward. That sight, some half hour 
after, their fleet keeping upon their weather quarter, we 
saw a mighty smoke rise out of one of their great diips 
which stayed behind, which happened by meana of 
powder, as we think ; and presently sfter ahe was all aa 
a l%ht fire, and so was consumed, and all burnt, as we 
might well perceive."* 

The En^sh were evidently so weak, that they did 
not seek a renewal of the action, and the Spaniarda 
were glad to shnn it. BaskcrviUe touched at Flotes on 
his way home, and there landed two Fortugueze pilots 
whom they bad taken with them from England. They 
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Kkched FlTmonth early in Mbj ; and aa the ezpedidon 
had uUaly disappoiiited the expectation which had been 
encouraged of it* BOCCesB, Bukerrille seemH to hava 
obtained little credit* for the concluding action in which 
he had deserved much. If Hawkins and Drake had 
returned, their characters, and the signal aerricea ndiich 
hoth hod formerly performed, were euch, that they 
woold have retained their place in the queen's judgment 
and soon have recovered it in Hxe opinion of the people. 
There were no two commanders in that age whose 
names ins^ared their followers with more conSdence, or 
atruck ao much fear into their enemiei. Drake, in- 
deed, has attained the highest degree of fame : no other 
military or naval name is so universally known among 
hia countrymen ; and it is the only] one of modem 
history which baa acquired in local tradition a sort 
of mythological celebrity. This probably originaled 
with the Spaniarda, who may tmly be said to have 
honoured hia raemory in the bittemeas of their enmity 
towarda bim. Two days' holydaya were kept at Panama 
for hii death amd damnation ; and the moat popular of 
the Spanish poeta composed an epic poem to revile him. 
It was likely, according to a Spaniard's belief, that being 
a heretic Drake shonld have dealings with the devil ; 
that notion prevented them from feeling any mortia 
fication at his successei, which they imputed to the 
devil's aid ; and it enhanced their exultation over the 
failure of his last expedition, which they considered at 
the triamph of their religion over heresy and magic 
The imputation of magic when it readied his own 
country was readily received, not by the Hispaniolized 

' * Cuadn Mn, " BMktrvUU and Tp 
Admlnl, OMMhn In tlwAd>ain1,ittd ».._.. 
■hmH Imi nettni, nad tmta glmi (It ■ 
amnaoti.- (^)— IbuoBliiicainitlin 

ktf<ritte,"lwuji, "mat md fbughtvUli ■Bav^iMf^jKin: lhuhid quuHii^ 
hj igaao B of the ildiiHi lod weaknoa of hit men. Thii fleat wet lefJt to 
''*" ^'' of oun on tti return i tblnklnf, aa Indeed H faupBiud, 

ad tben both weak aod innnl: but itae iwmaimci 
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fioBunifts done, with whoee persuasiona political and 
leli^ous it accorded, but hj the common people also, 
who believed that there was a white as well as a black 
art magic, and that Drake, like Shakapeare'e Prospero, 
and friara Bacon and Bungay, with whom they were 
better acquainted, employed the ipirita under his com- 
mand only in good works. 

The fables which have been grafted upon this belief 
are fandful enough for the l^end of a British or Irish 
saint. Acconhug to the popular tiaditionB of the 
western counties, it waa not by his sidll as an engineer, 
and the munificent expenditure of the wealth which he 
had so daringly obt^oed, that Drake supplied Plymouth 
with fresh water ; but by mounting his horse, riding 
about Dartmoor till he came to a spring sufficiently co- 
pious for bis deaigii, dien wheeling round, pronouncing 
some magical words, and galloping back into the town, 
with the stream in iiill flow, and forming its own chan- 
nel at the horse'a heels. Nor was it with the queen's 
■hips that he defied and baffled the invincible armada, 
bat by taking a piece of wood and cutting it in pieces 
over the aide of his own vessel, when every chip as it 
fell into the sea became a man of war. There is an- 
other verHon of this miracle, — that he was playing at 
kaki (or skittles) on die Hoe at Plymouth, when tidings 
came that the Spanish fleet was sailing into the harbour, 
and that he heard the news without the slightest emo- 
tion, and played out his game. But when that was 
ended he celled for a bbck of wood and an axe, bared 
hia arms, chopped the block into smaller pieces, and 
threw them into the sea, when every piece became a 
fine diip, and presently fcnned a fleet by which the 
enemy were attacked and destroyed. 

To sail round the world was in the popular belief an 
adventure of the moat formidable kind, and not to be 
performed by plain sailing, but by reaching the end of 
this round flat earth, and there shooting the gulf, 
trtiic^ is the only passage fn»& one side of the world to 
the other : Drake shot the gulf, one day : when on the 
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other ude, he uked hia men if any of Aem knew wbera 
they were, > boy made aniirer that he knew, and that 
(}iey were then just ntider London bric^ : upon whieli, 
Btung by jealousy, Drake exclaimed, " Hast thou too a 
de»il? If I let thee live there will then be one greater 
man than myself;" and with that be threw him orer- 
board. When sir Francia left home to embark for this 
long voyage, upon taUi^ leave of hia wife, he told her 
that if he did not return within a certain number of 
yean she might conclude lum to be dead, and consider 
herself at liberty to take a second huthand. One Ter-> 
rion Axes the term at seven years, another at ten. During 
those years, madam Drake, though assfuled by many 
HuitarB,remained tmeasFenelope toberabeentlord; but 
after the term had expired, she accepted an oBbr. One 
of Drake's ministering apirita, whose charge it was to 
convey to him any intelhgence in which he was nearly 
concerned, brought him the tidings. Immediately he 
loaded one of his great guns, and fired it right down 
throi^h the globe on one aide, and up on the other^ 
with BO true an aim, that it made its way into the 
chorch, between the two paitiea most concerned, just aa 
the marriage service was beginning. " It comes from 
Drake!" cried the wife to the nownnbridedbrid^room; 
" he it alive ! and there must be neither troth nor ring 
between thee and me." This ia the Devonshire tra- 
dition ofthe "old warrior," aa they call him, and his lady. 
Tile stOTy in Somersetshire is, that aa they wen on the 
way to church a huge round stone fell from the sky, 
close by the intended bride, and alighted upon the train 
of her gown. She said, " it came from her husband," 
and immediately turned back ; and it was not long he. 
fore he returned, and, imitating Guy earl of Warwick, 
aaked alma of her at his own door in disguise : a smile 
betrayed that he was telling a feigned tale, and the 
faithful wife rect^nised him, and fell upon hia neck. 
It ^a aaid that the atone still remains upon the estate 
where it fell ; that it ia there used oa a weight upon the 
harrow ; and ia so welt contented with this usage, un- 
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ceremoDions bi for 8o extraordinary a rdic it may 1)e 
deemed, that if it be lemoved from the estate, it always 
returns thither, no person knows how. 

Tliis is tbe latest instance in which such fictions have 
been invented unconnected with Romish fraud or kC' 
tarian fanatidsm ; and it shows how strongly the ro. 
mantic character of Drake's exploits, and the extra- 
ordinary celebrity which he obtained, impressed the ■ 
imagination of his countrymen. He left a widow, 
£lizabetb, daughter and sole heireEs of sir George 
Sydenham, of Combe-Sydenham, in the county of Devon : 
ehe afterwards marriet William Courtenay, esq. of 
Powderham Castle. He bad no children, and of bis 
eleven brothers nine also died childless. The property 
which he left was much diminished by a prosecution 
which the crown instituted against his executor Thomas 
Drake, for what is said to have been " a pretended 
debt : " it would have been becoming in the govern- 
ment to have relinquiabed even a just claim. Drake, 
however, though a bountiful man, possessed tbe virtue 
of economy ; and the estate which remuned placed his 
nephew in such a station that he was created a baronet by 
James I., and represented the county of Devon in the 
beginning of the ensuing reign. Sir Francis him- 
self was twice returned to parliament for Bossiney oHat 
Tintagal in Cornwall, afterwards for Plymouth. He 
was of low stature, but well set ; bis chest broad, his 
hair a fine brown, his beard full and comely, his head 
remarkably round, his eyes large and clear, his com- 
plexion fair, and the expression of his fresh and cheer- 
ful countenance open and engaging. His temper was 
quick, and he is said to have been " hard to be recon- 
ciled ; " but the same strength of feeling made him 
constant in friendship. The gift of eloquence he pos- 
sessed in a remarkable degree, and was fond of dis- 
playing it. One who served under bira says that he 
was ambitions to a fault ; and the vanity which usually 
accompanies that sin laid him open to flattery : hut he 
encouraged and preferred merit wherever he found it ; 
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and bis a^ble ininD«^ gave him ■ bur hold upon tlie 
aSfecdons of his men, while they had the moat perfect 
confidence in hie unrivalled skill as a seainan, and his 
neveT-failing promptitude in aB cases of emet^ncy. 
At all times he was a wilting hearer of every man's 
opinion ; but for the most part — as a truly great tnazi 
fbr the most part mult be — a follower of his own. 

Hawkins led the way to the West Indies, Drake to 
the South Sea ; opening thereby a courae for adventurers 
who at length rivalled the vikfngaT in atrocity. The 
efibct upon the Spanish colonies was rooat injurious ; for 
rising and flouri^ng aettlements were some sabverted, 
ahd odien removed into the interior, to be beyond the 
reach of a descent : hereby rauch growing civilisatiaii 
was destroyed, and the people were withdrawn from the 
influence of maritime commerce] which is of all things 
most conducive to its progress. The expeditions under- 
taken in Elizabeth's reign against the Spaniards are 
said to have produced no advantage to England in any 
degree commensurate with the cost of money and ex- 
pense of life with which they were performed, though 
great evil was inflicted upon the enemy. If the ad- 
vantage were to be calculated by tbe rule of proflt and 
loss, and consisted only in tangible gain, this would he 
undeniable; but the effects produi»d upon tbe navy 
and upon the national character must be taken into the 
account. In these expeditions it was that those seamen 
were trained by whose sldD, so far as human skill was 
rendered instrumental in our deUveiance, the Spanish 
mnada was averted irom our shores; and a succession 
of sQch seamen has from that time been uninterruptedly 
maintained fiom generation to generation. 
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Thx moet mtceeatfU of all those adventiuvrs wlio fol- 
lowed in Drake's track was Tboniaa CkTendish, who 
was bwn to a large possession ind t fine mansion at 
Trimkjr St. Manin, in the county of Sufiblk. Hsving in 
a few years almost coninmed his whole estate in extrava- 
gance, and following the court, he " thought to recover 
himself hj a voyage mto the South Sea, at a time when 1 536. 
the war having openly b^;un it was lawAil to make 
any spoil upon the SpaniardB." This resolution was 
taken while he had yet means enongh remaining from 
the waste of his fbrtime to buHd from the stocka one 
ship of 120 and one of 60 tons, to purdwe a bark of 
40, fit them oat, and Tictnal them for tnv years; and 
with 123 persona of all sorts in this-little squadron he 
sailed from Plymouth on the S let of July, 1586. The 
names tf his vessels were the J>eBire, the Content, and 
die Hugh Gallant 

They made the Canaries on the 5d) of Angugt, and on 
the 26th anchored at Sierra Leone. The next day two 
n^roes came aboard, bat not without first requiring 
that a hostage should be sent ashore for tbeir own secu- 
rity ; for European villany had taught diem the necessity 
of such a precaution. They informed him by signs that 
there was i Fortngueze ship farther ap the river; and 
the Hugh Gallant was sent after her, but, after goii^ 
three or four leagues ap, returned For want of « pilot, 
" for the harbour runneth up three or fonr leagues 
more, and is of a marvellons breadth, and very dan- 
gerous." On the morrow some of the men went ashore, 
and played and danced all the forenoon with the negroeE, 
with a view to learning some good news of (he ship on 
which they had fixed their hopea, They spied a For* 
B 3 
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tugueze among the biuhes, whom they seized and canietl 
aboard : the account of the navigation which they 
obtained from him conrinced them that it was prudent to 
lease the ehip unmolested ; " Wberenpon,", says mast^ 
Frands Pretty, of £ly in SufiFolk, a gentleman em- 
ployed in the voyage, " we went not to seek her, be- 
cause we knew he told us the truth ; for we bound 
him, and made him fast, and so examined him." 
Whether this means that they tortured him ia unoer- 
t^n, and ia of little consequence to the character of 
this commander. Cavendiah landed the next day 
with some seventy men, and for no assigned provo- 
cation attacked the negro town, burnt some of the 
houses, and took what little spoil was worth taking. la 
consequencBj when his people were watering and wash- 
ing " very quietly, afterwards, they were suddenly at- 
tacked, many of them hurt, and one mortally wounded."* 
They now sailed for Brazil, went in between the 
island of St. Sebastiana and the shore, landed, and re- 
muned there from the 1st of November to the iSA, 
building a pinnace, repairing their casks, and com- 
pleting their water. While they were thus employed, 
a canoe, bound from Rio de Janeiro to San Vicente, fell 
into their hands. One Portugueie was on board, with 
six naked Indian shiTes. The Fortugueze linew the 
master of the Admiral, who had been at St. Vicente in 
the Minion of London five years before. There wis 
an Englishman redding then at thst port, probably the 
first of his nation who settled in BrszO : by his means 
Cavendish thought to obtain tresh provisions, little 
caring to what after account his countryman might 
be called for communicatiDg with him ; so pretending 
to the Fortugueze that they were merchants, and would 
gladly traffic with him, he set him at Uherty, on con. 
dicion of his carrying a letter to Whital, and returning 
with an answer, or sending one in ten days. The dis- 
lance was about twenty leagues. But the merchant 

,^ • BtaUujt, Ul 803, BO* aunie)r,i..8^85. 



).w<i..GtKi'^le 



CATENDIBB. 945 

seems to have been too wary to hold any intercourse 
with BO Bn^picioDs a squadron ; nothing more was heard 
of the messenger; and Cavendish, having despatched his 
huainesB, sailed toward the south, and on the 1 7th of De- 
cember anchored in a harbour, wltich he named Port 
Desire, the discoverj of which is the only one of any im- 
portance that can be attributed to him.* This being a 
good place for laying the ships aground, they " graved 
and trimmed them" there, finding, meantime, " mar- 
velloog good meat" in the young seals, which, " being 
roasted or boiled, were hardly to be known from lamb 
or matton ;" and in the penguins, which bmrowed in 
the ground like rabbitB.t 

The greatest inconvenience in this port was tlie want 
of fresh water. The best they could obtain was by 
digging, and that proved brackish ; and some of their 
people, while engaged at this well, were attacked viith 
bows and arrows by about fifty Indians. Two of 
them were severely wounded, and the savages were 
pursued in vain by Cavendish himself and some twenty 
men. These Indiana had old wrongs to avenge, and 
nothing is more tenaciously remembered in that stage 
of society. On the 6th of January Cavendish arrived 
at the entrance of the straits, and in the evening an* 
chored near what ia called the first Angostura, or 
Strait of the Straits. During the night lights were ob- 
served on the north shore, apparently intended as signals 
to the ships, and lights accordingly were shown as 
answers. In the morning Cavendish went himself in 
a boat to that side of the strait, and three men were 
seen on the shore waving a white flag. Upon this the 
boat stood in : it was asked, in Spanish, what ships 
they were P and answered in the same language that they 
were En^ish, bound for Peru. Bitterly, no doubt, dis- 
appointed by 'this reply, the Spaniards were silent, 
till Che English spokesman told them that if they chose 
to embark, the general would carry them to Peru. To 
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this the replf was, diat they would not tnut tbonselvea 
to the English for fear they should be thrown into the 
sea. The interpreter made answer they might verj 
well tniEt themgelvee, for the EngU^ were better 
ChrlatianH than they. With this the boat put off, leav- 
ii^ them to abide by their own determination. But 
they presently coniidered that it were better at any risk 
to embark than remain where they must ineTitably 
perish ; and they called after the boat, which pnt back, 
took one of them aboard, Tom£ Hemtndei by uame, 
and again pushed off, not receiving the other two. 
Hernandez entreated that they also m^ht be taken, in 
reply to which Cavendish enquired bow many Spaniards 
there were in those parts ? The answer was, twelre 
more men and three women. Cavendish then bade him 
tell his companions to go to them, and bid them all 
come and embark, and he would wait for them. With 
this joyful message the poor men went tbeir'way. But 
when Cavendish got on board again, the wind was fair 
for advancing up the straits : he ordered the anchors to 
be taken up ; and not thinking it proper to lose, even 
for two or three hours, a fair wind, for the sake of hu- 
manity, sailed away.* 

These men belonged to an expedition, which, in con- 
sequence of Drake's appearance in the South Sea, had 
been sent from Spain to fortify the strait, and form 
settlements there. The viceroy of Peru, D. Francisco 
de Toledo, apprehending, from the daring conduct of 
such an enemy, and that enemy an English heretic, 
that nothing less than the Spanish dominion in thrae 
seas, with the property, bodies, and souls of the inha- 
bitants was at stake t, had with great personal exer- 
tions and extraordinary speed despatched captain Pedro 
Sarmiento de Gamboa, with two ships, to survey the 
strait, and take especial notice of all places therein 
which appeared convenient for a settlement, or to be 
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fortified for guardiDg the passage. When this service 
wu performed he was to send one ship bnclc with ad~ 
vices to Lima, and proceed in the other to Spain to lay 
the buEinetB hefore the Idng and the mipreme council of 
die Indies. Fart of his instTucdons was, that he was 
to take and carry away some of the natives, in order to 
acquire by that meang some knowledge of (heir lan- 
guage. Sarmiento, though abandoned by his consort, 
completed with great diligence and ability the service on 
which he was sent. He marked two points near the 
eastom eDtrance, in the narrowest part, as well adapted 
for defence ; the breadth at the westernmost being a 
geogr^hical le^ue and a half, at the eastemraoat le«s 
than half a league ; and be made it known to all men 
by a declaration, a copy of which was buried there in 
an earthem jar at the foot of a cross, which he erected 
pursuant to the usual form of taking possession, that 
" having, in conformity to the viceroy's instmctiona, 
taken our moat serene Lady, the Vii^n St. Marf , for 
the advocate and patroness of this vay^, for that 
reason, and because of the wonders whi<^, through her 
intercession, bad been wrought in its behalf, he had 
given to the strait formerly called after Magellan the 
name of Estrecho de la Madre de Dies, — the Strait of 
the Mother of God." • 

When Sarmiento arrived in Spain he proposed that 
both shores of the eastern Angostura shouM be fortified, 
whereby, in his opinion, the passage would he com- 
pletely defended; and he represenled that there were 
places within the strait convenient for the settlement of 
colonies. The duke of Alva opposed the project, though 
his own son had originated it: "if a ship," he said, "only 
euried out anchors and cables enough for her security 
■gainst the storms in that part of the world, she would 
go well laden." But it was believed by the Spanish 
government at that time that the English were making 
preparations for establishing themselves in the strut. 
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and so t&kmg possesnon of the passage ; and UDcler thig 
belief an armamenE of twenty-three ahipB and 3500 men 
waseqiupped at SenlleforSouth America. Di^ioFloreti 
deValdeswasappointed commander; and with tbe whole 
fleet, which wa$ formed into three diTisiona, each for a 
separate service, he wa« first to sail for the straits, 
and there assist Sarmiento in planting the projected 
colony, for the use of which one division was allotted. 
That done, another division was to proceed to Chili, 
158t. and the third put back to Brazil. This expedition 
Bailed at the autumnal equinox, against the pilots' re- 
monstrance, but by peremptory order* from the govern- 
ment ; and on the eighth day after leaving Seville, while 
yet near their own coast, five of the ships went down in 
» violent storm irom the S.W., and 800 men perished. 
The remainder put back to Cadiz in distress, two of 
them being totally disabled for service.* " 

It was December before the fleet, now reduced in 
number to sixteen, was again ready for sea ; and aa Uie 
season was thought too far advanced for their proceed- 
ing directly to the strait, they were ordered to winter 
at Rio de Janeiro. Sarmiento and other officers ob- 
jected against this port, because the ships, while tying 
there, would be liable to much injury from the worm. 
This olfjection, like that of the pilots at their first out- 
set, was disregarded. The fleet sailed, stopped a month 
at the Cape de Verds, and took from thence a disease 
which carried off 1 50 men during the passage to Brazil, 
where they arrived toward the end of March : as many 
more died while they remained at the Rio, and many 
of the intended aettlera (happily for themselves) de- 
serted, and remained in a good country. Here the 
frames of a brigantine and launch, intended for aerrice 
in the strait, were set up, and Uiose of two wooden 
houses were made for immediate use on their arrival 
there. But the evil which Sarmiento anticipated took 
place ; the ships were attacked by the worm ; several 
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'became leaky ; one was abandoned as unserviceable ; 
and when, at the end of November, the fleet proceeded 
on it8 destination, the brigaDtine and launch were lost 
in the first boisteroiu weather; and ore of the largest 
ships, of 500 tons, with most of the stores for the new 
colony on board, and 350 persons, twenty of whom bad 
embarked as female settlers, sprung so fatal a leak, that 
before any assistance could reach her she went down. 
Disheartened by this last calamity, Valdes put back 
toward Brazil, and, before] he reached the island of St. 
Catalina, another of his ships was wrecked on the coast. 
After some dispute between the commanders it was 
at length ^^eed to make another attempt; but three 
of the largest ships were now in too shattered a state 
for such a service, and they were left here with SOO of 
flie sick and least serviceable men, and with orders to 
return to the Rio." 

Once more this unfortunate fleet set forth for the 
strait, and as they were leaving the island another ship 
got on a hank, and was wrecked. Sarmiento's vessel 
became leaky and nnfit for proceeding: it was again 
taken into consideration what should he done, and, 
gainst the opinion of Valdes, the determination was 
to persevere ; but it was agreed that the part of the 
force which was intended for Chili, and which was now 
contained in three vessek, should make for the Plata, 
■nd irom thence proceed to thdr destination by land. 
The remainder of the fleet, now reduced to five, arrived 
on the 7th of February in the mouth of the strait, and cast 
anchor in the first Angostura. During the night tbey 
were forced out by a gale of wind ; and after beating 
about till the end of March, without being able to regain 
an entrance, Valdes returned in despair to Rio de 
Janeiro. There they found four ships from Spain, 
laden with stores for their use, and bringing letters which 
exhorted the chiefs to perseverance. Valdes, however, 
quitted the command, and sailed for Europe, leaving 
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Diego de U Ribert lo act in his stead. On the 2d of 
December the expeilition again Bailed, coBuating now of 
five sfaipB and 5S0 bouIb. They arrived lafely in tlie strait 
on the lat of Fehnury, paased the firat Angostura, aod 
anchored between it and the second ; but the ebb tide 
forced thero from their anchors, and carried tbem back 
into the open sea. They anchored again close to Cape 
de laa Virgenes, and because Ribera would risk no far- 
ther loss of time, there they began to disembark. Three 
hundred persona had luided, when, on the 5th, a gale 
of wind compelled the ships to quit the anchorage ; 
on regaining it one of them ran aground nithin the 
entrance, and was wrecked : the people, artillery, and 
provisions were saved, but the provisions damaged. 
Before all the stores could be landed, Ribera, with three 
ships, left the strut during the night, and returned to 
it no more. He has been reproached as if he had wil- 
fully abandoned the settlers, and sailed for Spain ; but 
it is more likely that he was forced from his anchors, 
and that his people, finding the opportunity favoural)^, • 
insisted upcm bending their course for Spain.* 

Sarmiento was now left with one ship, 400 men, thirty 
women, and eight months' provision. He laid the found- 
ation of a town near the entrance, on tbe north side, 
and named it the City of the Name of Jesus, la Ciudad 
del Sombre de Jems. Leavii^ Andres de Viedma in the 
command there, with 150 men, he sent the ship to Point 
St. Anna, which is on the same shore, about twenty.flve 
Spanish leagues within the first Angostura, while he, 
with 100 men, proceeded thither by land. During a 
difficult and inauspicious march skirmishes took place 
with the Indians, whom he should have sought by every 
possible means to conciUate : several of his own people 
were wounded, and one of their chiefs killed. Near the 
point he founded his second town, which he called San 
Felipe : the situation was well chosen. There was a 
port with good anchorage, from whence a boat could 
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reach the flret Angostura in one tide : there was a fresh 
water rirer, the country was well wooded, the port 
abounded widi fish, and the shoie with birds ; but the 
snow which, during the month of April, feU for fif- 
teen days, without intermisEiou, made the unfortunate 
Spaniards apprehend what sort of winter they might 
expect in this inhospitable region. This, howeTer, was 
to be their abiding place ; ^ey surrounded it with a 
etrong palisade, and at each of its three entrances, one 
towardE the port, the other towards the interior, 
planted two pieces of artillery. Sarmiento, nevertheless, 
found it necessary for his own secatity ta sleep every 
n^^ht on board, lest the dissatisfaction which was felt 
toward him as the promoter of to disastrous an under- 
taking should break int« open mutiny, and end in hia 
destruction. In fact, he was secretly informed that a 
soldier, by name Juan Rodriguez, and Alonso Sanchez, 
a secular priest,'had formed a conspiracy for murdering 
him, B»zlng the ship, and escaping in it to BraziL Of 
this information he made such good nee, that he got 
Rodriguez, the priest, and three others of the ring- 
leaders, on board, and charged Aem with their guilt. 
They confessed it: the foiu lay culprits were taken 
ashore, labelled as traitors on their shoulders; they 
were beheaded backwards for the greater infamy, and 
their heads exposed upon poles. The priest was kept 
prisoner on board. This execution is said to have 
made the settlers quiet and peaceable; and Sarmiento, 
with thirty men, left them for Nombre de Jesus on the 
25th of May: his intention was to give directions for for. 
liiyit^ the Angosturas, to convey more settlera to San 
Fdipe, and then sail for Chili in order to obtain 
supplies,' 

He reached Nimibre de Jesus, was driven from his 
anchorage, and, after contending twenty days gainst 
the weather, saw that his only course mutt be to steer 
for Brazil, and there obtain provisionB, which it waa now 

* Bunie7,e!_5t. Tiaai Hernuidu, Till.— iIU. 
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imposdble for him to seek in Chili. It was midwinter 
ID those regions when he wriTed at Rio Je Janeiro. 
There he procured a hark, loaded her with meal, aad, 
leaving directions for her to saU at the proper Beason, 
proceeded along the coast in search of further Bupplies : 
his ship was driven ashore and wrecked, many of the 
crew perished, and he himself with difficulty escaped on 
a plank. He procured another bark, freighted her with 
necessaries for his colony, and sailed in her from the 
Rio : but when he had got aa far as 39'^ 9. a storm com^ 
pelled him to throw every thing over board, and return 
to the port from whence he had departed more than 
seven weeks tiefore ; and where he found that the vessel 
which he had first despatched had put hack nitfaout 
effecting her passage. Hitherto Sarmiento, when he 
reflected upon his multiplied disappointments, could call 
none but the elements unkind ; but the Fortugueze 
govemoTB were now weary of hia solicitations : they 
had learned from Spain that both he and his under- 
taking were out of favour there ; Ribera having re- 
ported on his return that the strait was more than » 
league across in its narrowest part, and that if a sliip 
had wind and current in her favour no ordnance on shore 
could stop her. Sarmiento, therefore, as 
sailed for Spain, there to justify his o 
and, it may be hoped, to urge npon the government 
the duty of taking some measures for the relief of the 
miseraUe settlers. After his departure, the governor 
of the Rio sent one ship with supplies for them ; but 
this vessel also was driven back, and no farther effiirt 
was made for their relief, either by the colonial gover- 
nors or Spain : those in America, upon whom any 
responsibility might be supposed to lie, transferred it 
in their own minds each from himself to another ; and 
at], no doubt, rested in the persuasion, that the Spanish 
government, haring planted the colony, would take all 
necessary measures for preserving it. But in Spain 
ample provision having been made in fitting out theex- 
peditioD, the possibility of to many losses, and of such 
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lepeated failures, had evidently never been conadered as 
it ought. If Sanniento's ill fortune had not still pur- 
aued him, his personal representations might, probably, 
have produced some efiect in Spain. But he was cap- 
tured by some English cruisers off the Azores, and 
carried to England ; and though Elizabeth, it is said, 
gave him his liberty, after an interview in which she 
conversed with him in Latin, provided him with a pass, 
port, and presented him with 1000 crowns, various mis- 
adventures retarded for some years his return to his 
own country. And from the time he left the straits 
no vessel reached them till Cavendish appeared there.* 
There are few tales in colonial history more cala- 
mitous than the fate of this forlorn and forsaken co- 
lony. Sarmiento had left them at the end of May. In 
August (which cwrespondB to our February, and is, 
therefore, onet of the severest months in that miserable 
climate,) the settlers at Nombre de Jesus thought it 
necessary to remove to San Felipe. Thither, accord- 
ii^Iy, they went by land ; but Viedma, who com- 
manded there, having no provisions for such increased 
numbers, sent 200 men back under Juan IBiguez, to 
support themselves as they could by picking up shell 
fish, and in other ways, and to be on the look out for a 
ahip with succours. Spring and summer passed, and 
no relief: winter was approaching j and lest those at 
San Felipe, who had thus long endured, should irre- 
mediably perish of hunger, as they must if they re- 
muiied there, Viedma built two boats, embarked in 
them with all the survivors there, then reduced to fifty 
men, five women, a friar, Sarmiento's nephew, Juan 
Suarez, and Viedma himself. They had proceeded some 
ux leagues toward Nombre de Jesus, when oneof the boats 
got upon a reef, and was lost. The people were saved ; 
but in so hopeless a situation that it was deemed best 
for Viedma to return in the other boat with the friar 
and twenty men, and for the remainder to remdn where 
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they got to ahore, hut diemaelTeB there, and find provi- 
UODS >H they cauld. The Mah and penguini, of which 
our nivigalors made such u«e,were inicceiHible to them; 
and they divided themselvea into small parties of three 
or four, for the better chance of finding wherewith to 
prolong a wretched existence. When snmnier came, 
and Viedms collected the sarriTors, only fifteen men and 
three women were left ; and with these Viedma was en- 
deavouring to reach Narobre de Jesus when the English 
diips appeared. They had passed on their way many 
dead bodies of their countrymen.* 

The ntter want of compaaaion with which Cavendish 
left these poor wretches to their fate, after he h&d 
promised to take them on board, excited no animad- 
Tenion in his- own t!me«. The dngle Spaniard, who 
waa fortunate enough to escape with him, relates it 
without any expresuon of feding: the weather was 
fair for aoiliog, he says, and he did not choose to wait. 
Whether (here were any BurvivorB at that time atNontbre 
de JeauB is not known : probably not; for it may well 
be supposed that they also would have made signals to 
the ships. An English vessel which entered the Btrait 
in the year following took one Spaniard on board near 
San Felipe : he had supported Idmself with his gun, 
having long lived in a house by himself, being the last 
survivor of these poor colonists; and, except Hernandez, 
the only one who escaped from the deplorable situation 
in which their government had fint placed and then 
E^MUidoned them- All that is known of the others, 
whom Cavendish might have saved, is that their inten- 
tion was to travel towards the Plata, and that they 
moat have perished on the way. 

At San Fehpe, which had been founded for the sole 
purpose of secnring the passage of the strait against 
all foreigners, the English ships " watered and wooded 
welt and quietly, and remained there five days thus 
employed." The journalist of Cavendish's voyage saya. 
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" the; had ContriTed their citj very well, and seated it in 
the best place of the Btraits for wood and water." By hie 
account there were four fortB, each haviog one cast piece : 
the pieces had beea dumsntled and buried, but the £n. 
glish dog for them, and " had them «U." — " They had 
built &eir churches apart," he says, " and they had laws 
Teryaerere, — "of which the gibbet bore certain proof. 
But all attempts to r^e proviuon having failed, their 
stores being connimed, and game rendered so scarce and 
irild that it was hopeless for men, in their weak state, to 
go in search of it, they had " died like' dogs in their 
houseg, and iiL their clothes." Thus the survivors, when 
they took their miserable departure, had left them ; and 
thus they were found by Cavendish, who named the 
place, in memorial of their fafe. Port Famine. That 
name it atUl ''retains in English charts; die Spaniards 
themselves have adopted it, and Puerto de Han^e 
markg in their maps the place where the Ciudad de San 
Felipe had been founded I 

Cavendish buried one of his men on the northern 
shore. This was the only lots that he sustained in the 
passage ; but he acted inconsiderately toward the na- 
tives, beUeving them to be treacherous cannibals, on the 
report of Hernandez, and seeing that they had fastened 
knives and pieces of swords to their spears.* Instead of 
endeavouring to make them understand that the English 
were not their enemies, like the Spaniards, he ordered 
his men to fire upon them after some friendly inter- 
course had previously taken place ; and in this anpni- 
vdcedattadtmanywere killed. He entered the South Sea 
on the 34th of February, with a favourable wind ; and in 
the middle of Mardi a part; landed on the isle of 
Mocha, near the coast of Chili, " where the Indians 
attacked than with bows and anom, but were marvet- 
knu wary of the caBvws." The En^ish supposed these 
ID be Anucans, whose heroic effijrts in defence of their 
country the Spaniards themselves had rendered famous ; 
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lecording at the Buoe time the mBgnanimit; of th«r 
eneiniea uid their own atrociouii crueltj^. CaTeDdistt 
landed next on the island of St. Maria with seTentj 
men, where they were mutaken for Spaniards, Bubmis- 
sively recdved, and " plentifiilly supplied with wheat 
and barley ready threshed, as fair, as clean, and every 
way as good as any in England ; and with potato roots 
very good to eat," all stored in ve^s, and lodged in 
atorehotues, as tribute for the Spauiarde, who had 
erected a church there. In addition to these welcome 
SDppUea, the Indians brought them hogs, fowls, muze, 
and dried dog-fish ; and Cavendish, in return, enter- 
t^ned some of the chief people on board, and made them 
merry with wine.* 

Missing Valparaiso, where he meant to have stopped, 
CaTendiah anchored about seven lesguestN. of that 
port, in I'uerto de Quintero. A herdsman who was 
sleeping on the brow of the hill at this time awoke j 
and seeing three sbipa, was observed to catch a horse 
Aat was grazing near, and to ride away as fast as he 
could. The general landed with thirty men: before 
he had been an hour on shore, three horsemen came 
galloping toward them sword in hand; but stopped 
short at respectful distance. He sent two of his 
people with Hernandez toward them : they made signs 
that only one should approach, and without arms. Her- 
nandez went ; and after much tallc returned, telling Ca> 
vendish that he had parlied with them concerning 
proTisions, and had been promised as much as might be 
wanted. He was sent iMck to complete the negotia- 
tion, and a man with him ; but, as before, the Spaniards 
made e^s that they would not hold parley with two 
persons; Hernandez was again trusted; and being 
at some distance from the English, after a few words he 
leaped up behind one of his countrymen, and rode off; 
" for all his deep and damnable oaths which he had 
made," aays Pretty, " continually to our general and all 
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his company, never to fotsaike lum, but to die on his 
aide before he would be falie. Our general, leeing boir 
he wu dealt withal, filled water all diat day with good 
watch, aad. carried it aboard ; and n^t being come, he 
detennined next day to send into the country to find 
flieir town, and take the spoil of it, and fire it if it 
could be found." In this he failed ; the party which 
was ordered upon the service discorering notWg but 
great store of cattle which were " wonderAiI wild, and 
of horse which were unhandled," and of dogs as wild 
as the cattle, on which they fed. They returned after 
a whole day's march, without loss, though without suc- 
cess in their search for the town. But on the morrow, 
as they were carelessly watering about a quarter of a 
mile from the shore, a strong party of horsemen, who 
had been too cautious to attack them when they were on 
their guard the preceding day, surprised tbem, and 
twelve* of the Eng^sh were cut off; of these three 
appear to have been slain, and six of the prisoners were 
bulged at Santiago. 

After this loss Cavendish remained in the road four 
days, and watered in despite of the Spaniards, with good 
watdi and ward. On the S3d he took a small bark 
coming out from Arica which he kept, and named the 
George. The crew took to their boat, and were pur- 
sued by the admiral's pinnace into Arica road; they 
got ashore, and the pinnace laid aboard a great ship 
of 100 tons, in which, however, ndther men nor goods 
were found. The Admiral and the Hugh Gallant fbl> 
lowed into the road, but the Content was out of sight, 

• Preltjit»tMlli«lDM»ltwel»e, BtnlglTH the nuuri of an ud orifas 

thu tmaelwany-nnir Spuilndi wen kJllcd In Itacikirmiih.obkb'con- 
tiniud an hour. Hinunda un no Spulard «• burt^ MclT* ElUllih 
wmUOti, ud sine lik«; mnd bt nHntioni the enculkn ttifi at 
UieH; tlKiittafLp^in,c«I]idthfaw)vaHanuiCU>iaUci. Admlnl 
Buinij lUnka thd mn fain baen u set or miceuiee fSr the SponUidi 
in the (tnlt, whom CaTOidiita, vben he mlflit u emilT hiTe HTed 
then, li>d left to peiUi tlxare Tbenco«ldlienopl«(bTFiittlB|thtiiita 
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oiberwite Cavenduli " vould reaolulel]' h&re landed to 
take the town, whatsoever had come of it"' The Con_ 
tent had heen more pleasantly employed than in attacjc— 
ing a tovn which was hkdj to be well defended : — she 
bad found at a place where some Spaniards had landed 
a whole ship's lading of Spanish wine, and tarried to 
take on hoard a» much ss she ceuld convenientlj carry, 
then in the course of the same day joined the squadroa. 
Bj that time Cavendish perceived chat Arica was 
well prepared for defence, found reason for believing 
that the treasure had been carried away and secured 
upon the alarm of his approach, and saw that there was 
no landing without the loss of many men ; " wherefore 
he gave over that enterprise." However, he fetched 
out another bark, in spite of their forts, and then sent 
a flag of truce to ask if they would redeem their ship. 
He did this in hope that he might recover some of hia 
men who had be«i captured, otherwise he would have 
made no ofier of parley ; but their answer was thai they 
had received special orders neither to buy any ship nor 
ransom any man on pain of death : upon this he 
burnt the ship, sunk the bark, and so departed, having 
been three days in the road.* 

On the 37th they took a small bark sent from a 
place near Quintero, where Cavendish had lost his men, 
with despatches concerning him to Lima. There were 
on board three Spaniards, an old Fleming, and one 
George a Greek, who was " a reasonable pilot for all 
the coast of Chili." In obedience to their oiders, and 
to an oath which had heen administered to them by 
some friars before they set sail, these men, aa soon as 
they saw themselveB in danger, threw the despatches 
overboard ; hut Cavendish " wrongfat so with them," 
that they confessed their errand ; " But he was faiu," 
says his journalist, " to cause them to be tormented with 
their thumbs in a winch, and to continue them at 
several times with extreme pain. Also he made the 
old Fleming believe that he would hang him ; and the 

• HaJu;t,eO»,SIO. Butaej.iS. 
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rope being about hi» neck, he was palled ufi s little 
from the hatchet ; and yet he would not confess, 
dwocdng rather to die than be perjured. In the end it 
wai confessed by one of the Spaniards ; whereupon we 
burnt die bark, and carried the men with us." This 
cruelty was a work of supererogation, for which there 
was no such pretext as in those days was thought to 
justify such actions. After plundering two little set- 
tlements, the Bhips were all separated for awhile, during 
which time the Hugh Gallant, with sixteen hands, cap- 
tured, after half an hour's fight, a ship of 300 tons with 
a crew of twenty-four men. They took ^m her her fore- 
sails, and left her, " seven leagues from land, very leaky 
andready tosink:" — itiatobe hoped the men were taken 
out. On the 17th of May the fleet was again collected ; 
two other prizes meantime had been captured, of which 
one " would have been worth 20,000f. in England, oi in 
any other place of Christendom, where it might have 
been sold." They took out as much as they could 
stow, and burnt the rest with the ship. The men and 
women, " who were not killed," were set on shore.* 

The next enterprise was at Paita. Cavendish an- 
chored in the road, landed with sixty or seventy men, 
and drove the inhabitants out of the town, " which. ' 
was very well built, and marvellous clean kept in every 
street, with a town-bouse in the midst, and to the 
number of 200 houses at the least." This flourishing 
place he burnt to the ground, he and his people deriv- 
ing no other advantage from this exploit than twenty- 
five pounda' weight of silver among them, and the 
satisfaction of reflecting upon the mischief they had 
done. Thence they went to the island of Puna, where 
most of the cables used in the South Sea were made : 
there they sunk a ship " with all her frimiture," which 
was lying ready to be hauled ashore, being in " a special 
good plac^ for that purpose." It was learnt from an 
Indian, whom they took at sea, that the lord of the 
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irfmd, with most of the inhaWtants, had fled to the 
munlaDd, Meiog hta fleet, when (luckily for them) it 
•was becahned; and that they had taken with them trea- 
Bure to the amount of 100,000 crowni. This lord 
was an Indian cacique, who, " by reason of his plea- 
aant habitau'on, and of his great wealth, had got a beau- 
tiful Spanish woman for hia wife." His " aumptuoua 
house," wLicb atood by the water-side, was " maryeUona 
veil contrived, with very many singular good rooms and 
cbamben; i.'qJ out of every chamber was framed a 
£>Uery, with a stately prospect to the sea en one side, 
«nd into Ibe islimd on the other, with a taarrellouB 
great half btilc'W, and a very great storehouse at one 
end, filled witl'i jars of pitch, and haai for making 
fables. On aw > side was a fair garden, in which were 
fig trees, t^H bore eontinually, pompions, melons, 
cucumbers, radishes, r.^wemary, and thyme, with mmj 
other herbs ,n>A fruits. There was a well in this 
'garden, and a;potton plantation round it. On the other 
side was an orchard, stocked with oranges, sweet and 
sour, lemons, Ihnes, and pomegranates. Hard by was 
a very large and great church, with five bells. There 
were at least SOO houses in the town, near the palace, ^ 
and a'i many in one or two towns more upon the island, 
-whic'ii is almost a; big as the Isle of Wi^t."* 

" This gireat (jacfque," says Pretty, '' doth make all 
' the Indians upon the island to work and to drudge for 
him." But if the description be not overchaiged, he 
had brought hts island to a d^ree of civilisation which 
had not then been exceeded in any part of Spanish 
America, if it has since, " The Spanish woman, his 
wife," he contlnuea, "is honoured as a queen, and never 
goeth on the ground upon her feet; holding it too base 
a thing for her. '&})t, ^hen h^ pleasure is to take the 
air, or to go abroad, she Is always carried, in a convey- 
ance like unto a hone-litter, upon four men's shoulders, 
with a veil or canopy over her, for the sun or the wind; 
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b&ving her gentlewomen still attending about her, witb a 
great troop of the best men of the island." Cavendigh 
had been told by an Indian prisoner that he might easily 
take the cacique, and the treasure which he had carried 
off, for the place to which he had retreated consisted of 
only three or four houses, without any means of defence. 
Relying upon this, he crossed over to the mainland ; 
.and on reaching the place where be designed to land, 
found there four or five !ai^e balsas, which had newly 
arrived, laden with provisions. Marvelling " what they 
were and what they meant " Cavendish commanded the 
Indian to speak the truth, as he valued his life. The 
poor wretch was bound fast, for torture or for execution, 

he might well suppose, — or both ; he answered, 

" being very much abashed," says Pretty, " as well as 
OUT company were, that he neither knew whence they 
came, nor who they might be ; for there was never a 
man in any one of the balsas ; but he supposed they 
might have brou^t threescore soldiers, who he had 
heard were to go to Guayquil (six leagues from tbe 
ialaud), and rdnforce the garrison of 100 men, for the 
better protection of some Ling's ships then on the stocks 
there. Not discouraged at this. Cavendish animated his 
company to the exploit, and marched by night, " along 
a most desert path in the woods^" till he reached the place 
of ^which the Indian had truly informed him.* But the 
cacique had kept a good look-out; the people and the 
treasure were gone. It would have been rash to pursue 
the one, and hopeless to search for the other in the woods 
and in the darkness ; and the adventurers were fain to 
console themselves for their oisappointment by regaling 
upon the food, which they found at the Are, prepared 
for the cacique's supper. 

So little did Cavendish apprehend any activity on the 
part of the Spaniards, notwithstanding they had received 
this reinforcement, that he laid the Admiral aground at 
Fima, to examine and clean her bottom; keeping, how- 
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cTer, continukl watch and ward on tbe cadqnes great 
house night and da;. In an adjacent island he dis- 
covered « great quantity of stores which had been re- 
moved thither .for concealroent, with all the cadqae's 
" hooKhold stuff, lud his chamber-hat^ngs, which 
were of Cordovan leather, all gilded over, and painted 
very fair and rich." A Spanish wife had inspired him 
with a taste for the reflnemenla and luxuries of Spani^ 
dvilisalion ; and he seems to have inspired the Spaniards 
with more promplitnde and resolution than at this time 
they were wont to display. The English had got their 
ship into the water again; when, early one morning, 
every one of the watch being gone abroad marauding, 
" some one way, some another, some for hens, loine 
for sheep, B(»ne for goats," about 100 Spaniards, who 
had landed during the night, with all the Indians 
of the island, came upon them ; and of twenty English- 
men who were ashore only eight escaped. In the course 
of the day, CaTendish landed, with seventy men, to re- 
venge their loss, drave the enemy from the town, set fire 
to it, and homed it to the ground. He homed, also, 
four ships which were bnilding on the stocks ; bumed 
the church, and brought away the bells, and " made 
havoc " of the fields, orchards, and gardens ; then 
hauled the Vice-Admiral ashore " to grave at the same 
place in despite of the Spaniards," and repaired his pin- 
iiace, which they had set on fire, and in which one of 
his men had perished in the flames. There can be no 
excuse for the negligence which allowed his people to 
be a second time surprised, and little for the ferocious 
spirit of revenge in which he Jaid waste what, when 
in evil hour he landed there, was a happ^ and 
an improving island. A hundred years * afterwards 
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it hitd not recovered frora the devastation then com-* 

Having remained at Puna eleven days, Cavendieh 
departed on the 5th of Jane, Bunk the Hugh Gallant for 
want of men, proceeded to the coast of New Spain, and 
tiiere captured a ataip in which was one Michael Sancins, 
a Mareeillois by birth, who was one of the best coaat^ 
in the South Sea, and who was, therefore, detained " to 
serve their turn in watering along the coast." He 
served it another way, by giving them news that a great 
ship, called the Santa Anna, was expected at Acapulco 
from the Phihppines. There were six men more in the 
prize, whom they took out, together with the aails, ropes, 
and firewood, and then set the vessel on fire. She was 
going along the coast 1o give the alarm; and anodier 
vessel, upon the same service, came to the same fate, 
except that the men got to shore. Cavendish next 
landed atGuatulco, a town of about 100hauBeB,whichhe 
plundered and burned. lu the custom house, " a very 
fkir and large " building, they found 600 bags of in- 
digo, valued at forty crowns each ; and 400 bags of 
cacao, each north ten crowns. " These cacaos go among 
them for meat and money : 150 of them are in value 
one real of plate in ready payment. They are very like 
an almond, but are nothing so pleasant in taste ; they 
eat tbem, and make drink of diem." The Spaniards 
found these nuts in use as currency among the Mexicans, 
and learned from that people tbe preparation of chocolate, 
which every where retains its Mexican name.t 

Cavendish burned the church here as he had done at 
Puna. He might have known that by burning a church 
he excited, among the Spaniards, greater horror and 
hatred against England than was felt there when the 
Spaniards burned an Englishman ; sacril^e being a 
crime leas frequent in the one country than cruelty in 
the other, and a crime by which even criminals were 
locked. Advantage was made of tills feeling at 
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.Giutuko in uiother wt,j. There wu i wooden croos 
there, five fathoms in height, which, the Spaniards aa7. 
Cavendish's men pulled dom, smesred it with pitch, 
piled dry reeds around it, and then endeavoured to 
consume it by fire. The reeds burned and the pitdi, — 
not so the crosa : more and more combnstiblea were 
thrown on; and when the invaders re-embariced, aftea* 
three days' tarriance, during all which time they had 
continued theii vain endeavours, tfaey left it under a 
heap of aahes and burning brands nncaDiimncd. And 
when Uw Spaniards returned to thdr ruined dwellings, 
they found it brightened and beautified by its fiery 
trial, and were consoled for their own injuries by seeing 
that Heaven had manifested itself in the protection of 
the holy rood. The cross, before it underwent this 
assay, tutd been in go«>d odour: it was made of a fragrant 
wood which was not known to grow within forty leagues 
of that place : it had been presumed that one of the 
apostles had planted it there, and that one was supposed 
to have been SL Andrew. Now, however, when it had 
merits enoi^h of its own, the likelier opinion was pre- 
ferred that it had been erected when Cortes built some 
ships there for a voyage of discovery. The report of 
its miraculous preservation spread far and wide j and 
from sU parts devotees who could came to vlut it, and 
to carry away fragments, the smallest splinter of wluch, if 
cast into the sea, Etilled a tempest ; if thrown into a fire, 
quenched the flames; and if put in water, changed it 
into a sovereign medicine. This waste of its sub- 
stance was not miraculously supphed; and when about 
a fifth part only was left, the bishop of Antiquera re- 
moved it to his city, built a chapel for it, and enshrined 
it there with all possible honours upon a holyday ap- 
pointed for the occasion. There its history continued to 
be told to the reproach of the Enghsh name.* 
Aug. Sailing from thence. Cavendish overshot the haven of 
S. Acqiidco; and on the mth of August he landed with 
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Atrty men M Pnerto de Navidod, where tbey Borpriced a 
man in his bed if ho had been sent with letters to give the 
■larm along the coast of Nueva Galicia : they took hia 
deapatchea, killed hia hone, set fire to the lown, humt 
two ships on the stocks, and re-embarked. In the 
river of Santiago his people dragged for pearls, and took 
" some quantity ; " and in the Indian town of Acatlan, 
from which the inhabitants fled at their approach, they 
" defaced " a church, the commander being of the party. 
TbeMarseillois'by this time had entered thoroughly intOSqit 
the interests of his captors ; he guided a party of them 9i. 
from Chaccalla Boad to a Eettlement some two leagues 
inland, " by a most viQanous path through the woods 
and wilderness;" there they snrprised three house- 
holders, with their wives and children, some Indiana, a, 
Fottugueze, and a Spanish carpenter ; all whom they 
bound and carried to the seaside. The women were 
then ordered to fetch " plantains, lemtms, oranges, 
pine-apples, and other fruita, whereof they had abun- 
dance ; " and when this was done the rest were liberated, 
except the Portugueze and the carpenter. They tarried 
five days at ths httle woody island of St. Andrew, where 
they dried and salted as many birds aa they thought fit, 
and killed abundance of seals and of yguanaa, which 
they describe as " a kind of Berpenla, with four feet and 
a long sharp tail ; strange to them that have not seen 
them, but very good meat," In another week they Sept. 
reached the hay of Mazatlan : " there is a very great ^^ 
river within, hut it is barred at the mouth ; upon the 
north aide of the bar withal is good freah water, but 
there is very evil filling of it, because, at low water, it 
is shoal half a mile off the shore." Their intention of 
watering here was diuppointed, and what little fhiit 
they obtuned was " not without danger." * 

They trimmed their ships and new built thrir pin. 
nace at an island about a league from this bay ; " and 
there," says Pretty, " we found fresh water, by the 
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e of God, in that our gre&t need, and wliere no 
water dot ugn of water wu before to be perceived; 
otherwise we had gone back twenty or thirty leagoea for 
It, which might have been occanon that we mi^t have 
mined our prey we had so long waited for. But Cod 
raiaed one Flores, a Spaniard, which was abo a prisoim' 
vith tu, to make a motion to dig in the sands. Now 
our general, having had experience once before of the 
like, commanded to put his motion in practice ; and in 
di^ng three foot deep we found very good and fresh 
water : so we watered our Bhipe, and might have filled 
1000 tons more, if we had would." How much anfifar- 
ing might have been averted, and how many live* aaved, 
had it been generally known that filtered water may 
always thus easily be obtained ! 
Oct. Cavendish now quitted the coast of New Spain, and 
9- sailed for tlie south cape of California. Within that 
cape is the bay called Aguada Segura, into which " a fur 
fresh river falls." They watered there, and lay off and on 
from the 14th of October to the 4th of November, looking 
out for thdr expected prey, " the winds hanging stUl 
westerly." On that day, between seven and eight in the 
morning, the Admiral's trumpeter going into the top, es- 
pied a sail standing in for the cape. The cheerful tidings 
were presently verified ; and Cavendish, " who was no 
less glad than the cause required, ordered the whole com- 
pany to put all things in readiness." That done, he 
gave chase some three or Four hours, standing with the 
best advantage, and working for the wind: in the after- 
noon he came up with her, gave a broadside with his 
great ordnance, and a volley of small shot, and presently 
laid the enemy aboard. The size of the ship, 700 tons, 
made it evident that it was the galleon for which they 
had been lying in wait, the Santa Anna, from the 
Philippines, with the king's treasure on board j and, 
in his eagerness for such a prize. Cavendish began the 
fight with more spirit than discretion. When his men, 
who were not more than sixty in his own veeael, were 
on their ship's side ready to board, they perceived that 
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Ihe SpsnwrdB " had made fights fore and aft, and laid 
their sails close on the poop, the midihip, and the fore- 
casde," and stood close under their covering, ao that not 
a maa was to he seen, from vhence they phed their 
pikes, and threw great stones upon the heads of the 
assailanta so fast, that they beat them off, with the loss 
of tvo killed and some four or fire wounded. For all 
this, the English " new trimnied their eails, and fitted 
erery man his furniture, and gave them a fresh en- 
coanter with the great ordnance, and also with email 
shot, raking them through and through." The Spanish 
captain, don Tomas de Alzola, still, " like a valiant 
man, stood stoutly to his close fights *," and this " second 
encounter " was resisted as successfliUy as the first ; but 
Cavendish appears to have fallen off in time to avoid 
Airtber loss, and to have carried on the remainder of the 
action with guns, " enconr^i^ his men afresh with 
the whole noise of trumpets." After an action of five 
or six hours, the Spaniards being " in danger of sinking 
by reason of the great shot, some of which were under 
water, set out a flag of truce, and parleyed for mercy, 
requesting the English commander to spare their lives 
and take their goods." 

Then, in the characteristic words of one of the for. 
ttmate adventurers, " our general of his goodness pro- 
mised them mercy, and willed them to strike their sails, 
and to hoyse out their boat, and to come aboard ; which 
news thej' were fiill glad to hear of, and presently one 
of their chief merchants came aboard ; and, Mii^; down 
upon his knees, offered to have kissed our general's 
feet, and craved mercy. Our general most graciously 
pardoned both him and the rest, upon promise of their 
true dealing withbim and his company concerning such 
riches as were in the ship ; and he sent for the captain 
and the pilot, who, at their coming aboard, used the 

■ Yet Chrlitonl Suani de Fisuuu reprewnti the ihLj) h unprtpmd 
Bn, and ukcn without, rniiuace:— " HiUitik (pur ler wgual 
nur ndtco) iln DiiB (inUii, T bta icgun de leoicluilc noTedad. Cindi 
■boranndo. lb entrft t robtx" (P. 2il-) He ujb tlM Lbat CkvendUh bupg 
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like dntj and lereienee tlut the former did. Ths 
geDoil, of bit greit mercy and humanity, promiied 
theii livei and good uuge. The laid captain and pilot 
presently certified the geDeral what gooda they had 
withiD board, to wit, lSS,OOOpe«oiofgold: therestof 
the richea that the ^p wai laden with was in rich rUks, 
aatinB, and damasks, with musk, and diven other mix~ 
chandise, and great store of all manner of victuals, with 
choice of many conserves of all aorta for to eat, and of 
sundry sorts of very good wines." 

On the second day after the action Cavendish bron^t 
his prize into the bay, then called Aguada Segura, iHit 
now Bahia de San Bemabd, on the east side of Cape 
San Lucas, and there he set " the whole company af 
the Spaniards, both of men and women, to the number 
of 190 on shore. It was not his intention to keep the 
Santa Anna, with which, indeed, it would- have beat 
unwise to encumber himself; neverthelest, he would 
not, " of his great mercy and huminlty," sfter he had 
despoiled the ship, give it to these poor people.* His 
joomalist. Who seems to have had about as much hu- 
manity as himself, complasently relates that they had a 
fair river of fresh water, vrith great store of fresh fish, 
fowl, and wood, and that there were many hares and 
conies upon the mainland. How they were to reach 
the mainland, he neidier knew nor cared; and he 
did not know that a colony which Cortes had sent to 
that part of Cahfomia had abandoned it, because they 
could not find means of subsistence there. " Our 
general also gave them great store of victuals, of 
garvanzos, pease, and some wine. Also they had all 
the sails of their ship to make them tents on shore, with 
Uceuce to take such store of planks as should be sufii- 



tabb brier and veiT iniccuiate auounl of Ihii caismuider. Spuklniiof 
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dent to make them a bailt. Then," says Pretty, " we 
fell to hauling in of our goods, sharing of the treasure, 
and allotting to every man his portion ; in division 
trhereof many of the company fell into a mutiny against 
OUT general, eepecially those in the Content, which, 
nevertheless, were after a sort pacified for the time." 
The discontents of the Content were soon, after another 
sort, put to rest for ever I 

To fltow their booty was a work of some time. It 
wasoD the 6th of Norembet that they anchored in the 
faay. On the ITth, the day of queen Elizabeth's 
" happy coronation," salntea were fired from both ships 
widi all their guns and small shot; and at night they 
" had many fireworks and more ordnance discharged, 
to the great admiration of the Spaniards, for the most 
part of them had never seen the like before." This ended, 
he dischaif^ the captain, and gave him, in Pretty's 
words, "a royal reward, with providoD for his defence 
against the Indians, and his company, both of awords, 
tai^ets, piecea, shot, ind powder, to his contentment." 
But he took into his own ship three Philippine hoys, 
and two Japanese youths, who could read and write 
their own language, and were both of very good capacity. 
He likewise detained one Nicolas Ro^gue^, a Por- 
tagueae, who had " not only been in Canton and other 
parts of Chins, hut also in the islands of Japan, being 
a country most rich in silver mines, and also in the 
Philippines ;" and a Spaniard, Tomaa de Ersola by 
name, " which was a very good pilot from Acapulco 
and the coast of New Spain to the Ladrones, where the 
Spaniards, sailing between Acapulco and the Philippines, 
put in, and find fresh water, plantains, and potato 
roots." All having been done, on the Igth, about three 
in the afternoon, he set fire to the Santa Anna, which 
had still goods in her to the quantity of 500 tons, 
waited till he saw her burned, as he believed, to the 
water's edge, then fired a piece of ordnance ; and, with 
this trinraphant mark of barbarous animosity against 
the Spaniuds, set sail "joyfully homewards toward 
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EngUod with ■ fur wind." Night wu doting when 
they iailed out of the road, leaviDg the Content ulem ; 
-when morning came that ship wa« not in sight, and she 
* was never heard of afterwarcU." 

CavendiBh had delayed hia departnie till evening, that 
he might see the Santa Anna deHtroyed; neTertheleES, 
that malicious purpose was defeated. Down to the 
water's edge he saw her burned, but the fire tiien freed 
her from bet anchor, and the hull drifted ashore, for 
the salvation of the Spaniards.t They lightened it by 
throwing out the baUast, fitted it with jury masts, and 
were thus enabled to reach Acapulco, instead of perish- 
ing, as in all likelihood they otherwise must, upon that 
dreary peninsula. :( 

The Desire (now the only remaining ship of Caven- 
dish's fleet) pursued her course across the Pacific, with 
a fair wind for five and forty days, when they came in 
Jan. Bight of Guahan, one of the Ladronea. Some sixty or 
3- ieventy boats came off to them with fruits, potatoes, and 
fish, which they exchanged for little pieces of old iron ; 
hut nhen the English were sufficiently supplied, and would 
have closed the market, these pertinacious traders were 
for forcing their commodides upon them ; and swanned 
so thick about the ship, that it stemmed and broke one 
or two of their canoes. Nor could Cavendish be rid of 
them till be ordered some half dozen barquebusses to 
be miide ready, and struck one of them himself: the 

■ Hiklujt, a n —It wu luppoKd tliit the capuin, SRptisD Hare, " ifh 
gone /or the north.WMt paiiagE," The people In thit tlilp were dliom. 



f Yet IfaeM SnoDlajdi, thoush thiu piDvldenLially deliFercd Ibenudvet, 
icted tyCBimunUf And w&cked^ (owam tbe nu[vei, cuiTiii^ kwaj a mao 
ind womui by force, and in bondL Fineen yein lAerwudi, wlisn a ^iiiu 
iih iquadKHi wu HOC ftoD AcApulcD lo iiuvef tbo« puu, the lea of 
ihetet»nlDill«iii>iuitinbiaent»]li;ttadi«MntT]miaii uid thn wouU 
bold no commnnlotioD with the tbipi. ** Tfalt ii related," 4ayM Torijiw- 

tprerenl them Stoat ever poceably nitunkttinB to tbe ^anlanU, or 
• ing them wliea tbey pieacb the Ooipel, The devil dcMiea nothhi; 

iTorqueouda, LL p.GSa Bumey.SS. 
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odien then fired ; but these islanders were " so s"'^ 
and nimble, that it conld not be seen whether they were 
killed or not, bo ready were they at falling backward 
into the sea and diving," On the 14th they made the 
Philippines at Cape del Espiritu Santo, and passing on 
the morrow through the itrait of San Bernardino an- 
chored at the isle of Capul. A cacique, " whose skin 
was carred with sundry strokes and devices all over his 
body," came off to trade with them, taking them for 
Spaniards : under this notion a friendly intercourse was 
estabUshed; and the English refreshed themselves " mar- 
vellously well with hens, hogs, cocoas, and camotea."* 
This was an unfortunate taniance for the Spaniard 
Tomaa de Ersola : he prepared a letter to the governor 
of Manilla, intending to send it by one of these natives. 
Rfldriguei the Portugueze betrayed him r the letter was 
found in his chest ; and Cavemfish " willed that he 
should be hanged, which was accordingly performed." 

Here Cavendish remained nine days, demanding and 
receiving tribute, as if he had been a Spanish com- 
mander, from that and the adjacent islands. It was paid 
in pigs, poultry, cocoa nuts, and camotes. The day be- 
fore his departure he caused Ihe chief of this idand, 
■; and of a hundred more," says Pretty, " to appear before 
him, and then made himeelf and his company known 
that they were Englishmen, and enemies to the 
Spaniards % and thereupon spread his ensign, and 
aoiuided up the drums, which they much marvelled at. 
To conclude, they promised, both for themselves and all 
the islands thereabout, to aid bim whensoever he should 
come again to overcome the Spaniards. Also our 
general gave them money back agfun for all the tribute 
which they had paid; which they took marveUoua 
friendly, and rowed about our ships to show us pleasure, 
marvellous swiftly. At the last he caused a saker to 
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be »hot off, whereat they wondered, and with great cod- 
tentroent t«olt their leave of m." 

Leaving this place on the SMh, thej chased on the SSth 
• vesael from Manilla, along the coast of Fanamao, and 
came bo near that ahe stood in to ahore doae b; a wind until 
Bhe was becalmed, and then struck her sul, and " banked 
up with her oars." Cavendish anchored, manned his boat 
with twelve men, and sent them to pnriue this vessel up 
the river into which she had run. They were, Inckily for 
themselves, not aljle to find the opening ; but they took 
a Spaniard out of a balsa, though fired at by a body 
of Spaniards from the ahore, and pursued by a frigate 
which waa sent in chase of the only prisoner aboard. 
He proved to be uather soldier nor sailor, but " a very 
simple soul," and one who cotdd answer to very little 
that he was asked concerning the state of .the country, 
CavendiBh dismissed tliro with a message to the Spanidi 
commander, whom he desired to provide good gold 
agdnet the next virit, which he and his company meant 
to make him in a few years: nothing, he said, hut the 
want of a larger boat to have landed his men had pre- 
vented hiin from seeing him now. 

After passing the Moluccas, sereral of the men sick- 
ened, " by reason of the extreme heat and untemperate- 
ness of the climate," aiid captain Havers died, to Caven. 
diah's no small grirf. Three guns with a volley of 
small arms served fiir his passing bell : the corpse was 
shrouded in a sheet ; and after a prayer said was heaved 
overboard widi great lamentation of all. They passed 
through one of the straits formed by the islands east 
of Java, and anchored in a port on the south side of 
that great island, where, by means of a n^ro * taken out 
of the St. Anna, they could eommnoicate with the in- 
habitants. But when the rajah of that district knew of 
their arrival, he sent to visit them ; and an interpreter 
came, who, being a mestizo, spoke Portuguese as hia 

• PreU; uji ba could ipetk Itaa HoriKe loiigva Ttae Unity li fntoblf 
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fyAer tongue. Cavendiih had now been taught bj ex- 
perience to guard against all surprise j and when the 
rajah's minister past a night on boanl, he commanded 
every roan in the ship to provide his harquehiuB and 
Ilia shot, and so with shooting off forty or fifty small 
shot and one saker, himself set the watch with them. 
" This was no amall marrd unto these heathen people, 
who had not commonly seen any ship so furnished with 
men and ordnance." Here they were plentifully sup- 
plied by the rush's orders; and two Portugueze came 
on board, " men of marvellous proper personage, each 
in a loose jerkin and hose, which came down from the 
wdst to die anUe, .because of the use of the country, 
and partly because it was Lent, and a time for doiog 
of their penance (for they account it as a thing of great 
dislike among these heathen to wear either hose ot ^oea 
on their feet) ; they had on each of them a very fair and 
white lawn shiit with falling bands on the same, very 
decently, only their bare legs excepted. These For- 
tugalfij" says Pretty, " were no amall joy to our general, 
and all the rest of our company ; for we had not seen 
any Christian that was our friend of a year and half 
before. Our general entreated them singularly well 
with banquets and music. They told ns they were no 
less glad to see us than we to see them, and enquired of 
the state of their country, and what was become of 
don Antonio their king, and whether he were living 
Of no, for they bad not of long time been in Portugal, 
and the Spaniards bad always brought them word that 
he wag dead. Then our general satisfied them in every 
demand, assuring them that their king was alive and in 
England, and had honourable allowance from our queen ; 
.and that there was war between Spain and England, and 
that we were come under the Idng of Portug^ into the 
South Sea, and had warred upon the Spaniards there, 
and had fired, apoiled, and sunk all the ships along the 
coast that ne could meet withal, to the number of 
dghteen or twenty sail. With this report ihey were 
sufficiently satisfied. They told ut that if tbeir king 
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don Antonia would come onto them, they traold wwrsnt 
him to have lU the Holuccaa M commuid, beaidea 
China, Suigles (?)] and the iilei of the Philippine*, and 
that be might be nire to have lU the Indiana on his 
aide. They todc th»r leave with promiae of all good 
mtert^nnient at our teturn."* 
1586. Cavendiib sailed from J«va on tiie iGth of March, 
pasted round the Cape of Good Hope on thelStb of May, 
and on the QQi of June anchored in the road of St, Helens. 
Landing tlwre they found " a fair and pkasant valley, 
wherein diven handsome buildings and honaes were 
set up, and a church tiled and whiled <hi the oatside^ 
very fair, and with a porch." The inude was bu^ 
Willi stained cloths, " baviiig many deTieee drawn on 
them. There were two honses adjoining the cfaarch, 
one on each side, serving for Litcheni to dress meat in, 
with necessary rooms and houses of offices: the coveringtt 
of the said bouses were flat, whereon was planted a very 
fur vine, and through both ran. a good and vholesosne 
stream of ftesh water." Opposite was a fair stone 
causeway leading to a vaUey wherein a garden had been 
planted with great store of pompions and melons. And 
upon this causeway was erected a &ame with two bella, 
wherewith they rang to mass; and hard by a wdl, 
made atone amu, bearing dale 1571, in whidi year it 
bad been erected. The Portngueie had sto<Aed the 
' island with sU sorts of fruits and esculent herbs, par- 
tridges, pheasants, guinea-fowl, goats, and swine. They 
had thus colonised it for the use of thdr ships homeward 
bound from India ; " and when they come they have 
all things plentiful for their relief, by reason that they 
suffer none to inhabit there who might consume the 
IVuit of the island, exc^t some very few sick persons 
which they stand in doubt will not live until they come 
home : these they leave to refresh themselves, and take 
away in the next year's fleet, if they live so long." Three 
negroes were the only persDns diere when Cavendish 

^ • Haliliirt,8M,a!K. , 
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wrired. The; told Um that th« fleet had left it twent; 
d«js before, oondatiDg qf five stil, the least of which 
was in burdea SOO or 900 tons, "Uden vith spice and 
cahcvt cloth, with itore of ttaunie, and yctj rich 
«tone« Mid pearls." 

Having deaned tkeir ahip, taken in wood and water, June 
and refreshed themselves during eleven days, they now ^■ 
sailed for England, the wind and weather favouring 
them. On the 3d of September they were informed by 
a Flemish hulk conung from Lisbon of the discomfiture 
erf' the annada, " to tlieir lingidBi rqoidDg and comfort." 
And on tlie 9th, " after a terrible t«mpeat, which carried 
away moat part of their sails, by the merciful favour of 
the Abnighty they recovered their long wished for port 
of Plymanth, two years and fifty days after their de- 
partQrefWtm thatplace."* As the third circumnavigation 
(^ the globe. Cavendish's voyage deserved to be thus 
fUly related: the ciicnmstanoeB are crediuble to his 
activity, and seamanship, and courage, but honourable 
in no odier way. Immediately on landing he wrote to 
the lord chamberlain Hunsdon, to inform the queen of 
his success ; " and aa it hath pleased God," said he, 
" to give her the victcnj over part of her enemies, so I 
tmat ere long to oee her overcome them all: for the 
places of their wealth, whereby they hare maintained 
and made didr wan, are now perfe^ydiioovered, and, 
if it please her m^eaty, with a very smaU power she 
may take die spoil of them all. It hath pleased the 
Almighty to rafier me to drcompasa die whole globe of 
the world, entering in at the Straits of M^;ellan, and 
returning by d>e Cape de Boena Bsperansa. In which 
voyage I have either discovered or brou^t certain in- 

• "H«whair«ilfottbwlthitfl«l,'B;« Fultar, "eunt luHne irlth ■ 
shitL ThiuhsTiiKclraniuiHlntidllisiibiile euth, It bit ihlp na laajK 
be urmEd Ihe Ocibt, but Itaa Fafimmaice. He wu the UIrT man, ud 
Kcond En^liihauEifOriucliunkTenaluDdcTtaUngf." 

Sa4m Ae F^gufloa njri, Ihiit tt CDterad London with lakb of green da- 

■[ Lopl de Vefli, in Ihe elplanaeon preflied to lye 
tb Cvendiib^ aod glvd jm atatuai of him undef 
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tdligeDce of ■!! the ridi places of the world that ever 
were known at discovered by. any dmatUn. I na— 
vigated alongst ^ cout of Chili, Pern, and Nneva 
Eipaila, where I made great ^hm1*> I burnt and Bunk 
nineteen uil of ihipa, small and great. All the villageB 
and. towns that ever I Iwided at, I burnt and spoiled i 
and bad I not been discovered upon the coast, I had 
taken great quantity of treasure. The matter of most 
profit unto me was a great ship of the king's which I 
took at California ; which ship came from the Philip- 
pinas, being one of the ricbeet of merchandise that ever 
passed those seas, as the king's register and merchants* 
accounts did show, for it did amount in value to 
in Mexico to be sold; which goods, for that 
my ihipE were not able to contain the least part of them, 
I was enforced to set on fire. From the Cape of Cali- 
fornia, being the uttermost partof all Nnera EspaBa, I 
navigated to the islands of the Fhilippinas, hard upon tbe 
coast of China ; of which country 1 have brought such 
intelligence as hath not been heard of in these parts : 
the stateliness aaA ridies of which country I fear to 
make report of, lest I should not be credited ; for if I 
had not known sufficiently the incomparable wealth of 
that country, I should have been as incredulous thereof, 
as others will be that have not bad the like experience. 
I sailed along the klands of the Malucos, where among 
some of the heathen people I was well entreated, where 
. our countrymen may have trade as freely as the Por- 
tugala, if they will ^emgelves. From thence I passed 
by the Cape of Buens Esperanza, and found out by tha 
way homeward the island of St. Helena, where the Por- 
tngals use to relieve themselves, and from that island 
God hath suffered me to return to England. All which 
services, with myself, I humbly prostrate at her majeEty 'a 
feel, desiring the Almighty long to continjie her reign 
among us, for at this day she is the most famoos Utd 
victorious prince that liveth in tbe world."* 

• Hiklujl, 8ST- 
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' la wlut a di^rent odour would the memory of 
Cavendish be held, if he could have uid, in diis brief 
summary of his proceedings, that having found in the 
Straits of Magellan the raiierable remains of a Spanish 
colony, he had taken them on board to save them from 
perishing by famine, and on the first safe opportunity 
had landed them among their own countrymen ! 

The success of this voyage induced him to tempt his 15 
fortune in a second with three tall ships and two barks : 
one of the barks was the property of Mi. Adrian 
Gilbert, a great promoter of the attempts for discovering 
a north-west passage. The other four were fitted out 
by Cavendish: they were the Leicester Galleon in which 
b^ sailed himself, his old ship the Desire, commanded by 
master John Davii, one of the best seamen of those 
times, the Roebuck under master Cocke, and the Black 
Pinnace. The number of men is supposed to have been 
little short of 400 : among them were the two Japanese 
youths whom he had taken out of the St. Anna. But 
the fleet was ill-fitted for such an expedition : his means 
would probably have been inadequate to the great ex- 
penditure that it required, had they been strictly applied 
to it; but he advanced ISOOi. to adventurers, who, in- 
stead of equipping themselves, absconded with the 
money.* Having reached the coast of Brazil, Cocke was 
sent forward with two ships to attack Santos, in order 
to obtain provisions. He surprised the inhabitants at 
mass • hut instead of bargaining with them for a supply, 
made good cheer upon what he found, while they 
escaped and carried away whatever was portable. Here 
Cavendish waited five precious weeks, and departed 
worse furnished than he came : than having burned St. 
Vicente by the way, proceeded to the straits. The 
fleet was separated in a storm : Gilbert took the oppor- 
tunity of returning to England, leaving his captain on 
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boird «iw of the othM ahips " witkont taj pniririon 
more tlum the qtpuel he had an." DaTit fdl in witb 
the Roeback : both proceed£d to Port Penre, and tfiere 
the Blick Finnace and the Admiral joined them.* 
Carendiah had lott his boats, and quarrelled with lu» 
oompan; : in CMiseqaence of this he lemoved ioto ibe 
Dedre.t 

By thia time it was the middle of March : "Nch," aays 
CavendiBb, "wasthe adveraeneH of oar fortunei, that in' 
coming thither we spent the nmmcr, and found the 
atraitfl in the beginning of a moat extremi: vinter." They 
entered it on the 14thof April with favonraUe weather; 
but on the 31at were stopped by a wind from the 
W.N. W., and put mto a tmall cove on the south nhore 
opposite to Cape Froward. There they remained aboTe 
three weeka, during which they endured great itorms, 
with perpetual snow ; and many of the men " died 
with curaed famine and miserable cold, not having where- 
with to cover their bodies, nor to fill theit beliies, bat 
living by muaclea, water, and weeds of the sea, with a 
small relief of the ship's store in meal sometimes." i 
Discouraged by these hardships, and doubting what the 
end would be. Cavendish asked Davis's opinion, " be- 
cause he was a man that had good experience of the 
nOrth-weat parts in his three several discoveries that 
way, employed by the merchants of London." Davia, 
who felt as much at home among ice and snow as a white 
bear, or a walrus, told him the snow was a matter of no 
long continuance. However, he called l<^ether the 
whole company, and told them he wonld tarry no longer 
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ia the atrdia, bat torn back, and laake for the Cape of 
Good Hope. The general opinion wai, that being 
within forty leagues of Uic Sonth Sea, it was better fat 
"staj God'a favow for a wind," and enduie any hard" 
■hips rather than gire over the voyage ; ncveitheleM, 
what he deterroined on they would {Krforin. Upon thia 
he declared hii resolution to go for the Cape of Good 
Hope. But when he returned on board the Deure Daria 
represented to him that this would be a desperate nn- 
di^taking : " if the rest of your ships," sud he, " be fur. 
niabed answerable to this, it is imposdWc to perform it ; 
for we hare no more sails than maata, no victuals, no 
ground- tackling, no cordage more than ia over head, 
and among seventy-and-five peraona there is but the 
master alone that can ordra the ship, and but four, 
teen sailors; the rest are gentlemen, serving-men, and 
srtificera." Davis made the same representationa to 
Cocke : the " chiefs of the whole company" drew up 
apeddoninconBequence; and Cavendish, yielding to the 
general voice so far aa to give up hiaown rash intention, 
determined to leave the straitB and return for Santos. 
But aa if he had been displeased with Davis for having 
infinenixd othera in this matter, he left the Desire, and 
went again on board the Leicester Galleon.* 

On the 16th they were fne of the straite : on the 
30th the Desire and the Black Finnace separaled fVom 
the ottter two vessels ; Cavendish thought wilfully: but, 
Bccordii^ 10 their protestation, by unaccountable sc- 
ddentf They returned to Port Desire, thinking that 

dend cfic oigweaiuit mulual belweraUr. Caiendlih and MmMlrio make 
■ VOTBH iDto (he South Sa ; and that henudMenrlned, ICpouiblc, not 
lobe^aippi^nlKlorannitnpilw which he had h«n brougbt thin laiio 
pnKcute, loitantta sithout nuiBber are to be net with of ihlu dettrt- 
fns Iheti oomnunder-lu-ehber, to hok ttie ectUi of ■ lonf or danfCfoiu 
imilatdliigi but the caae or QqUIn I>aM li of * dlflhnut character, and 
*' ""VQt the IW In which Gheiepantloo, ircaatriv«d."u(hr thepuTpoao 
punuit after It had heen abandoHd br [he chief con. 
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be would put back there; waited ibere dD that ^ir— 
pectalion could no longer be entertained; . were driven 
to the Falkland Itlandi, " which had never before been 
diacovered by any known relation ; " ent«^ and pwssed 
the afraiti; were driven back, and, after enduring wueli 
BuSbringa ai none but uilon can be exposed to, and 
with a peraeverance and patient fortitude which never 
has been exceeded, reached Ireland in the June of tbe 
following year, having lost sixty men out of a crew ct 
•eventy-aix. Jane waa one of the survivors, 

CaveDdish, who had parted from the Hoebuck also, 
arrived with only hie own ship on the coast of Brazil, 
uid landed twenty-five men about three league* 
irom Santos, to aeiie provisions for the relief of theiz' 
sick and atarving comrades. The principal persona in 
the ship were of this party, and not a man returned.' 
The Indians, who carried twoof theirpriBonersioSBntoSi' 
entered that town in savage triumph with the heads of 
all the reit. After these mishaps Cavendiah was joined 
by the Roebuck : they coasted along ravaging bouses 
and plaatatLons as they went, and attempted with their 
boats to cut out some ships which were at anchor in the 
river near the town of Egpirito Santo. Tbe attempt 
waa rashly made, and ended in the loss of eighty men 
killed, wounded, or basely abandoned by their comrades; 
after which the master of the Roebuck, by whose orders 
they were thus abandoned,and whom Cavendish calls "a 
most cowardly villain that ever was born of a woman," 
thought proper to shift for himself with that ship, and 
desert his unfortunate commander.' Nothing remained 
for Cavendish then but to make for England ; but his 
heart waa broken. Assured by his own unerring feelings 
that death vraa at band, he wrote a letter to sir Trisliaia 
Gorges, giving a brief aocount of this unhappy voyage, 
and complaining of the conduct of his officers and men. 
Having vented his complaints, he proceeded thus ; — 

" And now to tell yon of my greatest grief, which 

• Furelui, IL tL c 6. PL 1195. HUtorr m Bruil, L 3S9-3H 
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WM die ncbwH of m; dew Idnmiaii John Locke, wbo 
by this time vas grown in great weaknew, bj reaaon 
whereof be dedred nther qoietnew and contenledneni 
in OUT coune, tlian mch continnal disquietDeu, whicli 
nerei ceased us. And now by this, what with grief for 
bim, and the continual trouble I endured among mch 
hell-hounds, my ipitite were dean gpent, wishing 
myself upon any desert pbce in the world, there to die, 
rather than thus basely to return home again ; whidi 
course I had put in execution, bad I found an isUnd 
which the cards make to be eight degrees to the south- 
ward of the line. I swear to you, I sought for it with 
•11 diligence, meaning, if I had found it, to have there 
ended my imfortunate life. But God suKred not such 
happiness to li^t upon toe, for I could by no means 
find it ; so as 1 was forced to go towards England, and 
having gotten eight degrees by north the line, 1 lost my 
most dearest cousin. 

" And now consider whether a heart made of flesh 
be able to endure so many misfortunes, all falling upon 
me without intermisuon ! I thank my God that, in 
ending of me, he hath pleased to rid me of all further 
trouble and mishaps. And now to return to our private 
matters : I have made my will, wherein I have given 
qiecial chai^ that all goods (whatsoever belong unta 
me) be delivered into your hands. For God's sake 
refuse not to do this last request for me. I ewe little 
Alt I know of, and, therefore, it will be the less trouble ; 
but if tb(<re be any debt that, of truth, is owing by me, 
toi God's sake see it piud. To use compliments of 
love, now at my last breath, were frivolous : but know 
that I left none in England whom I loved half so well 
as yourself; which you in audi sort deserved at my 
hands as 1 can by no means requite. I have left all 
(that little remaining) unto you, not to be accountable 
far any thing. That which you will, if you find any 
overplus (yourself especially being satisfied to your own 
desire), give unto my sister Anne Candish. I have 
written to no man living but yourself, leaving all 
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friendi ud UMmcn, onlj lepatiiig jon u deueaC 
Commend mc to both jour brethmi, bdng gUd that 
yoor bnther Edwtrd CMaped w anfintwiate a rojage. I 
pray gire thi* oopj of my unhappy proceediDgi to none 
bat only to sir G«OTge Car/, and tdl him, that if I had 
thcn^t the letter of a dMd man acceptable, I woulil 
bare written onto him. I have taken order with the 
maitn of my ihip to see his piecei of ordnance de- 
UTered unto him, for he knoweth them. And if the 
Roebuck be not retumed, then I have apptnnted him 
to ddirer him two braaa pieces ont of thii ship, itliicfa 
I pray you see performed. 1 have now no more to 
■ay ; and take thii Ia«t farewell, that you have loBt the 
loringest friend that ever wai lost by any. Commend 
me to yoor wife. No more ! But ai you love God, 
do not reAue to undertake this last request of mine. I 
pray, fo^et not master Carey of Coakington : giatifj 
him with something, for be bud me kindly at nty de- 
parttire. Bear with this scribbUng; for I tnrotest I 
■m scarce able to bold a pen in my hand."* 

Cavendish's history cannot be concluded better than 
by these his dying words : they are most touchhig in 
themselves, and leare us with an opinion of him far 
more favourable than could be deduced from any thing 
tiiat is recorded of his life. 

* Purehs*, b. •). c G. tf- ISXL 
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SIR RICHARD HAWKINS. 



WhUiE the great uamen of Elizsbeth't age mete tD> 
fluenced, some by the love of enterprise, and othen by 
the hope of plunder, the queen's minUtera had in Tiew 
the diacoreiT' of diitant countries, the opening a trade 
nith them by just and peace&l meanii, and the eata- 
bUshraent of better disciptine in the shipa. Theie 
objects were diitiDcily declared in the inBtmctiona to 
Mr. Edward Fenton tor an intended voyage to the 
East Indies and Cathay, which was planned after 
Drake's retom from his drcumnavigation. He waa 1532,. 
charged not to receive " any disordered or mutinous per- 
son ;" and if any were found to be such, to remove him 
before he sailed, 01 by the way as soon as could con- 
veniently be done. The extent of the osptoin-general's 
aulhori^ was defined, and eight assistants were named, 
with whom he was to consult in all cases not provided 
for in his instmctiom. They were " straightly en- 
joined, as they would answer the contrary by the lawa 
of the land, that neither going, tarrying abroad, nor 
returning, they should spoil or take any thing from any 
of the queen's friends, or any Christians, without paying 
justly for the same, nor to use any manner of violeaice 
or force against any such, except in their own defence." 
Item, it was sud, " we will that you deal altogether ia 
this voyage like good and honest merchants, tiafBcking 
and exchanging ware for ware, with all courtesy to the 
nations you shall deal with, as well Ethnicks as others; 
and for that cause yon shalt instmct all those that shall 
go with you, that whensoever you or any of you shall 
happen b) come in any place to conference with the 
people of those parts, that in all youi doings and thdrs. 
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yoa to behave youndveB towarda the said people, as 
majr rather procure thdr friendahip and good liking bj. 
conrteiy, than move them to offence or misliking, and 
etpecially yon ahall have great care of the performance 
of youi word and promise to them." 

Where they succeeded in settling " a banning of 
further tr&de," they we're charged to bring home, if 
they might, some few men and woraen, leaving one, 
two, or more well.chosen persons' aa pledges for them, 
and " to leam the tongue and secretB of the country ; 
having diligent care that in thus giving hostages they 
ahould not deliver personages of more value than they 
received, but rather mean persons under colour of 
men of value, as the infidels do for the most part use." 
None were to traffic on their own account, nor make 
any charts or descriptions of the voyage, except those 
whom the general deputed, and these on their return 
were to be ddivered to die queen's coundl, no copies 
being kept. " And to the end that God might bless 
their voyage with happy and prosperous success, et^ie- 
dal care was to be taken that reverence and respect 
were had to the ininiElers appointed to accompany them, 
u appertaining to their place and calling; and that 
such good order as they should set down for reformation 
of life and manners should be duly obeyed, and en- 
forced by severely punishing the transgressors and con. 
temners of .the same. The ministers were sometimee 
to remove from one vessel to another."* 

As this expedition was planned before there was open 
war with Spiun, and as the object, indeed, on the part 
of government, appears to have been altogether pacific, 
Fentqn was ordered not to pass by the Straits of Ma. 
gellan, either going or returning, except upon great 
occasion, and by the advice of hia asaiatants. They, 
however, determined upon taking that course, and per- 
msted in it for awhile after they had learnt on the coast 
of Brazil that the Spanish fleet had sailed from Rio de 

• ajUg^l.tH. 7M— 7J7. 
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JandTO for the purpose of securing that puMge. Draw- 
ing nearer they b^an to i>eigh the' danger of encounter- 
ing 'a very cnperior force, in disobedience of their ex- 
plicit orders : this made them abandon the intentioo. 
They retaraed to Brazil, hoping there to obtain pro- 
tisioQS ; fell in at St. Vicente nith three of the Spanish 
ships, and, after an indecisive action with tbem, made for 
England, " without having attempted any thing cre- 
ditable to themselves or beneficial to tbeir employera." 
A pinnace, commanded by John Drake, was cast away 
on their return near the Plata : the captain was one of 
those who escaped from the Indian to the Spanish set- 
flements ; and nothing more is known of his fate than 
that he was sent to Peru. That, and many other par- 
ticuhirs relating to the relations between Spain and 
England, and the treatment of English prisoners in 
Spanish America, would have been made known if sir 
lUcbard Hawkins had lived to complete the narrative 
of his own adventures. 

Sir John Hawkins's father bred this son to the 
■ea-service; and it is evident that his education, in other 
respects, had not been i^eglecled, but that bis mind was 
well stored with various and useful knowledge. After 
distinguishing himself in what waa then called (in 
planish idiom) the journey against the Spanish armada, 
be, who with his father's counsel, consent, and help, 
hod resolved upon a voyage for the islands of Japan, c^ 
the Philippines, and Moluccas, and the kingdoms of 
China and the East Indies, by the way of the Straits of 
Magellan and the South Sea, caused a ship to be built 
for it on the Thames, of between 300 and 400 tons. 
The work was finished to bis entire content ; " for she 
was pleasing to the eye, profitable for stowage, good of 
■ail, and well conditioned." — " The day of her launch- 
ing," he says, " being appointed, the htdy Hawkins, my 
mother-in-law, craved the naming of Ae ship, which 
was easily granted her ; and she, knowing what voyage 
was pretended to be undertaken, named her the il»- 
pentance. IVhat her thoughts were was kept secret to 
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hendS; ind iltbough nuuj timei I expoatnlated with 
her to decUre (he reuoD tot giving her that uncouth 
name, I coold never hsve any other utiBfacdon than 
that ' Bepentance waa the a^i»t ahip we could sail 
in to pnrchaae the haven of Heaven.' Well I Icnoir 
d>e waa no fwopbetesi, though a religions and most 
virtootu lad7, and of a very good understanding. Vet 
too prophetical it fell out by God'a secret jndj^neDti^ 
and waa raffident for the present to eaoie me to deaiat 
from the enterpriie, and leave ^ ship to mj father, 
who willingly took ber, and paid the endie charge of 
Hie building and furnishing of her, which I had con- 
certed or paid. And this I did, not for any Bupersti- 
tion 1 have in namei, or for that I think them able to 
Airtber or hinder any thing ; for that all immediateljr 
dependeth upon the providence of Almighty God, and 
is diapoaed by him alone. Yet advise I all persons 
ever (ai near as they can) by all means, and on all 
occasions, to presage unto themselvea the good thej 

It chanced, however, that when the Repentance had 
been "pntinpeTfectioD,"and was riding at Deptford, the 
queen, pasung by on her way to the palace of Green, 
wich, " commanded her bargemen to row round about 
her, and viewing her from post to stem disliked no- 
thing but her name, and said she would christen her 
anew, and that tboiceforth she should be called the 
Dainty. Under that name she made many prosperous 
voyages in the queen's services ; and when her owner, 
air John, resolved to sell her, though with some loss, 
because she " never brought but cost, trouble, and care 
t« him," bis mw, bIi Richard, whose forebodings con- 

■ The ObMTTilloiii al Sic BiiJurd IbvklnL KniEhl, In bii Vonn 
InEaUMSouUiSn. LD-ISSS. L«idali,le2£ He ■dvlia cfaon ilu, " in 
glrina nanwt to UcrcMTiil worli> l»i[>«l»llj to >h(p«), b« (o give wch u 
aotty Rprotot tks cdBtUI chancier i lor laitmd he knuwn or kcu 
eome to ■ good eod which hais tail lach ■Urtbuta." He Inituim tba 
Revenge, In irhldi lir lUchDtd Grecnrille wu tiken. u " ever the un. 

ftiughtwlth uTiuccMi; BDd the TtiuniftrtKMt of Lmdon, which hid, Snt, 
her mMt ipht by lightning i KC<ndlT, had hetpmp blown upi md.lutlj, 
WH Uimc witl) All hec cicw la tbe Htci at BMUduuz. 
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cerning her had been remoTcd whan At was inabap- 
tized, and whoever had had "a particular love onto her, 
and a desire that she dionld continue in the family," 
repurchased her from him, with »li her furniture, at the 
price for which he had formerly disposed of her. And 
haTii^ " waged a competent number of men," and pur- 
chased soffident stores for his journey " bo often talked 
of, and «o mudi desired," he was ready, at the ban- 
ning of April, 1 593i to sail from Blackwall to Rymouth, 
ih»e to join the other two Teasels destined for this 
expedition, the one a ship of 100 tons, the other a 
pinnace of 60, both hia own. An expectation that the 
lord high admiral with sir Robert Cecil, prindpsl secre- 
tary to the queen, and sir Walter Raleigh, would honour 
him and his ship with their presence and farewell, de- 
tained him some days. Bui rain and " untemperate" 
weather deprived him of the fsvoor which he hoped to 
have received at their hands ; and the wind serving, ac- 
cording to his wish, he caused tile pilot to " wsyle 
down to Gjavesend, took an unhappy last leave of his April 
father, and followed in his barge." * ^ 

Coming to Barking he saw the Dainty at anchor in . 
the midst of the channel, and soon learnt that he bad 
been in no smsU peril of losing both ship and goods. 
They had sailed with an B.N.B. wind, which veered 
eoutheTly, and forced them, in doubling a point, to tack 
aboard and luff up ; just then the wind freshened, and 
the ship heeled ; she was very deeply laden, and her 
ports open ; the water bc^n to enter at them ; Ae 
crew paid no regard to this, thinking themselves safe 
in the river, till the weight of water, more than the 
wind, began to press down the side, and when the 
danger was perceived, and the sheets flowp, she could' 
hardly be brought upright. " The peril," be observed, 
" from which it pleased God that with the exertions of ' 
his people she eacaped, might be a gentle warning 
to all such as take charge of shipping, even before they 

* ObMmlitiiu, 1,5, 
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•dl, either in river oi haTbmir> to htve an eye to thexr' 
porta, and we tfaoK ihut and calked, which might caose- 
dinger, for ifoiding the annj miihapi that d&iljr 
chance through the n^^t thereof." He called to 
mind, upon this occaaian, the loaa of the Mary Rase, 
as in this age, and in agei to come, tliat of the Royal 
George will be remembered.* 

The men now refuied to proceed, unleaa the ship 
were lightened. Sir Richard thoi^ht ihii needlcaa, 
and that there would have been no danger but for thebr 
n^ligence. Mariners, howerer, he aaid, " are like » 
atiff-necked horte, who lakes the bridle between his 
teeth; " and he was obliged to content diem by engaging 
a hoy, into which be " loaded some us or eight tona." 
Untoward weather delayed them on the way to Ply- 
mouth ; and in the course of a mondi after his arriral 
there, by his " continual travail, the help of bis gqod 
friends, and excessive chai^, which none," he says, 
" could easily believe but those who had proved it," he 
was ready to set sail with his three ships, drawn out 
into the sound, and b^an to gather his company 
aboard. But then " began a storm of wind westerly," 
in which the Dainty waa hardly Baved by cutting away 
her mBinmast, and the pinnace Bunk. A " well-willing 
friend" forewarned him that these miBchances were 
presages of bad success, and endeavoured to dissuade 
him from proceeding with an adventure which had 
begun BO ill ; yet " the hazard of his credit, and danger 
of disreputation, to lake in hand that which he should 
not prosecute by all raeanB poBsible, wsb more powerful 
to cause him to go forward dian this grave good counsel 
to make him desist." The pinnace was raised : hia 
own credit, with the help of his wife's father, enabled 
him, in ten days, to put all in as good a state as before; 
" and once again," says he, " in God's name, I ttrought 
my ships out into the sound, and began to l^e leave of . 
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nj friends, and of my dekreBt friend*, my second self, 
whine unfeigned tean had wrought me unto irrcBolu- 
tion, and sent tome other in mj room, had I not 
CDDaidered that he that la in the dance miiBt needs dance 
OB, though he do but hop,' except he will be a laughing 
Btock to all the looken on. So remembering that many 
had thdt eyes set upon me, with diveree afibctiona, as 
lito the hope of good succeu (my intention being honeirt 
and good), I shnt the door to all impediments, and 
mine ear to all contrary counBet, and gave place to volun. 
tary banishment from all that I loved and esteemed in 
this liie."t 

The account of his departure | is beautifully given in 

■ Lcfw da Vegt inOoduHd in Ui DngonWa ■ putiif Bens beCnen 

Qae itIh iIAd de !■ Rf pu □ama, 
S A K <l«<e i li Htnngcn fuuL" 
HnwklBI, whole nine la tnuuAmied Into Achino, he ittaibu « 
■* How d* tceri'* y ti™ >'I°* filludi) 
fqm nuHtn Eviflol Uuu Blcwda" Oula U. 

I Wi (Hnidi, ind Uw JuiUcM of the tani, imv emploTid two dan In 
■ewtliln(>lllodglng^t»«iu,uiditeJiDUMi,lii«in tOi peo]^ could be 
■nihuudi " for KSK would ever be taUogUieirleaFs ana iMierdMiut) 
~— ' — thmudrw » drank, thit, eiccpt tbtj were aRied atiuid, 
m_i». nn not aUc ta (D one aten : othen, tnowlnB the 

- --' eaUckjofhert to be Indebted to 

uicu uww, Hflw iiH^^u uic Lw kBuwiu thom j odo hit i±cat, juiotfaei hli 
awoid, anoUiCT Ma iMTta, another Mi caid and InMrumenli R» mi : and 
otben, to beBeM Ihemieini of Iha Inlmt glren (hem, abHoled thesr- 
•dree, maklnf a lewd Uilng hi daoJTlng all whoae mone^ thn could lur 
hold o f, whtdi it ■ acandal too lUtmmt oor eeuieii, and an atiUH In oar 

ne !• notortom, and waa oieh that IT 1 had not been prorldent to ban had 
a aird put Bum «r men than 1 had need et, 1 had been Cnced M fo to 

It eea viunM hov thej had couitoied the enl of Cumbsland, maiter 
CamdWi, marter BarniMHL and othen, lome of BT<pii>iiidii,Kiiiie often, 
eom* of more, andKua of iCMg and nuli I ibink mjnjMte profpercd 

Xhla evU hethou^t ** might be rediewed 1^ lome extnordinarj, lerere, 
aDdpieeentJuitlcelo be executed od Ch?atltndcn lir (he juitlce In thai 
plaoe where they ihould be toun± And far Andtn^ tbcm It were fond 
^uC all eaptahu and rautien of iblpi al tbeir dcpaiturE out of the port 
ahould (In unla the head luiUee the namea and ilgtu of aU their lunawiTi, 
■Dd tber prcaentlT to deapalch to the nlghei porta the advice agreeatoe, 
irtiere meeting wUh them, without fUnberdcUT or proceaa to uao martlaj 
law." He thoutht (Iw that the cuitom of makbg ImpTatt lo the a^ian. 
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bli owti nimtire. All being come aboard, tod all pvt 
in order, in the aftemooa of the 12th of June, " I 
locft near the ihoie to gife my Auewdll to all die 
inhalBtanta of the town, whereof the moat part w^m 
pthercd together upon the Howe, to ihow their gialeftd 
coneipotidencf to the love and teal which I, my &ther, 
and piedeceuon hare ever borne to that place at to our 
DBtnral and mother town. And first wUb. my noise of 
trumpets, after with mj wajtei, and then with m j otiner 
music, 1 made the best ngniflostion I could of a kind 
&rew^. This the; answered with the waytes of tli« 
town, and the ordnance on the ahore, and widi duuting 
of voices, which, with the fair evening and silence of 
the ni^t, were heard a great distance off."* 

When they were near the line, his men began to f«Il 
nek of (he scurvy, which, " though In all seas it is 
wont to help and increase the misery of man, reigned 
especially in that climate ;" and be thought the English 
were more subject to it than any other people. " I 
wish," said he, " some learned man would write of it, 
for it is the pl^ue of the sea t, and the spoil of mari- 
ners. Donbtleis it would be a meritorious work with 
Godand man, and most beneficial for our Mmntry; fbrin 



tuoM, Mid •!) itaiDgi tiMMMiT dotiBt iht tine or On tojuc, lad la ill 
Img Topm, or ippinl ilio; ■> thu Dothlni la to IM ipent duhng the 
Towb Tatt iDoatj which li wmt to hv ait awaj Id Imwota Bdgbt be 

*--^ ^ apDwd and ncwuin at an, 0vta to thoae that have oad, 

Uwaibousht, to ba iMnctadout of thair ihana is «(« u 
], nUoh ii rauoottalo anil chuttablc," Impieati to nunleil 
In the Rmn of ■ mooihlf aUowaOM to thair wiTaa during Una 
— — •■' — '-• "i.li— la 
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oiaDM and lamoni, and i water which unongu ctbera (lOr mv particuUT 
ftmUaa) I unied id [be ki, ciUed Dr. Stevont hli water, of which, (Or 
that hh TiKue wai not thai weU koovn unto me, I earned but little, and 
itlDokandquicklri but It gave health ta chuKthat uHdlt. The oil tf 
TitFT li benedc4ai tor thla dlieaie, tailing rwo drvpi a€ it niLngLed In a 
dnufhl Df water, with a Uttle lugir. Sut the pi^nelpa] of lU ii the air of 
the land, (M the loi la utaial tlv fiihei, and the land ISi men." — P. 37. 



<i„Google 



twenty yean, sinoe I have aaed the sea, I due lake upeu 
me to give account of 10,000 men consumed with thia 
diseaae." Having stood to the westward tome hundred 
leagues and more, the wind conttnning contrary, and 
the ticknets so fn^ent that every day there died more 
or lesi, the men lost heui, and desired to return home- 
ward. He represented to them that to hdd on was the 
mueet way of toon finding relief, " for every night they 
might see the reach go contrary to the wind, vending 
the mariner's old proverh, that he who will sail hy die 
reach hath need of a long mast." The speediert refresh-^ 
ing they could look for was the coast of BrazU ; and 
were they to put all their aA in one ship, and send 
her homeward, it would be makuig her diejr grave ; 
ibr they could spare but few sovnd men, and those also 
w«e liaUe to take the disease. So leaving all to their 
choice, they assented to his opinion, and resolved to 
continue their course till God should please to look upon 
them with his fatherly eyes of mercy. Hawkins, who 
was a religious man himself, endeavoured to encourage 
in his people those religious feelings which they had 
rather disregarded than despised ; uid after they had 
solemnly returned thanks to Gk>d for their deliverance 
when the ahip was on fire and in imminent danger of 
being consumed, he took occasion, with their general 
consent, " to buiish swearing out of the three ships." 
This wu effected hy ordaining that in every ship there 
should he a ferula, or palmer, given to the keeping of the 
first who waa " taken with an oath." He could be rid 
of it only by taking another in the same oSbnc«, when 
he waa to give him a palmaibt, or stroke on the palm, 
and transfer to him the instrument of punishment. 
Whoever had it in his possession at the time of evening 
or morning prayer was to rerdve three palmada* from 
the captain or maater, and still bear it, till be could 
make a transfer agieetUe to the law. This in a fbw 
days " brought both swearing and fenilas out of use. 
And, certainly," he adds, " in vices custom is the 
principal sustenance^ and for their reformation it is 
r 8 
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little arukble to give good conoBd or make good lavrs 
and ordinancei, except they be exeeated." * 

When they were about twoity d^;ieea Math of the 
line, an uufarourable wind and the rickness of ibe 
people, for there were not more than four and twenty 
Bound men in the three ships, indaced Hanldns to aeek 
^ thore; and anchorii^ two kagnes off the port of 
Santoi, be endeaTOored to procure thae by policy what 
he waa too weak to obtain by force. He amt, lh^«fore, 
his captain with a flag of truce, " a piece of crimmn 
velvet and a bolt of fine holland, with divers other 
things, as a preaent to the governor, and a letter written 
in Latin, laying, that being bound to the East Indies 
to traffic in those parts, contrary winds had forced him 
Upon that coast, and proposing to exchange some of his 
f^ds for the commodities which that country yielded 
in abundance. There were sixteen well armed men in 
the boat, guided by one who " two years before had ' 
beoi captain in that place, and so was a reasonable 
idiot." The officer in comintad of the ganison, near 
the mouth of the harbour, received them courteously, 
and detained them while the letter was sent to the go- 
Tanor, who was in the town some twelve miles off. As 
the boatdid not return during that day, and there wereno 
signs of it at nine the following morning, Hawkins became 
uneasy, manned a light horseman and his pinnace, the 
best he could, " showing strength where waa weakness 
and infirmity," and went with these toward the port, 
piloted by die gunner who had been there some yean 
befi>re. When they were within the harlxiur, the boat 
came aboard, bringing a few fowls, and 300 Ot 300 
nangea and lemons which they bad been allowed to 
purchase from the women, and which were what Haw- 
kins principally sought for, " as the remedy for hie dig- 
eased company." He now anchored right againet the 
village where the garrison was stationed, to wait the 
SOvemoi's reply ; a flag of truce was soon seen from the 
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diore, indicating that it was come ; the boat went for 
it, and brought an unwelcome, but becoming leply. Tlie 
Portugueze governor said he wu sorry he could not 
GDnsent to so reaaonable a request; but that In. con- 
■ideiation of the war between Spain and England he 
had received orders not to aufier any Ei^liih to trade 
within his juriwliction, no, nor to land, nor take my 
refreshments upon the shore. He craved pardon, there, 
fore, and desired Hawkins to take this for a decisive 
answer, and to quit the port within three days, which 
time, he said, was given turn in acknowledgment of his 
eonileoui manner of proceeding. But if any of his 
people approached the shore they would be treated aa 
enemies.* 

Before this answer came HawldnB had " determined 
to be packing" with the first fair wind; but the wind 
tnfficed hiTTi not all that night, nor the next day. " In 
which time," he says, " I lived in a great perplexity, fbr 
that I knew our own weakness, and what they mi^t 
do unto us if they bad known fo much. Any man that 
putteth himself into an enemy's port hatii need of 
Anus's eyes, and the wind in a bag, especially where 
the enemy is strong, and the tides of any force ; for 
with either ebb or flow those who are on the shore - 
may thrust upon him inventions of fire, and with swim- 
ming or other devices may cut his cables, — a common 
practice in all hot countries. The like may be effected 
with rafts, canoes, boats, or pinnaces, to annoy and 
assault him ; and if this had been practised against na 
our ahips must of force have yielded, for they bad no 
othcsr people in them but dck men: but many times 
opinion and fear preserveth the ships and not the people 
in them." That the ships should not be dismayed at 
his tarriance, he sent off the light horseman with part 
of the re&eshmentj and the next night came out of the 
harbour sounding as he went. When he came aboard 
" there was great joy among the company, and many with 

• Obtmaoat.K—Sl. 
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die rigbt of the oranges and lemoni' seemed to reeover 
heart." And though when all were " reparted amoi^ 
the sick, there came not above three or fonr to ■ share," 
yet these, with a prospennu wind, so mach reeniite^ 
them, that without anj more deathi ihej reached stnve 
isleta not far from Cape Frio, where it waa his intea- 
tion to refresh his men. Fresh water had faUed them 
Vimj days before they nade die land, by reason no* 
mdy of their long passage, but of the exeesdre thirst 
of the sick ; " yet," says he, ** with an inTention I had 
in my ship, I easily drew out of the wMer of the sea 
mfficient qoantity of fresh water to nutais toy pec^de 
with little expense of taei, for with four MQeta I stilled 
a hogshead i^ water, and therewith dresaed the meat 
for the sick and whde : the water so distilled n fouiul 
to be wholesome and nourishing."' ' 

Having pwwidentiiJly t escaped shipwredt oa tho 
way, they reached these isleta, which, he says, some 
called Santiago's, and tome St. Anne's; they set np 
tents and booths for the sick ; upon some smdler isles 
they found great store of yovng gaimets in their nesis. 



ISKti 
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tSrWchir 

UaBtdj/romdm/iat. * ,„, „ „ „ _, 

otllH tblpi. wc ut Dm oMcta, luilnE > oiir ftc*b gik at wind bhI bige. 
VytOt, vtth tbe mutei of our •hip, haTtag ntdict the nlitt pH^ 
tbonght now to givs oitun ttait «hi£ uln birS bwD iepAni gi; nod » 
iIcomnKnded tbe care af it««ii«laan> of Minitei; wboirilh tbeUto 
tnvff] wt, Mng dnnm, or mWa thfi eaaWABVob irhMt b« had at him aa 
tbe hens, hod net thaf waCohflal cue vtaleb wu feoukrcd. He at tiw 
helm brought lu In B little ttmecloie upon the dtore. DoubOewbebid 
■Hit IK lU mr. hud not Ood eitKodlnmlr deHrend IU[ S» the muts, 
being in bl> dead steep, m nddenlr ■naked, isd with tudi > friilit, thii 
be caald DOI be in quiet; Hbereupon, waking bit roBth. which (vdltuwUr 
ilepi Id hii cabin bf Aim, he aued lilm how tbe watch went on, wbtt 

Be replied, bis heart wh » unipitet that he caald not b; any nxaai ilar t 
and 10 taking hit gown came twih upon the deck, and preaentlr dlKovereA 
«.. i._j 1.:^) k. _. . ^d, fti[ that " ••- — " — •*■- »■->■-• 

la dark bad "hi^..- _ 

otfcem me ainerence oi tne MB and the thore, Sn that fhrthwith hs 
Gonuaanded him at the helm to put Ic olota ajurboard, and tatUi^ sua 
■hip we edged olT, and nundlng, liiund Kant three fathom water, whoehy 
■e law evidently the mlnculoua merer of aot God, that if he had not 
watched o>er us, ai he doth continual!:! over hli, douhtlea we had peitshBd 
without remedy : to whom be all glorr and praiie eyetlaitlngly, Wfrtl 
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which " being boiled with pickled pork, wdl watered 
and mingled with ostmeal, made reasonable pottage ; 
&tj found alao abundance of punlane, which boiled, 
•ltd made into ealads, with oil and vinegar, refreshed 
the sick atomacbs, and gave appetite." What with the 
ur of the shore and good, cherishing, man]' recovered, 
but aome died away quickly, and others continued at 
d stand, BO that having loat more than half his people 
by dcknesa, HawUns burnt one of his ships. He Dec 
tarried here more than a month, then set sul once more, ^<^- 
having only six men aick. A few days after they chased 
and captured a Portugnete ship, laden with mandioc 
meal {JarinAa de poo), and hound for Angola, there to 
load nc^^roes for the Plata, from whence they were to 
be sent to the mines at Potosi. A Portugueie was on 
board, going oat to be governor of Angola, with his 
wife and daughter, fifty soUiers, and arms for 150. 
" He was old, and complained that, after many years' 
seryice for hia king, with sundry mishaps, he was 
brought to that poor estate, as for die relief of his wife, 
bis dan^ter, and himself, he had no other substance 
but what he had in that ship. It moved compassion, 
BO as nothing of his was diminished, which, thongh to 
us it waa of no great moment, in Angola it was worth 
good crowns ; only we disarmed them all, and let them 
depart." They took out of their prize some chests of 
sugar and a good quantity of the meal. The men were 
much animated with due unlooked-for supply, and 
" prused God for his bounty, providence, and grace 
extended toward them."" 

When they were in the latitude of die Plata, some 
fifty leagues off the coast, a storm came on from the 
south, and endured fbrty..eight houra ; and on the first 
day, " about the going down of the aun," Tluulton, the 
master of the pinnace, bore up before the wind, with' 
out making any sign of distress. Hawkins, seeing her 
ae, bore up after her ; and night 
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coming od, be curied a light. Tbe light was nev^ 
answered; andTharlCon, keepiag hia CDHTse directly for 
England, " in this Bhameless manner deserted bia 
commander."* — " But," sap Hawkins, " 1 was wor- 
thy to be deceived that trusted my ship in Ae hands o£ 
a hypocrite, anS a man which had left his general 
before oa the like occasioii, and in the self-same [dkce ; 
for being with mastei Thomas Cavendish, master of a 
small ship, in the Toyage wherein he died, this captain 
being aboard the Admiral, in the night<time forsook his 
fleet, his general and captain, and returned home. De- 
sertions such as these," he observes," have been the prime 
cause of many lamentable losses and overthrows, to the 
dishonour of the nation, and the froatrating of many 
good and honourable enterprises ; and many times the 
offenders went unpunished, for that there is none to fol- 
low the cause, the principal being either dead with grief, 
or drowned in the gulf of poverty, and so not able to 
wade through with the burden of that suit, which in 
Spain is prosecuted by the king's attorney." Suspect- 
ing no such baseness, he and bis people made account 
that their comrades had gone down in the etoimj 
and " much lamented them." During the gale " cer- 
tain great fowls, as big as swans, soared about the 
vessel, and when the wind calmed they settled them- 
selves, and fed upon the sweepings of the ship." These 
were albatrosses ; and Hanldns, wishing to examine 
them, " because they seemed far greater in truth than 
they were," threw out a fishing-line baited willi pil- 
chard.+ This sort of angling succeeded well ; and 



flpwK fromui^ uidone Df the fowls pT«»eDllr Kiied upon k And tl»EofA 
in hEA upp«- beilL 11 ii ILke to a Gilcon'A bill, buttlul the point bDKve 

the line 'bnke, or the hook trebled. PlucWnaMm tomnl tlieihl[i,ihlli 
ttieHAfJnj(orhli wtnf^ heeAied the weight of hi* bodfi and bfllof bniufhC 
to theit^rn at Dunhip, two of OUT comwuij went down bj tlieI«ddflrof 

uTe them with hit ]nnlDna» thet both left their hand-fM. b^ng beuta 
black and blue. We caiC a anan about hit neck, and ao oyoed him htta 
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enough were caught to give all the crew good refreBh- 
ment for that da;.* 

The ahip Dainty, now without a companion, pur- ISM. 
sued her course toward the straits; and falling in '^'''■ 
with the Falkland Islands, which Dane had discovered 
eighteen months before, sir Richard, to whom this was 
not known t, supposed that this Terra Australia had not 
been seen by any JSuropean navigator, and in that be- 
lief, and " for that it was discovered," says he, " in the 
reign of qneen Elizabeth, my sovereign lady, and a 
maiden queen, and at my cost, in perpetual memory of 
her chastity, and of my endeavours, I gave it the name 
of Hawkins's Maiden Land." On the igth of February 
he entered the straits ; and having doubled the point on 
the starboard, and opened a fair bay, discovered there 
the hull of a ship beaten upon the beach, one of the 
' fleet which had carried thither Sarmiento's unfortunate 
colonists. At the Penguin islands they stored them- 
selves with these birds ; which were prepared by first 
cutting off the head that they might bleed well, then 
splitting them, washing them in sea water, letting them 
lie some six hours in salt, then pressing them for eight 
hours, and " the blood being soaked out, salting them 
again in the casks like be^; instead of which they 
served for about two months." All parts of the island 
where they haunted were undermined with their bur- 
rows, " save only one valley, which it seemed they 
reserved for their food, for it was as green as any mea. 
dow in the month of April, with a most fine short 
grass." The hunting of them he describes as " a great 
recreation to his company, and worth the sight. Good 
store of people were required, each with a cudgel in his 
hand, to compass them round about, and bring them as 



]3th. 11 il ceiUin, Iher^i^ thit 
time km)wl»d»/ihouldii«ie lem^' 
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it were into a ri^. If ibtj duneed to bretk oat, Aiea 
wu the sport; for the ground being nndermiDed, at 
onawuM it Eiiled, umI m the; nn after them one fdl 
here, another there ; another, ofifeting to strike at Mie, 
Ifting op hi* haod, mnk up to die arm-pits in tbe 
earth; anotber, la^iag to avoid one hde, fell into 
another. After the first tlaugfater, on seeing na on the 
■kore, they dwined. us, and procured to Koover dte sem; 
yea, many times, seeing themselTea peraecnted, they 
wooU tumUe down from such hig^ locks as it seoned 
impoedUe to escape with life. Yet, sa soon as they 
«aiBe la the beach, presently we should see them ran 
into the sea, as though they had no hurt. Where one 
goeth the .other fbllowech, like sheep after the b^< 
wether ; but in getting them once nithin the ring cloM 
togcdier few escaped, save sucji as by chance hid them- 
•cItcs in the burrows; and oidinwUy there was no diove 
which yielded ua not a thousand or more." • 

The ducks, which were very numerous, " had a pait of 
Ae island to themsdves several : it was the hi^ieat hffl 
there, and more than a musket-shot over. In all tite 
iv)i of tny life," says this observant seamsn, " I have 
not seen greater art and cariosity in creatures void of 
leason thui in Ibe placing and making of their neate; 
•U the hill being so full of Ihem that the greatest m». 
diematkian co^ not devise to place one more than 
thne was, leaving only one pathway for a fowl to pass 
betwixt. The tiili was all level as if it had beem 
smoothed by art ; the nests made only of earth, and 
seeming to be of tlie self-same mould : for the nests and 
the soil is all one, which with water that they bring in 
their bills they make into clay, and after fashion them 
ronnd as with a compara. In the bottom Ihey contain 
the measure of a foot ; in die height about eight inches ; 
and in the top the same quantity over ; there they 
are hollowed in, somewhat deep, wherein they lay thdr 
«Sgs without odier prevention ; and I am of Opinion 
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that ihe Bun hdpeth tbem to hateh theii young:. Tbeir 
nests are for many jetza, and of one propcMion, not 
one exceeding anotiier in bigness, m Wghl, nor circom. 
ferenoe ; and in proportionable diiUnce oae from an- 
oiber. In all this hill, nor in any of tiirii nesta, waa 
to be foand a blade of grass, a straw, a stidc, ■ feadier, 
a mote, no, nor tbe filing of any fowl; but ^ the MBts 
ftnd pasBBges betwixt them were so BiUDOth and dean, aa 
if they had been newly sw^t and washed." * 

Still hewing that the pinnace mi^ht be following, he 
here wrote iostractions where she was to seek him, en- 
lolled thran in many folds of paper, put diem into Ae 
barrel of an old muekeC, careMly secured against the 
wet, and placed it an end upon one of the highest hills, 
and the most fsequented of the island- Before he left 
the BtrailB, finding his decica open, with the long lyit^ 
under the hne and on the coast of Brazil, fae e^ed th» 
ahip " within board and without, above the. decks, ftom 
poit to stem." And be repaited his water casks, into 
which it was found diat the worm had got when they 
were taken ashore in Braail to be trimmed and filled : 
die manner of sheathing which hisfathar had invented t 
seems to have preserved the ship &om diis evil. He 
had, however, many difficulties to encounter before be 
could clear the straits. After he hod the month open, 
uid waa in full hope of entering the 9outfa Sea on Ae 
morrow, a sudden storm carried him back, the cnirent 
aiding it, above four and twenty leagues in twelve hmus, 
" lying a-hnll." From the manner of some Indiana 
wi^ whom he had spoken in the moming, be now con- 
daded that they intended to forewarn him of this, " tor 
diey have great indght in the change of weather ; and, 
moreover," he thought, " have secret dealings with die 



• Ur ID luToLiF him, that he'll choktd lliFrewtai; whiU'. nMhi^l. !• 
HtpHJliMK Thli nuumei sip«ilaice hutli Inight to be 111* b«al, IDd 
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]irince of dAricneM, who many tinin decl«redi onto thent 
thmgB to eoDM." Some fortnight after, the tbip, with 
• flaw tnm the (hoie, drove off in dw channel^ Btrucfc 
upoD a rode, and koiif there, hiving deep water both 
■head and aatern ; ao that when the tide fell, her 
planks, in the raidat, upon the upper deck, began to 
Open, All eSbrlB to warp her off were in vain, till the 
flood came, and the wai then found to faavebealen off great 
part of her aheatliing, and " wrested acrosa, hke unto b 
bog't yoke, some four foot lot^ and a foot square of h^ 
falw Item, joining to the keel, which hindered her Bail- 
ing very much." Of five anchors which he had brought 
from England he had now lost two, and two were dis- 
aUed: bitter weather came on, with blnstering and 
sharp winds, accompanied with lain and sleeting snow ; 
And his men manifested their wish to return to Bradl, 
and winter there, and so shoot the straits in the spring. 
But this he would not hear of, having Fenton's fortune 
in mind, and that of Cavendish in his last voyage, and 
Intowing, by their experience and that of others, that if 
he consented to turn but one foot hack, more than was of 
mere ibrce, he should overthrow his voyage and lose hia 
reputation ; " wherefore he resolved rather to lose hia 
life than give ear to such cDunsel."* 

It was his wise policy to find amusement for liis 
jiec^le at such times when they were not necessarily em- 
ployed ; and this be did both during his long passage to 
Brazil and while he was detained in the straits. At leisure 
times, he trained them on the abore ; one day there 
was the west-country sport of barling, in which the 
twdiekrs played against the married men ; one day they 
were engaged in wrestling, another in shooting, "bo that 
-diey were never Idle," he says, '■ neither did they think 
the time long." One day they attempted to steal upon 
a great company of ursine seals, which he calls sea 
volvest, as they lay sleeping on the shore, and ei^oying 

• Oti«[«lloiu, 7B--8?, 
I* t ThB; in twDBlclil <a isui la Ihilt lUni tat amaj puipoMi, Id Ihrir 
DHHUctaa foi plckicntbi, «nd in tfaeU fu to nuke Uiin aiL 
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the hot gun. Under covet of a hill the men were eren 
dose upon them, when the sea] centiiiel wakened the 
whole herd with tut laj of alarm : the sailors got between 
a part of them and the Bea ; but, instead of shumiing 
the invaders, thej came directly upon them, and " not 
a man that withstood them escaj^ the overthrow; 
and after the; had recovered the water, the; did, as it 
were," he saije, " scorn ub, defied us, and duiced before 
ns." Sometimes they collected pearls in considerable 
quantity from muscles : the pearls were small and of a 
bad colour, but the muscles exceeding good, and in great 
plenty, and proved a great refreshing. They gathered, 
also, the bark and fruit of a certain tree common in those 
parts : the seeds were much like good pepper but hotter, 
and the bark had " the savour of all kinds of spices 
tt^ther, most comfortable to the stomach, and was held 
to be better than any spice whatsoever." * 

At length, on the 28th of March, the evening being 
cahn, and " a goodly clear on the eaatem-board," sir 
Richard ordered the anchor to be weighed, against the 
opinion of all his men, who were desiious to see the 
wind settled before they put out of harbour ; and he 
admitted that in part they had reason, " consideriBg 
■how they had been canvassed ftom place to place," He, 
however, made himself deaf to their murmurings : 
having got into the channel, widiin an hour the wind 
cane good : they sailed merrily on dieir Toyage ; by 
daybreak the mouth of the straita was open, and in the 
afternoon they entered the South Sea, Hawkins con- 
gratnlBting himself upon having diua overcome the 
contradictions and murmurs of Us own people, which 
he considered " of all calamities the greatest that can 
befall a man of discretion and valour, and the most diffi.. 
cult to he overcome ; for to require reason of the com- 
mon sort is, as the philosopher saith, to seek counsel of 
a madman. The best remedy he could propound," 
he said, was " to wish our nation in thia point to be 

• OtMrrUioiu, 7& «. 8& 
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mell tdTiMd, iDd, in eipecial, all tboK that follow the 
■es, em hariiig before our ejet die ancient dledpline of 
our piedeeesMin ; who, in conformity and ohedieoce to 
theii chiefs and oommanden, have been a mirror to all 
other nationi ; with patience, Biknce, and safieriiig', 
putting in execution what tfaej have been commanded, 
and tbereby gaining the hleanngs due to such virtues, 
and leiTing to pofterity perpetnal memories of llieir 
gloriooi victories : a jast recompence for all such aa 
conquer tbemaelvea, and sul^ect th«T moat specioas 
will* to the will of dieir soperion." * 
April On Easto'-OTe thej anchored under the island of 
, '^- Mocha.f Hawkina was on his guard against the Indians 
here, because Drake had m^red aeverel; b; trusting 
diem. It was necessary to cranmnnicate with them for 
the sake of obtaining refreshments ; but he would DnTy 
confer with tjiem upon ■ rock, eompasBed with water, 
and suffered none to be present with arms. While he 
was communing with the chiefs, some of the Indians 
came to the heads of his boats, and incautiously were 
allowed to enter them : there was a bad snrf, so that the 
men, in order to keep the boats off, were forced to lay- 
down their muskets, and the Indians^ perceiving thij 
endeavoured to pour water into the barrels, taking it ont 
of the sea in the hollow of their hands. Hawkins saw 
this in good time, and the caciques followed his example 
in speedily chastising them ; but he having obtained re- 
freshments would hold no farther dealings with them. 
They were a prudent people, who would part widi no 
hens among the poultry which they sold, and could not 
be induced to sdl any of their llamas or sheep of burden, 
though they willingly disposed of those of the Enropean 
breed. They were at war with the Spaniards, and 
tbereftwe reasonably supposing that all who came in ships 



f " H«re our beef begmn to take end, and wu then ■■ good u Ibe dn 
« dipuud IlTrm England. H irai preMired In plckLe, which, Chcnigli ft 
be more chug«ible, yet the proflt payeth the charge, in that Lt if made 
durable, conCnrT to the opinion of &any, f hlch hold \t impwible Ibat 
lieefabould lie kept good pudng the equiaDctialltaie.'*-..P. 96. 
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nnut be enemies, kindled fiies at fint si^t of the 
Dunty, which were lepested npen the mtin land to 
aknn the eountry.* 

It WM HnwkiixB'a piupoK not to diseorer himself upon 
Hub cout till he should have pu«ed Lima ; bat bis 
company in^ed him to depart from this intention : 
theii greedincM of spoil " bliiuted them Erom forecasting 
du poril to which they exposed themselves by such a 
piematuie disconay;" and he did not venture npon snch 
■ point, to assmne an uitbority which he mi^t not 
have been able to rapport. They made, therefore, for 
the port of Valpanuso; and descrying at evening fonr 
ghipB at andior tboe manned their boat : the Spaniards 
immediately nm the ehips sabore; they were taken pos. 
session of, and the captoiB longed for morning that they 
might examine their supposed treasure, and also rifle the 
storehouses in the port. To their great disappointment 
they found nothing but stores of various kinds for Lima, 
good merchandise th«'e, but to them of little acconnt. 
The owners proposed to laniom them, and he consoited 
for a small price ; only he reftised to part with As 
hu^est, because his peopfe had taken it into their heads 
that there was mncb gdd hiddoi in ba. A fifth ship 
eataei the harbour and fdl into their hands ; and here 
" some good quantity of gcdd was found :" this put them 
in good humour ; insomuch, that they restored the 
Tessd and the greatcc part of its loading to the two 
owners who were on board; and tboagh they detained one 
of them as a pilot on that coast, yet they soon set him 
ashore, "moved with compassion, for that he was a 
man charged wiA wife and children."t Here he supplied 
his want of anchors, though none of sufficient size were 
to be procured at that time in the ports of the South Sea, 
ncme larga:, indeed, than could he brought across the 
isthmusupcmnegroefl'backs; and hoe, too, he furnished 
his ship with " a shift of cotton sails, far better in diat 
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m wbeK the; hk*e little nin ftnd few ttainiB thui an^ 
of our double nils, though not good where tain and 
moron ire frequeot, for with the wet they grow so- 
Stiff that they cannot be handled." 

The penon with whom Hawldna negotiated for the 
muom of the ahlpi me an andcnt captain of iioU» 
Idood, who wai about to sail for Lima, and cany his 
dan^ter thither to serve DoDa Teresa de Castni, sister 
to don Beltian de Caitra, and wife to the viceroy. Their 
appaiel and divera other things were embaiked in the 
ki^ ship ; but Hawldns lesloied the whole, in return 
for hia good offices, and the confidence which he had 
shown, coining and going only in reliance on his word. 
In this as in a former instance he aftuwards felt the 
benefit (rf having acted generonslj towards a generous 
enauy. Some dx or eight days he spent in this port, 
tieatiiig of the ranaom and lading . proviaioas ; during 
whidi time he and the master of his ship, Hug^ 
Comish, " a most careful, ordo'ly, and suffidoit man,'* 
took little rest, because they knew their own weakness ; 
fbr when he altered the harbour, hia ship's company 
amounted to no more than seventy-five men and boys ; 
with which he had five ships to guard, each mocned 
apart. And the governor of Chili, don Alonao de Soto- 
roayor, an old soldier of much experience, who had 
served in the Low Countries, was on the shore in u^t 
of them, with 300 hotse and foot (as waa afterwaida 
known) in ambush, if they had landed, and wiih balsas 
ready to have taken advantage of any unwarinen in 
guarding the ships. Hawkins, though ignorant of this, 
well knew that all hia vigilance was needed ; but he 
feared not the enemy so much as the wine, which, not. 
withstanding all the diligence and precaution he could 
use night and day, overthrew, he says, many of his 
people. He caSa it a foul fault, " bdng too common 
among seamen ; and deserving some rigorous punish- 
ment with severity to be executed, as being daily the 
deatroction of many good enterprises ;" and he declares 
thatj if he might be hired with many Uunuands, be 
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would not cany nith hitu a man known to put hit 
felicitj in that vice. His own vigilance, however, pre- 
served him here from danger ; and when all was done 
lliey set sail, " widi reputation among their enemies, 
and a good portion toward their charges, and their ship 
as well stored and victualled as the day they departed 
from England." * 

Prom Valparaiso he sailed for Coquimho and entered 
the port, hoping to find some shipping there ; but in 
this he was disappointed, and was not strong enough to 
maJfe any attempt upon the town which was half a 
league inland. Leaving Chili now for the coast of Peru> 
his men demanded their third of the gold that had been 
taken. He represented to them that it was not easy to 
diride the bars, hut if divided very easy to he robbed of 
them ; that many would play away their portions, and 
return home as h^garly as they came out ; and, more- 
over, that the shares could not well be apportioned 
before they reached England, because every man's deserts 
could not be appredated and rewarded till the end of 
the voy^. With much difficulty ihey were hroi^ht 
to consent ihat the gold and silver should be deposited 
in chests with three keys to each, of which he was to 
have one in his keeping, the master another, end tlie 
third, some person whom they shotdd nominate. Frauds 
were so commonly practised upon the seamen, that there 
was but too much reason for the suspicion f which they 
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BUOillMted at this time ; but they made too sure of their 
booty, in reckoning their sfaaies before it was safely 
brought home. 

Sir Richard ascribed the misfortime which mkhi befeD 
him to hie having steered for Valparaiso * in compliance 
with the wishes of his people.t The Spaniirda as- 
cribed it to his own imprudence in ransoming the ships 
which he found there, instead (rf following Drake's ex- 
ample, who burnt the shipping along the coast, diat do 
intelligence of him might be conveyed by sea ; bal in 
impaling this to any over.confidence ^ m his own strength 

into the •*», or «Hol» hidden thMtlWTi>e?Kr«wi™r. Otfain iend mr 
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lado y euemeddo de sente pUtIco, y debechcO y tampoco et caio oue 
l> ile'lai fumu nuuitiaai de todo el Peru."— Suam Se Fl^tna, KK, 
Iw ChUeie poet, Pedro de OOa, ceruurei him with more Jiutice Ac 
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diey did him wrong. Adnces vere despatched with all 
pOHib)e speed both b; sea aod land to the vicetoy of 
Pera, don Garcia Hortsdo de Mendoza, tnarqueB de 
CaOete. The flrst sirived by tet. The marqniB, who 
«M ctmfined to his bed by die gout, rose immediately 
upon lecdving them, and gave orders for protecting the 
port of Callao : for this purpose three captain* were 
crdered to lery a hundred men each, wherewith to man 
three ships, that with all speed were to be sent in pm-suit 
of the pirate, for by that appeUation the English con^ 
nurader was called, though the two countries were now at 
open war. His next care was to send the alarm to all die 
ports upon the coast, toGuatimala also, and to Mexico, and 
to Panama. His brolher-in-law, don Beltrande CasOVj 
was ^pdnted to the command of the aquadnm : public 
opinion answered so well to hia exertions, that many 
vohmleers presented diemselves, and there were CWO 
hidalgos who embarked each with ten men raised at his 
own cost. In eight days the three galleons were ready 
fbr sea, two of them carrying twenty hraaa guns, and the 
third thirty-fonr. The marquis went to Tisit them 
himself before theh departure, well pleased at so fair an 
opportonity of signalising his administration. They 
were scarnjy cut of sight before intelligence came that 
Hawkins had been seen with three ships off Aiica : it 
was thought, therefore, that he had been joined by his 
comrades which had been supposed to be lost, and 
fardier preparations were deemed necesnry, seeing that 
in the port of Callao there were some thirty resselB 
which any armed boat might hare captured. The guards 
on the shore accordingly were strengthoied, and another 
galleon, a brigantine, and a galiaate'a equipped, as well 
for the deience of the ships, as to reinforce the squadron, 
if it shonld put back in need of repairs.* 

The ships which had been seen in Hawkins's com- 
pany were the priie which he had brought irom 
Valparaiso, and a smaDer ressel captured near Arica. 
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The fbnruT wh found very leaky, and his people being 
" satisfled that thrir hope to find any thing of wortik in 
her WM TBin, having seMched her from poR to stem," 
they burnt her, their numb^ not being aiough to be&r 
•n J diviaion, more than of mere neceaaity : the otho: 
they kept, intending to make her aerre aa a pimiAce. 
With this pinnace and their boat they ranged the b«j 
of Fiaco without inccesi ; and shortly afterwardB, about 
the middle of May, at daybreak, Hawtdmi came in aight 
of the Spaniah squadron, beii^ some two leagues ta 
windward of it, bat with httle or no wind. The pin- 
nace being iumiahed with oara came to him, and thou^ 
his flnt ibougfat had been to abandon her, it was held 
more advisable to keep her as long a« they could, and 
that if it came " to likelihood of boarding," she should 
lay the boat aboard, eater all her men, and &om theDce 
enter the ship, and ao to be foraeken. They then pre- 
pared for action, "praying," aaya air Richard, "untothe 
Lwd God of battles for his help and our deUverance, 
and putting ouraelves wholly into his hands. About nine 
A. M. the breeze began to blow, and we to stand off rata 
the sea, the Spaniarda chedc by jowl with us, ever get- 
ting to the windward upon us, for that the flipping of 
the SoQth Sea is moulded afau^ under water and long, 
all their voyages dq»ending upon tumii^; to windward, 
and the breeze blowing ever southerly."* 

The Spanish squadron consisted of three galleons f, 
tmd three smaller veasels. As the sun rose the wind 
freshened, which coming irom the west, togeth^ vith 
the Bwell that ever beats upon that coast, caused a chop- 
ping aea, " wherewith," says Hawkins, " the admiral of 
the Spaniards soapt his mainmast asunder, and so b^;an 
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to lag astern, and with him other two ships. The Tice- 
admiral split her mainsail, being come within shot of 
iia upon our broadside, bat to leewards : the rear-ad- 
miral cradted her mainyard asunder in the midst, being 
ahead of us ; one of the armada which had gotten upon 
the broadside of us to windward durst not assault us. 
With these disgraces upon them, and the hand of God 
helping and delivering us, we began to consult what 
course was best to be taken to free ourselves. The ad- 
miral with other two were astern of us some four le^[ueB ; 
the' rear-admiral in a manner right ahead, within cul- 
Verine shot ; and one upon our hiff within shot also ; the 
taoon was to rise within two hours. After much de- 
hating, it was conduded that we should bear up before 
&e wind, and ^Ic to escape between the admiral and 
the Tice-admiral, which we put in execution, not 
knowing of any other disgrace befallen them, hat that 
of the rear-admiral, till after our surrender. In the' 
Uorning, at break of day, we were clear pf all our ene- 
mies, and so shaped our course along the coast for the 
bay of Atacames, where we purposed ta trim our pin- 
nace, and to renew our wood and water, and so to de- 
part upon onr voyage with all possible speed."* 

It does not appear that the Dainty sujfeted any thing 
from the weather, though the Spanish ships sustained so 
inuch injury that they put back to Callao, and the gale 
which disabled them was represented as one of the most 
Violent storms that had ever been known in those parts, t 
The condition in which they returned might have con- 
Tinced any reasonable persons that no blame could fairly 
be imputed to them for having failed in the object of their 
pursuit ; but expectation had been raised so high by the 
unusual spuit which the government had manifested, 
and the still more unusual activity of its preparations, 

* ObRTTitianL !I9, SJ9. 
tiDud in Q^Honn. (FcdrodeOtla, t .133.) He hv> noiuch thlnghlntl 
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that the womm of CaUao ud Lima reriled the aoUieni 
u cowards, when lliey landed: thoae of the lower ozdor 
insulted them by itratUng abont with daggen and pi*« 
t(d> at their sidei ; thej even uked the viocToy to let 
them emboik instead of ihoae poltroona, uid engaged 
that the; would loiug in the £nglish pinle.* These un- 
merited reproaches wi-ought such an efiect upon the men 
that thejr Towed to follow Hawkins to En^and, nther 
than Tetum again without him, and be exposed to soefa 
diihononi.f As it had now been asentained that Haw- 
Idoi had only hia own diip, io Urge a sqnadion was 
KOt thought neceswuy : we of the galkoni, thaefme, was 
tefltted forthwith, and, with the galiaatoa, whlcb waa mi 
excdknt vessel though amall, and a launch, wae deeiued 
force iufficienL The ptepaiationa woe made with sndi 
haate lest the tstemj should escape, that many bosta 
were staved upon the stony beseh, and many pentma 
killed or maimed, and laoie would hare been lost, if iJu 
viceroy had not personally set the example of going iuM 
the watei to asuBt them4 

Hawkins, meantime, holding on his course, cultured 
a ship some &ltj le^;ues north of Lima, took what pio- 
visions he required out of her, and then burnt her : ibc 
crew he put ashore near Tnisillo, reaerving only their 
pilot and a Greek, both at their own request ; for ^j 
were afraid to land, havii^ brokeo the law by wei^iii^ 
anchor from the port of Santa, before it was known that 
the coast was clear. He bad manned his pinnace and 
boat to search the port of Payta, when he had sight of 

* Tblt !• twUe nmiited bj Pedio ie OflL 

*■ Con un« brevedfid jaiDU pflUMda, 

V aun ■ hi qua en Eapafli ui podi^ 
eepu»iicu]ita,ranieDalirnud*.'> F.991> 
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a t*Q ihip : tliiB tcshJ haring heard that he was on thd 
coast, thought herself safer at KB than in tihe harfaont, 
and had got under sail for that reason. Hankini chased 
ha: all night and all the next da j, hut finally she escaped, 
for the Dainty woi hut a slow sailor ; " a very bad quality 
for a ship engaged in such an expedidon." Two other 
vesaela in liie manner ontsaikd hiro, and one of them 
" entreated his pinnace hadly," when it was seen that 
the Dainty could not get up to support her ; yet the 
Spiniards were so alarmed tliat they threw their de- 
spatches into the sea, and cast out ffet part of their 
lading, " for ite ships in the South Sea, preMiming 
npon the security bam stonns, load themselvea like 
lighters ■» sand barges." On the 10th of June, he put 
into the bay of'Atacames, about 260 leagoes from Lima ; 
and supposing themselTes safe &om any immediate 
pursuit, diey stopped there to take in wood and water, 
and to repair the pinnace : this bmng done, diey pro- 
posed to depart on tile morning of the 18th, but on the 
preceding evening a sail was seen in the offing, and 
Hawkins at the importunity of hia captain and com- 
pany allowed the pinnace to give her chase, " which I 
should not have done," says he, " for it was our de- 
struction." He gave the men precise orders, that if they 
did not reCum the same night, they should seek him at 
Cape San Francisco, seven leagues off. Accordingly, at 
nine on the following morning be weighed anchor and 
stood for that cape : after beating on and off two days 
without nght of the pinnace, be returned to the bay, 
where he descried her tnmii^ in without a maininast, 
which had been carried away by their imprudent manage- 
ment in a squall. Nor was this their only misfortune ; 
for standing in with the shore aiter the accident, they had 
mistaken the land, and, fancying themselves to wind- 
ward of the bay, bore up, and put into the bay of St, 
Matthew, from whence, when they discovered their error, 
they had to " bring their tacks aboard, and turn and tide 
it up as ihey could." Two days were lost in repairing the 
X 4 
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damtge, and on the monow tkejr were to aet mjI, mndt 
" leave the cout of Peru uiil Quito."* 

At dAjlight, the DiUDty and hei pinnace began to 
weigh theii anchor, " to quit a Btalion in which they had. 
remained too long." As diey'were looting their sails, 
a tium from the lna*t-head deacried two targe ships and. 
X gmall baric, near the cape, steering toward the bay. 
Bj the course they kept, Hawkins prewntlf under- 
■tood who diey were : bia men made them to be the 
fleet bound for Panama, and laden with treimre, and 
importuned him to " cut aail in all haste, and stand 
with them ;" but he well knew that no shipping would 
•tir upon that coast till they were sure he had left it, 
unless they were sent to seek him, and that this waa not 
the time of year for the beasure ships. MoreOTn' be 
repreaented that in remaining at anchor he kept the 
weather'^age ; whereas if he got nnd^ sail, it being ebb 
tide, he shmild give diem th^ advantage which was now 
bis, by reason of the point of the bay; nothing was 
lost if they ahould prove to be merchantmen, for they 
were standing directly toward him ; and should it prove 
to be the armada, lime was gained for preparing Uiem- 
aelves the better to flght. Thus he reasoned with them ; 
but they, " altogethcz without reason, oi against reason, 
broke out, some into vaunting and braggii^, some ioto 
reproaches for want of courage, others into wishings 
that they had never come out of their country, if they 
ahonld refuse to fight with any two ships whatsoever. 
And to mend the matter," says sir Richard, " the gunner 
for his part assured me, that with the first tiie of shot 
he would lay one of them in the suds ; and our pinnace 
that she would take the other to task. One pro. 
mised that he would cut down their mainyard, another 
that he would take their flag. To some I turned the 
deaf ear ; with others I dissembled, soothing and ani- 
mating them to the execution of what they promised .* 
and to give them better satisfaction, I condescended that 

• OtMmUoiu, lI».l£tL Bum>7,lS»,I8a 
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our captain, with 8 competent number of men, should gi> 
with the pinnace to diKsoTer them, giving them strict 
orders that thej sfaouH not e:^;^;e themselves in that 
manner, as they might not be able to corae to ns, nor 
we to HuccouT them. In all these divisioiu and opinions, 
our master, Hugh Cornish, (wbo was a most sufficient 
man for govemraent and valour, and well saw the errors 
of the multitude,) used his office as became him ; and 
BO did all those irf best onderstanding."* 

The pinnace soon discovered what they were, and 
they chased her back, " gunning at her" all the way. 
Sir Richard then stood out of the bay to meet them, 
that he " might have sea-room to fight." He hoped to 
keep the weather-gage ; " but the wind," says he, 
" scanting with us and larging with them, we were 
forced to keward ; and the admiral f, weathering us, 
came down upon us ; which, being within musket-shot, 
we hailed first with onr noise of trumpets, then widi 
our waytea, and after with our artillery, which they 
answered with artillery, two for one ; for they had 
double the ordnance we had, and almost ten men for 
one. Immediately they came shoring aboard of ns, 
upon onr lee-quarter, contrary to onr expectation and 
the custom of men-of-war; and, doubtless, had onr 
gimner been the man he v/aa reputed to be, and as the 
world sold him to me, she had received great hurt by 
that manner of boarding ; but, contrary to all expect- 
ation, our stem pieces were unprimed, and so were all 
those which we had to leeward. Hereby all men are to 
take warning by me, not to trust any man in sndi ex- 
tremities when he himself may see it done : this was my 
oversight, this my overthrow. For I, and all my com- 
pany, had that satisfaction of the sufficiency and care of 
our gunner, as not any one of us ever imagined there 
would be any defect found in him. For my part, I, 
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with the mt of our officen, oeeapded onnelves in deiM 
ing our deeki, lacing om nettings, nwking of bulwariu, 
uming our topa, flttiiig oot mute-datbet, taUcrwing onr 
pilcet, alinging our yards, doubling our ibeets *aA tacki, 
placing and ordering our people, and procuring that 
they ihould be well fitted and provided of all diingt ; 
iMring the artillery and other iiiBtnim«itB of fire to 
the gonncr'a diapoial and order, with the re«t of his 
mates and sdlwrenti; which (as I said) w&s part of 
our perdition. For bearing me erer in hand ilut he 
had 500 cartridges in readiness, widiin one hoar's fi^t 
we were forced to occupy three persons only in making 
■nd filliDg cartridges ; and of 500 ells of csmvass and 
Other clnh given him for that parpose at sundry times, 
not one yard waa to be found. For this we had no ex- 
cuse; and, therefore, could not avoid the danger to cbai^ 
and discharge with the ladk, especially in so hot a figbt. 
Those instruments of fire wherein he had made me ta 
^lend escessiTely before our going to sea now appeared 
not, neither the brass balls of artificial fire, to be shot 
wi^ ilurbows (whereof 1 had six bows sad 20O balls, 
and which are of great account and service, either hy 
sea or land); he had stowed them in such manner (though 
in double barrels) as the udt water had spoiled them aU; 
so that coming to use them, not one waa serviceabla." 
In fine, the man proved as in^dent in actkni as he bad 
been negligent in his office before ; and was either so 
oonsdoua of his incapacity, so cowardly, or so false *, 
that air Richard himself, and the master of the ship, 
" were forced to play the gunner*."t 

The pinnace had advanced so far that she was in 

* *' Some of om conniani,'* ujj Hawklu, '* haA him In iiuplcinu to be 
Bora frkcDd to tli« Spuluib Dun to urn, (U that h* hid urrad tana jtut 
Id tb« Tercttu u suimer^ and Chit h« did iJ] tbiiof purpup. Fawnfotit 

Kit In, jind ah« ^a powder, Bakda, liter our tuneDdry, it wh Md 
hli chine thU ho ihould uy he hid i brother tbit lerved the Unf In 
Feni, iQd Uiit he thouiht he wu in the annida, md bnw he would art 
fin ill the woM li« StoaM be tlun. Whether thii were Itue orno, 1 

noChiiif at wu prombHd ud expa^ed.*' 
f OtKWTitlooi, m, m. 
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danger of being rat off: coming to lay the Dftutty 
aboard, the vice-adniinl wu dose up with her, and 
Mine of the men entered their own ship over the enemy'* 
bowaprlL HawkinB Bays Ihey were not a litde com- 
foTled whea they got their people on hoard, for they 
were hut threeBcore and fifteen in all, men and boys, 
when the action began, and the Bpaniarda were 1300, 
" little more or leas, and those of the choice of Pera.*^ 
The Spanish conunander, don Beltran de Castro, had 
had no naval experiencCj but don Miguel Angel Fehpon, 
who had for many yean had the command at sea * on 
thatcoaat, was associated with him. Twice in the course 
of the day the enemy were beabai off; towards eTeaing 
they made a third attempt, having concerted that the 
capitana (or admiral) should approach upon the weather- 
how, and fall aboard die Dainty upon her broadside ; 
and that the vice-admiial should lay his ship upon the 
capitana's weather-quarter, and reinforce her witii men, 
or act otherwise, as occasion might require. Not 
waiting to observe this order, the vice-admiral, eager 
to secure the credit for his own company, came to 
windward on the English ship's broadside: he paid 
dearly for this rashness ; for " being utterly without 
fights or defences, the English, what with their muskets 
and what with their fireworks, cleared his decks in a 
moment;" and Hawkins says, that if he had then had 
but a dozen men to have entered her, she might have 
been) carried : " but our company," he adds, "being 
few, and the principal of them slain or hurt, we durat 
not ; neither was it wisdom to adventure the aeparalion 
of those which remained:" so it was held for the best 
and soundest resolution to keep their force together in 
defence of their own. In this attempt the vice-admiral 
lost six and thirty men, including his pilot. The ad- 
miral came to his assistance, and brought him ofi', not 
without loss himself; sjid this third lesson made the 

■ H»kliu ulli bUn genml of the Boulb S«, tbr Ibe curiace ud 
mfUgt DCUieiilrerfniiiilJiiiatoPiiiwma. Mo doubt thii ii thepenoo 
whoK Duue iru uwd bj Dr«kaiD tbebubouiofCallu. S« p. U7. 
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enemj determine upon the coune which from the first 
they ought to have tiikeD, — to make uk of their artillery 
only, uid either unk the Dainty, or compel her to strike. 
This tbey " put in execution, placing themselveB within 
« mu^et-shot of hei -weather^quarier, and sometimes on 
bet broadside," and thus continuallj playing upon her 
'Widiout interminion, " which was, doubtless, die best 
and eeauest determination they could take." * 

Meantime the Engliah had lost many men. Of tbe 
two perioiiB on whom Hawldns principally relied for the 
proaecutian of the voyage, in case of his own sickness or 
death, one was mortally wounded, the other slain ; and 
he himself had received m wounds, " one in the neck, 
very periloua ; another through the ann, perishing the 
bone, and cutting th^ sinews dose by the arm-pit," + 
At times, the Spaniards parleyed, and invited them to 
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(niirender, promising them the UBagei of good Wftr. The 
Cftptajn of the Dainty " csrae, with some other," to sir 
Richard, and, in the whole company's name, ui^ed him 
to accept of these lenns, ujing that " icarcely any men 
were It^ to traverse the guns, or oppose themBclves for 
defence, if the eoemy should hoard with them again." 
Hawkins was in a state of extreme sufiering, beUeving 
himself to be at the point of death : he roused himeelf, 
however, so as to protest * against any such opinion, and 
to entreat his people that they would not commit them. 
selves to the mercy, or trost the promises of the 
^aniards, who had so often broken their faith, and who 
eitlier put their English prisoners to death as pirates, or, 
which was worse, delivered them over to the inquisilion. 
This argument had its due weight with them : the 
captain declared' that he entirely agreed in opinion with 
him, " and had only made the proposal in condescension' 
to odiers ; and all who were present vowed either to 
remain freemen, or sell their lives at a price which 
the enemy would not be willing to pay for them. WitH 
this resolution," says sir Richard, " both captain and 
company took their leave of me, every one particularly, 
and the greater part with tears and embracings, as though 
we were forthwith to depart this world, and never see 
one the other again, hut in heaven, — promising never 
more to speak of surrendry,"t 

True to this determination, they continued the action 
through the night : an hont before daybreak, the enemy 
edged off " to breathe, and to remedy auch defects aa 
were amiss." .This " time of interdiction " the English 
employed in " repairing their Bails and tscklings, stopping 
their leaks, fishing and woDing their maata and yards, 
mending their pumps, and fitting and providing them- 
selves for the day to come." Little as the interval 
was wherein so much was to be done, " yet gave it 
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great rdief uid comfort to them, and made them bettier 
abk to endnre the defence; for, otberwiie, the ship 
must have lunk before its surrender, having many 
■hot under water, and the pumps shot to pieces." ^flien 
the action was renewed en the second day, the Tice- 
tdmipBl came upon tjieir quarter, and a ahot fram one 
of the stem pieces carried awaj his mainmaft dose by 
tile deck : this brought the admiral to bis aaaiatance. If 
the Daint; bad been a better aailor she might at this time 
have escaped*; and if Hawkins had not been incapable 
of giving any directions, good use migbt have been made 
of the time wbile one of the enemy was thus disaUed: 
but be knew nothing of what passed ; " neither," he says, 
" was I able to direct, though 1 had known it, bdng in a 
manner aensdesa, what wiA my wounds, and what witit 
die agony of tbe surreodr; proposed ; for that I had 
seldom known it spoken of but that it came aflerwarda 
to -be put in execution. And so we stood away from 
diem, which we should not have done, but have pro- 
secuted the occasion, and brought ourselves close upon 
her weather-gage, and with our great and small shot 
have hindered diem from repairing their harms : if we 
bad thus done, they bad been forced to cut all by ths 
board ; and, it may be, lying ahull, or to leeward of 
US, we might have sunk her. At the least it would have 
declared to our enemies that ^^ had them in Utile esd- 
mation, when, able to go from diem, we would not; and, 
perhaps, have been a cauae to bave made diem leave us. 
Sat this occavon was let slip :" so was die opportunity 
of getting the weadier-gage ; and while they vainly en- 
deavoured to make off, the Spaniards bad time to repair 
Ibeir damage, so as ^ain to come up with them, and 
jenew the fight.t 

The action continued throngfa the lecond night : be- 
fore daybreak there was the aame intermission as on the 
preceding day ; but there had been no interval for rest, 
nor had the men OD either side taken any other refresh- 
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ment than bread and wine, of which latter the Snglish 
took too largdy. In other respects they behaved like 
Englishmen ; and had they been under better discipline, 
and not depaved of their best officers, it seems probable 
that, even against bo great a superiority of force, they 
night have proved victorioiiB ; their artillery, " being of 
greater bore, was of better effect for sinking and spoil- 
ing." But the enemy had tiie weather-gage : his guns, 
therefore, told with terrible effect ; and, on the afternoon 
of the diird day, " the Dainty had fourteen shot under 
water, seven or eight foot of water in the hold, the sails 
«11 torn, the masts all perished, and the pumps shot to 
ineces : " many of her crew bod fallen, and most of the 
■urrirors were wounded ; for under the eidtement of 
wine diey had exposed themselves madly* to the Spanish 

' • Sr Hicbird menlioiu "twoChlnn wblch weremoatpc^u^clil UDto 
HI, ii iJ the princlpiaiauia of our gerditUm, theormind fiullj of lue 

UnnlDEt ud EuUrlliM. Tlia wa it Co Ssbt uDuraed when the* ■■» 
bht imedi Eb* otiMTli, on coming taO^t, to drink OieBiKlmdnink. 
Ym, nni* ■» 10 nad, that Ibc; miiHl* PDnlcr irith wine, to (Its It tM 
Pmarfcnei Ibu^i^ iliet il rirMh iiiiit, itrautb, tod counce, uid 

tlMftinBerliblHaDdbSHt^, end Bltogethei agiltut taiso. In Bghti, 
annBriDtawblebmidcaiiniead ipiilteni of (tmI rn«<l la be ullf^ 
■uluMdi uDdKlaidniubt ofwinetobe^wnUievBry muihBftrre he 
COBW to action : but non tbsn enoagh ta pernidwu ; lot, exceeding the 
nwaib it otitodeth end enfMiteth the kdhi, eiwTartlH the itrength, 
vMcli ihouM ml* (he three Df thg Hwnr, Intowaknea : il doUMh iod 
bUvdacb the undenteodlng, end coneequentij dnraveth uy man oT true 
-ntouTj liir Uwt be la dlaeDahled to ludaa ancf ippefaead the occuiaB 
which mubaoObvdtaiiiuult and leUrern time Huneolenl, the relna of 
■•■■OB bshw tnt IMo the banda of punon and dlionler. Alter I wai 
mmndad tui itlmHim brad gieal dlmdu ud IneonTenienca In our ahlp : 
the pot eonliniuiUr wnlklng^ InfliKd dnperate aid fixdlih bardlneti In 

manj.^o. Winded wllh tSi fume of the " - ' -.. .. 

dangeTi hut tbiu And thtu would lUnd a 
▼aumnf tbemielTcs { jon<« ofJier ruling ut 
vttlHhllconiiiaiilDnliicanieuid ilanif bl 
ftomnhB; which coftlLhe 
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"jnet Bnteeai and ■ lamntaUe EwH, worthr to he 
oBremiBaHe people, and wen lo be wai^iwt Iq' an Anauimucii. lu m> 
niidn imoui wai mote neceamr br •■■ Hun bj land ; tor on ibore tba 
bullet onlr buiteth, but In a ihlp lie dad aeen the mUnlen kin and hurt 
nanTit once, when the (hot puaedwilhoul touching uiy penoD. Tb* 
irciiat care of the Spanindi wai to be welt anned: "iMwbo cannat 

hulF.Jeikin, at ■ priircoati and hardlj will th« be Oiund wHbout 1^ 
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The Spaniarda atill offered " good war^ 
life uid liberty, and an emtMrkation to England," AU 
were notr of opinion that it was best to accept lihese 
tenDi before the ship sunk, seeing that unksB a miracle 
were wrought in their behalf by God'e almightj power, 
it wag impowrible by any other way to expect deliverance 
or life. Hawkins could no longer refuse his assent: 
he had nothing to hope from the surrender, desperate aa 
his wounds appeared to be, but for that very reason he 
might the beUer consent to it, tiaviDg done his duty to 
the uttermost. A flag of truce was, therefore, hoisted 
in place of the ensign; and a Spanish prisoner, who had 
kept in the hold during the action, was despatched to tell 
don Beltran de Castro that if he would give hia 
word and oath for the observance of these terms, the 
ship should be surrendered ; otherwise every man would 
die fighting.* 

Some difficulty occurred before this message could be 
delivered. Upon sight of the flag of truce the Spaniarda 
wished the Dainty to hoist out her boat ; but it had 
been shot all to pieces, and so had theirs. They then 
called to the English to amain their sails, which could 
not be done, because they were slui^;, and there were 
i:ot men enough left to hand them. Meantime the vice- 
admiral coming upon the Dainty's quarter, and not 
knowing what had passed, fired two of his chase pieces, 
wounded the captain very aore in the thigh, and maimed 
one of the master's mates. He ceased to fire as soon 
as he knew that the flag of surrender had been hoisted ; 
and when the Spaniards understood that the English. 
could neither hoist out a boat nor strike their sails. 
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dn admini laid them abovd. Befiwe any mas entered 
the Spanigh ^iaoner made his way to the generaL He 
waa leo^ved nith greU conrtMy j and don Bdtran, in 
answer to his message, said that he received the com- 
Buudei and his people a buetta gverra, to the laws of 
fair war and quarter : he swore, by the Almighty's name, 
and by his habit of Akanlara, the green croaa of which 
order he wore upon his breast, thkt he would give them 
their lives with good treatment, and send them as 
■peedUy as he could to their own country. Hawkins 
had required some ple^ for confirmation, end, as such, 
don Beltran look off his glove and sent it bim.* 

Si/ Richard always believed that it was don Beltran's 
intention hononiably and faitbftilly to perform all that 
he had engaged for. " Lest some insdency," he says, 
" mi^t be offered to me by the common soldiers, who 
seldom have respect to any person on such occasions, 
especially in the case I was, he sent a principal captain, 
brought up long lime in FUndera, called Pedro Alvares 
de Pnlgar, to take cue of me, and while the ships 
were on aboard the other to bring me into his ship, 
which he accomplished with great humanity and cour- 
tesy, despising the bars of gold that were shared before 
his face, which he might alone have enjoyed if he 
would ; and truly he was, as after I found by trial, a 
true captain, — a man worthy of any charge, and of the 
noblest condition that I have known any Spaniard. 
The general received me with great courtesy and com- 
passion, even with tears in his eyes, and words of great 
consolation, and commanded me to be accommodated in 
his own cabin, where he soi^ht to cure and comfort 
me the beet be could. The like he did widi all our 
hurt men." The number killed sir Richard has not 
mentioned : the wounded, who survived the first day, 
were nearly forty, and of diese every man recovered, t 

t *• The tiling," uri HawUoi, " tbat ou(ht to more ut to gi» the 
AlTDlEhtfetpeciaL thanht and praliei vu that ther were cum] In a man- 
ner vTtliout In»ruineiit4 or ulTef." CoDild«rinE what the initnini«n(t 
and hI*« In tli«e dayi wefe, thii ejiplaint wbj the wounded lecorered : 
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The Sptnurda were eo eageriy employed in nnucb- 
ing their prize that they had nearly loat her : hei main- 
mast fell by the hoard ; and the water incieaaed so fast 
in the bold, that it was necewary immediately to send 
a large party of able men, who, by great exertion, eared 
her from ainldng, and in ax and thirty hours so far re— 
puied her tliat they could make with her for Perico,- 
the port of Panama, that, thou^ more than £00 leagues 
distant, being the neareat place to leeward where their 
wants could be supplied. They anchored there, some 
two leagaea from the town, about three weeks after the 
action : as soon as don Beltran had advised the audience 
of his success, orders were given that " bonfires should 
be made, and every man put luminaries in their housesj 
according to the fashion used by the Spaniardi on their 
great holydays, or for glad ddii^s ; so diat with the 
lights in their churches, in their windows and galleries, 
and in the comers of theii houses, the city, beii^ close 
by the sea-shore, appeared in the distance, when night 
came on, to those cm board, as though it had been in 
flames." 

During their passage* to this place sir Richard heard 
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dirn dirt, woe, bj the fewiml'i onten, louitit mi iitlitnd tofether. 
Hisv, with Hme ImtnimenM of invU moniBnt prvcurfld fnmi &ttmf vbo 
had mtrrrf them to a dlflbnul end, did nut aafj t»ttt he our can, but 
alio fin the curiui at tb* ^aniaida, lielii( manf mor* tban fbate of our 

SUARi dfl nfusoa AaJ1^ tbatthaFagUihwFe ISO in number; of wIubd 
S8 filled and A wounded. 

• If IfiMl Ansel one da. aiked 
abort anowt aarred, vhlch weie 
tttj. laaHifiedblmthallbeiwi 

In uM anmav tite Spnnlarda, yet v. «4ibui-i «h«^. wn. ^^^-l^vh, » »*« 
eneratea tuntbaed ; tat the upper work gf tbeir ahlpt Mug muiket proof; 
In allplaca tbeTPMaed ttanni^ both ddat Mih OicUitT, and wrougEt as. 
traordlnaiT dliuuia, which cauicd adniraUoB to aea tiiemaalvM voondad 
with uoalithot, wtam thef thoiiiht IhemidTei aecure, and by no meaoa 
could Sod where ther entered, nor cone to the ^ht of any of the ahot. 
Hereof thajr proved to prodt themtalrei after; but for that ther wanted 
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enough to make Mm fear that die terms od which he' 
had nurendered were likely to be disregarded. There 
were some who censured die general for giving such 
good treatment to Lutherans, with whom the; said no 
faith was to be kept. And there were some who main- 
tained that men^ who had fought like good soldiers, 
deserved good quarter, even these; and don Beltran 
himself held all English men of war to be pirates. He 
flattered himself that he had succeeded in satisfying 
them on this point; and eatabUshing that men, acting 
under their sovere^'s commisiion against an enemy, 
with whom there was open war, were entitled to all the 
honourable usages comprehended under the title of good 
war. A discussion afterward arose upon what that 
term imported, and ur Richard's opinion was required, 
which he, not without some appreheosion that a bait 
might be laid to entrap him, at length gave to this . 
effect; that he had ever understood it to secure for the 
prisoner not only his life and good treatment, hut also 
that he should not be urged to any thing contrary to his 
conscience as touching religion, nor be seduced or me- 
naced from his allegiance, but rather to be ransomed 
for his month's pay, this being what he had known 
praedsed in his time among all civil and noble nations. 
And the English had enlarged it in one point more 
toward those Spaniards who had rendered them upon 
the terms of buena guerra, dehvering them without ran- 
som : " but the covetousness of our age," he pursued, 
"hathbroughton many ahusesjind excluded the principal 
officers from partaking the benefit of this privilege, in 
leaving them to the discretion of the victor, being many 
times poorer than the common soldiers, their qualitiea 
considered, whereby they are commonly put to more 
than the ordinary ransom ; and not being able of them- 
selves to accompLsh it, are forgotten of their princes. 
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md loiuetiiiie* infller long ImpiiKNUnent, which they 
■houM not" Don Beltnn bade him not trouble himself 
concenung the Ust point ; and g>Te him his word that 
if the king left bim to his dispowl, m of right he be- 
longed, bis niuoni (if in; were thought due) sboald be 
only a couple of gKybonnd* for himself, and ancHlier 
couple for bis brother the ctHtde da Lemos.* 

Don Beltrao showed sir Richard a letter from &e 
king of Spain to ihe viceroy, giving him an m> 
cuTate account of hit intended Toysge, the ships, their 
burthen, and their force, artillery and men. Hereby the 
Spaniard told him he might discern whether the king 
had friends in England, and good and speedy advice of 
all that concerned him there. Sir Richard replied it 
was no wonder, for he had plenty of gold, which worked 
Krangei efifacts than this, and bis expedition was puhhc 
and notorious to all the kingdom.^ He ksmt here that 
the viceroy of Mexico had fitted out an armada to seek 
him, and to defend the coast Here, too, he had the 
mortification to hear that his poor ahip, which had 
received her Dainty name iiom the lips of queen 
Elizabeth herself had imposed on her, with all so- 
lemnity, the Spanish and Roman Catholic name of La 
Viaitadon, having been cultured on the day of that 
festival, by the Roman style. She was shored up at the 
time ; and in the midst of the ceremony the props on 
one side gave way, and she fell over, " entreadng 
many of them that were in her very badly." 

Here sir Richard ends the account of his unfortunate 
voyage. What happened to him and to the rest during 
their imprisonment, with the rarities and particularitJes 
of the Peru and Tierra-finna, his voyage to Spain, and 
what happened to him in prison both in Peru, Tercera, 
Seville, and Madrid; these things " I leave," said he, 
" for a second part of this discourse, if God give life 
and convenient place and rest, necessary for so tedious 
and troubleM>me a work ; desiring God that is Almigh^ 

• CHnmUoiu, IfiS, 163L t IbU. Iffl. 
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to gire hie bletaing to this snd tbe rest of mj mtendona, 
diat it and they may be fniitfiil to hia gloiy end tbe 
good of all : tben ahall mj denres be aceompliebed, and 
I acconnt myself most h^ipy." ' This intention be bad 
delayed too long ; for hsTing some boaness in tbe year 
iGSi, wbile the first part was in the press, to atttaid the 
privy eonncil, be died snddenly of an apoplectic stroke, 
in one of the outer loonu.t It may seem remarkable 
diat he should have postponed this duty so long, for as a 
duty he regarded it4 The cattse, probably, vsb not 
merdy that it was a painful task, and there was a 
part of it in which, however satisfied in his own con> 
sdence, it would Iwve been difficult for him to have 
justified bimielf in tbe eyes of his countrymen. 

The terms on which the Dainty had surrendered 
were grossly violated. Don Beltran, himself, is said to 
have sent most of the ship's company to serve in the 
galleys at Carthagena $ ; and some few to Spain, where 
they were not likely U> experience better treatment. Sir 
Bichard, and twenty others, he took with him to Lima. 
That much kindness was shown them by individuals 
there is more than once declared in sir Richard's nar- 
rative ; b«t in a despatch f^m the king of Spain to the 
viceroy, in reply to the details of the victory, this notable 
passage occurs : — " Inasmuch as relates to the punish- 
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Ti tim b«a dcpilKd of the fnilli whldi sdibt htiTt bMontlknd « 
their experloiee hid ttaey hem coiiimiltM ta reooRL To mM tfal 
■Molec^ indfor tbesood of 1117 HHintiT, I hire thouiJii It un dulji u lub. 
Ilih the ObielTitiaiii of mr SoDIb BBS Vojige 1 ind flir [hit unto joa 
kWinw, jam IMn mid niccsnn, It li most Ukelr to be DdTinUgcoiu 
(hmliis bteu(tai on BW notMiw but leal and mUa-i), I rnn bold a uie ;oiic 
■UDLiBKitte(iaiuiitolt,«adtDDSkrii,wlthiiUtaucdblenaiuid dutj, to 
vonr Dighneii*! enfebencat which If It purchua, 1 bvTe attalDcd mj 
OHlit^ wlileh ihatl ever ^m to perfinm duty." 
t ** A Cutaaeiu 1« Tnsletet 1u«go 
A 1u fAlenI dub FwERhdEsUBm, 
Eria ll chuima toe, que otm «nt^ 
A Cipalli 'pee meiiiorLA de aqiKj dbL" 
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ment of the English general, aad the otheis who were 
.Ukm in the uid ship, vhom yon say the inquiution had 
demanded, and thst having no order there conceming 
m; will as to what ahould be done with them, ;ou had 
procured with the holy office that it should defer hring- 
ing out the said general in an auto (da tS), because it 
vasdhderstood thathe is a person of quality: that which 
appears good to us in this matter is, diat justice shotild 
be done conformably to the quality of the persons." ■ 

Here, then, it appears that the pretension of Ueatii^ 
the prisoners as pirates was dropped ; but that Uie jus- 
tice of the inquisition was " to take its course with all 
who were not of a certain quality:" that is, the 
Spaniards thought they might bum with impunity such 
' common men as resisted the ordinary and extraordinary 
means of conversion ; but that if they martyred a peraon 
.of distinction the English government and the English 
nation might be roused to vengeance. What was the 
fate of sir Richard's companions is not known ; but he 
himself changed his religion.f It ought to be presumed 

^ ■ Tliii )t IttUd DU Spanlili uithorih^imil 1 lubJolD faeie Ui« dripul : — 

<U3bo natiOt ^ue dlcci lot pjdlo la ijwaiti^on, y qnt pof no t^aa ovden aUft 
de Id que s ml Mtuntid H hagi deUH, pnKDmiu uoa el ButooadDqiw 
•* Ahuc dihundo e< ucir Hi dlcbo geiienl il iuw,pat iver entsidlda ^iw 
e* penona dc oalLdad, la que en cMo lu pincjdo h, que te lian jtubcia 
UDftiniie 1 ta alldul de lai penonu."— Smirei dr Flt<KToa,r- ^ 
t l-opedeVegiifflmutliiitnbliDngonluluntoUI. S^ 
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that he wu ilneae in the change, because the king's 
letter makes it apparent that he was not in the same 
danger as his people ; but it would not haie been easy 
to persuade the English of this, even if there had been 
religious liberty enough at home to have allowed him to 
enter upon his vindication. This may explain why it 
was BO long before he began to publish his narrative, 
and why it was found at bis death not to have been 
continued far&er. 

The change, though it prevented the inquisition from 
renewing its claims npon him, did not secure his per- 
sonal freedom ; for the Spaniards raised a question 
whether don Beltran,.who derived bis commiBsio& 
mediately from the viceroy and not directly from the 
king, could grant terms by which the king's government 
should be bound : and diough this was at length con- 
ceded, and though don Beltran earnestly soUcited tbat 
they should. fully be observed in sir Richard's case, he 
was, nevertheless, sent to Spain as a prisoner, and kept 
in prison some years, with the view of deterring others 
by this severity from entering the South See. At length. 
the conde de Miranda, as pr^ident of the council, de- 
liTered a peremptory sentence that he was to be dis- 
charged ; " for no enemy," he said, " would ever yield 
himself, onless terms, deliberately granted by the Idng's 
captajus, were faithfully kept." • 
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Sib Riohabb Hawkikb and A Rieluml GreenTQle wb« 
ibe only naral oonuoaDden daring EUmbeth's reign 
iriio were conqielled to fbrike fiieir flag to Ae Spvniords ; 
ud in both cues the flrcuinilaDces irere nicli, that no 
Tietory ctct tended to raiae die reputation of the Stt- 
^h for courage more than these defeata. 

Richard, the aon of air Roger GreenTilk, waa bom 
abont the year 1540, BoraewheTe, H ii nipposed, in the 
west of England, of a famity lineally descended frimi 
Rollo of Normandy. He was one of those adventnma 
who in 1566 obtained the queen's permiuion to serve 
in Hongajy against the Turks ; and it )uu been said, 
that he was on board the .Christiaii fleet in the great 
battle of Lepanto. Serving afterwards in Ireland, aii 
Henry Sydney was so well satisfied widi his cratdnctj 
that upon his recommendation the queen appointed him 
sherifi' of the city of CoA during her pkasure. la 
I57I, he was elected one of the members tar the county 
of Cornwall, and was knighted when be became high 
sherifi* of that connty. In 1584 Raleigh obtained a 
patent to discover, have, hold, and occupy snch remote 
heathen and barbarous lands, not actually possessed by 
any Christian prince, as to him, his heirs and assigns, 
should seem good. Sir Richard Greenville is said to 
have been of the copartners with him in the first voyage 
to Virginia; and when upon the report made of that 
country, it was determined to plant a colony there, he 
commanded the squadron, consiBting of seven sail, in 
which the adventuren were taken out. 

They sailed in April, 1589, and on the ISUi of May 
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mchored in Mosquito bsy, in Ok ialaDd of Puerto Rico, 
within falcon ihot of tlie duwe. Sir Richard landed, 
and fortified himself in a podtioii where one aide wu 
protected by the sea, another by a rirer, and the re- 
maining parts envirMied widi woods. There he felled 
timber, and bnilt a pinnace with it, " the Spaniards not 
daring to make or ofier resistance," After some days a 
party of twenty horsemen speared an the opposite 
bank : they showed a flag of truce, and two from eitha 
aide met on the sands. The Spaniards saluted the in- 
vaders courteously, but b^an, " according to their Span- 
ish proud humours (says the fii^tish relater), to expos- 
tulate with our men about their arriTal, and fortifying 
in their connby. They wert tcdd in reply, that onr in- 
tentioQ was only to Atmidi ourselves with water and 
other necessaries whereof we stood in need, which we 
craved mi^t be yielded ns with fidr and friendly means, 
otherwise onr resolution was to rdieve onrselTes by the 
Bword." The Spaniards, we are told, upon " this dis- 
creet answer," made " large promises of all courtesy 
and favour." On the morrow the pinnace was finished 
and launched ; and sir Richard marched some four 
miles into the country, expecting the coming of die 
Spaniards, according to their promise, to furnish us with 
victual! ; " but they, Iceeping their old custom for perjury 
and breach of promise, came not ; whereupon the ge- 
neral fired die woods thereabontt. The same day he 
fired his fort also, and re-^mbarked his men."* 

No suspicion seems to have been entertained that ibe 
Spaniards might have allied a better reason for bdng 
late with their supplies, than the sdTenturers could have 
given for so faastUy acting as enemiei. Greenville, how- 
ever, proceeded as if tbatv had been open war. On the 
night after he set sail, he look a Spanish frigate, which 
the Spaniards wlsdy forsook npon sight of the squadron ; 
and the next day be captured another, " with good and 
rich freight, and divers penona of account in her, whom 

• HiUuft, UL iJl. 
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he Tantomed for good ronnd mins, ind Kfterwuds landed 
on the isUnd." One of these pritea was aenl to Roxo b«yj 
oa the Bouth-weat of the iiland, wheie Ralph Lane, the 
intended coininaDder of the cglony, bmded and intrenched 
binuelf, while a party in tight, and in defiance of the 
SpanianU, carried off aa much «alt from one of theu* 
salt hilla as was required for the uae of the fleet. 
This done, thej sailed for Hiapaniols, snd anchored at 



Here a fHendl; interconne took place. The goTemor 
came to the sea-aide, and Greenville landed. Due pre- 
cautions were taken on hoth parts, snd due faith ob- 
served ; and while they conferred, the Ei^lish " pror- 
vided two banquettlog houses, covered with green 
boughs, aae for the gentlemen, the other for tlie servants, 
and a sumptuous banquet was brought in, served all in 
plate, with the sound of trumpets and concert of music, 
wherewith the Spaniards were more than delighted." 
In recompense for this banquet, the Spaniards " caused 
a great herd of white bulls and kine to be brought to- 
gether from the mountains, and a)^>oinled for every 
gentleman and captain that could ride a horse ready 
saddled, and then singled out three of the beat of the 
herd to be hunied by horsemen after their manner." — - 
" The paEtime grew very pleasant ;" and in the course 
of three hours the three beasts wepe killed : one of them 
having taken to the sea, was there shot with a musket. 
" AAer the sport many rare presents and gifts were be- 
stowed on both parts ; and the next day we played the 
merchants, in bai^aiuing with them by way of trudc and 
exchange of divers of their commodities, as horsea, 
msres, kine, bulls, goats, swine, sheep, bull-hides, sugar, 
^ger, peail, tobacco, and such like commodities of the 
island." '^ 

They departed (tont the Bpamards with great good- 
will; yet they imputed the courtesy with which they 
had heea entertuned rather to their own vigUance and 

• HiUiijt,SSt. t Ibid. 
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Strength than to any hearty good-wiU. Had they been 
weaker, doubtless, they eaid, " they might have looked 
for no better treatment than Hawkins had recdved at 
St, Juan de UUoa, or Oxenham ou the Uthmus of 
Darien." Sailing from thenc« on the Tth of June, they 
reached their destined harbour in Vii^inia bf the end of 
.the month. Greenville, in an eight days' expedition, 
" &nt discovered the towns of Pomeioc, Aguascogoc, 
and Secotan, and the great lake called Paquipe. One of 
those towns he burnt, and spoiled the corn about it, be- 
cause an Indian had stolen from him a silver cup ; and 
having remained about two months to settle the colony, 
he sailed for England. On the way he captured a 
Spanish ship of 300 tons, richly laden, boarding her 
. with a boat made from the materials of some cheats, and 
so ill, or hastily put together, that it opened and sunk 
at the ship's side, as soon aa he and his men were out of 
it."* In the following year he returned with three well I5S6. 
appointed ships, to vitdt and reinforce the settlers ; hut 
he found the settlement deserted. The colonists, who 
had declared it to be " the goodliest soil under the cope 
of heaven, and a country to which, if it had but horses 
and kiue in some reasonable proportion, and were in- 
habited by Englishmen, no realm in Christendom would 
be comparablet," had gladly accepted J Drake's ofer of 
a passage, and forsaken it, leaving all diings confusedly, 
as if they had been chased from thence by a mighty 
army. " And no doubt," says a contemporary, " so 
diey were ; for (he hand of God came npon them for 
the cruelties and outrages committed by some of them 
againat ihe native inhalntants." After seeking them 
in vain, and not b^g able to obtain any tidinga con- 
cerning them, air Richard, unwilling to lose the right of 
possession, landed fifteen men in &e iale of Boanoak, 
; supplied them plentifully for two years, and so departed. 
On his way homewarda, he landed on some of the 
Azores, " and spoiled the towns of all such things aa 

• BnUiiTt, ssa. fOliSSB. t Sn IL 19T. 
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mn wMh earruge," eurying vnj kba loine Spaniard* 
M piiaonen. "With tliiese and nuny odicrexploita done 
by him in thif yoyage, m well ontwiid ai homeWBrd, lie 
Ktuned into Bngluid." * 

A man of lir Richard OreenTiUe's daring dtHpoaitimi 
wai not likdy to remain inactive in thOM sturing tunes : 
1£9I> bat nothing la related of him till fire yean afterward*, 
when he waa sent ont at Tiee-admiral, with acTcn «^ 
of the queen'a ihipa, under the lord Thomaa Howard. 
The olgect of chia expedition wai to intercept tlie 
Spaniih fleet from the Weit Indies, which had wintered 
in the Havaiinah the preceding year, lest it should fUl 
into the hands of Hawkins and FroloBheT. It waa new 
open war between Spain and England ; and on this oc- 
casion both nationa gave proof of vigour and peneveranoe 
in their deiigna. Philip caused diis West India fleet to 
delay sailing till ao late in the season, that it endangered 
their shipwreck, " choosing radier to haiard the poiah- 
ing of ships, men, and goods, than that they should beoome 
the ptite of the Engliah." There were two modves for 
this delay : he wanted time for fitting out a far nq>erior 
naval force, and he hoped that the lord Thomas would 
have consumed his provisions, snd, therefbre, return 
home : but ships and stores were sent from England to 
the squadron, which waa thus enabled to keep the aea ; 
and the Spaniarda were not kaa disappointed in their 
expectation of coming upon the English by surprise; 
for the earl of Cumberknd was then off the coast of 
Spain i and he having obl^ned intdligenoe of dieir de- 
signs, despatched advice to lord Tbomas.t 

When this advice arrived, the English fleet was riding 
at anchor near the island of Flores : it consisted then 
of nx queen's ships, six victuallen of London, the bark 
Baleigh, and two or three other pinnaces. Many o( die 
men were on shore, some providing ballast, some filling 
their casks, and others " refreshing themselves with 
auch things as they could either for money or by force 
Aug. recover." The news had scarcely been delivered before 
■''• •HiBujt.sas, , tSe«p.iL »ioK»,itt 
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die enemy'e fleet hove in light It was the flret time, 
except in the cue of the great untada, that the king of 
Spun h«d ' ' shown himself strong at sea * ; " and his force 
•mounted to about fifty sail.t Thej weR " filled with 
compuiies of goldiera, in some 300, besides the mari' 
ners, in some 500, in others ^it is uid) 800 ; wh^eaa in 
Qtm dieie were none beiidethe seamen, except theserrsnta 
of the commanders, and some few volnntary gentlemen 
only." The En^^iah ships, too, were " all pestered and 
Tomaging ; every thing out of order ; very light for 
want of ballast; and what was most to thdr disad- 
vantage, half the men of every ship acV, and utterly 
tuiserviceable."^: Some of them had not time to weigh 
anchor, but " were driven to slip their caUes and set 
saiL" Greenville was the last that lemoined, " choosing," 
says sir Richard Hawkins $, " rather to sacrifice his 
Ufe, and to pass all dai^er whatsoever, than to fail in 
his obligation, by gathering together those who were 
•shore ; though with die hazard of his ship and com~ 

The lord Thomas and the other ship " very hardly 
recovered the wind," which sir Richard wss not able 
M do. Seeing this, the master and others advised him 
to cut his mainsail and cast about, and tmst to the 

fTliT^ni in HiUuft [p. nai Hjifs Vonw^ujiSS. (p,163.) 
UuKhatn aula It D SO treat iblpa, Bitcljan, PonuEima, and Spulih, 
t«n Dutch a^^boati, which had been rnibargoed at Liibon Ibr (he klng'i 
(US, iDd Mho inuU yadita and paloam for the •stvlee ot Ibe flcM j " om if 

(Hiklun, ITU. t ObHmtiDm, ID. 

Tbe ucomn In HtUujt asrett with (kiL Sir WUIiun Mnuon, on the 

MMiml. wcCfSad UKim» and nude ilau to tbe mt ot M§ IhI Id do the 
lue, with I purpoae to get Ibe wind of tbem, air Rkbard GieenviUe. bc^ng 
■ iniUiom BUD, ind buglnlns tbla lloet to gooh flom the Indlei, and not 
to be Ibe amuda of wblcb tnoj vn Infomwd, would bj no meana b« 



amoda approached, aod bo babeld tha nvatoaaa oC tbeafalpa, heb^n to 
•ee end repent of hb Mlir, and wbenlt wa> too laie, would have fteed 
hlmaslf of them, but in Mbi." (P. 163.1 

The betterniMlfe nui (UclT be licribed to GreenvDIa in thli pan of hia 
eooduct That heucTltkedhlnuelf andhlaihlpiafterwardi, InaapETitod 
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Miling of the ship, for the Seville squadron wte on his 
weather-bow. Hia aliip, the Revenge, was noted as- 
ooe of the " beat for sail in England ; " bat he revised 
to turn fiom the enetUf , declared that he chose rather' 
to die than dishonour fairosdf, his coontry, and her 
nugesty's ship, and threatened that if any man laid' 
hand upon the sul, he would cause hint to be hanged. * 
" He would paas thiough the two squadrans in spite <^ 
them," he aaid, " and enforce that of Senile to give 
him way." And this " he performed upon divera of- 
the foremost who sprang and fell under the lee of the 
Kevenge ; but the other course," he who relates this 
adds, " had been the better, and might right well have' 
been answered in so great an impossibility of prevail- 
ing." While he in this determination prepared for 
battle, the great St. Philipe, " being in the wind of 
him, and comii^ toward him, becalmed his sails in such 
sort that his vessel could neither i6ake way nor feel 
the helm, so huge a^d high carged was the Spanish 
ship, being of 1 500 Ions, which after laid the Revenge 
abwd." This great galkon " carried three tier of ord- 
nance on a side, and eleven pieces in every tier ; and 
she shot eight forth right out of her chose, besides those' 
of her stem ports." The ships that were under her 
lee luffing up, also laid him aboard, two on his lar- 
board, and two on his starboard. 

In the beginning of the action, the George Noble of 
London, which had received some shot throi^h her, 
fell under the lee of the Revenge, and asked sir Richard 
" what he would command him, being but one of the 
victuallers, and of small force?" Sir Richard bade 
him save himself, and leave him to his fortune. It 
WB* said, as if in excuse for the other ships, that " the 
lord Thomas would have entered between the squadrons, 
but the rest would not condescend, and his master 
offered to leap into the sea rather than conduct her 
m^esty's ships to be a prey to the enemy, where there 
was no hope or possibility eitlier of defence or victory. 
Master Thomas Vavisor in the Fores^ht stayed two 
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JUTS M near the Revenge as the weather would permit,' 
not forgaking the fight, tUl he was like to be encom- 
passed by the Spaniards, and with great difficulty cleared 
himself." The others " gave dlvera volleya of shot, 
and entered as far aa their own necessity to keep the 
weather-gage allowed, until they were parted hy night." 
From three in the afternoon " the fight continued very 
terrible all that evening: the Spaniards made many 
attempts to carry their enemy hy boarding, " hut were 
still repulsed again and agcdn, and beaten back into 
their own ships or into the sea." The great St. FhiUpe 
having received the lower tier of the Revenge, discha:^d 
with cross-bar shot, shifted herself with all diligence 
from her side, utterly mieliking her first entertainment. 
It is said that one of the great galleons and the ad- 
miral of the hulks were sunk ; but as fast as the 
Spanish ships were disabled or beaten off others sup. 
plied their place, the Revenge never having less than 
two aboard her, and that thus before morning she had 
been engaged with fifleen opponents. By that time the. 
English bad suffered severely. An hour before mid- 
night sir Richard received a musket shot in the body, 
and was obliged to leave the upper deck : while his 
wound was being dressed, his surgeon was mortally 
wounded, and be himself received a second wound in 
the head. " As the day increased, so our men de- 
creased, and (in the words of the old relation) as the 
light grew more and more, so by mudi more grew our 
discomforts. AH the powder of the Revenge to the 
last barrel was now spent ; all her pikes broken, forty 
of her best men slain, and the most part of the rest 
hurt." The Spaniards had reinforcements of soldiers 
from the other squadrons, " all manner of arms and 
powder at will. Unto our there remained no comfort 
at all, no hope, no supply either of ships, men, or 
weapons ; the masts all beaten overboard, all her tackle 
(nit asunder, her upper work altogether rased; and, 
in e^ct, evened she was with the water, but the very 
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fonndatioD or boM«n of • diip, nothing faeii^ left ever- 
hMd, either for flight or defimce." 

dt Bidtud finding hinuelf in this diitKH, the 
Bercnge not able to move one wtj or oAkt, bat u she 
tdled with the wktcs, called upon the c«>inptny to yiekL 
theinielTec unto God Hid to the mercy of none elae, 
and commanded the maiter gunner, whom he knew for 
a moat leaolote man, to spUt and sink the ship, " thftt 
thereby nothing might remain of glory or victory to the 
Spaniwda. The gnnnn readily consoited ; but the 
captain and the master mre of another opinion : the 
enemy, they laid, would be as ready to entertain a ct»n- 
poiition «a they were to oBu it; then wete many 
brave men yet liring, and whose wtmnds were ttot 
mortal, who might live to do tbnr country and thdr 
prince acceptable service ; they besougjit sir Richard to 
have some consideration for than : and told him, that 
ai for any triumph which the Spaniards could have in 
taking one of her m^eaty's shipe, she was so much in- 
jued that they could not save her from unking, and 
there was at this tinw m. feet water in die hold. 
Sir Richard continned obstinate in his puipoee. tieaving 
the captain, therefore, to use his influence with the men, 
and prevent him from efficting it, the master went on 
board the Spanish general, and easily obtained from a 
noble enemy that all tbeir lives should be saved, and 
the company sent to Bi^land, the better sort paying 
such reasonable ransom as their esUte would bear ; and 
in the mean season to be free from the galleys or im- 
prisonment. The gunner, finding himself and sir 
Kichard thus prevented and mastered by the greater 
number, was only by force withheld from killing him- 
self; and many of the people fearing sir Richard's 
disposition, " shot away" ab<»rd the Spaniah ships. 

Don Alonao Bazan, brother to the marquis of Santa 
Cruz, was the general of this fleet. He granted the 
more readily (he terms which were asked, for the great 
desire he had to save sir Richard, " whom, for his 
notable valour he seemed gready to admirej" and he 
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WBt Porliiin into his own ship the St. Paul, the ReTengf 
," being filled widi bloody and Blain and wounded men, 
like a slaughter houae." Sir Richard said the general 
itiight do with Mb body what he listed ; and fainting af 
}ie was carried out, when he was brought to himself, h^ 
desired the company to pray for him, Hia wound* 
were immediatel; dreaaed by the Spanish snrgeoDS. Doq 
Alonso did not come near him ; but the other captains 
and men of rank c^me to visit and comfort him in 
hia miafortuoe, wondering at his ateadfasbiesa and stout 
heart, for he showed no sign of fiintness nor «aj chang^ 
of countenance ; and feeling that his death was at hand 
he spake these memorable words in Spanish, that al] 
who heard them might bear witness to their teuour : — 
" Here die I, Richard Gteenville, with a joyiiil and a quiet 
mind, for that I have ended my life as a good soldier 
ought to do, who has fought for his conntry, queen,^ 
Teligion, and hononr. Wherefore my soul joyfully 
departeth out of this body, and shall always leave her 
hind it an everlasting fame of a true soldier, who hath 
4one his duty aa he was bound to do. But ihe othera 
of my company have done as traitors and dogs, for which 
they shall be reproached all their lives, and leave a 
sbunefol name for ever."* He died on the second oi; 
-diird day after his capture, t 

It was a dear-bought victory : the Spaniards lost two 

' * Thi< lalta Kntcncs il omlCled In Kiklurt'i mlnct tttaa UnKboten. 
I Sndllin theHlgindi MmeceuHr liit toiefCrU thtodgliulaDthnrlHH 
■whawTHtliejKi- ■"- ■-'-—" ■— " '"--'- 



^lintdMlai.vhohaiiatlrreliitvftwbHt be beard, both Axon tbe Span Lud* 
■bd tllQ Bi^llih pilBDBn, HjB thMt HI Riclurd wu of t ratleH ■■•inr 
uhl srtfttlv ftfikcKd to nr md violence. But be had p«r1bnned 
nUmt kU, ud wH aucta Aucd in Iboie liludt, ud lumn of eretj 
mu, but TRT wren of utun, » UtU bli own |wo|de haltd bin tor hft 
flimnvo, Hnd ipAke tot bnrdlr of hln fir hli lytwanj. ** H« vu ot » 
bud m coiapleilaii, Ihit oftAwbtn lie badotber apMtau As tail (una, r 
iKHild cirouH thre* or Ibui iluHt of mine, ud then bi ■ bnitiy take Ua 
gluia between hit teeth endcniih tbem in plecei, and iwilLow them, to 
mat the blood mnetlniei ran out of hii mouth, but without anji hither: 
thii," HTi, Unachoten, " wu told me br diren credible penoiu, who bad 
manvtlmaa Benn blm do It" Thii brutal exhibition oT drunken (jriven 
wai not quite Dbaolete In Ibe Uiit nmratkin. * 

f H>^d;t, 17D-17& 1B& 

roL.ni. i 
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diip* in the uttoii, and 400 men : of the Engluh, Mhont 
100 were iltio.* But ihe Spaniknh trinmphed In it 
greatly, became it ma the flnt queen's Bhipl' Uut they 
had eVer taken, and wime of the Engliih fogitives per~ 
■oaded them that it was the ferj best in the serrloe. 
On the day after the action the India fleet, for wiiich 
the lord Thomai had waited the whole Bummer, came 
in i^t, and Joined the armada, so nairowly was ^is 
great priie Mved from the EngUih cniisere. Thrir 
joy for their deliverance wai of abort continQauae. The 
Spanish general wuted at Corro till tiie whtde woe 
collected, to the number (tf 140 tail; then aa Aey were 
about to make for Terceira, and m to die Tagua and 
the coaat of Spain, a hurricane arose, and of the whole 
fleet and convoy not above fbrty vesKla escaped de- 
atrtiction. Among othen, the Revenge was driven upon 
a rock near Terceira, and dashed to pieces, all on boards 
who were about seventy Spaniards, and a few only of 
the prisoners, perishing. Some of the superstitions 

• The nUUdn In Hikf ujt btl tbi* in the beelDnlnc of die Hgbt tba 
. perenie bdl but 100 f« ttm iLiiHii, ud W •&, " btd In hold upoi 
tbe beUMAL B iiDvll troop to Dun uch ■ ifalp, mid « weak ttnivm to rvM 
H nlf bt; Ml •im;.-' (^. 17L) But Hr BlSiiid HnwUiH fin ■ >«t dit. 
Aicnt Mccount, wd. u It Mppeen, upNI oOcUl docuomli. " 1 Kcount," 
bgurhlP-lO') "Uiat)ie[aiHnille;uidhlicauntrraotniichho«niu) 
thUaeouhmL Kn one gbip, ud of the Hcsud Bit tftm ■uieNr'^ lu. 
tamed the lorn of ill the d«et of SfbId, end Hve th«m to uDdtntaBd (hat 
On tie InrlwuUti ftrbiTincbsiisbtdeu^dieliiHdlBgof bt^difBi 
■nil lUDdiT tltMIi, Slid with inaii) Mnllr, *nd with ■ contlinul t^ht at 
DniReeo H ilxtMn boun, u len(th imlnt her without uv rant "*"■"■>■. 
■od likes Ida Id the Ma: iiie made, nannhitudlnsi ■ mnt baiountdB 
compodtleii of Uft »Ba.ia>tnifiraiaKmmeH,atiueier*t^*taksp. 

Otlr Krmlt t , (D btrltn It tnry out Ui lit msnMt' iMeet." 

t BiiWUllaiairaiMB(|iaK.) un "Wo mar panTf Judge lirlliatihbi 
the BwoBge^ piecedent mitfiirtiiliM, that (be wia deriined, fnm Ihe heiu 
ttevMbiSlt, to Rcdniomefktaltalowi bt to bar, above nU other her 
n4ia»>t(Mpi, then hanKDidthaaeuBRiRunaEaiccldMiti. la U^ to 
bar retuzv out of IreUnd, where ahe vaa adniral« aha attwk upon ■ aanct, 
and ftr'T*^ b* m iracle. Id IfiBB, at Pottunooth, belag bound upon k 
icnOtm expMUttob coniint out of the hattour, ihe ran anound, and, 
anhMt tiie arjiHitallon of all am, wM Bued i but waa not aide to pneeed 
iman bar TOjaae. Tlie third dlutn wa> hi IH^ at ihe wu viMi nuned 
■fCtaathue,iAwnaU the quccB-a thin lay, ud a> aafe on* would thhik 
aa the qucfli^ chamber ; and jet, bj the eEtfenlljr of a Mann, ibo wna nu 
luckllT put a«ho«, and tiwre orenet, ■ danger never thougtit on bcfcR or 
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idanders imputed it to Greenville's ghost: the devila 
loved him, they saidj because he was of a devilish re- 
ligion : therefore, aa soon u hie body was thrown over- 
board, he presently sunk to the bottom, and ao down to 
hen, and there raised up the devila to revenge him ; and 
they brought these itonns, more terrible than any that 
ever were remembered, upon the Spaniards, because 
they msiutain the holy catholic and apostolic faith ! * 

Though air Richard Greenville cannot be justified for 
entering into the action in which he lost hi» life, he 
supported it so bravely, that he raised the character of 
die British navy, and thereby well entitled himself to 
the place which he continueH to hold in its annals. 
His death-scene stamped his character in the minds of 
his contemporaries and of posterity ; so great ia the 
effect of any one virtue, when displayed in an eminent 
degree, even though it be diat virtue which is die com- 
monest, as belonging sometime wholly, and generally 
in great part, to our animal nature, and which may 
exist wid) little to ennoble, and nothing to adorn it. At 
that time, too, a better moral feeling began to prevaU 
between Spain and England. As soon as it was open 
war between the two countries, the feeling of habed 
gradually softened into that of hostility. On die put 
of the English it was no loiter a private quarrel, in 
which individuals engaged for the strong dedre of 
plunder, or the stronger appetite for revenge ; and on 
die part of the Spaniards it was felt that they were not 
now engaged with pirat^, but with national enemies, 
who were entitled to the usages of fair warfare. On 
both sides it became a public quarrel and a pubhc cause. 
And though there was still loo much opportunity and 
scope for the exercise of evil passions, generous fedii^ 
also were called into action ; and eadi nation kamt to 
respect the characteristic virtues of die other. 
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Dkjjec'i aenieet lo this place, and to hii nidra count;, are 
thus Tecorded bj Mi Eoglish eulogist, who, a* be appears 
to have been a wett countryman, probablr delirers what, in 
tlioBe parts, wai (be general opinion of Drake's cbaracter : — 



" Like aa abroad with unreaisled Brms, 
He tamed his foei' proud iosultations ; 
Eren 10 at home witli leniljr be charm* 
Hii jamog tnends' discordant passioDa ; 
Rescuing the poor from proud veiationi. 
So bU his life lie made a warlare long. 
Abroad 'gainst enemies, at home 'gunat wrong, 

" In war he itmre (and striving Mill did gain) 
To vanquish all with nerer-dauoted might ; ' 

In peace he sought (and seeking did obtain) 
All to excel in equi^ and right ; 
A juiticer in peace, in war a knighb 

Though hard it were for him that might take eai 

Sdpio to be in war, Cato in peace. 

" Tbe mighty son of more than mighty Joie, 
HeaTen-beaiiag Hercules, moat lamoused 
For twelve adueraiieuti, and diiaater, lore 
Of IMaiiirh being o^red. 
After so many moDMeTB vanqoiibed; 
Having subdued all monsters, saving one 
{Woman), onUin'd lo maater hioi alonci 
Z 3 
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" Htaren-honourM poeti, ia etetnal laie. 
Among hii mu>j brmie acbievonrau done, 

Ai not the lut nor kut act, do rebeuH 
Hii fai time, though b; filthy wrrice won. 
Making the Augsan oi-atell iliine u sun 

(Which more tbao thir^ jam uncleaiued had been), 

B; fordng of A^bcui' rinr in. 

" Equal with Herculea in all Mire nee, 

Drake of bi> counlrf hath deaerred grace ] 

Who bj Ml indiuby and quaint device. 
Enforced a liter Ie«Te hU former place. 
Teaching hii atreanu to run an uncouth nee. 

How could a n . 

Who all the mightf » 

" Now Flymouth (great in noUiing aue renown, 
Ai^ Ihentn greaUi hi baonsc of Dcak^) 
Seam* to diadaio the title of a town. 

And looki ttet man for d^ fatr ihauU take. 
So proud bar patron'* fiiTour doth her make : 
Aa thoae whom princes' patronage eitoll'd. 
Forget themielTEa, and what they were of old. 

" Her now bright face, once loathaomely defiled. 

He purged and cleanaed with a wholenome rirer ; 
Her whom her siitei-cities late reriled. 

Upbraiding her with her unaavouty savour, 
I^«ke of this obloquy doth now deliver : 
That if all poets' pens conceal'd bis name. 
The water's glide should still record the same." 

FUx-Geogr^, IM imd Death of Sir 
Fraacii Draii, pp. 47, 48. 

Excaia of tAg Mm •» Ae Bsrpaditim to PorH^al, p. 315. 

The eiceises to whidi, in pert, the bilure of tiiia eipedi. 
lioa were attributed, were excused by the shameful argument 
that dnmkenneu waa the dn of the oatian — not of the per- 
sons only who embarked in ihla armament. 

" To them &at have made question of the govcmmeDt of 
the wan (little knowing what appeHalueth thereunto), in that 
tliere were so many drunkardfi amongst lu, E answer, that in 
their government of diirea and psrishea, yea, in their very 
householda, themselves can hardly bridle their vaaials &Dm 
that vice i for we see it is a thing almost imposuble, at any of 
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jour fun or public uaen^Ues, to find an; quarter thereof 
sober; or in your lo?nn any ale-pole* unfrequented. Andwe 
obserre, that though any nian having any disordered persons in 
their houses, do lock up their drink, and set butlers upon it, 
that they will yet, either by indirect means, steal Ihemselres 
druok front their nuisteis' tables, or run abroad to seek it. Jf 
then at home, iu the eyes of your justices, mayon, preachers, 
and maitets, and where they pay for every pot they take, they 
cannot he kept from their liquor, do they think that those base 
disordered perums whom themselves sent unto us, as living M 
home without rule, who hearing of wine do long for it as a 
dainty that their purses could never reach to in England, and 
having it there without money, even in the houses where they 
lie and hold tJieir gusrd, can be kept from h«ng drunk, and 
once drunk held in any order or tune, except we had for every 
drunkard an officer to attend him 7 But who be they that 
have run into these disorders? Even our newest men, our 
youngest men, and our idlest men ; and for the most pah out 
slovenly pressed men, whom the justices (who have always 
thought unworthily of any war) have sent out as the scum and 
dregs of their country. And these were they who, distemper- 
ing themselves with these hot wines, have brought in that 
sickness which hath infected honester men ttaim themselves."-^ 
Portu^ Voyage, Hatluyt, U. 2. 137. 

It is remarkable that the writer should call the wines hot ; 
irtien certainly ic vis not by its strength that the wine brought 
on the disease. 

SpaniA Detant at Pentance, p. ESS. 
" The plotter of this stratagem was one captain Burldgh, 
an Englishman, who was afterwards well requited for his 
treachery ; for to be even with him for so foul a fact, sir Ro- 
bert Cecil, the principal secretary, writ a letter to him reading 
in Lisbon, pretending that he was employed as a spy, and gave 
him thanks for some particular service he named he had done ; 

too honest to that »de. 

■' Sir Robert Cecil so ordered it, that this letter fell into the 
hands of some ministers of the king of Spain; whereupon 
Burleigh was apprehended, close imprisoned, and cruelly tor- 
lured, when he deserved no such severe usage. I speak this," 
says «r William Monson, " because I woijdd have the world 
judge how justly he deserved it, and how prettily the Spaniardt 
were imposed upon." — P, 301. 

It would be curious if the parties in this case of Burleigh v. 
Btnldgh vera kuumeu. 

X i 



,nn:Hi„G00^lc 



BaaMiu't DeaA, p. 239. 



" Now drop my pen, in iok of dreary tears, 
A Dune, of latCi of Laughter and of joy ; 
But now (0 D«lh, the ageot of our fears,] 
A name of dolour and of dire snooy, 
The aad memorial of the fatea deatroy : 
Hawkini — (O, noir arj heart cleave thou asunder '.'y 
In naming bun, me Kems, I name a nooder.. 

" Epitome of gods, Heaven's counterfeit. 

Fame's pyramis, honour's imagery, 
High throne whereon all virtues made Iheir seat ; 

True prospective of immortahly, 

Fair mirror of celestial majesCf ; 
White palm, whose silver bowers enbarbour'd rest, 
Snow-feather'd swan, and Nestor of the west. 

" Nealorin wisdom, art, and policy; 

Nestor in Itnowledge, skill, and prudeney j 
Nestor iu council and in gravity i 

Nestor in wit, foresiahl, and modesty ; 

Nestor in might ana magnanimity. 
O, would he had, as he had Nestor's hairs, 
Ei^ojed Nestor's age and Nestor's years \ 



A mortal mm 


more than a man of Ute 


(If mortal n 


an more than a man may be). 


Since bis Ufe's 


calendar is out of date. 


And death's 


new year eiacts hia cuslom'd fee. 


No more a 




No more a ma 


n, because of death bereaven. 


Mortal no mo. 


e, because a saint in heaven." 




Pp. 67, 



BmMni and Drake, p. 239. 

Purchss has preserved the following parallel between these 
two great seamen, by one who had served with both ; — 

" Sir, — I have, according (o your request and my plain-' 
tieiB, sent you bere the comparison between those two com- 
mandwa, sit fVanda Drake and sir John Hawkim* Tb^ 
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men boUi much given to trayel in thdr joaOi and ^e, ■t' 
, ttmpdng 11U117 honounble Toyages alike ; a> tbst of ai John 
Hswkiiu to Guiny, to (be iiia of Amenca, to St John de 
Utn, &C. So likeiiiie ai Fnncia Drake, sAer man; diacoveri 
iea of the W«st Indiei and otber ptm, wai the firtt English- 
maa that did erer compass the world ; wherein, u in hia deep 
jadgment in kk causei, be did far exceed, not mlj sir John 
Hawkina alone, but all otfaere wbomsoeier. 

" Id their own natures and dispoaitiang they did as much 
diSer as in the managLog the matter? of the wara : air Fraucia 
being of a lively spirit, resolute, quick, and aufEdently valiant ; 
the otber alow, jealous, and hardly brought to resolution. In 
council, sir John Hawkins did often differ from the judgment 
of others, seeming thereby to know more in doubtful things 
than he would utter ; sir Fiands was a willing beuer of eveiy 

attempted any action, wherein he was an absolute commander, 
but he performed tbe same with great reputation, and (fid 
easily despatch great matters. Contrariwise, sir John Haw- 
kins did only give die bore attempt of things, for the most 
part, without any fortune or good success therein. 

" Sir John Hawkins did natur^ly hate the land-soldier; 
and though be were very popular, yet be affected more the 
common sort than hii equaln. Sir Fnuids, contranly, did 
much lore the Und-soldier, and greatly advanced good parts 
wheresoever be found them ; he was also a^ble to all men, and 
of easy accesa. They were both of many virtues, and agierang 
in some : as patience in enduring labours and hardness ; ob- 
servation and memory of Hungs psst ; and great discretion in 
sudden dangers ; in which neither of them was much diatem. 
peied. And in some other virtues they difiered. Sir John 
Hawkins bad in lum mercy, and aptness to foi^ve, and true of 
word : sir Francia hard in reconciliation, and constant in 
fHendabip ; be was, withal, severe and courteous, magnanimoua 
and libeial. 

■• Tbey were both &ulty in ambition, but more the one than 
the other 1 for in sir Francis was an insatiable desire of ho- 
nour, indeed beyond reason : he was infinite In promises, and 
more temperate in adversity than in better fortune. He bad 
also other imperfections ; as aptUHs to anger, sua bitterness in 
disgracing, and too much pleased with open flattery. Sir John 
Hawkins had in him malice with dissimulatian, n^eneas in 
behaviour, and passing sparing, indeed miserable. They were 
both happy alike in being great commandeTs, but not of eqoal 
success ; and grew great and famous by one meani, rising 
through their own virtues and ttie fortune of the sea. Tbeie 
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wai no coinpariHia to b* nuda between llior w^^dnerria^ 
■nd good parti, for Ihcnin ai Fnudi did ba eieead. Ilia is 
•U I bu* obaorml in Ifae Tojagaa vhenin I Imtc *erred m A 
AoB. " R. M." 

Lofe d< Viga'i Drapnltm, p. 938. 
' Sir F^vBcfa Draka has had tbe nve fbrtniM to haie aa epic 
poam written to hii intended disboDour by Ixipe de Vega, the 
moat prolific of tbe Spanjub poeti ; in his own age oad countrj- 
Ae molt popular^ and Btill in other counOries the moat famoaa. 
Hw Mibject is his last ciptdkian and deatb. Two motivefl. 
Lope gays, induced him to write this book : Erst, that oblinon 
miglit not cover bo important stictor;; and, second];, that 
tbe people who thought so much of Drake might be disabused 
concerning him ; the troth being, that be had not taken a grain 
of gtdd which had not cost him much blood. There is a pnia« 
prob>gue to the poem hy D. Frandaco de Boria, the comen- 
dador mayor de Mootesa, in which it is said, " Some one will 
aay, why ia there * atory made in Spain of this Tictwy, if tbe 
EagliA have had good succesi in our Indies and against our 
fleets? To this it is enawCTed, that the English nerer bad any 
good succeas, unless it were owing to the inclemency of the 
aea, or to great inequality of numbers; or beoiiise they at- 
Uekedcoartswhich were secure, and fleets that were uaanned." 
Among the commendatoiy poems ia a aonnet by the duque 
de Oauns, and another hy Cervantes. 

Lope givea preliminary notice to the reader, that whenever 
he (lies Ae word dragon, Francia Drake is to be undeiBlood, 
He says that he calls the English Caledonians from the Silvs 
(Uedonia, "tan celebrada de los anliguos en Inglitem;" 
but he has not explained ibr what reason be calls Drake a 
Scotch pirate, " el prolestanle pirate de Eacocia." 

In tbe flnt onto the Christian Religion presents Spun, Italy, 
and America to the Almighty ; and prays for protection 
against the Moorish and bereticsl pirates, especially agunst 
that di^gon of the English Medea, Francis Drake, if it were 
only for his namesake, seeing tliis Enghah coruii had at- 
tacked Nombre de Dios. 

'■ For Us puraa entraiias de Maria 

Que n vueatro hijo came y sangre djeron, 

T por el Sacravento de aquel dift 

Que humano y Dios loa Angeles le lieron. 

Que detengaye au bariiare osa^a, 

Siquiera porque el nombre vuestro fiieron ; 

Que lugar que de Dios (seiior !) se nombre 

No ei justo que le ofenda niaguu hombre." 
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Thli pnytr wu hMrd. Drake » then described w in re- 
liteincDt and in disgrace, because lie had not takm Cadis 
when he entered the liarbour, and becauae he had been lepulsed 
St Coruiia. He in, howerer, Toastw ct noie Rold than Cibmiis, 
and wai talcing hit amta under an elm by die side of a foun- 
tain, when Coveiousnesa (Codida) appeani to him in the 
form of a beautiful voman, not to tell him that the great and 
august Philip, 



but to inflame him by bise prophecies, and by extolling his 
fonner ochievementa ; and ttll him he was the dn^on irbo 
bad ptefigured in so manf lisions. Hanng said this she 
plunges into the Achemn with such a splash t^ Chanm drops 
his oars ID afiiigbt. 

" Also laa tres gaigantas el Cerbero ; 
A Tantalo las lamas se inclinaron, 
Y del goipe creciendo el aqua inftma 
Comio, J beviS, otwtra la ley etenu." 
Charon, however, as soon as Drake and Hawkins prepare for 
the expedition, begins to make read; for the crowd of con. 
demned soula who will soon come posting to hizn. 

Lope introduce! the cura and commissary of the inqui^tion 
at Nombre de Dios burying two bars of silver in the church 
beside the font ; and recommending Ibem to the font's protec- 
tion iu a speech which savours of the mock heroic The priest, 
however, calls, in Catholic unceritj, upon the Virgin to trample 
on ttiis dragon. 

■■ Mirad sanora, qtie ay enemistades 

Para stempre entre TOi y la serpiente j 
Q]ie ansi lo diio Dios, cuyas verdades 

Son mas Gtmes quel cielo eternamente ; 
Se vuestras plantaa para mil edades 

Y mil sin Gn ban de piur su frente, 
Fisad este dragon, pues que se atreve 
A Tuestros pies mas candidos que nueve. " 



" Cavan el prado por lo mas eniuto, 

Y enljerran el mancebo mal logrado ; 

Porque el hombre que vive comu hruto 

Es justo que le enjierran en «l prado. " 
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" O tin, due, usi te muerc el pecbo 

La luign de tu langre demmadi, , 

For un bvbuo negro, auctor del hecho. 
Que no de bluica nuno, o hidal^ etpada* 

Con cateTTarme quedaa latlsfecbo, 
Deumdo en tieira esEraiia tepultad*, 

Tu misma caine, que infamado della 

\eaixi a ler Eapaool leauelto en ella. 

" Quatro barbaroi deioi un castigo, 

I.adrone» de mi vida en parte oculta ; 
Qjie biziens con mai aspero enemlgo, 
Si aquellos tu venganxa dificulla ? ~ 
De que esta ingratitud uses comnu'go 
Mas infaroia que gloria le results ; 
Que en enteiTBime que gnuidetas hallo 7 
Pues entetro Alejandro a en caTallo." 

Lope^s great triumpli i 
1, he aajs, bj hii own people and receiTe 
u he deaerrei 

" Miserable de ti dragon cogido 

Del cuerpo del eiimime elephante, 

A quien la sangre frigida baa beridof 
Castjga a tus sobervias sem^ante ! 

Agora que del Aguila vencido 

Ya no erizaj las conchas arrogante, 

Su planta pone en tu eervii BriCana 

La religion santiBainia Cbrisliaaa. 

■■ Passasld el duro estrecho de la muerts 
Que ea otft> Magallanes de la vida, 
Y fufste a Ter de Radamanto fuerte 
Xa India mas adusta y encendida. 



" £1 Aguila J dragon que Flinio escrira 

Ya deiaron la rigida batalla ; 
Que el Cesar Espaiiol piemio ledbe 

T el Draque Ingles entre bus planlw G«ll«i 
Ta la gente sepulchre le aperdbe. 

No con la gola y la aierada malla. 
No con enderro, caias ; bandeias, 
Mas como ecban cnerpo inaerto a fieras. 



.■..Godi^k' 



'■' Una caia lastradn, y dm anclotts, 

Tm que el fbndo frigida afarrauea, 
Fu^on al aCaud y sacerdotea 

Qfxe el coTTDmpido cuerpo acompoiiasieii' 
AlU Ids Protatuiics y Uganotes 

Kq tuvieron mfragio que reziuien ; ' 
Id caza aepultada en la arena 
Qnedo de concha* j hngotUx llena. " 

Two days' pnblic T^indiigi were made at Panama &>r the 
jn&inoua death and final sentence of this fierce monster. 
MaantJme llie wine petsonage, with whom the action of the 
poem opens, again approochei the Almighty's throne, and re- 
tumi thanks for the event, 

" Gmdas t« doy, Senor del Cielo y Hem, 
Que al gran dragon, y la muger sentada. 

Que la abominacion inbme endena 
En la copa del tosigo dotada. 

Con el Cordero tuyo hiiiste guerra; 
T con la crui de tu sangrienta e^iada 

Espuia, Italia, America, contentas -. 

£stait a tu serrido uempre atentas. 



*■ Tu sacaste al dragon en el anzuelo, 

Su lenguB Blaste, y diste su cabraa 
A la garganta vil del peiezuelo. 

Far mas que eatava armada de fiereia i 
Tu mismo que le ediasle de tu delo 

Al centTo de la miaera boieza. 
Con el aimella, y la aierada erilla, 
Agugeraste su feroi meiilla." 

Iiopede Vegahaa only written two poems of greater length 

than the DragonCea ; and it isa singular tribute to the cdebrity 
of one, " of whom,^* an English poet said, " the best cannot 
write too loftily, nor the loftiest too worthily, nor the worthiest 
guffidently." Lope's vituperation, howerer, is not more re- 
markable in its kind than the performance of this poet, Charles 
Hti-Geofii'ey, who entitles hii poem Sir Francis Drake his 
honourable Life's Conunendalion, and his tragical Death's La- 
mentation ! " For ^who," he lays, " would think that death 
could conquer Drake ? " 
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" Gnat Oad of prownt, ttanadeibalt of wut, 
BcUou'i dariing, nun oTiMnltj, 
Shoij Enyo'i ehunpioo, fomoi'i fcv, 
FadM** Halclr Fharm, map <rf' d^nity , 
Jore'i peari, paarl'a pride, pride's fw, (be*! (Bcoiy, 
Bpain-ibaking-ferar, n^ent <rf' war** cbunder, 
Uitdaunlcd Drake, a naBe ImpoMitig wnodcrl 

" All tfait, jaa ttirice a tbouund timei and ntore 
Tbtn tbii untdd, thou^ angel*' eloquence, 

Though all die loula oT poet* heretofore. 
And nodera muiei made (beir residence 
In nmrtal mould to pen hti excellence ; 

"Mart than all art's arithmetic can sum. 

Ah me ! are now encloied in Drake's rich tomb. 

** Tomb ? ah, no tomb, but Neptune's &Qthing wavw ! 

Wbtm ? ah, no waves, but biUow-roUing aea* ! 

Seas ? ah, DO seai, but bonoiir'a hallow'd grave* ! 
GrBTea? afa, no gnyes, but bone's elemaleaie ! 
Ease ? ah, no ease, but rest bom to diqilcaae '. 

Wtute'er it be where worth; Dra^ dutb tie. 

That sacred shrine entombs a deity.j 



;* Daughter of Time, HDcere Foiterit;, 

Always new-born, yet no isian knows thj birth ; 
The arbitreu of pure sincerity, 

Yet changeable, like Proteus, on the eardi ; 
Sometime in plenty, sometime join'd with deardi ; 
Alway to come, yet alway present hen, 
Wbom all run after, none come eier near; 
" Unpartial judge of all, save present Mate, 
lath's idioma of the th[ngB aie past, 
3ut Blill pursuing present things with hate. 
And more injurious at the first than IsU, 
Preserving others, while Ihine own do waste; 
True treasurer of all antiquity. 
Whom all desire, yet never one could see; 
" Be thou religious to renowned Drake, 

And place him in thy catalogue of saints ; 
Instead of Neptune, God of sea him make. 
Either la loose or hind the wind's restraints ; 
■■trnfTer him (heir vows and plaints: 
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■■ Some fiery muse with hcKvcnly heat inflamed. 
Mount Drake likewin nbove the aiured tkf; 
Be not die eagle Jove's thunder-bearer named, 
I,et Drake pmsets that gloriauB dignity, 
Oi rather let himself the Ihuuderer be, 
And njake the world his majesty to wonder, 
For who more fit than Drake to rule the thunder ? 



" Such as the Hyperboresn dragon was, 

That bare the enchanting daughter of the sun. 
On sraled crest of triple-pUted brass, 

When through Campania's coast heused to run, 
And ceased not rangirg till his course were done ; 
But with irrefragable force and might. 
Made abstant lets p>e way unto hu flight : 

" Such was our dr^on, when he list to soar 
And circuit Ampbitiite's watery bower; 
lite rampant lion, and tbe tusked boar. 

The ravenous tiger bom still to derour. 
To bar him passage never had the poirer : 
Whole herds and hosts could neier make him stay. 
His only sight sufficed to make him way. 

" Forth of his nostrils burning flskei of fire. 

As from an oyen's gaping mouth, did flame ; 
Wherewith he wasted in his raging ire 

All that apposed themselves against the same; 
All the sea-monsters trembled at hit name : 
And when it pleased him progress through tbe sea, 
His &ine was herald to praclaim him way." 



Nothing in Spanish hyperbole exceeds the eztraragance of 
this Enghsh poet. At Drake's a^iproach, be says, the Pyreoeea 
TOled their heads with mUt. The Ebto wished be bad still 
kept underground, thrice hid himself in fear, and could no- 
where be found, and thrice running tnnj ' in lev, and not 
knowing where to run, flooded all the land. 
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■■ oft did the fiiTgti, plough'd up b; bis ihip 

Seem to OTerwfaelm the Cuaileridn : 
While tbe Caotalirian ocean im njuiphB ikip. 

Together with tbe Taii Nereidei, 

And all the lorely Oceaiutides, 
Dandng about to bare a tight of Drake, 
Or otlat riup a lovely kiss to take. 

•' A> oft M near the Gadei both be nil'd, 

And by Cape Saeer'i tkjr-lopp'd promontory, 

Thdr beads, like dappers, under waves tbey veil'd. 

The Herculean main itself seem'd to be sorry, 

Grieving It should such ponderous fbrces carry ; 

"Far though it could bear him who bare tbe sky. 

It could not Drake, for Drake was more than he." 

He ia compared to Archytaa and Archimedes for bis c 
vices, for which be was no leva foniudible than for his i 

« Making their hulks to caper in the ^es. 

And quiver in the sir tbdr argosies: 
So by a proper sleight he knew full well 
To send their ships to heaven, thrar souls to hell ; " 

and to hell he scut them in such myriads, . 



But when the poet comes to the death of his hero, and " poun 
out inky teara from his ebon pen," the vulture anguish seizes 
on bis maw and sorrow on his heart, and between them both, 
poor be can ndther live nor die j so that he exclaims, — 

" O Death, enhouBed in bell's profundities, 

Noweierdse on me thy tyranny, 
Anatomise me into atomies. 

Set period to my full fallen ecstasy. 

Prolong no longer this long tragedy ; 
O Death, some ease unto my sorrow send. 
For death, Ibey say, doth grief and sorrow end. " 



1 tbe usual way, by rtfleoW 
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" The fairest plot in sll the Elxuan field. 

By Jove's commuid is unto him auign'd ; 
And henTen's eCemsl summer-houie doth yield 
A poradiie unto his soul refined. 
For eacred coDlemplation of the mind ; 
And aa of men to gods he was the nearest. 
So now to Jo>e of gods be ia the dearest. 



*' And that dear bodjrbeld in Nqitune's womb, 
B; Joie shall be translated to the sk; ; 
The >ea no more, heaven then shall be hii tomb. 
Where he a new-made gtoi eternally 
Stiall ihine tianaparent to ipeetalon' eye, 
A fearfol comet in the sight of Spain, 
But shall to ua a radiant light remain. 

" He, who jive to them a dragon waa, 
Shall be a dragon unto tbem again; 
For with his deaSi lua terror shall not pass. 
But atill amid die air he shall remain, 
A dreadful meteor in the eye of Spain ; 
And aa a fiery dragon shall portend 
England's success, and Spain's disastrous end. 

" Known to the beareni by honour long befon^ 
Now by the pretence of the immortal soul, 

new-made saint (for now a man no more), 
Admit my tender infant muse t' enrol 
Thy name in honour's eTerUsting scroll : 

What though thy praiaea cannot live by me, 
Yet may 1 hope to live by praiung thee. 

" And may thy pmiseslive awhile by me, 

lliough praising thus, I do but stain thy prai 
And I awhile may live by praising thee, 
Until some heSTenly muse bc^o to raise 
Thy fame from grave to live eternal days ; 
If ominous birds begoile not with tbdr tang, 

1 Bugurise thii shall be done ^e long. 
VOL. lU. A A 
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" Phnbui himwlf ih*!! chronicle thy fame. 

And of ■ ladianl sunbeam mikc the pen ; 
The ink, the milk whence t*a lacita onie, 
Th' empjieui hemren theTolume tivll be thetM^ 
To register Ibii miracle of men ; 
' The lun and moon, the lettei* opital ; 
The ttan, the commaa and the perioda slL 

" Jore'l aUTer fbotatool ifaall be library 

Ilat ihall these acts and moniunents cootatn ; 
Which that they may to after tgea tarry. 
And as a true memorial still remaia. 
Eternity is the adan 



Thus the poem end*. It wauldbaTe been a worthy ex- 
ample of national and critical justice if Lope de Vega bad 
been condemned toti'auslate Charles Fits- Geoffrey's poem into 
Spanish, and 'Charles Fits-GeoSrey Lope de Vega's into 
English. Lope^a is for the moat valuable; that is, iDde- 
pendently of any poetical merits or demerits, something is to 
be learnt from it ; itbereas Fitz-Geofney'scoDtainsscarceljaDy 
information upon what it professes to relate — the life and death 
of the hero. I have found nothing in it which adds to our 
knowledge of Drake, except the passage already quoted, in 
which heia praiaed for his inventive talentsas an engineer ; and 
another of more questionable probability, which says that he 
sometimEs escaped from the Spaniards by a seasonable and 
well applied eipenditure of money ; — 

" Sometime, when number virtue did stuprise 

(As virtue sometime ia nirpriaed by number). 
His policy could soon a way devise 

To fly their forces that might bring him under ; 

And how he could escape, it made them wonder: 
For of their Indian gold he made him wings, 
And {like a phcenii) safely from them flings." 

There is nothing recorded of sir Francis Drake to which 
thi; can be applied. 

Another poet ascribes great skill to him in engineering, but 
by no means in a complimentary way. The Jesuit Nicolo 
Partenio Giannettasio makes him worship the devil, and go 
with his fleet to Iceland to consult him on Mount Hed*, into 



. Cocii^lc 



which volcsoo ihe i]ev[l had removed his court when he went 
to take possesion of the north : there Drnke sacrifices a 
redolent he-goat, and he and all his companj drink of the 
blood ; aAer vhich the deril, having been thus propitiated, 
teaches him how to construct a Hreahip. 

' " sic horrida primum 

IgniTomas, inienta, vatesniger eitudit Orcus." 

Naumach. i. IS — 16, 

For most of the popular traditions concemin); sir Fnncia 
Drake I am obliged to mjifiiend Mrs. Bray, to nbom I hope 
Devonshire and Cornwall may one day be beholden for [lie 
lives of thdr Worthies. 
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Socceedi Dla^Lher Charlenuntb 

1(8. 
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luinil lite tconixlaiU, Sit. 

SL. Uuk ettiMltha tht church at 
Aleundrit I 17. 
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to Kn;r (o him, L HI. f^TpD. 

Hl( acipe^hm Se S^racci;^ 
loTadoSlnalj hliun tikon nil. 
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